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A-Antics

MG comes to America, plus Review 
! of Magnettes and Twin Cams
" " " " GT-40 Report 
" " " "    Tech Tips

GT-40 is coming up fast-get ready for a “Great Time”!
Photo by Bruce Mann
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MICHIGAN CHAPTER OF NORTH AMERICAN MGA REGISTER
Chairman  Dave Quinn
2929 Wolhaven Lane,Jackson,MI 49201-8268
(517) 782-9749
dlqs2000@comcast.net

Treasurer  Jeff Zorn
29311 Aranel,Farmington Hills,MI 48334-2815
(248) 489-1855
jzorn@mgcars.org.uk

A-Antics Editor     Ken Nelson
3126 Brentwood SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49506
(616) 957-3158
kenneth.nelson1@comcast.net

A-Antics Assist: Printing, distributing, & 
database:     Larry Pittman
Webmaster:   Larry Pittman
11406 Majorca Pl, Fenton, MI  48430
(810) 750-0047
larrypit@chartermi.net

Meets Chairman       Dave Smith
2401 Pinetree Rd, Holt, MI  48842
(517) 694-4856
mgarace@comcast.net

Regalia Chairman Brian Beery
1769 Minnesota Ave,Marysville,MI 48040
(810) 488-1975

Membership Chairman Bruce Nichols
629 Portage Ave,Three Rivers,MI 49093
(269) 273-3118
nicholsbm@aol.com

A-Antics: Published every other month. 
Opinions expressed are those of the writer 
and not necessarily of NAMGAR or the 
Chapter. Every effort is made to use 
appropriate material. The editor reserves the 
right to edit material for length and content. 
No placement is guaranteed. The entire 
contents are copyrighted, Michigan Chapter. 
Permission to use is granted, provided you give 
credit to both writer and the club.

History:  The Chapter was established 
August 14, 1976. It was NAMGAR’s first 
chapter. We are a low-key club, dedicated to 
the preservation and enjoyment of our MGA’s/ 
Anyone is welcome to join our chapter and 
they are asked to join NAMGAR as well.

Chapter Dues: $25 annually ($40 for 
printed newsletter)

Nickname:  Rowdies
Motto:  People First!
Rowdies Site:
http://www.mgcars.org.uk/michiganrowdies/

MG Car Council Site: http://
www.mgcars.org.uk/mgcouncil/

NAMGAR Web Site: www.namgar.com

Past Chapter Chairpersons:
1976-1980 Bruce Nichols
1981-1982 Tom Latta
1983-1984 Dick Feight
1985-1988 Dave Smith
1989-1990 Dave Quinn
1991-1994 Mark Barnhart
1995-1995 Herb Maier
1996-1996 Tom Knoy
1997-1998 Neil Griffin
1999-2002 Bruce Nichols
2003-2004 Bob Sutton
2005-2008 Gordie Bird
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Rowdies Website: Larry Pittman, Webmaster
http://www.mgcars.org.uk/michiganrowdies/
Larry  Pitman's Database Report: 67 Active and Paid-Up 
Members
Deadline for submitting material for the next issue is: 
March 20, 2015
Classified Ads: For Sale. 1959 MGA Roadster. 
California Car-No rust. Rebuilt MGB motor (27K 
miles), rebuilt transmission (6K miles). Rebuilt brakes, 
new cylinders, including master cylinder, new lines, 
rebuilt suspension (front and back, including new rear 
springs), 3:90 rearend. Tires and top are 4 years old. 
Chrome wire wheels.Original engine goes with car 
(45-50 psi oil pressure-hot, 6 K miles since valve job) , 
original transmission goes with car (good synchros). 
MGB alternator (original generator goes with car). 
Make an offer. Bruce Nichols 269-273-3118.
    Letters: 
  Enthusiast Editorial
 What has happened to the British motor 
industry????
MG – Our favorite car is owned by the Chinese 
government, who are communist!!!
With the research that was done and published in our 
last A-Antics, volume 40, No.1.,  I decided to check 
other British motor manufacturers and their current 
ownership.
FORD:  - Once a major British manufacturer, is now 
based in Germany.
GM: - Once a major British manufacturer, is now based 
in Germany.
CHRYSLER: - Once a major British manufacturer, sold 
by Mercedes Benz, is now owned by FIAT of Italy.
ROLLS ROYCE: - Still manufactured in the United 
Kingdom, but currently owned and engineered by 
                             BMW AG of Germany.
BENTLEY: - Owned by Volkswagen AG of Germany.
ROVER (LAND ROVER): -  Originally British Leland, 
then FORD owned,  now TATA GROUP of India.

