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EJ:lI T O R IP.... L 

I have bee n infor m.ed that t he 1/43rd scale Y- Type model, by Lans downe 
models (as descr ibed in Tel's 171 & 172), is now available at "normal 
pl"ice, plus pos tage &: packing"· - preslli!lably £4):)+ - f rom David Hague of t he 
~!.G.C . C . 's Y-Ty~e Regis t er. The address to I? ri t e to is ; 

 Hampshi re , tel /fax: . Pl€8.se mc.ke 
chE,que s payable to "M.G . Car Club Y Register" . 

In the earl ~ 19805 , not l ong af t e r I h",cl slcrt ed tbe Reg i s ter , s ome peovl e 
( Ilolabl ;), Al!Jerica.ns) were continually at pRins to poin t out to iDe that 
there- was no such th ing as a " r A", and that t he firs t "y" variant (saloon) 
shou l d a lw,tys be referred to as silnpl y a "y" , Well, yes , they we r-e right 
o f c otl n ,e. But it occ urred to me r ec ently that tbe HufCield Organization , 
io ~lesjgnlitirtg i ts var ious pr oducts; a lh'ays llsed t he l'iom "Se ries" and not 
"Type"; for ins t ance in "Morris T~n ('Ser-ies M')" an d "Morris Eight 
(' Series E'I. This pract i ce ext ended to trl,G. prod ucts a s ",e ll: "M , G. 
Mi dgel ('Seri e s TO ' ) end, look at t he f ron t of your manuals, "M.G . One and 
c. QUa rter Litre ('Series YD '). So, all these years we shou l d ha\'e been 
calling onrselyes the "M . G. 'Y' Series Register"! !{e l!, I guess it's too 
late to Cba!1ge now!! How about the "Ja.guar 'E' Ser ies" ? Doesu't sound 
Qu ite r ight, does it?! 

Apart. from that , the only other news I have is that Y/S91S J l atterly Hith 
l<1. C. Pearce of Derbysh ire, i s DOW o\<''Jled by Mr. Fred HollDe s of  
Yorksh jre, 

Ca.rs f o r S .a.l.e 

"M.G . 'Y ' Type, 1948. Black, Reg . 'JVR726'. Bill s for £1,000 in body 
par-ts, £500 1. 0 \o:'elding . Work r equired to compl ete. Very few Oh'TIers. 
Includes original service rDanual and handbook. £3,500, Contact : Mi'. John 
T. Cur t is:   Wale s,  Tel: 

. " 
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YB dip-st ick Cind 31'1576 f og-light ( t.hE latte r ~; i th excel) ent .:hrOCle) . 
CO[1tac f : Allan J .J, Bolt,    Pert hfi bire , 
Sc·,) U umi, . 

It Could'v e Al l Bee n So Differe nt ... l..il 

If\. early 1978 a Y- Typ€ owner fr oiB Oxfordshire offered to take on the 
printing Ilnd di s t r ibution of The Classi c y, He absconded with all the art 
wo rk; but not before producing the original ba t ch o f the fi rst i SZUE in 
mugenta- coloured ink." {mm$mm !}. A real col lector' s iteml 

