
~80 

Geneva Bentley 

COACHWORK of more 
than average merit 

is usually displayed at 
the Geneva Salon . This 
line Bentley drop-head 
coupe' should be able to 
stand comparison with 
any of the coachwork ex­
hibits from Conti nell tal 
constructors at the forth­
coming Geneva Show, 
which opens on March 16 
and closes on March 26. 

The Park Ward 'pro, 
duction has gracefully 
curved lines which are 
emphasized by the colour 
scheme of ivory and 
black, with chromium-
plated mouldings on . 
the waist line, on ' the lower edge of 
the full-flow front wings, and on the 
lower edge of the rear wings. The fold. 
ing head is power-operated and, when 
lowered,lies flat. The single-panel screen 
is fixed, and the door and quarter lights 
have chromium-plated metal frames arid 
drop flush into the body. The door 
windows are power-operated, but' the 
quarter lights are controlled by winders. 

The framework of the body is of Park 
Ward patent steel construction covered 
with aluminium panels. The interior 
has uphOlstery in bolster style with 
piped edges and pleated inserts, and the 
woodwork is of polished walnut. In­
terior heater and radio set are fitted , and 
the large luggage locker has an interior 
light and also accommodates the spare 
wheel on a spring-loaded revolving base 
which allo'!\·s it to be easily withdrawn. 

BEN Acco1lDis 

I N the annual report of the ~Iotor a:ld 
Cycle Trades Benevolent F und, ca : ­

tal is shown to be {274,647. T he out ­
standing feature of BEN's acti\'ity dur­
ing the year was the opening of the 
fund's first home for elderly people. 

Driving Tesls 

I T is understood that the ::\lini;;rer of 
Transport has approved, in principle, 

an increase in the cost of the driving 
test from 7s 6d to 109. Before this can 
come into force, it has to undergo the 
official parliamentary procedure. Appro­
val for the increase, however, is almost 
certain, because, during 1947, the cost of 
ruuning driviIlg tests exceeded income 
by {74,000 and, in 1948, by {86,000. 
Since the driving tests were resumed in 
November, 1946, over 1,033,000 have 
been conducted. 

A.A. Opens Paris Office 

FOR the benefit of members touring 
on the Continent, the Automobile 

Association has opened an office at the 
Credit Lyonnais, Service des Accredites, 
19, Boulevard des Italiens, Paris, 2eme. 

The staff of this new bureau will 
answer queries and give information and 
advice on all aspects of foreign travel, 
including the latest news on cross­
Channel shipping for the return journey. 
In the event of serious mechanical break· 
down, members will be given assistance 
in arranging for their vehicles to be re­
turned to the most convenient French 
port. by rail under the Association's free 
Continental breakdown sen'ice. 

Ivory and black finishes stress the /lowing lines of Park Ward's Bentley coachwork for the 

Geneo;a Show. 
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is now in charge of sales, went through 
the car's selling points, and confirmed 
a s table sales policy. · The works were 
open for inspection and cars were pro­
"ided for test. 

Off 10 New YOl'k 

THE chairman ' of the S.M.M.T., Sir 
"'illiam Rootes, has sailed for New 

York in readiness for the British Auto­
mobile and IVfotor Cycle Show (April 
1j -20). He will make an extended tour 
0: the U.S.A. and Canada, later joining 
±e S . ~.:'I.T. show committee in New 
Yar1;:, 

Before lea" ing, Sir vVilli?-nl , stressed 
:b.e need for exports and warn.ed the 

mo::orist that he must expect to 
n:. He wa optimistic regarding 
car- in t he Western Hemisphere, 

_ id t hat the Rootes Group was 
'-e in, 1, 500 cars a month to ,North 
. meriea and had a back-log of orders. 

La;:e5t firm to be added to the list of 
"xhibitor is the Bristol company, which 

. ; be sho\\'ing at the Grand Palace. 

I 

At the Chicago Sports and Outdoors Show held at the Navy Pier early this month, 
there was an exhibit of M.G. cars_ With the M.G. in this picture are (left to right) 
Mr. C. W. Baker, Nuffield representative in the U.S.A.; Mr. S. H. Amolt, president 
of S. H. Arnolt, Inc., distributors for the make in the Midwest; and Mr. C. B. Webb, 

, representative of the U.S. concessionaires, the Hambro Trading Co. of America. 
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