TRIUMPH MOTOR: - Originally British Leland, now 
owned by BMW AG of Germany.
JAGUAR: - Originally British Leland, then FORD, 
now owned by TATA GROUP of India.
ASTON MARTIN: - FORD still owns 8 – 10% of 
company, majority now owned by ADEEM 
INVESTMENTS CO.  a Kuwati company.
MORGAN AUTO: - The original Morgan family still 
owns 100% of the company (British owned).
TATA GROUP: - This India owned, family group, owns 
Jaguar & Land Rover.   The Tata Group also owns 
Tetley Tea Company, an old British firm who exported 
tea all over the world.  I remember my mother buying 
Tetley Tea in Canada.
 The information I was able to retrieve says that 
the only British owned manufacturer of automobiles is 
Morgan.  At least it is still owned 100% by the Morgan 
family.
 So what has happened to the British motor 
industry?  Management at FORD Motor Co. told me 
privately that the British labor unions and the British 
government requirements, forced on the industry in 
general, caused FORD to move to Germany.  Was GM 
in the same situation?  We will probably never know.  
What a shame, a crying shame!
    John McMullan    

    Enthusiast, Take Two
 Re:  A-Antics Volume 40, N0. 1,  Binding 
Brakes
I read with great interest “Binding Brakes”  - reprint 
from Chicagoland MG Club tech tips.   Having spent a 
number of years in the brake business I am always 
interested to learn new information.
 The information relayed was very true regarding 
the binding of the brakes causing the pads/shoes to start 
slowing the vehicle down.   That means there is a 
residual pressure on part if not the whole of the brake 
system.   I will explain. As stated, in the master 
cylinder, the piston cup must pass over the orifice into 

MEMBERS PAGE
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the reservoir so both the fluid and the fluid pressure 
can be relieved from the brake system.   If the brake 
system’s pressure is not relieved, there is a residual 
pressure left on the brake system.
 I agree that a maladjusted master cylinder 
push rod can be at fault.   That remedy is explained in 
the workshop manual.   Regarding the hole in the cork 
gasket or a brass shim between the master cylinder 
casting and the cover, I believe the spring inside the 
master cylinder pushing the piston back may be at 
fault.   In other words, the return spring has become 
weak, not allowing the cup and piston to relieve the 
system pressure through the master cylinder reservoir.
 Now another problem could be presenting 
itself.   This residual brake pressure, is it causing one 
of, or both front brakes to “Drag”?   Or is this residual 
brake pressure limited to the rear brakes?   The 
problem causing the residual brake pressure could be 
one to four problem areas.   The first three problems 
could be the brake hoses.  
 What I have seen is a hose collapse into itself.   
A brake hose is made up of a number of layers of high 
pressure, flexible special rubber that is compatible 
with brake fluid.   What can happen is one of these 
layers of internal brake hose can collapse, shutting the 
hose off.   There is a vacuum created between the 
inner layers of the hose and the outer layers of the 
hose, shutting the hose off which does not allow the 
residual brake pressure to vent off into the master 
cylinder reservoir.   The hose in effect becomes a 
check valve.   The hose will overcome the initial 
brake application (the master cylinder will create in 
our MGs as much as 500 psi pressure), but the 
collapsed hose (said vacuum created) will hold a 
residual pressure on the system.  
 The fourth possible problem could be dirt or 
rust in the lines.   After pressure is relieved because 
your foot is off the brake system, the rust/dirt acts like 
a check valve, not allowing the pressure to be 
relieved.   Remedy is a complete flush of the brake 
system with either brake fluid or denatured alcohol, 
NOTHING ELSE, repeat nothing else, then the 
system must be blown out with air pressure.   New 
brake fluid must then be bled into the system and bled 

through the calipers/wheel cylinder bleeder screws.   
Any “mushiness” in the brake pedal says there is still 
air in the brake system.   
 Remember, the brake system is the most 
important part / system of the car.   It keeps us alive to 
enjoy our driving experience.   A 1000 horsepower 
engine is also fun, too.   John McMullan 

