The Classic'Y'
N L1
7 [

The Newsletter of The M.G. "Y" Type Register

Issue No. l1S% December ZOG06G

EDITORIAL

Well, the ink—jet printer I have struggled with =s11 SUMMmer ,
and maybe for the last three years, finally went "bang!”. So,
we are back to the ocld—fashioned "cut & paste” method. 8till,
I managed like this for twenty years or =0 and it does have
some advantages. So, press on...

REGISTER NEWS

¥/309% {allocated No.l13466 on cur Register) is said tao be
hidden away in a lock—up garage in Woking, Surrey. it
apparently wasn’t roadworthy when 1t was put away some ten
years ago. It is a 1249 car with engine ne. SC/13%912, and its
body no. is 3I076/7 It has a "UMG" number—plate.

CARS FOR SALE

"M.G. YB Saloon,; 1752. Mechanical ruming gear and body fully
restored. Needs trim and interior fitting. Complete; s11

availanie. £4,7%0. Tel: [

"M, G- YE Saloon, YPTR. Maroocn. Excellent rurmmer, good
condition, no ot and original body. Used reqularly, <good
starter, reliable. Stainless~steel exhaust, new tyres, some
spares. £3,800. Tel: _ {Hinckley) .
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Deasr John,

Apropos your recent "find" of Y/S205, describked in the
"Register News” (TC¥IT8) guite rightly as mext 7in line” to my
Y /G205, I think I can give an explanation for the

registrations (YUMGEL0" and "UMGIR&") of these two cars being
so far apart.

1 have knpwn for many years that my ¥Y/520% is "out of order®
in the sequence of car numbers and registration numbers, and
the explanation I found (I think from a conversation I had in
about 1986 with the son af the first owner) runs as  follows.

The fFirst owner of Y/5205 was Mrs. Adrieﬁne Marie Prowve, who
tived in (NN SN BN -v- -nc her husband were
Eelgians and they had a business maklnq fence posts and

fencing accessories.

Mrs. Prove was in her late sixties in 1950 and liked #¥"
Typess; she bought a second-hand Sun Bronze model in 1948 or
thereabouts, but bher husband distrusted second-—-hand cars =o 2
new black oney; Y/S205, was ardered from University Motors,
probably sometime during 1750. The car is thought to have left
the factory in November or December of that year and
presumably reached University Motors in early January 1251.

At the time, the Government levied Purchase Tax on all new
cars and it may alsc have been the period when something
called "Double Purchase Tax” was in force. Mr. Fravé
apparently learned or suspected that Purchase Tax would be
reduced in the 1951 Rudget and arranged with University Motors
for Y/5205 to remain in their showrcom until the tax change
was anncunced {on Sth April 1251), whereupon the car was
regicstered.

It is thought that while Y/S20% was in U.M.'s showroom, the
oppartunity was taken to replace its original plain  bubcaps

with its present medallioned ones {which were fitted to "Y"
Types from Y/S5420 onwards — probably from February or March
1251y,

Mrs. Prove's son was himself over BO years old when 1 spoke to
him and couldn’t remember the details of the arrangement his
mother had had with University Motors, but it was probably an
advance payment deposit of most if not all of the basic price
of £52%, with Purchase Tax to be paid on oth April, at
whatever rate was applicable. The actual tax paid an
reqistration was £145 1i1s &d.

contid. ..
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If the registration date of Y/ SR0& 18 kKnown, it would

help
to confirm the above explansation and to more sccurstely pin-
point the date the cars were manufactured. The engine number

of Y/SZ0% 1is 12029, which slightly precedes the engine
Y/AS2046, and its body number 1z 3I253/3941, the last part
just one before that of Y/52046.

in
being

Y /S S205 wae looked after by the Provés! company
chauf feur/mechanic until January 195&, when it was scld with a
recorded mileage of just &5,183. The next owner kept it until
November 1920, when the mileage was 41,241 it was showing
454,347 when 1 bought it in April 15R6.

I hope you find this helpful and it may be that Mr, Tom Hume
would be interested to know what happensed to his car'= next-—
dooy neighbour.

