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It was a‘maghificent journey in 1907 when an
Italian drove one of those new-fangled, or at
least recently-fangled motorcars from

Peking to Paris, 10,000 miles. It was still
quite a trip when S J Perelfian the American
humorist and traveller set out from Paris

for Peking in 1978. Here is Perelman’s
version of how he talked The Sunday Times
into backing him for what became, sadly

_ but triumphantly, his fast trip and...

PERELMAN'S
LAST
PIECE

ELL. speak up, Jevons,
:hallm:ed him, * Are
cady to cat your
words? \\h:u I told you that the
Algonguin Round Table, the most
renowned coterie of wits since
the Mermaid Tavern's, had never
disbanded—thar it was in fact
coruscating right here more bril-
liantly than ever—you hooted in
scorn, derided me. Do 1 see a hit
ef eﬁg on your face now, pappy? "
| bewildered gaze my
Iunchcnn guest turned on me was
logy enough. “You've con-
\m ced me, all right. I'm absalutely
specchless—dumbfounded.”

And when Hannibal Jevons is
dumbfounded that is news indee
for linle under Heaven surpr
the editorin.chici of Britain’s
most prestigious weekend journal,
The Sunday Chimes, a man of
intellect, equally famed
Enr lus ability to be in three places
at_once or none at all. At the
mament, he and | were ensconced

113

going to publish this. But 1 can
reveal a highlight or two. Sup-
pose [ fmimated thar the nine
characters at that table were—
well, not altogether legit.

“What? Are you implying
that the George S. Kaufman yon-
der is a fake—that the Woallcott
wie see there is not all poud and a
yard wide? *

* Pray hear me out,” | besought
him. " When Frank se, the
original proprietor of this hotel,
sold it, Jlae and the new owners

agreed that the Round Table was
ton cashworthy a legend to die on
the vine. Accordingly, a cerfain
meeting ook place in the offices
of the Theater Gi the content
of which may never be known.” [
paused to allow Jevons time
sponge away the tiny bead of
sweat nbscuring  his  forehead,
* Would it interest you to learn
that on a remote New Jer
chicken farm there i3 an actor
workshop all of whose members

Bl Wiy

The Algonquin's literary lions
didn't fook old enough for
Could they really be (clockwise from left) Dorathy
Parker, Benchley, Woollcolt, Broun. Connelly,

Adams, Edna Ferber, Kau
(far right} explains o p

the Twenh

man and Sherwood? P
ne-smoking Jevons

50 years o have passed.

when  the sudience here §
mainly foreign -
stars, lialian |

in a !n[w(h :Iﬂm“e ||t|ntt‘1 -'\|Il!.ﬂﬂ- strikingly resemble those of the 5
uin's famed Red Room, where ‘.umml Algonguin RoundTable? "
ﬂm mere hint that somebody s " i — 1 wis dis- 1',::‘,::':“:\':'[1.:"

'
L} n-r.l the

nobody guarantees one a welcome vay just i “’I o
i 5 0 Jni  readir severdl i
Fable. the o o it 3 anothers Persian, and. D o i o Y0 anything
Table, the nine {unsters who had Mo, it's Cesar Romero. B A 3 E
infmiortalisod it and who cams 405 SR LESEY IMMTErD. Parker, lining Edna Ferber's paiure 7~ dence, the B pound ster

"of 1 Was saying — from that nexus, acid invitation o precede was alio ailing. On its recovery

grb:d the Supreme Court of
were in session—George
aufman, Franklin . Adams,
A!r.:a.nder Woollcotr,  Daorothy
Parker, Robert Benchley, Edna
Ferber, Heywood Broun, Mare
Connelly, and Robert Sherwood.

Though too far away o caich
their persiflage, we could toll from
the hurricane of chuckles that
wisecracks galore were being
«coined. epigrams bandicd, rapier-
like witticisms exchanged, and
funnybones tickled. More for.
tunate than durselves were the
diners in earshot; convulsed
with laughter, they slapped thighs
ecstatically and  nudged each
other'’s ribs—the Algongquin's ribs
are second 1o mone, even i
nudging them oft-times creates
greasy fngers.