., 

~~~ 1The M.G. V-Type Register 

~~ 	 25th Anniversary ~ 1978 - 2003 

l, ~~~ .I 

It Could ' ve All Seen So Diffe rent ••• ill 

Our Y-Type Register held its first (and last ) rally at the Avonc rcft 
MuseulI! o f Buildings , Stoke Prior I near BrolliSgrove . on Sunday 5th August 
1919 , There were .!l2 '{- Types present; but the re were sOllie '(-Type owners, 
We r e YOU there? 

l	..",·s lctt.e r Edi tor ; J.G.La·.ISf.>n , , J.iverpoul, 

tieait:t rar- ; J .I'lUrra )".  IiaJ.:Ipsilirz , 

Svaxes SecretarY: &, Br.i.(lI· ,   tork,  

(tel / bu.:  

The Cl ass ic Y is publi s hed by Skycol Publi cati ons 
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I n ~~tember 1997 ninety six classic cars set out to mark the ru netieth ann iversary 
, of the origi nal 1907 Peking to Paris RaUy. Support mechanic lvLke Leahy, an 

MCC owner and enthusiast, followed the late of the two competing MGs as 
they battled against the elements to finish the gruelling ten thousand mile event. 

Tbe Peking to Paris cl1'5Sic car chi'\llenge \"<15 a tough 
event covering 10,000 miles of poorly surfaced. roads 
in seven weeks Durin, Ihis period the rally passed 
through the contrilsTing !\nd often Sinking 1{,I'Tain of 
11 CQun!ries includ ing the high mO\Jnlilin passes of 
Tibet and the s'.;orch ing deserts of Pakislan. 
Ultimately n Willys Jet'p won the rlIlly incurring only 
Ii minutes in pel'k1\ties.lt was follolV~ by two huge 
Ford Clu b Coupes sep;u",ed by iI much mochfied 

Ford Cortina. Other top tweney finishers induded a 
brace of Ho~dens. a selection of Mercedes. a Land 
Rover and an Aston Martin DBS with ground clear
ance o( Range Rover proportions. In contri\St to these 
jo rge and sometimes heavily uprated vehicles wert' 
two diminutive MGs. an MCYB special pilot('d by 
l isa Klokgieters·unkers ilnd a 195-l MGA roadster 
( rew'e<! by the fa natic Wong family of Ma laysia. 

The little MGYB special l"a5 a very potent device. the 
standard 1250cc engine having been replaced with a 
1622cc MGA unit and front brakes converted to 
discs. also from'"In MGA. This gives th.e car 
a top speed ill excess of eighty miles <.In hour and 
livelv acceleration with. brakes to match. Cautioned 
for speeding and subject to a diSCipli nary hearing 
after knoclting over 8 rally official. the e nthusiastic 

Klokg.ieters-Lankers fi nally coaxed the little 
saloon ir.tv P,lriS l:1 fortieth place o"era ll il nd sevenlh 
in cla ss. By this time the vehicle Wi\S running on 
modified Toyota Corolla big end shells after one or 
two mechanical oi·.leS. 

The bright·yelloN VB first broke down on the remote 
roof-of·lhe--world section in Tibet. Trus was a poten
tially disa£ttou';:i location to falter <u there was no 
prospect Of rlnding a local workshop. "P.le i.ncident 
proved to be a source of embarrassment to co-<lriver. 
James Wheildon.; indeed he cites it .It hi$ worst 
moment of the rally. All Ihe vehicles in the event 
were aff«It\1 to some extent by the e:'(l reme alti tude 

(Ii.roof!) at some points,but th.! little 
MG WilS also suffering from a misfire. This ,~·~s later 
th0ught 10 be caused by a distributor problem. A 
mi~d~agnosis caused in part by the debilitating 
efie-cts of high altitude was initial1y made ilod ulti-
mat..ly the cylinder head was remove...i . Up until this 
point the Cat had been weU up the field. rei\ching fif-
teenth place overall. Eventually the engine was re· 
assembled, the genuine fault remedied 'lnd the car 
carried on for another three thousilnd miles until 
weU into Iran. Here. after the crew had fought their 
way back up to thirteenth pt.,ce, the CM suffered a 
major engine prOOlem when one of the big ends gave 
up Iho? ghost . The local mechanics ;l lld engineers 
were t':'(lremelv helDful in Iran and ootential disaster 
was averted when an engineering $hop ground jus~ 
three thousandt.h$ of OIn inch from the cranks:::; ft and 
equipped the con'rod with Toyota COrol:" shells. 
Whilst a little narrower than the originals. the beM
ings fi tted weU,and thus !quipped the.:ar was driven 
to Paris. other prob[~ms were limited to Ie.'king rear 
;u:le oil ~als and a holed fuellan.k. 

On the face o( it the MGA appeared to be one of the 
less sui(;"tb l<!- cars ror the Peking to PMis Challenge, 
because while oth~rs '''ere running on raised sus' 
