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Difficult Steering 

_._----

The Editor docsl 
not necessarily 

agree with t he I .. ... 
OPlIllOllS ex-
pressed by his 

Building an Austin-
" Special" 

S 
IR,-I am interested in building 

" Special" from an Austi-n 7 (1937) 
engine and chassis, and if any of your 
readers have had experience of this I should 
be very pleased to receive ideas or advice.-
J. M. HART (Birmingham 22). 

Repairing Windscreen 
Wipers 

S 
IR,-Following advice from you I have 

now been able to repair the windscreen 
wiper on my It litre M.G. As I think that 
the same trouble may be experienced by 

owner~ who have this type of wiper, 

a 

IR,-In my letter to you on the above 
S subject', which was included in the 
December issue of PRACTICAL MOTORIST 
AND MOTOR CYCLIST you have described 
the sketch shown as being the" wedge which 
gives full surface contact to spring and plat-
form." That sketch, in fact, was intended 

Axle pliitForm. 

The wedge adopted by S. R. Cairns 

to show why I considered the fitting of the 
~in. strip to be bad practice. 

The sketch for a full wedge would be as 
is here shown, this being the method I 
adopted with the light alloy wedge, ·as men-
tioned in my letter.-S. R. CAIRNS (Hants). 

Jowett Bradford Vans 
IR,-We notice in the December issue of 

S PRACTICAL MOTORIST AND MOTOR 
CYCLIST on page 522, Mr. Ivor Clew has 
said that the Jowett Bradford van, 1946 
model, is fitted with a Borg and Beck clutch. 
This is incorrect, insomuch as the "CA" 
and the "CB" models which were manu-
factured in 1946/7/8/9 are fitted with our 
own clutch. The Borg and Beck clutch was 
introduced on the" CC " model in 1950. 

We fully apprecia te how these :l. :stakes 
can occur and we do not wish in airy way 
to cr-iticise the service you are offering to 
the motorist. We are still very interested 
in our product and will continue to supply 
spares and service facilities for a number of 
years to come.-JOWETT CARS LIMITED 
(B~ rlev) 

Assembling Motor Cycle Cylinder Barrels 
IR,-With reference to your "From 

S Readers to Readers" column-Assem-
bling Motor Cycle Cylinder Barrels, by
J. H. Hoyer, p3ge 495, November issue, in 
my opinion the correct method would be to 
heat the piston, either by hot water or oil, 
before removing or fitting a new gudgeon 
pin. This is impossible if Mr. Hoyer's 
method is used. If the pin were removed 
or fitted cold it would enlarge the gudgeon 
pin hole in the piston and result in the pin 
oscillating and possibly sliding out of the 
pisto:1 ana damaging the cylinder bore. 

I have had the pleasure of recelvmg 
PRACTICAL MOTORIST AND MOTOR CYCLIST 
since the first issue, and I have found many 
useful hints and much advice.-F. J. 
DAWSON (Preston). 

SIR,-I feel that Mr. Hoyer has four 
hands or an assistant he does not 

mention. I, like many of those with motor 
·vehicles to maintain, try to find the easy 
way, I would like to explain the way I 
have done the same operation with, I feel, 
less discomfo!t and less time involved. 

After fitting the rings to the piston, which 
is still on the con-rod, screw two of the 
cylinder-head studs part way into the 
barrel. One on the offside and the other 
on the nearside. Take a piece of cord, slip-
knot it on to one of the studs, and lift the 
barrel above the engine. If it is a large 
one similar to mine (a 600 cc. S/V) it will 
be easier to take the weight on one knee, 

thought that details of the necessary pro-
cedure for the work may be of interesr. 

The wipers are fitted behind the wood 
above the instrument panel, and it is 
impossible to remove them, without first 
removing this wood. First, it is necessary 
to unscrew the screws holding the wood 
fitted at the top of the windscreen. Then 
th ·~ side pieces can. be removed. The next 
step is to remove the lower piece of wood 
behind which are fastened the wipers. The 
screws at the top and side pieces are visible. 
To reach the screws of the bottom piece it 
is necessary to wind the windscreen out-
wards. · The head of the screws can then 
be seen in the rim of the outside body-
work. Normally they are covered by the 
windscreen. This lower piece of wood-
work can be removed if the starting knobs 
of the wipers are taken off. 

It is now easy to examine the wiper wheel 
boxes and to replace any damaged parts. 
-B. H. BESWICK (Hucknall). 

thus freeing one hand. Take the cord over 
and then in a position to line up over the 
engine. Next an inner tube (elastic band), 
should be hooked on to a suitable place, 
i.e., on the back-frame. The position I usc 
is the rear foot rest. Stretch the band 
across on to the kick-start crank; which 
will then raise the piston. Line it into posi-
tion, and with a ring clamp compress the 
rings. The tension on the kick-start moves 
the piston up the bore and the job is done. 
N. EDWARDS (Nuneaton). 

Suggestion by N. 
Ed war d s for assembling 
motor cycle cylinder barrels 




