Coordination Director’s Message

THE RigHT STUFF &

A FEW WEEKS AGO,
CHUCK YEAGER, THE MAN
WHO EXEMPLIFIED THE
RIGHT STUFF, MORE THAN
ANYONE, MADE HIS LAST
FLIGHT INTO ETERNITY,
WHEN HE CLOSED HIS
EYES FOR THE LAST TIME
AT AGE NINETY-SEVEN.
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BY RICHARD STEPHENSON, #3

WITH MANY OF US,
THERE HAVE BEEN A
FEW MEN AND WOMEN
IN OUR LIVES WHO
HAVE BEEN OUR
EXEMPLARS. FOR NEARLY ALL OF MY
LIFE, RANDOLPH SCOTT HAS BEEN A
HERO, SINCE WATCHING HIM IN THE
SATURDAY MORNING MOVIES A FEW
BLOCKS AWAY IN MY HOMETOWN.
MOTHER GAVE ME A QUARTER AND
PERMISSION TO GO BY MYSELF AT SIX.

OF COURSE, HE WAS ONLY THE FIRST OF MY FEW WHO HAD THE RIGHT STUFF. 1HESE WERE AND ARE
PERSONS WHO SET THE RIGHT EXAMPLE AND WHO LEAD. EACH TOOK ON A SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY
FOR THE COMMUNITY, BOTH PHYSICAL AND MENTAL, THAT [ LIVED AND LIVE IN. 1HEY VOLUNTEERED
AND TAUGHT BY EXAMPLE AND LEADERSHIP WHEN OTHERS WOULDN T OR COULDN T. WHETHER IN
BREAKING THE SOUND BARRIER OR IN HUNDREDS OF OTHER HEROIC EXPLOITS AND LEADERSHIP THESE
MEN AND WOMEN DID HAVE THE RIGHT STUFF. ONE WAS THE LOCAL BUSINESSMAN WHO TOLD ME
TO NEVER CUT CORNERS. (OTHERS WERE TEACHERS, 1ED GARRETT, MY THESPIAN DIRECTOR AND MY
DeMoraAy DAD, MOTHER, DAD, MOTHERS AND FATHERS, ADVISORS, SOLDIERS AND MANY LEFT OUT.
WITH A BIT OF OBSERVATION AND THOUGHT, ONE CAN FIND THESE PERSONS WITH THE RIGHT STUFF.

Legendary pilot Chuck Yeager
had West Virginian grit and
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all-American confidence:

Homer Hickam, a rocket boy

And it may be thought that all the owners and enthusiasts who are members of the AMGCRA have it.
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