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THE GREAT Paris-to-Peking ex-
pedition, otherwise known as
Three Men in an MG, got away
to a smooth start from the Arc

de Triomphe vesterday with
S. J. Perelman, the noted
humourist and traveller, com-
fortbly at the wheel of his
veteran car.

With an estimated 10,000
miles still to go, Perelman’s

sporty-looking. canvas - topped
tourer (a 1949 model but siill
going strong) managed to take
a wrong turning off the Champs
Elysées on a too westerly com-
pass course. However, showing
the same dexterity with the
wheel that he shows with words,
the nimble driver soon swung
back eastwards. * As the French
esay, it was a retreat in order
to leap forward the better,” ex-
plained Perelman in a farewell
message, watched by a concourse
of curicus French pedestrians.
The avowed aim of this oddly
gallant expedition is to ecom-
memorate a halfforgorten event,
the Peking-to-Paris road race of
1907  when nine pionser
motorists took up the challenze
of a French newspaper and
hurtled across Eurcpe and Asia
in a duel with time and hard-
ship, Cne of their number
arrived home with one replace-
ment wheel carved from wood
in Tibet.

At 74, Perelman has every
excuse for sticking to a rocking
chair. But as a writer, he ex-

plains, he still needs to be
bruised by experience. He can
hardly fail to get the right
abrasions on a route that will
take him and two companions
via Vienna, Istanbul, New
Delhi and then by way of either
the Himalayas or Singapore to
the end of the oriental rainbow.

If they can gain permission
to motor into China, where
foreign drivers are not allowed,
it could be a significant diplo-
matic advance.

Like all the best journeys from

the Odyssey onwards. the trip
clearly has elements of uncer-
tainty. Joining the trie in their
tightly cramped vehicle for the
London-to-Paris warm-up stretch,
I was impressed by their non-
chalence, The windscreen wiper
went phut in a heavy shower on
the Dover Road. But Perelman
was hardened long ago by years
of scriptyriting for the Marx
Brothers. A look of blank
anxiety appears behind his gold-
rimmed spectazles only when
things seem to be going right for
too long.
* Cruising on at a
miles an hour, which is about
the best the veteran model can
do unless pushed hard, the team
continued to reflect on Perel-
man’s navigational strategy that
it might be necessary to slow
down to miss the tail-end of the
Indian monsoon seasoil.

However the expedition has
some solid experience beneath
its lighthearted surface. The
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