CAR

rving to define heaven and hell is probably sim-
pler than attempting to draw up the parameters of
what makes a clasaic car. Often in our camesness
to classify this or that car as part of the genre we
overlook or quickly dismis something that has a
lot going for it, a1 the times of its conception and in the grand
scheme of things today

Let's take the MG Y tpe
of the late “40s and early ' 5ls.
Considered by some &8 boo pRm
because of that rather angular
exterior, it hid some fascinating
aspects which elevated it above others
of its time. In a perod when austerity was
the morm, it mamied a bit of old with the new
and offered the buyer something a little bit
mare exciting than appeared af first sight.

The fact that it is a sedan might be a little aff
putting. Many articles have been written about the
motoring suceesses of MG's small overhead camshalt rac-
ing cars and its successhul spons and triaks cars based on
similar chassis and mechanical components. What is gen-
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erally lost sight of is that MG produced more saloon and touring
cars than they did sports and racing models. The ¥ was bom at a
time when separate chassis were the go and wood and beather
were integral (should | say essential) parts of the make up. It had
adequate performance for its time (handling and get up and go)
without resorting to complex engine set ups
By 1939 with magniti-
cent sporting saloons such
as the Two Litre 34 and ihe 2.6
Litre WA, MG had established
itsell as a worthy competitor
among the more traditional saloon
car makers such as Riley. Alvis and
Armsirong Slddeley
The Abingdon outfit hit on a catchy slo-
gan “with grace..with space.. .with pace’ to
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maich is beautifully-appointed and competitively-priced saloons.

ential. The car sat on 14in
pressed sieel wheels with
chromed hubcaps sporting
traditional octagon badges.

Inside, the new saloon was
trimmad in lesther and cloth,
with cut-pile carpets and lash-
ings of imber on door caps,
dash and surrounding win-
dows. The instruments carmied
over the theme of the pre-war
MG WA with octagonal bezels,
Unlike the WA, they were
directly in front of the driver
and all other controls fell easi-
by b hand

The package was well
recived by public and maotor
ing press alike in a post-war
England still in the grip of pri-
vatlons. With only a singhe 5U
carburettor and 47bhp the
1250cc engine had a fair job
o pull the wellappointed saloon but it achieved its objective

Designer Cocil Kimber assured that disceming buyers patronised well and recelved glowing road test repots.

the dealerships by endowing them with good looks
which were also sought after by film producers. By
the way, the slogan was also sought after -
Jaguar adopbed it after the war,

Of all the car makers, MG probably pro-
duced the best of e immedube post-
war crop of cars, certainly in the more
popular sedan range. The takeover of
Riley by Muffield put an end 1o M{'s
luxury sporting saloons and the
concern concentralted on smaller
conbempeorany spors car mechank
cals and chassis.

But if the Y-ope which emerged
was a hybrid, it could also be
described as heady, too, being a
cocktail of no-nonsense Engineenng

“and a pobential that far outstrippsed its
commercial aims.

The sneering set will tell you the car
was based on the allsteel Morms Eight body
which had been trialled by Nuffield prior to
the war, Those looks were carefully camouflaged
by a mew front and rear and, for its time, booked quite
stylish, It was mounted on a new, less flexible boxsection chassis
which was destined, with minor modifications, 1o become the
framae of the new MG TD sports car,

There was nothing camied over as far as the front suspension
was concermed: I was independent and comprised coil springs,
wishbones and integrated shock absorbers and crowned by a
new rack and pinion steening system with a sharp 2.75 tums lock
1o bock. The designer was that esteemed automotive entity Alec
I1'.5iE-|:|||ia'L H:..' the Wiy 1hal arrangement saw 1% way into MG's
sporis jobs all the way from TD (o B. Semiselliptic leal springs
looked after the rear.

The engine was the tried and tested XPAG series overhead
vahve pushrod 1250ce unit intreduced on the TB of "39 mated to a
fourspeed manual gearbox through a single dry-plate clutch.
anchromesh was provided on top, third and second gears and
final drive was through a propeller shafl with a spiral bevel differ

Piain Jane or hidden swprise packel? The sneering sei have
slways dismizsed the MB ¥ a3 nothing more than 3 Morris, bot
bengath ity sedate Nnes there was plenty of MG excellpoce giving
levels of performance more than enough to win it plavdits from
critics of the time.

