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- \ 'KSC171" - Develo_p;ment & Modification Histery

Editor's comments:

Since June 22000 {Issue No.156) we have been publishing
comprehensive details of this much-modified Y-Type — 1 hope
you have enjoyed reading about it. As the car itself has been
recorded in so much depth in these pages (and in EnJjoyirng H.G.
for July 19%9&), I thought we might end the series by Jjust
taking a brief look at the careers of its first owner (who was
responsible for all the modifications), and his =on...

Derek Ringer Snr. undertook a five—and—a—half-year engineering
apprenticeship with HMessars. Lawrence & Scotts of Norwich,; then
joined the Royal Navy and served for just over 33 years
(between 1243 and 1277) during which time he reached the rank
of Chief Engine Room Artificer and was awarded the D.S.HM.

Derek Jrr. became Colin McRae's rally co-driver in 1987 {at
the outset of McRae's career). This successful partnership won
L) many Brottish and EBritish rallies together before it

culminated, in 1995, in the pair winning the World Rally
Championship (for Bubaru). This latter was a British “first”.
At present, Derek Jnr. is employed by Mitsubishi, in mainly a
rally team management rdle.

Beliow and overleaf are photos of “KEC171"...







REGIBTER NEW®WS

The first one's something of an oddity,; having as it does the
"suffix” number—plate PDFD&72Z2E” (from 1964)}. But then, the
Eritish car registration/licensing system is in so much of a
muddle these days that I really shouldn't be toe surprised.
Anyhow, this 1950 *YA" is for sale {at £3,700). It is two—tone

green {(a very dark green, almosat black, on the wings and
running boards) and is described as having & Ybody in  very
good condition, tbeing in) good rumning order, (having an)

M.O.T. and {(being) taxed". It is said to have been garaged for
the last 12 years. It is in Southampton and you should '"phone

if you're interested. I have allpcated Reg’tr
No.13&6& to this car.

Over the last few years guite a number of Y/Ts have been
repatriated from various parts of the world. The latest two
1've heard of have both come back from Australia. First,
there's Y/T/EXR 3591 (Reg'tr Ne.1387) which Dave Lawrence teold
me about. This car was seen at Beaulien (presumably in
Sepptember) and was for s=ale at that time. It bhas engine no.
TR/13445 and body no. 35201/5%3353. It was imported from Victoria
last year by FBRob Russell of Frome, Somerset and is said <to
have U.K. number—plate “AAS324%". But that would more likely be
the old N.S5.W. or Vigtoria licence plate, wouldn't it? See
what I mean about our car registration system?

The second ex—-Australian Y/T is Y/T/EXR 2731, which Feter
Vielvoye of Thurchdown, Gloucester now owns. This report was
of great interest to me for it turned out that the car bhad
been previously listed on the Register as Y/T 2371 iReg! tr
No.6&6%) — '237% is not, of course, within the “official"
production batches we published in I=mue No.151 (August 15%%),
*"2731 was “completed” {(or begun, depending upon what the dates
as shown in the "official” records mean) on 20th March 19439,
FPeter says that the Ythree” and the Yseven” were found to have
been transposed as shown on the 1999 bill of sale. The engins
no. of this car is TR/7125567, and the body no. 17669/249. 1
suspect that there are wmany such mimreportings of chamssis
numbers, especially in the case of Australian cars.

Lastly, another car for msale is Y/46402;, which Neil Cairna told
me of and which I hed not come across before. This car turned
up very near to where Neil lives, in Leighton Buzzard. It's
green and white in colpur, the engine runs, but ths interior
is almost non-existent. Neil says that only the bottomes of the
sills seem rotten and the door= and boot looked good {(but it
could be filler). Having been in storage in a barn for four
years *it is now all green mildew” and “tatty". If you're
interested in this one, then contact Allan Ramsbottom on
01582-B624135. Engine no. is BT (presumably)/iéd407 and I have
allocated Req'tr No.1388 to it.
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CARB FOR SALE {apart from those above!)

»1953 YR. Complete renovation over the last 10 years. Lovely
condition. £6,500. For wmore information, Yphone
(Suffolki”.
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Clande BEailesy B A Morris Engine

— The XPAaGS

In the late 193Gs, & little-known fellow called Claude Eailey was busy in
the Morris flotors design office. He bad come to Horrie from the Anzani
engine factory, which built aircraft epaines. As &n engine designer, he
had been given the task of improving & rather poor update of a FHorris
side~valve enqine. This update had been ths ronversion of a 1,292 c.c., 16
h.p. Morris side-valve inte an overhead-valve unit. The "MPJIH? o.h.v.
engine was that fitted to the Series 3 Horris JTen/Four in 1937, and only
used for ome year. A virtually identical "MFJW? engine had been fitted tce
the 19346 Wolseley Ten/Forty, and te the M.G. "TAY Nidget f{as the "MFIG”} -
again, both were of 1,292 c.c. Claude was to take thig Morris engine, and
without too much fuss improve it in detail, so that it couwld be fitited to
the new chassisless Horris 10 h.p. salcon, the "M” Series.

