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The Newsletter of The M.G. Y-Type Register

REGISTER NEWS

Readers will remember that betwsen June 2000 and December 2001
we covered Iin depth the many modifications made to Y-Type
"KET1T717, at pne time owned by Derek Ringer Bnr. Ever sihce we
learnt of the car, the search has been on to find its current
whereabouts and, indeed, to discover or confirm its chaznsis
rumber. Now, thanks to HMike Silk, Alastair Naylor and the
car's current pwner, and others, we can at last provide wore
information. "KEC171” is  indeed Y/6551, az: we had suspected
for some time, and it is currently pwned by David McGire of

s Comecticut. Dawvid the car on 10th June 1974
from a Mr. Robert Petrie of y Slaegow; David was #n
engineering student at Glasgow University at thiag time. The
car was driven every day for the next two years and then, when
Lavig mowv & U.85.A., it was housed in bis parenta?’
garage at 1y, OTlasqow. Here, Y/ /6551 remairved until it
was sent to Nayior Bros. in  Yorkshire for restoration on  1ist
April 1993, Restoration was completed on 1&th May 1997 and the
car was then shipped to the U.S8.A. Naylaor Bros. used all the
parts originally fitted by Derek Ringer in the restoration and
the current owner also has all the originhal documentation for
the car {which was supplied by HMr. Petrie when the YY" was
hought in 19743 . It is currently used pretty wuch all year
round {except when there is snow, ice or salt on the road).
Current mileage is S8,0615.

Frank Russell of -, Ontarioc, has written to tell me that
Y/133& is now at the "rolling chassis” staqe. Additionally,
some of the body panels have been stripped and primed and the
main bady was due to be blasted and primed shortly. The
*sills" and other rusted-out parts will alsp spon be replaced,
but Frank bhelieves it will be a few yerars yet before the car
is back on the road. {See the June 2000 and Augqust 2001 isaues
(Nos. 156 & 163) For previous updates on this car.}
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car's restoration where he believes he would
examining other Y-Types. Is there anyone in the

help? Pbil recently =saw a two—tone green
» Whose was this¥

Florvida, has sold Y/T/EX{U) 3072 +to
Florida, but has recently purchased

Tony Rinaldi,
Ann Rhoads of

T N 2N e

s Who owns Y/0361, has now reached the stage in

“Y"

Y/T/EX{W) 3074 as a replacement. Y3074 is en-5.5erota

8.Edelman (bhaoth these previgus owners living in upstate New

York).

_ Spares for Sale @

2y T {Green) and radistor shell. Fair comdition.
Newsletter Editor/Registrar: J.G.Lawson
U.K. Spares Secretary: A.Brier, OTK,

The Classic "Y'~ is published by Skycol Publications
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DEAR SIR T SUPPLY CLASSIC CAR KBYRINGS
PHEY COM® IN FULL COLOUR IN A CLEAR PLASTIC KEY FOB.

OTHER CLASSIC MARQUES AND MODELS AVATLABLE.

ROWNS
LASSIC CAR

PRICES ARE £2.75 BACH INCLUDES POSTAGE OR OVER 50 £2.25 BACH

I was sent the abpve promotional leafilst many years ago. it
ococurs to me that if the Pcigarette cards” used to make up
these key-rings were originals {i.e., dating back to the late
1340s) or copies of origqinals then; presuming the images to be
in colour, could that of the two—tone *"Y" give us any clus an
to the originel shades of green used on the cars? Did anyone
ever purchase any of these key—rings or cards? I didn't.

For the record, the only contemporary colour imaqges of Y-Types

khown to the Aegister eare the three advertisements (which
appeared in The Autocar for 24/10/52 and The Motor for
O3/12/787 ardd i7/08/4%9 respectively — and these ware “artist’'s
impressions”} and the photo on page 713 of The Autocar for
1S/08/747, the latter referred to by Tom Rowman in TCY 38
tHMarch 1981 -~ JGi .
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If the
TRAFFICATORS
Stick

Being suggestions invaluable in keeping these
aids to safety in order

(Z)%, s /)“

7 OU should never find a good motorist driving

Y with one of his indicators up -if an indicator

1sin proper working order it can always be plainly

heard when it returns to its “off” position by reason
of the arm hitting the rubber stap.