On a different topic, I have been invoelved in some
correspondence in another Journal about - Type colour
schemes, one issue being the interior colouwr of the Sun Eronze
Y Types. You may know that there iz a difference between
your booky which says that Sun  Bronze cars had either red or
heige interiors, and Dave Lawrence’s book, which says that
they were produced only with red interiors. One of my original
brochures confirms the latter, and I wondered if you could run
through your database and let me know what it says about the

interior ceclour of any "¥Y” Types originally finished in Sun
Bronze.

Trevor J.Austin,
Surrey.

I replied to Trevor and =aid thest [7d seen his Ietter Iin the
Octagen C-.C.’'s Eulletin =magszine as part of ann  on—going
exploration of the subliect of original colocur schemes by
various correspondents ever several menths. I said that I had
read these le¥iers with asusewent and sowe despair as here
were people comirng afresh To the 2opic and seewingly nod being
able to easily find the answers or be Inforuwed by the club
they had w~ritien 2o as 2o where they could find the
informwation. Trevor Guite rightly pointed ou¥ In his letter to
the Bulletin that Let There Be Ys hss all the informwstion
anyone would need. And there is mny (niow cut—of—printi book oo
which can be consulted. The Register database revealed several
“Bronze® *¥* Types te have beige Interiars (which I still
waintain was an aeriginael optionzl combinationlt, but were they
1ike that when they cawe from the factory? I have to 2deit
that there was very little 1in the databasze print—outs to back—
g my belief=s._ Surprisingly, Fraenk Vautier’s famous race—
prepaered ¥Y/7171 looks to be the best bet. Surprisingly,
because mechanically this car is just about as “mon—original®
as one could get, yvet 2The owner (eccentricsllvy?) insists on
keeping the beige interior (and dashboard etc.) ax per a road-
geing Y'Y, Perhaps scowecone Iin the NM.G. Car Club might ask Mro-

— -



Vaulier whether his coar was fun Bronze/beige back in the early

I1770s, whern he bought 1¥7 Trevor then regplied as follows... -
JEL.

Dear John,

I would like to know when Y/5205 was registered because 1 have
a fesling, from re—-reading 1950 proaduction figures, that
Y/S205 and Y/5206 might have been manufactured earlier in the
year than the November date I had estimated. Much depends on
whether "Y" Types rolled off the track evenly throughout the
year or whether there were fits and starts. It is in trying to
estaplish this sort of information that the loss of trie
production records is sc tragic. My own experience in the
motor industry in the late 1950s suggests that a target of "x”
vehicles per hour or per day was, if ever achieved, only
achieved as an average over a period.

I share both your amusement and despair at the way subjects X
thought were lpng—ago settled beyond reasonable doubt come up
again for further debate. There seems to be nothing like
colour to coreate controversy, which is probabkly because anyone
who has spent a considerable sum of money repainting their "Y®
Type in what they think is an original cplour is likely to be
urhappy when doubt is cast on their choice.

When locking for a "Y" Type in the 1%980s 1 saw one in
Canterbury that had been expensively repainted with dark green
wings and a wvivid emerald green body. The owner was not
pleased at my mildly critical comment and said he was taking
legal action against the firm which did the job!

With these slightly controversial issues one often finds that
everyone is right to some extent, and I think that is probably
true of the Sun Bronzesbeige "Y' Types. After reading what
both you and Dave Lawrence have said, I would put forward the
suggestion that the Sun Eronze/beige combination was probably
not offered by M.B. {in the sense of a published option), but
was almast certainly available to any customer whoce
prospective purchase depended on that variation.

You are right that manufacturers were often willing to make
variations as "special orders"”, and although this was more
readily done if there was a potential publicity benefit (1
know, for instance; that Riley produced a special coelour
scheme for Earl Mountbatten’s "RM", and that Vauxhall made a
very special dark green Oresta Estate for the Queem), 1
daresay other customers could get similar treatment if they
tried bard enocugh. This was especially the case, 1 reckon, in
1551, when "Y” Types were becoming more difficult to sell; and
this in twurn lends emphasis to the possibility of "YE"s being
available in Sun Eronze and (0ld English) White, in order to
boost flagging sales.

coantfd. ..