pension ,'nd high proiile, a rmoured tyres <u= advised 
bv the Classic Rallv Association, the smut dark blue 
MGA \\,,1$ lowered with al uminium coil over tele
scopic ~hock absorbers ~t the fron t ... nd wide, low 
profile t~"Tes. There was also very Iittl<!- room for kit, II 
major handicap when crews were e:.:pected to be 
self· suftictenl. arrying tents <'II1d sleeping ix;gs. If 
the..:u """5 easil~' overlooked it "',,S impossiblE' not 
to nodcl? Mr Wong. " p iF e smoking Chi...wse 
Malavsian who had built up " succ\.'Ssful al\Jminlull~ 
fa bricat ion business in Ku"la Lmnp ur. Standiilg 
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The Peking to 
r.:~~,~g\~J! of \G07 "" "elY 
different to the 1997 e\'tnt. Q:)ly five cars competed 
and they follo\\'ed a more f'.orther1y route to thal of 
1997, pas;,ing through much 01 the former USSR. The 
raC'? waS evenhlally WO(\ by Prince Borghese in :a 
seven litre \tala, his prize, a magnun1 of Champagne, 
\n order to reach Paris. large areaS were covere-d ",:.th
out the aid 01 roads or fuel !,\OPS and petTO\ had to 

tfouf,ht in by pack animllls. 

lay-iog on a Kenyan t>ei\ch In \99'3. Philip l'ouns, 
cllai rmi\n 01 the Classic \{;tllv A5S0ci"tiol', ,"~$ 

; i",~in,d by th' -r:;' M'd~'O~O';~~i;'f'k by ~"'n 
,;,_ ,'no"'"' "hieh ""rib ,,1 • ing to " i, 

race. The idea ollhe se<ond PekillS to Paris challenge 
~ "" bom, Lik. ,h' ,907 ' '''.'''' 1997 , v,n\ ,'" , 

m .. jOr logistical achievement) "ugel)' be<'<luse o f the 
number of competitors and the quantity of border r, ('rt)ssings. The route, O\"er len IhOlJs

and 
miles. long. 

~_ p3SSed through Chin" . Tibet, Nep"l, Il'Ici iJ., Paki~t.l ll 
.. i\nd lran and inducic.ci the high<.":1r(l<ld ~ in the world.i Fud w" bOugh' '0 th' T,be"n pl''''u in '''S' 

bo,,'se and accoOlmodallOll had to be "flanved in~ rs <:>• the smallest of communities ',but perhaps Philip 
~ You ng's most striking achieveroeot .....'a5 the opening 

Th ., 01 'h' Fri,nd,hip brid,' on 'h' boedLe< b"w,.n 

""r.<,> '" " ",",,,,, " ..,," " m"nd N'p" 'p",.lIy oc' ",'en ""0" th''''SI5Iir1tl u"dtd!oll , _ t Jal\y the border had fe m;;ined dosed for m~!l.Y year!>.,Me,"",,,...,,,,, ,I ' • Ch' {h 0 ' 

-;;_____________ __ • cr.! ar!"Q5ri( :;t 

n _-;;;;;;;;;:::z-;~\t ~~'~~~~~ :: ':~~-.~'-~.~"'_:-~- ~ . :"___ _ ~. - . . '~-.~'!f~'::""'-~':"": -- ~:"'~.>:.';;.:~~,"':w:.:~:
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The Classic Rally Association 
The Classic Rally Assodation held its first event, the Pi rel li Classic Maralhon,in 198$. 
attracting big names such as Stirling Moss in the firs t-ever I.ranscontinenta l classic 
rally. Over the ensuing years the event nfls bl'e ll follo,ved by further dassic rallies and 
Ihe organ.i..sation now runs the Mont.? Carlo Challenge. Classic Cup and Classic 
¥aralhons annually, This year the Classic Ma ralhon will be held in Morocco. Other 
events such as the Peking to Paris are orgmised ;lsone-off events,and in the year:2 000 
a major round the world adventure is planned . The Oassie RaUy Association can be 
con taded o n (01235551291) 
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Hie., "",m" or Kato, Peter Seller~ 
cor::'pamor, in the Pink Pamher 
films Mr \o\.'O;lS"5- \.-jfe had decid
ed not 10 accom~\"1y him on thi~ 
rally. It was too long and Ih·jng 
condit ions h'er e not <11"'<1\'5> C(lm-
fortilbie SO Mr Wons's son ~nd 11"0 

daughters "'ert' te(ruiled. Sadly 
du(> to m,'''' <hansl' regulation5
this me",n! lhi\1 the car had to com
pelI' in tht' louring class ra lhe: 
than the mON! competitive c!asS~ _ 

Mr Wons's only ma:h"nical fail -
\.:re on tht> Pekir.g-Paris Challenge 
.....'ilS in Xigatu. libet. Whilst the 
MGA '~'i!.S immaculately prepared 
by highly skilled MaJaysilin 
mechanics. the tront suspension 
Hilled against the advice of Philip 
Young) ""as not best suited to Ihe 
nine inch ruts. mud And boulders 
of the Tibetan plateau. Due \0 " 
particularly hea\~' impact,one of 
the rock -hard al uminium Moss 
shock absotbers had collapsed, thl' 
front of the car dropping so 10"
that steering l"a5 rendered impos
sible. The telescopic shock 
absorber conversion was \\·1'11 
d esigned and engineert"d)towever 
if 1,.1215 not intended for the rigour; 
of cross country driving in (he 
third world . Fulfilling my role as a 