Thoughts About Detroit Steel-Dave Quinn
 Three of us braved 80 miles of nasty weather 
(passed at least 10 cars in the center media) to attend 
what I found to be the best Detroit Auto Show I’ve 
ever attended. 
 Attendance was much lighter than normal 
(that was great for us) and the remodeled Cobo Hall 
made viewing and getting around super easy.  Sorry, 
but at the last minute I decided I didn’t want to be 
bothered with taking pictures and left the iPhone at 
home.  I didn’t realize I could have taken many great 
ones without fighting people to get full shots of the 
cars. 
 We saw everything on my must-see list 
starting with the Ford GT.  OMG it is outstanding 
from every view.  The body shape from the cockpit 
back is almost identical to Lewis Hamilton’s F1 
racecar.  The two prior generation cars were just a 
couple steps away. 
 From there we went straight to Honda’s 1965 
F1 car that was displayed so one could have touched 
it from any side.  Couldn’t have gotten much closer if 
we had sat in it.  We spent at least 30 minutes soaking 
in those first two cars! 
 Funny, the modern race-cars didn’t draw 
nearly as much attention as the older one’s like a ’65 
Shelby GT350.  Oh, yah, the new Shelby is sweet.
 Here’s a quick list of some impressions....
-The white Mercedes-Benz AMG coupe was a 
knockout.  I loved it.  No price yet but clearly out of 
my price range.
-Sat in a John Cooper Works Mini - - I want one.  
Even with Michigan’s crap roads.                
-Sat in a Tesla -don’t want one.  Low roofline, high 
doors, and high sills made getting in and out a pain.
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2015

APRIL
11 KIMBER BIRTHDAY PARTY-Delhi Cafe, 
 Holt, MI-Meet at 11:30, lunch at noon.

JUNE
15-19 GT-40 in Frankenmuth at Bavarian Inn

ROWDIES 2015 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Don’t forget to register for GT-40 June 15-19, 2015 
in Frankenmuth, MI, known as Michigan’s Little 
Bavaria. The town takes great pride in preserving its 
German heritage. You’ll also find flowers and 
greenery blooming in an area that has what many 
visitors describe as the most authentic Bavarian 
architecture to be found anywhere in the United 
States. The host hotel is the Bavarian Inn Lodge, a 
German themed hotel that has lots of extras to keep 
any visitor busy during their stay. In addition to 
some planned unique events, GT-40 will also 
celebrate the 60th anniversary of the introduction of 
the MGA 1500. Details and registration form are 
available at http://www.gt40.namgar.com/

-For some reason both Audi and Porsche thought 
Red was the color to wear.  Almost every model of 
both manufacturers was in red.  A turnoff for me, and 
those with me.  But the model showing the red Viper 
was a knockout.
-The wide ass smiley face NSX didn’t do much for 
me.  They had it in a rotating corner display which 
we thought was dumb since it limited viewing if any 
were interested and a few were.  Unlike the Bolt that 
did not have a single person looking at it, even 
though it was like a road block and you couldn’t 
miss it.  Someone has got to change the 50 mpg 
requirement.
-Lincoln butterfly grills are as bad as Acura’s smile.
 They had several new Vette’s and some 
looked great and some over-done.  The one’s with a 
shiny black vent behind the front wheels, didn’t 

make it for me.  The four large organ-looking 
exhausts out the back were another turnoff.
-Cadillac styling looks dated and their seats still 
suck.  No wonder they aren’t selling.
-The Maserati looked great.  The Jag didn’t stand out 
like I thought it might.  The 2016 Miata looked nice 
but didn’t really excite me.
-Clearly every manufacturer feels they must have a 
string of LED lights around the headlights, which I 
found to be generally distracting rather than adding 
to the lines of the cars.

Mini 
CooperMercedes

http://www.gt40.namgar.com
http://www.gt40.namgar.com
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Reprinted from Sports Illustrated 
      Feb 22, 1959
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Larry Pittman
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Pumpkins 
Anyone?
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Photos by Ken Nelson

GT-40 Planning Committee
 It may have been a quiet week at Lake Woebegone lately, 
but your Rowdie team of GT-40 planners have been working 
quietly like little beavers to get all plans in place to make sure that 
GT-40 will be a bang-up GT, long remembered by NAMGAR 
members across the country. This is the 60th year celebration of 
the introduction of the first 1500 series MGA, and the 4th decade 
that Michigan has sponsored a GT. Larry and Mitzi Pittman have 
been working long hours into the night supervising this event and 
deserve a hearty round of applause for their efforts. They hope to 
see every available Rowdie in Frankenmuth for a Gemutlich Gut 
Time come this June. Don’t forget to register for the event by May 
1st to avoid a late fee. And the operators at the Bavarian Inn are 
standing by now to take your call and assist with your reservation!
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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER
by Dave Quinn

 Digital, digital, digital 
was the clear message a few 
years back for publishing A-
Antics.  Move beyond the old 
world of paper newspapers and 
embrace the new world of 