As was only proper, the tables
nearest the galaxy held Gatham's
elite—the society leaders, couturi-
ers, decorators, fashionable h
dmuer\ and astrologers, museum
“directors, and various other
gimbaljawed  frui feverishly
memorising the quips in order 1o
repeat  them - at  their  own
rookeries. The hoydenish tomboy
imimacy, punctuated by the eld-
ritch screams  of overwrought
women and the cries of * Gueel!”,
* Pugcil”, * Cartier!”, gave ample
prool, were any needed, that this
was where it all happens, man,

“But see here” said Jevons
suddenly, his analytical, restless,
newshawk mind l:r.lrllﬂnn: with
the abvious paradox. = Since all
these noted pl.lw.nphl\. column:
isis, and crit were ulready
middle-aged me in the Twenties,

ow came they look cxactly the
same now, hali @ century later?
They must he well over 2
hundre:

‘nul;' Yet can you believe
that not a single one of our media
—the press, televisl i

radin—
has ever. bnll\:rcd to dig into that
en
"Unul this moment, ™y
friend!" A boss journalist to his
fingertips, Jevoms was already
tally confecting  headlines.
'm going to assign an investi-
am 10 this—maybe fwo
investigative teams . . . But
Jisten!™ ‘he burst forth, nearly
capsized by the force of his
inspiration. " Why don't pou do it
for us?"
1 permitted m; <e][ i) quiet
wlll “1al cady ave.”
“You mean xpu've written 7"

He half-rose {rdm his chair.  I'll
print it in Izanncr type across the
!.'mn( mgr I'll pay you fifty thou-
wan

“Dne m—nnd Hannibal, slow
down," I * Nobody's

that talent pool in N
drawn the mumm,
that table — duplicates of the
ploneer merry-andrews so similar
that if they venrure into & saloon
frequented by the original nine,
its barman invariably drops dead
of shock. Perhaps ' invariably * is
incorrect, since nob can drop
dead over and
Staggerin declarcd Jevans,
*This is certainly the Grear Im-
personation, but on a scale which
that great fabulist E. Phillipa
Oppenheim never dared imagine,
Tell me, theugh,” he said, perplex-
edly scratching his wee head,
. 1 if these jesters o
wh abour their matecial? s
there conceivably hidden away an
the premises a staff of writers re-
furbishing their dialogue, up-
dmn: their jokes for modern
cars?

“ Don't be an Alredale,” I said
“Why go to the expense

namely, * Age before beaut
retorting ' Pearls before swir
“Then this whole grisly b
doan, this  animated  Mad
Tussaud's, is cranked out
for the clientele and
ever tumbled? ™ he asked.
did you cotton o the rruth 7
“Well, through Robert Bench.
ley, actually. Tongue sened by
the gr he once confided th
ay he was weaving back 1o
chambers one morning, he
into his double. The m
shaven and bowler-hait
his way to perform at th
' Recovering  from
Bench-

1, was on
e

into a soda fountain
& confession {rom him.

Jevons extracted a bandanna
handkerchicl and blew his
1o conceal his emotiom.. His eyes

were shining. * You kiow, felliw,

the folder

PERELMAN
PREPARED,
WITH MG

. THIS Is the car—here in

ourer bought new in 194%
and treasured ever since. It
had a soft top: mareover and
very importanily for Perel-
man it had (or 5o he was con-
vinced) windows made oot of
the rarer portions of Huossisa
The plan was is
route of ihe 1907
inental car race fram
Faris, but Perelman,
inal, wanied 1o cover
the route backwards; or muore
precively, In reverse order
though not 0 reverse—io
France, Iuh. Yugoslavia,
rkey, Iran, India,
d then by baat 1o

(dl!lhﬂ and Peking.
little car was filled with Per
man and two experie an old
n trubler was filled with
parts far the car and
spare food for the expedition
They survived floods and (eed
polsoning: the car survived
weveral aperations en route,

« + » and then they
drove te China

portrayed u amart

e
'NSIDE ’ LOOK/MOTHERS-IN-LAW/BRIEF ENCOUNTERS page 37 @ THE ARTS page 43 @ BOOKS Page 44
KISSINGER: THE CAMBODIAN TRAGEDY Page 40 @ SPECIAL CHRISTMAS QUIZ page 46

we found that it had devalued
fifty per ceni, and every suto

in Bangkok was filled

mechanic

trip like
monkey in

this?

filthy overalls

appasite gender

ver

y and 1 drove all aver

France, Belgium, Mol
Denmuark

cultural  experience, |
take ir, that you've mever re
covered from

And what I'm now
is that The S

S0 1 keep it
Philadelphis—a
icutessen ™
ded  sympathetl
eal ambiance for
However, this cur
rem us wour you're pi
posing. What are its dimens
Continental ¥ Hemispheric ?
Glabal ¥
“1 h

en't worked bt
Jusi

tell the wruih.
extended jo

(I||,||||. |r m the Cape Cabro? ™

* Well™ 1 hesliated, * the trip
1 wisualised would be & lelsurely
ramble around Europe, say, visit-
ing different spas and watering-
places, their grest hotels and
casinos—soaking up the colowr,
the nostalgla of the Belle Epoque
~—and then writlng abuut ki in a
breathless, Beverly Nichols sryle.

