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SPORTING FAVYOURITE in many parts of the weorld, the TD-series M.G,
Midget adds a modern go-anywhere combination of chassis stiffness and

springing flexibility to traditional British

1953 CARS

sports-car characteristics.

The M.G. Midget “TD” and
1:-litre “YB” Saloon

O major changes are being made

in the M.G. cars which will be

shown at Earls Court. Lt.-Col.
Goldie  Gardner’s  record - breaking
single-seater car will be an eye-catching
exhibit, backing up examples of the
TD-series M.G. Midget and the YB-
series M.G. 1}-litre saloon. The
former car has for a long while been
one of Britain's best-selling cars in
America—the latier is, on the other
hand, at present produced only i in right-
hand-drive form.

The lack of sensational changes does
not mean that there has been stagnation
of design, for although these cars have
built up an enviable reputation for
sturdiness and reliability, nothing is
incapable of improvement. For
example, about a year ago an 8-inch
diameter clutch plate replaced one of
Ti-in. diameter. Another modification
made some while ago was the adoption
of a combined front hub and brake
drum assembly, to replace separate
units.

Inconspicuous Improvements

Equally inconspicuous have been
the provision of an additional “ out-
rigger " bearing to stiffen a gearbox
selector shaft, the enlargement of the
engine oil sump, and the fitting of an
in-built Purolator B.P, oil filter. Of the
more visible changes, examples which
may be mentioned are the replacement
of manual by foot-operated head-lamp
dipping, the standardization of a silent
magnetic speedomeler in place of the
chronometric pattern, and the addition
of a water thermometer to the range of
instruments,

The general layout of the Midget
two-seater, which is, of course, built
with either left- or right-hand drive, is
so well known as to require only the
bricfest description. The 1.250 c.c.
four-cylinder o.h.v. engine is mated to

nl4

a remote-control four-speed gearbox,
and twin S.U. carburetters give good
breathing at high r.p.m. A box-section
chassis frame is used. in conjunction
with a coil-spring LF.S." layout, semi-
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elliptic rear springs, and a high-
efficiency rack-and-pinion steering gear,
The body is an open two-sealer, with
full weather protection and offering
much more space for passengers and
luggage than did earlier M.G. Midgets.

Having proved themselves responsive
to tuning for competilion work, these
cars are now available to order at extra
cost in what is known as “ Mark I11™
form, This specification includes =
tuned engine, duplicated shock
absorbers and fuel pumps, and a raised

_rear axle ratio,

Powered by a single-carburetier
version of the Midget engine, the
14-litre saloon has also been much
improved since ils introduction. Apart
from power unit changes common to it
and to the Midget, the recent cars
(identifiable by larger-section tyres and
deeper wing valances above the rear

- wheels) have slightly revised LF.S

geometry, an anti-roll torsion bar link-
ing the coil front springs, enlarged
shock absorbers and a hypoid bevel
rear axle.

Our Road Test Report upon a YA-
series 14-litre saloon 12 months ago
showed a maximum speed of 694

‘m.p.h., 30-50 m.p.h. top gear accelera-

tion in 18.0 secs., 0-S0 m.p.h. through-
the-gears acceleration in 18.8 secs., and
an overall fuel consumption of 29°%
m.p.g. Corresponding figures for an
example of the TD Midget, tested last
month, were: 77.2 m.p.h. with hood and
side-screens erect, 12.5 secs., 12.2 secs.
and 26.7 m.p.g.

FAMILY COMFORT is offered by the 4-seater 1i-litre saloon, which also
retains typically ™M.G. features such as the lively o.h.v. engine and a
responsive rack-and-pinion steering gear.,

MIDGET “TD " TWO-SEATER
ENGINE.—Dimensions: Cylinders, 4; bore,
66.5 mm.; stroke, 90 mm.; cubic capacity, 1,250
C.Cc.; piston area, 21.6 sq. in; valves, pushrod
o h.y.; compression ratio, 7.25/1 (Mk. 1T, 9.3/1).

%ine performance: Max, power, 54.4 b.h.p, at

200 r.p.m. (MX, 11, 65 b.h.p. at 5,500 rn.m)

F per sq. in. piston area, 2,52 (Mk. 11, 3.0).
tngne details: rburcucr‘ 2 inclined SU..
ignition,  12-v, H' plugs, 14 mm. Champion
Il.loshfucl capacity, 125 gallons; ofl flter, Paro-
ator by

AHE\II‘&S!ON —Clutch, 8-in. sinple_ dry
nh!{: overall gear ratios: Top, 5.125: 3rd, 7.008:
2nd, 10.609; 1Ist, 17.938: rev,.” 17.938 (MK. 11
ratins: 4.875, 6.75. 10.1, 17.1% propeller shaft,
Hardy Spicer open: ﬁnal drive, bhypoid bevel,

CHASSIS DETAILS, — Brakes, Lockheed
hydraulic (2.1.5. from); friction lining arca, 99.5
5Q. in,; suspension; front, coil and wishbone
1.F.S.; rear, scnn-clhpuc \hncl\ absorbers, Girling
piston type: r\rc size, 5.50-15.

DIMENSIO! cclhd«:. 7 f 10 ins:
track: front, ifl 11} ins; rear, 4 fi. 2 ins.; over-
all length, 12 ft. | in.; overall widih. 4 ft. 0%
ins.: overall height (over hood). 4 fr. 5 insg
ground clearance, ﬁ ins: turning ciccle, 3114 fi.:
dry weight, 174

I‘BRFORMA\CF DATA. —Tn{l gear m,p.h.
per 1000 r.oom.. 14.5 (MK, IT, 15.23); top mear
m.p.h. at 2.500 fi./min. piston speed, 61.2 (64, 3);
litres per ‘ton-mile, dry. 3,000 (2 8300,

M.G. Specifications

M.G. 1%-LITRE “YB" SALOON
ENGINE,—Dimensions:  Cylinders, 4 bﬂ'c
66.5 mm.; stroke, 90 mmyg cubic cnpac{ur 1259
G0 :‘.usmn area, 21.6 sq. in.; \‘Hl\’t:h. push o
:)h\- compression raliu. 725’
rnrmam'.e Max power,
moﬂ arca. 2.13.

h.p. per sq, in.
delails' Carburcuer inclined; ignition, 12—+
coil; plugs, 14 (‘hammnn L10S; n.-J

cap'wuv 8 ga!lans- il filter, Purolater by-pass

TRANSMISSION.—Cluich, 8-in single  dsy
tate; overall gear ratins: top, 5.125: 3rd, 7.08%
ud, 10.609: Ist, 17.938: rev., 17.938: propeter
shaft, Hardy Spicer. open; final drive, & 41

hypold bevel

CHASSIS DETAILS, — Brakes, Lockhess
hydraulic (2.1.s, front); friction lining area, 995
sq. jm.: suspension: front, coil and wishbose
LF,S. with anti-roll torsion bar; rear, sems-
clliptic; shock absorbers, Girling piston-type; 1yve
size, 5.50-15.

DlMEN‘ilDNS.—-tht!hmc R ft. 3 Ins.; racks
from, 3 fi. 114 ins.: rear, 4 2 :ns., mrn.
length % fi. 5 ins.: overall wldlh 4 f e
owrali height, 4 fi. 9 ins.: ground clcaran:x
6 ins.; turning circle. 35 fi.: dry weight, 194 cwe

PERFORMANCE DATA.—Top gear m.p%
Fcr 1000 npam., 14,5 top gear m.p.h. at "\m
i miin. 6sm_storl speed, 61.2; litres per ton-mi
ry, 2,650,