On the other hand, failure to give any signal at
all when turning, and ie lay the blame on the
trafficator in the event of an accident, means that the
driver fatled to appreciate that his trafficator was not
functioning.  Safe driving depends on the mind
being attuned to these 1cll-tale sounds, or their
ahscnce.

It is rather too much to expec! the indicator never
to give trouble without attention after five or zix

{Right}
The junction hox is fitted

on the steering gearbox Purple Green
ol the Series [N Twelve.
[{Below)
On the Series “E' Eight i
the clamp screw (in- d Yellow

dicated by arrow} must
be taken off hefore the
tmafficator swilch assem-
b1y and hern push may
& withdrawn lJeaving
the stator tube in situ.

ek g

When the arm fails to lock, the stop should be saf in so that the

Plutiger is allawed 10 risc 10 1ock position. On the other hand the

wodpe

action of the piunger may he excessive, in which case the rubber

stop should be set out,

vears of climatie conditions, and the [ollowing diag-
nogis may prove of value in the event of sticking.

Iapst of all, 4 glance at the accompanying circuis
will help in the understanding of how the lLuci-
trafficator system works, as fitted to Morris, Wolaelev
MGoand Riley cars.

11 the trafficators are in drcuit only when tle
gnition 1s switched on, such as in rhe more recert
inodels, it is obviously necessary to do this bofore
procecding with the examination.

The lead coloured purple and black, or Ppurpic,
trom the auxiliary terminal in the junction box
imounted on, or near, the steering gearbox) 1o the
trafficator switch on the steering column may e
shorling n the stator tube.  To check this, jack by
the front wheels and swing the steering wheel 1o
and [ro, first switching the right and then the left-
hand side indicator. The fuse may be temporaril.
replaced by a three-watt bulb of the requisite voit,
to divuige anv such short circuit. If there is no
current at “A ‘7 this means there is & break i the
purple and black wire, or a Joose connection betwees
the junction box and the fuse box. Ali do noi
forget that if a trailicator is poorly carthed ir wil;
refuse to function.

A Fuse Saver

A short m either the red or green cables in the
steering column leading to the ofi-side or near-side
trafficator respectively, will cause the Lulb at ihe
fuse box to burn brightly.

If the harness is suspected shorling on  the
Senies 11T Twelve, for example, commence by firsc
disconnecting the battery and remuving  the
junction box cover attached to (he steering gearbox.
Disconnect. from the junction box the four leads
coloured purple, green, pink and vellow, from: | ieir
terminals,  If, as the result of being coatesd with L,
the colours are not ohvious, wipe with & clean rag




Next remove the rubber ferrule from the harncss
cable and slacken the clamp bolt at the steering gear- Pl memansr
hox  bottom cover. The horn push, trafiicator =
switch and stator tube may now be pulled out of the
steering column and examined on the bench. 4 :

On the Series I Fight and Series M Ten this o
procedure is a little different. After disconnecting - AL
the battery, the four wires lcading from the bottom (A BovEr How (67 replice the sethl SEED
of the steering column to the harness cabie may be after fitling new bulb.
undone by the snap connectors. The nipples from
the wires of the harness will, however, have to be

{Right) If removal of the rraflicator is

Lmsoldcr(_ad to prevent their becoming jammed in the not desirable, lubrication of the plyois
Tiems ; ‘ith b3 v ] - muy be carried ocut by means of u
cismantling.  Withdraw the rubber sheathing and CEnail st Rliacd 15 TR Bl

nnscrew the brass hexagon nui at the bottom of the
steering gearbox. Gently eas: the bottom of the
stator tube upwards through the olive nipple. The
stator tube and switch assembly may now be pulled
two or three inches upwards into the body of the car.
Next slacken the cheese-headed clamp screw locating
the base plate on the combined horn-push and the
trafficator switch assembly to the stator tube, when
the assembly, complete with harness cable, may be
withdrawn, leaving the stator tube in situ.

A
STEIEJ G ”540

The piunger detalis consisi of 2 iock plate (L.P.), toggle (T,
steel batl (B). The double-ended arrow Indicates the toggle

pivoe.
”{g;f:\ )/ﬂgi;” If the wiring harness _is in bad cm;dit‘ion‘, a new
harness should be obtained, but this is in short

supply. Regarding the trafficator switch, make
AL sure that the conlacts are clean and that the switching
TRAFFICATOR LAHE i ; AL s g

) mechanism is making contact. A faulty switch may
' cause & trafficator to stay on.

