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have never had a report of misuse with any club di-
rectory information. On the contrary, a member 
might spread the word on something of interest. For 
example, members recently received an email with a 
link to a person with 30 MGA’s in a variety of condi-
tions that are for sale. 
Brian Beery is pleased to announce Philip Wiltshire 
will be responsible for promoting the club’s clothing. 
Where possible, Philip will assist Brian in non-
clothing regalia as well (world traveler Philip has 
been known to visit the UK a time or two. Jeff Zorn 
will continue to place the actual clothing orders. 
When I joined the Rowdies in the mid-1970's I never 
dreamed it would result in life-long friendships. I 
know I’m not alone. Now that I’m the big cheese I 
can poke my nose into the database. It’s pretty im-
pressive knowing so many folks from the decade of 
the 1970's are still active: Bruce, Brian, Neil, Herb, 
Ken, Pat, John, Diane, and Don Harms.  
We picked up a few more in the 1980's that are still 
with us: Mark B, Dave S, Philip, Tom B, Jai, Bob D, 
Dennis J, Garey, Mac, Curt, and Kathy B. The club 
must have been doing something right because we 
picked even more in the decade that followed: Todd, 
Gordie, Rob, Tom F, Dennis F, Dave G, Lloyd, 
Steve H, Johathan H, Marilyn K, Mark M, Jim N, 
Tom N, Kevin, Robert S, Mike T, Bill, Holly, Gary 
W, and Jeff. I hope those of you who joined after 
2000 will feel as welcome and stay for the long ride. 
We have a great team of officers who are going to 
work at giving you the most enjoyment we can out of 
the club. Forget the economy. The best way to deal 
with stress is to keep a positive outlook and enjoy 
life’s little pleasures like driving your MGA and so-
cializing. It should be a great year.  
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The elections are over. The votes are 
in. Your 2009 Michigan Chapter offi-
cers are Dave Quinn, Chairman; Mark 
Barnhart, Meets Chairman; Jeff Zorn, 

Treasurer; Ken Nelson, A-Antics Editor, Mac 
McDonnell, A-Antics Assist, Larry Pittman, Web-
master; Brian Beery, Regalia Chairman; and Bruce 
Nichols, Membership Chairman. 
As your new chairman I wish to extend a big thank 
you to the departing officers - Gordie Bird, Dave 
Goeddeke, Steve Holliday, and Steve Mazurek for 
their years of work and dedication. Having held a 
few of these jobs in the past I know that there can be 
a lot of behind the scenes work that goes unnoticed 
but it is appreciated. Every renewal testifies to that. 
The emphasis in this year’s 2009 Calendar planning 
was to encourage meets at members homes. Home 
meets provide the best opportunity to enjoy the ca-
maraderie of the club, while still enjoying the show 
& shine meets. I would like to thank everyone who 
offered to host an event. Events and the newsletter 
are the glue that holds the club together. 
We now have the ability to do an internet on-line 
anonymous survey. This is a communication feature 
with great potential to improve the club. I am happy 
to report we have an up-to-date email address for 
over 80% of our members, which at this writing 
number 71. I would love to see us reach 99%. This is 
the best I can hope for unless Brian Beery finally 
buys a PC. This survey feature is a wonderful exam-
ple of why having your email on file is nice. Follow-
ing the meeting I sent an email notice to the distribu-
tion list with our first survey question and already 
over 50% of the membership have answered the one 
question survey. The link for the survey is in this is-
sue. Take a second to answer it if you’ve not done 
so. The results will be published in the next A-
Antics. (see link below & on pg. 5, Members Page) 
If you have any doubt at all if the club has your cur-
rent or preferred email address please send it to me. 
In the subject put " My Email" and send it to 
<dlqs2000@comcast.net>. It’s that easy. I will check 
it against my current distribution list. Anything new 
or different will be updated in our database as well. 
Should you wish to exclude publishing it in the 
membership booklet and A-Antics please include 
that with your note; however I’m pleased to say we 
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When Atlanta based Rowdie Brad Dryden said that 
his 58 coupe restoration was ready for the motor & 
trans to be installed, he called on 2 other Rowdies to 
help with the installation and first running of the mo-
tor.  I’ve heard more than one comment about the 
expertise of Steve Holliday and myself, but they usu-
ally go something like; “well, they’ve certainly made 
all of the mistakes”, which ultimately proved untrue!  
Maybe Brad said it best when stating that I had to be 
there for the installation since I built the motor!  
Now that's confidence in your engine builder! 
Upon arrival in Atlanta we were treated to a great 
dinner out for Valentines Day (no burgers on the 
menu, only Valentines Day en-
trées). We got up the next morning 
and hit the garage.  The first thing 
we noticed was Brad’s air condi-
tioning and alternator set up bolted 
to the 1800cc 5 main motor sitting 
on the engine cradle.  It was an 
impressive set up with several fab-
ricated parts.  But, true to Holliday 
and Bird form we had to point out 
what he had done wrong.  After 
several disassemblies and re-
assemblies, not to mention 2 trips to the hardware 
store, we felt that the AC/alternator assembly was 
worthy of installation in the beautiful black coupe 
whose body and frame had been done by Carl Heide-
man at Eclectic Motor Works in Holland. Brad had 
to agree it was better, so we hoisted it all up with the 
engine crane and it dropped right in. But, Oh, we 
have to provide a rear mount for the 5 speed trans-
mission that was bolted up to the motor.  While Brad 
and I provide for the trans mount, Steve started work 
on the exhaust manifold and carbs…his self-
proclaimed assembly side of the motor.  Once the 
trans was mounted, we had to make a decision.  You 
see, Nisonger still had the oil pressure gauge that 
was to be used in the new coupe, so we either had to 
pull the gauge assembly out of his ’56 roadster or run 
up to the auto parts and get a cheap gauge and fit-
tings to adapt in place of the stock one.  Since it was 
late in the day, we decided that steak, beer, and the 
hot tub was a better way to spend our evening; the 
next day would leave plenty of time to sort it all out.  
The steak was great and the beer cold, but with the 

