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Andrew Roberts reflects on a month in the world of MGchequered FLAG

O
ne of the great joys of vintage and historic racing is 
seeing relatively little known cars back in action, and 
nowhere is this seen to better advantage than with the 

Vintage Sports Car Club. This year’s Spring Start race meeting at 
Silverstone was no exception and the field for the 1950s Sports 
and Sports Racing Cars saw Lister Knobbly and Lotus Eleven Le 
Mans facing up to Maserati 300S, Allard and HWM Jaguar. 

Unusually in this 1950s field was the Playford MG, an MG TB 

and the ex-Dick Jacobs MG YB Coupé. Jacobs was one of the 
famous MG names from the 1940s and through into the 1970s 
as a highly successful driver, team owner and entrant, most 
notably associated with his pale green MGAs and the Jacobs 
Midgets. His Mill Garage premises were a port of call for many 
hundreds of MG owners for years, until construction of the M11 
motorway swept this patch of MG history away.

The special bodied Coupé, which raced at Silverstone in the 
hands of Stuart Dean, was a project with the blessing of MG 
General Manager John Thornley. Mill Garage acquired the last 
MG YB chassis from Abingdon and this was fitted with a pretty 
glassfibre coupé body, a 1500cc engine, Wolseley front brakes 
and knock-off wire wheels. The car had a successful competition 
history that included Goodwood, Silverstone and the Brighton 
Speed Trials. In so many ways the 1954 Coupé is typical of the 
one-off cars of the 1950s period where design freedom was 
positively encouraged and names such as Colin Chapman were 
already taking their first and very rapid steps to future success. 

I was fortunately able to meet Dick Jacobs at Mill Garage and 
the impression was of someone who was not only an enthusiast 
through and through, but totally loyal to Abingdon. His daughter, 
the late and charming Pat Horsley, was equally dedicated to MG. 
Both would surely have been pleased to see the Jacobs name 
still appearing in historic racing circles with the MG YB Coupé.  

Spirit of Dick Jacobs is very much alive
Stuart Dean’s MG YB Coupé rolls back the years to the Mill Garage heyday.  

www.mgenthusiast.comMGE July 2015

MG3 draws on octagonal gene pool 
The best of MG’s FWD past combines with brilliant handling 
and astonishing value for money in the new MG3.

L
et’s cut to the chase. I have bought an MG3 Style that has 
replaced the MINI Cooper, although this wasn’t the original 
intention. First was the enticing prospect of a TF LE500 

that drove like a dream, but it didn’t really fit our lifestyle. Then my 
old friend Ron Gammons put me behind the wheel of an MG3 
and I could not believe how good it was, really a case of driving is 
believing. My first MG was a red TA, and with a very similar shade 
there at Brown & Gammons the decision was all too easy.

I have very good memories of my MG ZRs and preceding them 
my MG Maestro and Maestro Turbo, both company car choices in 
those heady days when I didn’t sign the cheques. The 
combination of a great drive and genuine practicality still 
appealed, hence us running three MINI Coopers after the MGR 
demise. But a replacement at our budget level would have seen 
us in at best a four or five year-old model, while for £10k there 
could be a new MG on the drive. For probably the only time in my 
motoring life, heart and head were in unison.

With fewer than 1000 miles on the clock, what is immediately 
evident is how well this MG handles, thanks to the expertise of 
Andy Kitson and his team. The MG magic is right here, just as it 
was in the Z models from MGR. So that’s a big plus. Then there’s 
the space, far more than you might expect from a supermini, and 
the undoubted cachet of driving something different from the run 
of the mill offerings in this sector.

Which brings me to another point. A chance meeting with 
another owner in Sussex – and an MGE reader for good measure 
– confirmed the most favourable impression of their yellow MG3. 
The only problem they reported was constantly having to tell 
enquirers that yes MG is very much alive and what a value 
package the MG3 is. I too have found this, particularly when 
explaining the price/specification, which leaves people astounded. 
As an aside, I am far from certain that the MG advertising 

campaign is getting this across and as a former agency person, I 
question the wisdom of running the MG6 and MG3 models 
together which dilutes the story. Both have a great value story to 
tell, but combining them lessens the impact and in the television 
commercial in particular, the viewer is left with a mixed message.

What is certain is that our MG3 promises to deliver fun, 
versatility and the kind of driving pleasure that is still uniquely MG. 
Even this early in our keeping, the portents are more than 
encouraging. It will be interesting to see how many of us invade 
MG Live! and I rather think the number may well surprise.

Andrew’s MG3 draws looks and comments, but he feels the 
brand’s resurgence is still taking time to be acknowledged 
outside the enthusiast and road tester environment. 

Job done, as Stuart Dean in the ex-Dick Jacobs special-
bodied YB Coupé has held off the MG TB of George Edney  
in the 1950s sports car race at the Vintage Sports Car Club 
2015 Silverstone Spring Start race meeting. 
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