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WELSH 

WEEI(-END 


Charlesworth and Hale Win 


Premier Awards in Midland 


M.G. Car Club Hally 


THE Midland Centrc of the M.G. Car 
Club held the third of its annual 

Welsh Rallies during Saturday and 
Sunday, 19th and 20th April, starting 
from Roebuck Lane, West Bromwich, 
and finishing at Criccieth, in Caernar­
vonshire. A closed cvent with the cntry 
limited to 50 members, it was heavily 
over-subscribed; the reason for this 
popularity was quickly apparent as the 
perfection of its organization revealed 
itself. Indeed, it would be hard to find 
a more agreeablc event, with a well­
chosen, interesting and scenically bcauti ­
ful route, an explicit road book, that 
absence of fuss which bctokens cxperi­
enced planning, and a holiday atmos­
pherc from beginning to end. 

Forty-seven cars-28 of them M.G.s­
came undcr starter's orders in the sun­
shine of Saturday morning, and at 
intervals of two minutes set off on their 
199-mile journey. The industrial sur­
roundings of Wolverhampton soon 
yielded to the rural charm of Shropshire 
as competitors headed westwards through 
Bridgnorth and across to Church 
Stretton, thus far on good fast roads 
though sometimes a trifle narrow. Miss 
P. A. Trow had sad experience of the 
latter feature when, finding more than 
half of a lane already in use, she had 
to take to the hedge, retiring with a foot 
or so of "toe-out" on the front wheels 
of her M.G. 

In Church Stretton, with three miles to 
go to the first control, drivers were 
mildly apprehensive when their navi­
gators directed them past a notice "Hill 
road unsuitable for heavy motor 
vehicles": and somewhat shaken when 
the sign was shortly repeated without 

the word "heavy". Narrow, bumpy 
and winding, this stretch offered no 
opportunity of regaining lost time, and 
10 cars incurred penalty marks for late­
ness, while several others, including 
A. Joseph's Triumph which arrived im­
pressively at the head of a vast trail 
of dust, only just made it. 

The next few miles contained a cross­
road or two on which the route book 
was silent, though it could be deduced 
that they should be ignored. Quite a 
few turned off into uncharted lanes but 
somehow found Lydham and sped on 
through Church Stoke to Newtown and 
up the main road to Llanbrynmair, 
where a right turn took them in five 
miles to a check point. Just beyond it, 
a bridge was closed for repair, and 
competitors were directed up a farm 
track, past the farm house, through a 
short trials section and along a rough 
and narrow lane to rejoin the road later. 
Even mv Allard had its moments here: 
the rear' spring being a little tired, the 
back end grounded and a wheel-skirt, 
fashionably loose, detached itself sur-

AWARD WiNNERS: G. K. Hale (It-litre M.G. sliloon), winner of the 

Allen Trophy, and 1. A. Charlesworth (TD M.G.) who wall the Bryant 


Trophy, outside the Rally H.Q. at Criccieth. 


DUST STORM: Two driving tests were held during the Rally on the 
British Quarry Company's land, where the evolutions of competitors 
stirred up clouds of soft white dust, Car here is Miss Wendy Price's 

Dellow if! the second test. 

reptitiously, A little further on, we were 
pulled up by a fallen boulder which 
narrowed the lane by just an inch too 
much, and ~here was an interval for 
weight-lifting. My wife seemed to find 
these exploits funny, but male ascen­
dancy was restored when her usual 
navigational imperturbability vanished 
in the face of attempting to pronounce 
the next place name-Llanrhaiadr-ym­
Mochnant. h was near here that 
Charlie Emberton, who won the Open 
Car Class last year, had the misfortune 
to be struck by a learner on a motor­
bicycle and was obliged to retire, 

And so on to Llanarmon-Dyffryn­
Ceiriog (Margaret thoroughly seized up 
by now), shortly beyond which, on the 
British Quarry Company's land, two 
driving tests were staged. The first of 
these looked simple enough on paper­
forward from line A to stop astride 
line C, reverse astride line B, finish 
astride line A-but the configuration of 
the ground (uphill from A and conse­
quently downhill back to it), and the 
soft white dust which covered the area, 
made it somewhat different in reality, 
K. A. Sefton took his M.G, through, 
fastest of the open cars, in 36.2 sees., 
with Alan Seccombe's It-litre saloon 
only a fifth slower. D. J. Sidebotham's 
TA returned 36.8. while H. B. Stutch­
bury and A. J. Brown, each driving a 
TC, tied for fourth place with 37.2 sees. 
Test 2 was a wigglc-woggle with a stop 
astride a line on an oblique angle, 
reverse behind it and forward to finish 
astride the starting line. A. B. Hibbert 
(Jupiter) swung neatly with the aid of 
his hand-brake, but outstandmgly 
quickest was Bobby Charlesworth's TD 
in 26.4 sees., with G. K. Hale's II 
saloon and J. Beasley's open two-seater 
M.G. next in 27 seconds dead. E. B. 
Fowler took his Morris Minor tourer 
round running closed, in 28 secs. for 
fourth best time. Fifteen cars were 
penalized for failing to stop astride a 
line, or just failing to stop. 

The route continued through Llan­
gollen, Corwen, Cerrig Druidion and 
Pentre Foelas to Penmachno. The sky 
had clouded over and there was an 
occasional light shower of rain. We had 
been struck by the interest which the 
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