Internet communications and social 
media.  Thankfully, the Rowdies thought, “Don’t be 
so quick to change horses.  Traditional media isn't 
dead."  So several years ago we elected to offer A-
Antics in both a printed version and online version.  
Some might say that it was a curmudgeon view to 
retain the printed newsletter, what with everyone so 
focused on the millennial view of the future.  
However, those of us 50 years old or more remember 
when computers were introduced with great fanfare 
into the work place on the promise that PC’s would 
soon end the paper world.  Didn’t happen.  
Traditionally, since offering the two options, our club 
membership has been split 50/50 on the media 
selected.  Those of us signing up for the all color 
printed version will get the best of both worlds since 
we get the online as well, so I was extremely pleased 
to see the club embrace the transition to an all-color 
printed newsletter.  I know the couple sample issues 
we did were very well received.  Maybe someday we 
will all be happy reading A-Antics on a smartphone 
but I love reading the magazine version and look 
forward to a year of color.  A-Antics is the glue that 
holds the club together and I hope you appreciate the 
time and talent of our editor to put out a first rate 
publication no matter how you receive it.  Thank you 
Ken.
 The March 1st due date for everyone to have 
paid their 2015 dues will be over by the time you are 
reading this.  Larry Pittman handles the mailing of the 
dues renewal notice.  Jeff Zorn handles the payment 
deposits and the transmission of membership updates 
back to Larry.  Then Larry updates the membership 
database, the membership listing on our website, and 

the newsletter mailing list that goes to the printer.  
Thanks Jeff and Larry for these “behind the scenes” 
tasks.  Thanks to all of you who sent in your payment 
by the due date.  Any delays in paying dues means a 
lot of extra work for these two volunteers, so do not 
delay if you forgot.
   Dave Quinn

  Editorial Thoughts
 I have to second Dave Q’s thoughts about 
reading a printed copy of the A-Antics instead of an 
electronic version. Holding a printed copy of a 
magazine along with my morning coffee just seems 
easier on the eyes and mind than racing through a 
computer page wondering what will happen if my 
coffee spills.
 See Dave’s comments on the Detroit auto 
show as well in this issue. Sadly, we still don’t have a 
new MG sports car on display, but there are still some 
sporting machines to be had. Dave was impressed by 
the Ford GT, but I was amazed to see a new BMW i8 
hybrid sportscar drive past me in the heart of our 
subzero winter recently. Amazing machines, but at 
well over $100,000 not for the likes of most mortals 
on this planet. Hopefully more affordable will be a 
Ford Shelby GT350 Mustang later this year.
 This issue of the Antics I have reprinted 3 MG 
articles from years past; the 1st highlighting MG’s 
introduction and export to America, the next covering 
a review of MG’s sporting 4-seater Y and Z type 
Magnettes, and finally a review of the MGA Twin 
Cam.
 I would also support Dave’s request to thank 
all of the volunteers who make our club as great as it 
is. Larry and Mitzi Pittman, as well as Dave and 
Donna Quinn continue to do a fantastic job providing 
leadership for our club and the upcoming GT. 
Meanwhile, the picture below represents a bit of 
“California Dreaming” on my part.

BMW i8
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Reprinted from Classic and Sportscar 
    October 1989
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Technical Tips-Bullet Connectors
Solder the bullets for use with MGA connectors. Don't 
use crimp-type connectors. In the picture below, the 
red ones are too small and the blue ones too large to fit 

Lucas push-in 
connectors.Typical 
original (top) and 
current stock 
(bottom) bullet 
connectors are shown 
at right. The original 
have rubber sleeves 
slightly smaller than 
the metal part so it is 
a tight fit. Modern 
stuff uses plastic 
sleeves of the same size so the 
metal part can easily slide out of 
the insulator and short out on 
surrounding components. 
Original connectors have a 
pronounced dimple (circled) that 
the head of the bullet must be 
pushed past to snap into 
position, which also retains it 
very firmly. Modern connectors 
have a much less pronounced 
projection so the bullet can be 
pulled out more easily. Original 
connectors have another 
projection in the middle of the 
metal part (arrowed) which helps 
prevent one bullet being pushed 
too far in, so preventing its 
opposite number being pushed in 
far enough. Modern connectors 
don't have this. For ease of 

assembling, 
cut a notch 
in the 
handles of 
a pair of 
pliers just large enough to slip over 
the wire but still press on the back of 
the bullet.  Pictures below show 
preparing to push the bullets in ...... 
squeeze until the outer covering is 

compressed ...... and the back of the bullet is flush with 
the end of the metal part.  'Odd' bullets, i.e. only 3 wires, 
are dealt with in 
the same way. 

Finally make sure the 
metal part is 
centralized in the outer 
covering Various after-
market crimp bullets  
don't fit the original 

bullet connectors. British 
Wiring at http://
www.britishwiring.com/  
can supply proper bullets 
and connectors.
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Reprinted from Classic and 
Sportscar October 1989
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