BGREDUCE
ATALLBRA

ES
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len m 1, the infinite
i 'Iui Q:ﬂmn present it,
-rm as naught; this steely in-

dnruiun! & moment ago my a]]y.
L

COm
were |uck’t'l‘?-ll| a, stri 1e of
N

1ls. 1 surrendered whira

eart. Oa :the instant, Jevon'
wlm

‘underwent. ‘a

"nfnn'ellnus—-up] 1}
Jubilantly. “I'm deligh
able to hammer out a deal ere
I sky away to London tenight.
Now, remember — start conduct:
ing a search for that mechanic
“immediately, and U'll be in, i au:ll
awith you pronte with one W
ideas” for  your
« bienrar”

A quick handclasp, and the
man was gone. | rubbed my aves,
barely able to credit my senses,
Had {: all been a chimera, this
talk of @ far.ranging journey, of
coral - stran and snow-capped
mountains, of magic expenia
‘nccounts cpening wide on fairy
t’wm But no — here was a blue-

owled waiter bending over me
ullll a bill that he had rolled into
u tube and was levelling at_my
“temple. As 1 scrawled Hannibal
Jevons’s  signature across' i1, T
somehow felt it strengthened the
bond betwsen us.

|TO UNRAVEL the chain of events,
tor the skein of events—or the
(sean of events or die Schoene
events, H’ you hwspen 1o Iu

Oklshoma, On second thought,
rj: , maybe she's too spectacu-

your purposes. 1 mean,
yoll don't want anyone with
creamy :Iml and hair like spun

b 1 be the judge of that” T
said hmltbn * Mapter of fact,
instead of bothering with dinner,
why?mldn'l 1 call her up right
now?

" Yes, if you like—I'm sure
there's phone service in
Ngorongoro Crater. She's insi
there somewhere banding rhi
but you can have her paged

Tt ‘wasn't until Luna's nomines
returned from the Dark Conti-
nent some weeks later that I
comprehended the logic of her
hoice, In the polychromatic
‘exas_boots she wore that even.
ing, Goody Tuchoux was incon-
testably the longeststemmed
American Beauty rose 1 had ever
seen. A good six foot three, her
swin| gait measured Tully a
yard between steps, and her
merest gesture. stirred a breese
that wildly agitated the curtain
Whether gh’ilﬂl‘ af her fronti
origin  or  the elephant-hair
bracelets she wore and the
whisk she brandithed, she
the impression that a_her
white-faced steers or wildebeests
might thunder by at any moment,
churning up the dust. Gnee our
eight  was equalised 2t the
dinnenl-h]a by the phone hooks
{wlrht on, 1 _was enabled to

e stock of Goody's features
lnd found them quite preposses-
sing. She seemed to combine
elements of Esther Willlams,
Julie Newmar, and Pearl White,
the serial queen of an earlier

A
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though g Kong

'hupitll the
foreign pen driver.”

in mishaps.
way included an u
In Vienna wil

night in a hostel for vi

the suspicious
them for CIA

in Hong Keong, Per

lipped  understatement

riu moved very [fast

ot of veeri

encountered. The car
wived—though gradually

PERELMAN IN
PEKING, WITH

@ Perelman made it to Peking
—feor proof, there's a Mao
poster ln t||¢ background—

whl:h he rudnd in Novem-
Ty

He

e took & grim sa :fulion
m

nut a hotrl
room. Obliged to spend |1|n

ting
Communist delegates, Ptr:l-
man ruefully suppesed that

1t taken

Interviewed by the South
c.‘-‘rlim Morning Post en his

man showed a certain tigh

su}lnl that the trip had been

hilL" * International lor-
own
the narrow rosds so we did a

drivers of Indla and Iran &
prohably the wildest they had

sar:
all

s MG badges  vankhed,
stolen by souvenirhunters.
Dut smeong the dangers met

rmonmted. this veleran
hotel d 1o ive peide
tels " re
of place 16 the indigeniib
unbeliey

ledgings -h-tlu Fate urni
up e

Asked sbout his reason lu
the trip,

punslement. He recalled that
three lady scquaintances had

«l u;hu ques-
tion ot him en mun
from New \‘nk. ‘ ‘ildnl!.
you really know what you're
deing? ™ His reply had been:
“ Honeys, we haven't really
got  that much time s
launch nte philssaphical dis-
cussions.”