Having dealt with the wirtng we will now examine
the traflicators. There are several causes which will
prevent the arm from riging, amongst which dire,
lack of oil, the arm fouling the door pillar, a damaged
hinge, or a weak solenoid may be mentioned,

ANEARTIDE
TEAFHICATOR

Adjustment

Dirt may be got nid of by judicions oiling A

g small water colour brush will be found invaluable for
applying a little thin oil to the hinge. In the casce

ol the arm fouling the door piilar, a litlle gentle
bending may rectify this, bul remember that the
plastic arm is very fragile. If the arm goes too {ar
into the pillar slot, then the rubber stop may want
prising oul somewhat. A rubber stop not in adjusg
ment may have the effect of drawing the armature
HEADIAMP too far away from the magnet, preventing its full

Purple & Black

SONCTION

Green

e

TINPUT FROM ALY DIPFLK foree being excrcised, and thus causing the trafficator
o ELsE pox : to remain inoperative. Do noi, inany circumstances,
{Above) A typical trafil cator

%

iri 5 : 5 5
mr & dmgrﬂm_ attempi to move the trafficator arm by hand without

switching on the curreat, as this will damage the
hinge, as will be explained.

To change a bulb, which is of the festoon tvpe, it 1=
therefore necessary 1o switch on the current. Remove
the small screw at the top of the arm and take off
the top metal sirip, when the bulb will be found to
be accessible.

To remove o trafheator it will be necessary to take
off the door trim panel, and after the holding bolts
have been removed the unit may be withdrawn, A

This Blustration shows plunger (A), solencid (B},
solencld backing strip (C), trafficator arm and
bracket plate (D) and rubber stop {E}.




If the Trafficators Stick. conid.

short. explanation 1s now desirable of how the traffica-
tor works.

The solencid, having « hollow core, 1s mounted
by means of a bolt and nut on the trafheator arm
bracket plate, which in turn is bolted to the monnting
plate. The whole i1s earthed by contact with the
metal coachwork of the car.

Ou the plunger head s suonmed o spring-ioaded
togele, which bears on the toggle pin carmed by the
arm pivot box. When the current is switched on,
the toggle comes up against the toggle stop (by
reason of the plunger being drawn downward] and
acts as a double hook, drawing the trafficator arm
upwards. The phmgel head also carrtes a lock
plate.

When the current has Deen swilched off, the
plunger, after being drawn upwards by the (alling
woight of the traflicator arm, 1s snapped into “lock”
position by the spring action of the toggle. The
pivol pin is therefore held close to the lock plate by
means of the toggle jaws. Any attempt at moving
the trafficator arm by hand has the cffect of forcing
the pivot pin still harder against the lock plate.
Thus, any attempt to move the trafficator arm will
bend the pivot pin.

The only way of moving the arm when there is
no current is” by pushing the exposed part of the
plunger head gently downwards into the zalenoid
by means of a thin picce of wood, such as a4 mateh-
stick. “This brings the lock plate clear of the pives
pin and the arm may be then moved to the Lorizonts)
position.

By undony thie nut and bolt fhaviag two shibe-
proof washerst loolding the solenoid, and also 1he bolr
Lolding the wratilcator arm plate 1o the monniing
plate, the assembly may be taken apart excent o
the winng,  Ths is well worth wlile, as anoo! il
on the plunger will help it to shide frecly in the solm-
oid. The strength of the toggle spring winy also
he checked.

Be carelul when assembling to see that the lead
wire 1s not caught up in the frafficator when tl!b 15
moved up and down. It is best to study the “iest ™
position of this wire before commencing the s
mantling process.

If by any chance the arm of the trafficator has been
broken, the unit is best handed over to & sompetent
Lucas Service Agent for attention. as iU is strongly
advisable not to interfere with the rivets. o

The Tucas trafficators are designed to give long
service, and if given occasional attention with a
little lubricant, should give no trouble.

The above article possibly first appeared in The #orris Owner

& Huffieild Hail.

He know for certain, however, that it was

reproduced in The Sacred Octagon for February 3159%0.