After all, LA wouldn'® © take teoo much alteration teo the
praduction conitrel schedule to put beige trim in a Sun Bronze
body. And when one thinks akout that combination, the more
attractive it sounds than Sun Kronze/red. It was not as if the
factory were being asked to use a totally different trim o

the reds/green/beige in general use. The possibility of a Sun
Bronze car being trimmed especially in brown to see what it
looked like is alsa there, and what sounds potentially

attractive may have looked awful in practice.

Your other possihility of Pausterity” forcing the adoption of
a wnon—standard colour combination is certainly possible,
because manufacturers often did run out of stocks of a
particular item. I1f there was a shortage of red trim sSeats,
For example, I can imagine the Froduction Manager telling +the
line to put beige in a Sun Eronze car rather than have an
untrimmed body hanging around. I don't think Sun Bronze was a
particularly popular coleur compared to the opther options
{being metallic, it faded very rapidly and the nearest modern
eguivalent I have seen is on the current Feugeot range), so it
wasn’t one to Ykeep in stock”; so to speak.

1 am less inclimned teo think that University Motors would have
retrimmed 3 Sun ERBronze car in beige to suit a2 custamer, as
they would be left with a set of red trim to dispose of. It is
not impossible that they would have repainted in Sun Bronze a
Elack/beige or Green/beige car to suit a customer, but that
would probably show through on any such car stilil in
existence. Finally, your suggestion of a "mistake” on the
production line is eguelly paossibles they did occcur, but, in
my experience, pretty seldom, as the inspectors were usually
around to spot anything as major as an incorrect trim pack
iwhich toeok some time to put in).

Feeling for these things is perfectly valid, and 1 have the
feeling that a manufacturer like M.G., with a tradition dating
back to the 1930s of pandering to customers? non—standargd
tastes, would have jigagled arocund with a colour/trim
combination as long as it didn’t cost anything.

The fact that so few Sun Fronze/beige cars have survived is
sccounted for by the fact that there were very few of them in
the first place. The chap who started the correspondence  in
the Qctagon magazine has not replied giving the information
apout the colour of the trim in his Sun Bronze car,; so we
don't know where he started from, or where he ended up either!

Trevor J.Austin,

--, Surrey-

TO ALL DUR READERS

MAY YOU HAWE A VERY HAPFY CHRISTHAS:!
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'"KSC171' - Development & Modification History

Secition DB. Fart 1.

Engine Madifications (175

Comp. ratic raised to 9.35:1
F:1 by fitting standard .0
approx. .O357,

- Can be brought back to approax.
45" {/H gasket which compresses to

Head to EBlock Gasket .015" Steel "Corrujoint®.
1/8” Thick »x 3I/74" Q.D. S.85. Hashers fitted on cyl. head studs.
Combustion Chambers polished & calibrated.

Head Exhaust & Inlet ports shaped symmetrical & highly
polished.

Exhaust & Inlet Manifold matched to head ports & internally
palished.

Exhaust & Inlet Manifold Gasket to Head matched.

Inlet Choke diameter opened aut to take 36 M.fM. Q.D. Valve.
Exhaust part opening opened out to take 34 M.M. O0.D. Valve.
153¢ 1b. Open tension staggered pitech Valve springs fitted.

iValve crash approx. &S00 R.P.M.)

Engine Modifications (2}

& M.M. 1ift TC/TD Midget camshaft fitted with tappets set to
-022” hot.

Inlet Manifold bored to take 1%1/:" H.4. 5.U. competition {arb.
Carb. matched & lined up toc manifald on fitted studs.

Carb. Needles, Damper Springs & Tuning settings:

FP&/"Yellaow” {(heavy) Damper Spring. 8.A.E. 20 il in Dashpot.
Tuning to 7/78 flats on jet adjusting nut.

Alternative Needles C.B8.2 richer with "Elue” Damper Spring.
R.L.5. with Red Damper Spring.
"Yokes” disc type air filter fitted & conmnected te rocker

cover in place of export A.C. oilbath type. {(T.F. Midget is
fitted with the identical ”Vokes” typel.

Derek Ringer.
_.‘b....