Friends of Perslman weed
to conclude that bhe lked
keeping on the mave a1 8 way
ol escape (rom something ar
oiber, oot very well-defined.
He also liked to set himsell a

sxamin,

comic -
always testing
was really true
lhul hardship could be 8 load
I laughs. Sameh he In-
iy found them.
From Peliog, Perelman was
flown home to America in
December. Nine months Later,
still & process of re-

l:wnﬂl! ures en
the read te Peking, he died

rish
fram our Ium:h at the A uum
: the.  Olympian
the compas-
‘gion of a nd the tenacity
of a I{tlnrl:h "Schliemann. Un‘
{fortunarely,  since

alossus

reely as | can the major develop-
pents in my project during the
ext several mont!

+ The obligation Jevons had laid
ion me to discover a. fémale
tmechanic of the kind He
{envisioned—stunning blonde, and
‘well over six feet—proved more
sirksome than might be supposed.
:There were plenty of studning
imechanies and heaps of [liutle
*blonde. ones, but all were-as so
Cmany sparrows, , petite - handfuls
stotally lacking the stamina to sir-
svive a gruelling aute excursion.
!There were, alternatively, scads
of female I the size of

she was a bu ovcr the hill, 1o tre
sure; atill, she lacked the ero
feet and turkey wattles often
ound in women of that sge.
asked Miss Tuchoux about her
career.

“I'm an anaesthetist in an
advertising agency,” she replied.
“ Whenever my :omr:ny needs
to steal a fifieen million dollar

account from another amency,
heJ und me in first to befuddle
te the outfit thar

they" u mllaaln&.
at  sounds ik
work. Daes it pay well
* Oh, yos, 1 make a huge annual
stipend, but it's too confining. I
e i s

1 wcant, she said,

a long trip with

an older man in
the wriling game ...

arduous

S

prenadiers, absolute giraffes, but
their hair colouring ranged from
“brunette 1o henna and their
features from bovine to simian,
n short, not a single one com:
‘bined the Junoesque proportions
and actual blondness that he had
specified. | myself was much less
of a perfectionist, believing as 1
do that beauty is only skin-deep,
vet despite the cables I des-
rnlrhcd begging Jevons to modify
is stgndards he was inflexible. In
despair, 1 finally rang up Luna
Park, and broached lht problem.
“Well, 1 know a persan who
fulfils the visnal requirements.”
she =aid. * But 1 can't answer for
ler expertise with motors, Why
don't you come to dinner some
night and ask her?"
*Wha is thiz character? "
. Her name is Goody Tuchoux
end she hails from Poachblow,

erave to burst my honds, to head
for the horizon. Do _you know
what I'm dying to do? 1 want to
take a long trip with

T was thunderstruck but resal-
ved to kur my cool. "Have you
v any remote chance
discussed this ambitian of ynu!a’ "
*No, and 1'll tell you why not,"
Gﬂedy confessed. “1'd have 1o hl
a trained mechanic to qualify for
like that, and 1 don't under-
about motor

and Luna

have
nur [

you

grains of saliva on
hrolt in wielding
“Now, did 1
somewhere that such a trip is
the drawing board?™

!G_

That a compleie stranger and
T should have been thinking aloog

the exact same lnes

asonishing that

was

an older man, someone two or
three times my age, someone in
the writing game."

“Well, dog my cats,” T mure

mured, surprised. "By ‘auto-
mobile,' 1 dare-suy you mean a
chauffeur - driven olls - Royce

Camargue with ® bullvin bar,
bufialo  faprobes, and wicker
hels containing cold boiled
en, lced champagne, and
m::adaﬂ»l Auts."