temperature dropping into the 40’s for the night, we 
decided against the hot tub and all turned in early. 
The next morning, refreshed from a good nights 
sleep, we decided a generic oil pressure gauge would 
be the way to go, and with a list of parts, off we went 
to visit the hardware and Checkered Flag Automo-
tive (where many in the Atlanta area get their LBCs 
repaired).  Scott the owner was very accommodating 
and even made a distance piece that we needed for 
the alternator installation. 
Back to the Dryden Bed & Breakfast so that we 
could complete the component installation on “my” 
side of the engine and get ready to fire it up.  But 
first, we have to make sure we have oil pressure.  
After a few electrical false starts, the engine spins 

over wonderfully, but we’ve yet 
to see any oil pressure.  After a 
couple of hours of intermittent 
spinning and no oil pressure, we 
decided to do as one Internet 
source suggests in such a situa-
tion; put fuel and fire to it and 
start it up.  Just don’t let it run too 
long if you don’t immediately get 
oil pressure.  But first, better put 
some fuel in the tank and check 
the fuel system.  Whoa, fuel eve-

rywhere, so off come the carbs for a disassembly and 
re-assembly and the second time was a charm.  Twist 
the new Pertronix distributor to about where it may 
start and crank it over.  Cough, cough, cough, but 
won’t quite catch and run.  Mess with the timing and 
a couple of other things with the same result.  Oh, 
wait, the carbs are not synced, connected, nor is there 
any throttle!  Turn throttle screws on each carb to 
allow some fuel/air mix into the intake and 
vrrooooom, engine takes off (not literally), but alas 
still no oil pressure, so after about 15 sec we shut it 
down and further ponder the oil pressure issue.   
After checking everything possible, it is determined 
that the oil pan will have to come off.  Since this de-
cision was at about 9pm on the second night, we de-
cided that I would look into it in the morning while 
Brad took Steve to the airport.  Steve and I had to 
take different return flights with Steve’s being in the 
morning and mine in the afternoon.  It didn’t take too 
long to get the oil pan off and oil pump out of the 
block and once I did, I knew immediately what the 
problem was.  Seems I’d used a 3 main oil pump 
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gasket on the 5 main block.  Wasn’t going to work.  
As to why I did that, well, since it was nearly 2 years 
ago that I built the motor, I can conveniently not re-
member!  On our way to the airport we stopped by 
Atlanta Import Parts who conveniently had both oil 
pan and oil pump gaskets and when Brad dropped 
me off at the airport, he was going back home to re-
install the pump and pan and fire it up!   
As I am on the airplane now, I cannot attest as to 
Brad’s success just yet, but I have complete confi-
dence.  During my testing of the oil pump I gained a 
complete understanding of exactly how it works and 
have come to the conclusion that the need to prime 
the oil pump is a fallacy.  This is a positive displace-
ment pump and as long as there are no air leaks 
(which the 3 main gasket causes) on the intake side, 
then it will prime itself within 10 or so revolutions.  
It will take considerably longer to displace all of the 
air in the remainder of the system, but the oil will be 
pumping almost immediately. 
By the time you read this, he may well have even 
driven the new coupe!  It’s always a great time visit-
ing the Dryden’s in Atlanta, especially in the winter!  
The MGA work seems to include new challenges as 
well.  This trip, we discovered that Brad has some 
special tools.  For any bolt larger than a 1” wrench 
will service, or any bolt that is not either SAE or 
metric, he has a fairly complete set of adjustable 
wrenches, with the pride being the battery powered!  
We now know what we tell Kathy he needs for next 
Christmas. 
Brad still has the interior, dash, and other misc areas 
to complete, but it won’t be long until it is roadwor-
thy and he has promised to bring it to Michigan and 
hopefully to a Rowdies event. 
We’ll all be looking forward to the completed pro-
ject, and in the meantime, we’ll be ready if he needs 
the Rowdies expertise for any additional work. 
 
Addendum by Brad Dryden: 
Addendum:  It seems that the problem of no oil pres-
sure was in fact the oil pump gasket.  After replacing 
and starting it as my two Rowdie buddies advised, 
the oil pressure took off to 40 lbs after the second 20 
second crank.  But alas, problems still arose in the 
form of a huge puddle of oil under the pan.  Now my 
first thought was that the oil pan was not on 
tight.  But after a roll of paper towel to clean up the 
mess, I discovered it coming from the spin on filter, 

specifically at the area under the filter head where it 
screws into the block.  Seems Gordie got the wrong 
size oil pump gasket, but I completely forgot about 
the $1.75 seal between filter head and block.   
Hey Jeff, I need another part from LBCarCo.! 
And my education and fun goes on.  By the way, this 
was the best couple of days I have had in a long 
time.  Thanks guys! 
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