
II 

INEWSBEAT December 2023 

MGB built for Sir Stirling Moss goes to auctio 

in full rally specification for use by Sir 

1• Stirling Moss on the Marathon where, 
battling rallying royalty including 
Paddy Hopkirk, Roger Clarke and Ove 
Andersson, Sir Stirling and the MGB 
finished first in class and third overall. 

Originally built to FIA Appendix K 
specifications and complete with its 
1989 FIA papers and logbook, the MG 
has been cherished by five UK owners 
since Sir Stirling's memorable run. 
Used as a fast road and rally car, it 
underwent a second rebuild between 
2021 and 2023 by Chequered Flag 
Classics and JS Motorsport, including a 
new 2.1-litre engine which on its own 

A fully restored 1965 MGB roadster 
rally car driven by Sir Stirling Moss in 
the 1989 Pirelli Classic Marathon has 
been sold by online auction site, Car & 
Classic. Repatriated from California and 
rebuilt at the 1989 MG Show at the NEC 
by Brown & Gammons, it was prepared 

MG YT drives from India to the UK 

Indian businessman Daman Thakore 
has completed an amazing trip in his 
1950 MG V-Type, driving 7500 miles 
from his home in Ahmedabad to 
Abingdon in Oxfordshire. The YT has 
been in Daman's family since 1979. It 
was always kept running, but Daman 
started a restoration in 2008. 'I am not 
a mechanic, although I do understand 
more about how it works now: he said, 
'but I found people to work on it who 
had worked on similar age cars in the 
past. The big challenge was that they 
would fit parts which worked but were 
not strictly correct, yet I wanted it to be 
factory-fresh in every detail.' 

As mammoth as that task turned 
out to be, it pales in comparison with 
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accounted for £1 Ok of the £20,000 cost. 
'This was a special opportunity to 

own a very well prepared classic rally 
car driven with success by one of the 
greatest drivers of all time: said Car & 
Classic'S head of editorial, Dale Vinten. 

this latest adventure. 'Over the years 
we have undertaken a number of 
adventurous trips in India of 2000km 
or so each: he told us. 'This latest one 
was on an altogether different scale, 
but sometimes you just have to take 
the plunge and jump in. Visa processes 
were one of the trickier aspects of the 
trip, and you have to remain flexible. 
We didn't book any hotels for example, 
because we didn't know exactly where 
we would be at any given time.' 

Driving with his 75-year-old father 
and 21-year-old daughter and 
accompanied by friends driving a 
camper van support vehicle, the 
journey took over two months to 
complete and crossed 16 countries. 

'YouTube footage of Sir Stirling Moss 
hustling this MG along the Stelvio Pass 
in 1989 simply adds to its huge appeal.' 

Car & Classic estimated the MGB at 
£30k, and they were pretty much on the 
money because it sold for £31,150. 

MG celebrated at 
Paris Retromobile 
The next Paris Retromobile show, 
which will be held from 31 st 
January to 4th February 2024, will 
be honouring the centenary of 
MG with displays that will include 
several historic cars. Full details 
have not yet been released, but 
we understand that as well as a 
number of vehicles tracing MG's 
100 years, the British Motor 
Museum in Gaydon will be taking 
exhibits that include the speed 
record cars EX181 from 1957 and 
EX135 from 1938, along with Old 
Number One, the first purpose­
built MG competition car. The 
Retromob ile 202 show takes place 
at Paris Expo, Porte de Versailles, 
and online ticketing is open now at 
www.retromobile.com 

CambsMGOC 
Snowdrop Run 
Cambridge and District MGOC's 
popu lar Snowdrop Run will be 
taking place on 17th February 
next year. The run will be starting 
and fin ishing at the wonderful 
Shuttleworth Collection at Old 
Warden Park in Bedfordshire with 
jts amazing gardens, a woodland 
sculpture trail and a unique 
collection of vintage aircraft all set 
in 875 acres of parkland. See www. 
cambsmgoc.com for entry forms. 
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