* Heavens!" she protested,
*that would be much too posh
and artificial for yours wruly. 1
was thinking of a tny forelgn
convertible, a vintage fun car,
maybe with isinglass  aide-
curtaing.”

there had been other

¥ ng
instances of parallel Ins;nlrn[nn.
Wallace
the
theory of natural selection, Time
and Newsweek publishing similar

such a3 Darwin  and
simultaneously  evolving

covers, etc. At any rate, 1 the
upon instructed Goody to h

Ioose and not sign up with anyone
elie proposing a vintage automa-
bile tour. That night 1 telexed
N"‘; " Aren't

Jevons that sur arduous
had finally borne fruit. 1
Goody's executive train
phenomenal stature, an

some

undrmlnd. from

1 was momen-
tarily tempted 1o repart it 1o the
ery [or Psychical Research.
n-ul!.

, her

her
splendid physical endowment, but
1 did not exaggerate her technical
proficlency vis-a-vis sutomobiles.

1 figured that If the car broke
down aomewhare, those seven.
league boots could always wiride
to the nearest garage for help.

Initially, there was EIPAT
from ]l!\‘Unl o my message. Th
ane morning there arrived from
his London office a boak that in
a single stroke ahered the entire
scope of my projected rour. I
title was Peking 10 I'.In\ and its

of

author Luigi Bai 3 ure
nalist. Written in I‘m._ the k
was & vivid chropicle of the

famous intercontinenial suiomo
hile race held in that year in
which five machines—three of
them French, the other two
Italian and Dutch—had competed
for & prire offered by the news-
paper Le Matin, The route of the
contestants lay through the Gobi
desert, Mongolia, Siberia, Russia
Poland, and Germany, and the
rigours they esperienced made
any modern counterpart seem
infantile.

As il to dispel any doubr I

on

"0

might have as 10 his motive in
sending me the book, Jevons had
threeline note. It
much hotter ides
than yours. Advise you scrub

European junket and drive Paris
to Peking. Sunday Chimes will
furnish every support. Blessings ™
The effect upon me of this balt
- from the blue may be imagined
g My hands trembled as | rang up
Goody Tuchoux, who lstened
enrapured to my summary of
the book's contents
you thrilled *3  ahe
exulted. ® Naturally he wants us
to do the same thing. t's as pl
as the nose on. your face.” The
moment the words had escaped
har lips, she became apologetic.
* Oh I'm terribly sorry—nothing's

as plain s the nose on your face.
it, you sent him
such & rave about me that he's
r Assige

What 1 »

turming

ment. 1t's o, too (a2
S0 it seemed 1o

af

first flush

thirty-yearald vintage car
being unobual

paris for

a
tials
I

same
able en route,

ionship with

. and
tal
5 and twa sh

P oar ¢
d d
which would follow at

the
masierpiece

and Auia

these would

was mildewing

in &
Spare

®

at tha publicity value of the
exploit, was prepared to fumish
its longest Land Rever, squipped
with winches, clnches, n% mech-
snical blintres, 1o extract us
from any emergency. Available
1o drive the latrer, furthermare
was an M expert avid 1o
underiake the journey. In clos
ing, Jevam effervescently added
that he was sure my relationship
with Goody Tuchoux wa:
ing and that inasmuch
project was now & dead cerr, 1
ought now forwerd my car to
England post-haste

The picture, unforiurately,
not v rosy & b
elieved. Far from ripening.
relationship  with Goody was
mildewing. Despite her eflorts
find tutelage in aute mechanics,
she said none was available. Om
the personal level, the portents
for our amoclaticn were even less
ng. distinet renslon
underlay our occasional meetings,

¥

owing 1o the cur tapics. Goody

emergency Tatiled e abowt Irized-bair-

luggage. In a car siyles, Bloomingdales .

capac wei four windows,  fashionable  disco-

ing bags, theques she was bemused with st

milestly impossible, the moment. Eg ally bizarre wan

ne solution, though the girl's udée fxe that she was 2

e provided with a buteressed
ntaining the essens hatograph:
ven by some quali. Sazelles snapped from

safari care. With incre

ce and aid us in the guency, she speculated
range and power of camersy
X needed 1o photograph the Hima
JM\;;mr Jevons 10 he magsrines tha
foregoini was & ch works. What 1
ol equivacation: I gjied 1o hear e watly

rumble of the creative urge that
alwayy precedes disaster.

