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Best of Show - Terry OBrien - 1949 MB YT

The MG Y -type Saloon

Shortly before the outbresk of World War Two, a
andl sdoon had been desgned a Cowley to
replace the old Morris Eight, known as the Series
E, production commenced just before the war and
was continued after it. Whether it was planned a
this point to produce an MG vergon is not known,
dthough a prototype was sad to have been
congructed in the pre-war period.
However in 1947 such a car was announced as the
Y-type, or YA, sdoon. Although the passenger
carying pat of the body was essentidly the same
as the Morris Eight, the YA looked consderably
different to the smdl Morris

The bass for the new MG sdoon was an dl-
welded chasss condructed from box-section sted
that provided a vey durdy ad d4iff frame,
something that had only redly been seen in the
big prewar sdoons. Indeed the chasss was to
provide the bass for the next MG sports car to
appear - the TD, and hence had a smilar
Specification.

The bodywork was of a rounded four-door saloon
dyle with a prgecting luggage boot and smdl
windows to let light into the sdes behind the
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reamog doors A diding sunshine roof was fitted
(dthough it was not glazed like on ealier
models), and the windscreen could aso be opened
for extra ventilation. A long bonnet with a tdl MG
radigtor grille, together with eegant swept wings
and running boards, st the Y-type apat from its
more mundane ocousn and effectivdy disguisd
the  humble origins  of the  body.
The interior was ds0 condderably more luxurious
than that of the Morris with Wanut dashboard
and door trims octagond indruments, an
adjustable seering column, and plush upholgtery.

The YA sdoon found a reedy maket, ad
dthough in dandard form its peformance was
nothing specid as the engine was the same as the
TC, it could be tuned in the same way to produce
condderably more power.

Late in 1948, a four-seet open tourer verson of
the Y-type was introduced, the YT. This had some
of the festures of earlier MG four-seat tourers,
induding the humped scuttle, cutaway door tops,
ad folding windscreen. However, the origind
body's syling did not redly lend itsdf to the
sports car trestment, and 0 looked a little odd.
The tourer had the twin-carburettor engine of the
TC, 0 pefomance was dightly improved,
paticulaly dnce the ca was quite dot lighter
then the YA. Even 90, there was little demand for
such acar, and the YT was dropped in 1950.

In 1951, an uprated verson of the Y-type sdoon
was announced, the YB. Sugpenson changes,
together with amdler diameter wheds led to
improved handling, while the addition of twin-
leeding-shoe brakes a the front provided a more
effective means of sopping too. Production of the
YB oontinued until 1953 when a new axd
different MG sdoon gppeared.