The new suspension and accurate steering provided
additional security in handling and MG tradi-
tional prowess in braking, by hydraulics on all
four wheels, jusiified continued use of the
company’s Safety Fast slogan
Road testers were full of praise for
the: new MG, especially the front end
te which The Motor attributed
‘much of the credit of the car's
combortable riding and handling
Both it and The Autocar spoke
highly of the ¥'s ability to cruise
readily at high speeds on
Continental motorways in all
weather conditions and of its
equal capacity to ‘potter delightiul
ly around country lanes at 20 to
30mph’. While 1op speed was 112kph
{Thmph}, it's cruising forte was in the
region of 88kph (535mph).
The beautifully restored YA saloon fea-
tured in this article (engine no. XPAG 12912
SC-%, chassis no. 2833, body no. Y3085) belongs
to Bruce and Shirey Kennewell from Canberra bul
was restored over many years by Canberra enthusiast Trevor
Clark. Trevor bought the car to resiore and for several vears the
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bandy sat on a six by four trail
=r o e owed regulany from
his home o Canberra TAFE
where, along with other like-
minded souls, Trevor

e
his panel beating and spraj
painting skills using the Yype

His First task was 1o bnng a
gevere]y rusted boot and
spare wheel compariment
back 1o libe = & weak point in
these cars — and 10 canedully
beat the onginal shape back
into rounded mudguards
badly mis-thapen alter years
Of GhUsE N CAar |_'|a|r|\\ and
garages. Al e thiree Nour

SO0 poT academic wees, this
task ook Trevor [our vears
pefore he was Dappy willhy thee
finashed body shel

Painting was quicker but o
[DE andather yvear (o periect
he lead wiping and final
preparation before the Old
English White top coats could
e applied and work Degar
on the red leather inlenor
The interior work was dome by
the late Bill Phillips, one of
Canbema s leading restorers

Cainciding with that was
Progress on repainig meeciale
scal and chassis COMmpoents
The engine was [ully rebuall

the gearbox inspected and

bearings while

W e

replaced

INgs and brakes
were dutifully given an INSpec.
Lon and worn components
changed. The anly vanahon o
the original was the insialla-
tion of twan carburettors using
a mantiold des qul"l'l far the
Y1, the lourseaher [ourer ver
slon introduced in late 43,
Paower is now a
5 Abhp

Umce complete the Y-Iype

TEESAT]]

had s lirst showing al

nberra's annual Wheels

show in 1989 where 1 drew
many admiring glances and

appreciative comments. But it
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wasn't just a QOSE Car It was
SeROIM O &N InauEuTral e with
Antigue and
Clagzic Car Club on a 3000km
our to the Great Ocean Foad
in Victaria on which if per-

Canberra 5

foxrmeed faultlesshy
ek

the Car bull of many tastes

1er projects beckoned

and after five vears with the

hully restored car Ilr' 'ra'l"l'l‘i"'l.‘l

to sell i and fOCus resources
on other car propecis. Al the
19465 Wheels Show he reluc-

tantly mlaced a “for sale’ ign

dizcrately on the [ront seal
where il was spodled by the
Kemnnewells

MG enthusiasts many years
aga, the Kennewells had drift-
ed away frOm OwWning a can
when life required resources
b directed (owards more
practical matters. In 1994 the
Octagon lured them back and
they bought an MGB. A year
ater they bought the Y. This

vear they added a MG TC

Twin carburetiors
(tap left] have
boasted this ¥'s
oulput to & vary
wseful 54.4bhp,
making it gasy to
drive in modern
conditions. The
B SUTPriSE i
the wooden dash
[Below lefl] is the
lack of @
tachomeler in the
siylish Detagan
imstroment sel-
vp. The daors
open to display 8
plush leather and
wood iolerior.

| have always enjoyed the
early post-war Mulfield saloons
w0 | wias really looking lorward
to taking the Y for a drive

18 1% & bovaly iltbe Car 1o sel-
the into. By modem standands
it is quite compact and the
styling of the perod means
that for the overall widith of
the car, you dont get much
shoulder room

However, the seals wrap
nicely around Your upper
back and you Can sedtle 10 10
enpoy the view along the well
shaped bonnel over the paol-
hed timber dagh, Y

All instruments are &asls
seen [rom the driver s seat
and although reasonabldy com-
F}||'||-' mive, o achomeler 15
a bit of a surprise. The four
speed gearbox provides phen-
iy of I_ﬂ'_'\-:.l'l;_.'!:.' g0 that the Car
1dful in modern
dav trafc. 11 wall cruse aasl
at 90-100kph and = a dehght
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