Berween the complexities of
because he replied thippin
i Leyland, swooning Ing visas to the couniries we wers

to transic, and ll!: 1|'I|¢, It wn
ar Londen, lﬁl mr
ollgw =

n-d—.tht
'

" .
on the humld evedn
slong to &  difer-par
encountered the un.nr hl‘tu‘ of
a pablishing firm who betrayed
viuble concern wpen secing me

He drew COTEeT.
“ Thin came! o my dusk
h-mtn; e .
Iwi

you'd l‘.wl"f sed |l nrunm

The letier, sinafpting from »
literary agency operated lor one
Solomon Caln, bee forth that his
client, Goody Tuchoux, was driv
ing fram Paris 1o Paking with me
shortly in the vehicle dewcribed
and offered Riumn, the recipient,
publication rights in ber account

of the trip by the (allowin
spring. This sctount, Im:
form
mere

write, was
success. However, he went om, as
Goody Tuchous was nq... Eurnr

very soon, he was sl
offer to a

.
mber of nrHrr pub-

tings from her hometown paper,

and & comic map i our prospec-
tive itinerary, all weven inte I
rapturous  schoalglrl  diary
puerile that ond's feet bied |n
shame

“W-What s this? ] stam-
meved, completely unhorsed

“ Skulduggery,” replied Blant.
* Whoever this Delilah ls, Sem-
son, she's on o castratien ek
She's aiming ta best you imie
prins.”
By the mex: mpraing, ssssgh

steam had whistled out of my
ears o that ame Teaion-
Iy coberent, and |

phosed
Goody 1o hustle du--‘ 1o my digs

sublte, The mé af wts
innocence, \.u-«Lr-I outrage, and
wounde which she

greeted my accusatlon could net
have been equalled. by Elencrs
Duse. Rather tham hersalf, she
rocl the three persans
e were moysell—{or igno
ing her repeated statement th
she was gning to compile 2 phato
journal Solomon Cain for
ting 2 & hard sell, and
und Park, whose belp e had
enlisted in prepariag the sample
diary

When 1 rejecied  ber
saphistries, Miss

grouped m! fell

ultimate

forth, a weritable
eventually, how

tears lu\hrd
Victaria Nys
ever, the lady r
of harsell snd

of self presery
kn I realived
deliver -n.!

force that the bullding shosk sn

itn foundations. [ bore it with
equanimity. Between you and me,
1 doubt whether we would ha
made it far o Versallles

. PR —r]

® Our critles” selection of
what's an in the Arts
his week

I————
. THEATRE
LONDON  ris

¥, Lot Trisa hrunlu in
" Never Mmd the Bullock:

ke ) .kmu
g:(nbm Hitod 'legeed nie
rough nsodern

dedical

amkm‘kl and  Hapn,

<.
binarre mi Boting
Bumsaur iy
rimmd-—-nd i ume e

mpstesd T84 GIIN.) rp comedy of the vﬂt "
A You LEa M Skt IpbTons divcted by Bertha T wAIEUDER: ArCEE ool il oy
\kmun church (St Gearge’s, gD, AltlrzA‘cuIm: wtmmhr ".Ifral.“ Eﬂlﬂmu:;::i Kﬂu:::::p m'...ﬂ..' il monc';: so““
;;m‘::"" e m‘:‘n«x;".u brears(WhieRal] Lipmen vod Julian Curry (Quee's Mrnler diescit & uisag ¢
ulgn the f‘u m"‘ t Superstar by Andrew I H Pm Gems. Notable for °I|'u'w nnunhui o s".h.-n e
"‘"""" i ddvesber Tamd | Ties Wice. 'lﬂrulft:;m-‘n krimu-“mu. o TEE ). SO e
roftably blas: Excellent music. Not 1o be miste
Fhemaus musical in 13 beve TAMwych, 15 6304). Usticorered County by Apthur
year. (Palace 437 883 Roskery Nook b llu 1': vere, teresning
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PERELMAN
PREPARED,
WITH MG

. THIS is the car—here in
its intrepid owner
J. Perelman
out From Paris for Peking;
MG tourer bought ne
and treasured ever
had a soft top; moreover and
very importantly for Perel-
man it had (or so he was con-
vinced) windows made out of
the rarer portions of Russian
sturgeon, The plan was to
take the route of the 1907
intercontinental car race from
Peking to but Perelman,
ever original, wanted to cover
the route backwards; or more
precisely, in reverse order
though not in reverse—io
France, Italy, Yugosl
, Turkey, Iran, I
5 ill\(l then by b
Hong Kong and on inte China
to Canton and Peking. The
little car was filled with Perel-
man and two experts. on old
MGs, a trailer was filled with
spare parts for the car and
spare food for the expedition.
They survived floods and food
poisoning; the car survived
several operations en route.

.+ . and then they
drove to China

1'”‘.<
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