The "MFIR/BFIG? series engine hed proved not te be of the best, as it
still used details dating back to the early Horris “Bullnose” cars, mainly
ite 102 mm. stroke. Like many companies, Morris had tried 8 short-cut to
e-h.v. engines, by =2imply modifying an existing side-valve unit. Claude
was qiven the tesk of sorting all this ocut. He reduced the stroke to 90
mm., and Forrie emplpoyees then dubbsd the engine the "Bhort-~stiroke Morris
Ten 't Engine”. This was so because the 1,140 c.c. "XPJHM" engine went
into the new monocogue 10 h.p. car, the 1339 Horriz Ten Beries M". The F0
min. stroke was not new to Morris; it wes in  use in the current YI1E c.c.
Morris Eight and 1,378 c.c. Morris Ten/Six engines, both side~valve units.
Clsude had strengthened the internals, improved the ports and the
breathing, and had gquietly produces the foundation of an engine that would
become worlid-famous later. The 1,140 c.c. engine mnaturally also  found
itegif in the 1937 Wolseley Ten/Fority Beries X version of the Horris Ten
Series "M". HMorris Fotors named the engines from this range the X
series, and they were to iast from 1938 through io 1756.

After desianing Anzani and Morris engines, Claude went on te be involved
in another X" seriea of engipes, as after the Second World War he helped
design and develop Jaguar's “XK" six-cylinder masterpigce. He worked for
William Lyons and alonyg with great names suph a3 Milliam Heynes and Walter
Hassan. (laude becawe very invelved at KErowns Lane with the pow-famous
Jaguar Vi2 engine {(he became chief designer for the company evenfual]y),
=0 his experience on the little "XPAG” proved very useful to the UK.
motor industry.

Neil Cairns.
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Dear John,

1 am pleased to report that TKXJZ12? {¥/5100;, Reg'tr HKNo.1356)

is now back on the road and to be seen on dry days in and
aroundg Lytham. After driving my other car (a2 TD), it’s a bit
like driving around in a 19505 drawing room — walnut dash,

leather seats, and that old war smell that my daughter doesn’t
like. The only thing not working mnow is the time clock,
despite my attempts to get it going. CTan anyone help?

The car has virtually been in bits —~ not a body—off
restoration, but it might as well have been. The engine has
bad mew pistons,; been rebored and the corank has been re-
ground, etc. I just get a small puff of smoke on starting up.
That sounds like a valve stem ©0il seal, although they were all
replaced. I changed the o©0il at about 20 miles as I am s=still
poperating on the eld sealed canister filter, which they tell
me should be updated. 0il pressure is about 40 p.s.i.

The car is a delight to drive now that the brakes are all
working properly. Finished in ©O1ld English White with black
wheels, 1I'm now Jjust waiting for the (10~inch) chrome wheel
trims back. I don’t want to sell it, but if someonse made me an
offer I couldn’t refuse... (Q1253-72423%).

Edward Cook,

_ Lancashire.
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Dear John,

We toured North Wales in the middle week of September in the
YR (YR/GE2Z, Reg’tr No.1201), doing neprly 800 miles with no
preblems whatsoever. No motorways were driven ong Jjust the old
A% and local roads. It took me back to my father's day, taking
ages to get anywhere; but not being in much of a hurry. The
car attracted lots of attention, often having a crowd round
it. Many people were amazed that [ was just treating it as &
Ycar'. Others were caught put by its nimbleness, trying to
overtake or cutting acro=s my bow. It felt odd putting =seat
belts on again upon our yreturn,

Neil Cairns,

B, =-cforoshire.

Lt Lo o 2 23 s 3 2 2]

cont?d...



To John Lawson:

My *YT*, '5LERZP* (Y/0330, Reg'tr No0.1359), which I have with
lots of help been rebuilding since the summer of 2000, is at
last on the road with a valid M.D.T. The car is not finished -
when can it be? — but at least it may not now be butchered for

bits.

Slaster Reynolds,

A S V) tshire.
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MAY YOU BAVE A VERY HAFPY CHRIS5TMAS!