r~Uy support mechanic J lent a 
hand. After 5a\\i ng tru0Ugh the 
badJy bent chroml?~pJ atec! push 
rod at over 13,000 it 
abol'l? sea level I \Vas se.~ing stars 
and gaspillg fo r breath, the effects 
of thr a lti tudE' 

being I'xacerbated by the copious 
amounts of Chinese bet"r supplied 
by Wong . 

Overall,! h\? MGA coped well in tr.e 
conditions encOuntered on the rail " 
with relntivelv few modifications. 
Following Philip Young's advice, a 
torquey 1.8 li tre MGB engine ;jdjusted 
to cope with poor quality fuel and 
high altitudes was filled,also a thick 
aluminium plate to guard the sump 
allowing the MG 10 'sledge' across 
thick mud. Olher".:ise mod ifications 
were limi:ed to roll bar and seat belts.. 

The only other mishilp 10 hit the 
Wong learn Ivas a navigillional e rror 
by May Lyn Wong who failed to 

remon' ,1 cancelied Cref'k sti"lt-t' ii~;r. th'" ro.1d book. 
After ... scelllc tour aro\1I'.d Olympi,l,the MCA 
ilrriwC ;II the ferry crossillS h..' !t~l)' ,,. ith minutes to 
sp.ne. '\1"'~' L~'n hid behind out supporl truo.:t: h'hilst 
;I \"isito[~· angry Mr ,,·,follg sat III the whef'l oi the 
MCA Cl.lnlPmplatjns 'h", fa it' (If Iht" ere..... were tht' 
fern: t~) han~ !eft ,,-iinoul them. "''hilsl the creh· 
were no: ",warded ar.'~· exlta points for completin{: 
Ihe whole course .neither did they i"c"Ur puniti\·e 
peni!lties and thev tlrn\·ed in P"ri~ onl\· 1,,"0 hour~ 
and eight minuteS adriil. In comparison·many o f t!-ti' 
'~rious contendei"!" had etlmed d,,~'~ In penalties. 
Had tht' Wongs not been required to run in Ine tour
ing ctLtt'gC">ry the:: ma~' \\·t'll have finishl?\i III the tor 
ten overallnoo somt'I,·ht're n£M the top of their class . 

Of the competing ninery. $b, cars, eighty-I','O finished 
Thi$ \-elies the (Act that miHW 'sUrVil"('TS' had been 
trailered \'ery long distances: It WllS n<ll unusual 'C' 
S~ a (on\"o:-, 01 trucks carrying ., seleclion of Roll~ 
Royce!', Packards, Buick~ M,j ,~ston Martins. Major 
breakdowns ",,'ere oflen O\'i'fcome b\· considerable 
effort and a lso, in man'· cases. mass{ve amounts o! 
money. It is a great testament to the MGs and thcir 
cre\vs t ha~ Iwo such bA~k litt le cars fin ished th .? 
arduous marathon eVent under their own Sleam. 
That they did so \vell againsl competirlg ca~ that had 
cos! anything up to a quaner of a million pounds 10 
prepare is a pat credi! 10 the marque MG. Indeed 
the MCA is still ....'orkins as a runaboul and fun car 
in Malaysia. Now W"n~ is planning a tour of 
America and CaMda, sp.....nning two counlries in Ihe 
same cat. As in the Pt'king Paris raU :-" d uring w hich 
Wong !".lise<! over a quarter 01 a million Mala YSian 
d ollars lor charit)" the proceeds \\ill be donatee! to 
the Rumah Hope o.,hAage. 

Mike Leahy 

Ph.otographs by I\iike JC'hnson of the ChS5ic ~all:-, 
Association 
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The a.rticle on pa.g;es 3 , 4 « 5 f i ,~t ap!:H?ared i n F:njoying N. . G. ) t he 
maga. z l rJC of the M. G. Owners ' Club , for .1uI y 1992- ; i. t .,as sent i n b)' lI, j 1e3 
Har r is. The pho t.o above [j 1' $1. 'lpvearr~d in Autumob ile llIaga:::ine f tlr JlJ.ne 
19:J8 , The Y-Type, o f COllI'S"" tJas K l oug ::S~oei3tj (Jn w.i th "Peking- P;:-.ri s " 
{()r vi c e ve rsa ) . tOlig- UlIle read~~ r3 o f reT wi l l be al'lare o f t he Sidne y 
Perelman jaun t i n the Y/T, hut ma y not knO h" t hat Paul and Ma ggie Grafham, 
wh en T f it's t Rle t t heill ill 1971 , ~ere plann i ng t o j Ohl a "Peking-Pa ris" run 
i.n th 2 Y-T~pl.:O they were then r estori ng. Both t hes e earlier efforts. I 
Sll J)p0f:;.€ , '-.'e r e ostensibly t o ce l e brate t he 70th Anniversary of the or iginal 
run. 

L! COU l d've All Been ~ Different . ".111 

Wh y i s TCY published s o l a t e i n the mon t h i t i s intended for? Contrast 
this ~i th a recently l auncbed classic car lIIagaz i ue wh i ch has the following 
issue pubLication dat es: July issue - May 15t h ; Augus t issue - JUU'E. 25 th . 
Cra z)'! ! HelL as regards Tel', in Fe bruary o f 1978 1 l;oIas i n the process o f 
mov ing house frolli High 'lI' ycoBbe tD Lhe r pool. And, RS r e la t ed 1n (5), I'd 
hud t rouble with printers as well. Str a.ngely , Tel" 172 ([februa r y t h i s year 
- t he 25th Aunive r-s ary issue) also e ncounter-ed troubl e wi t.h pr-inte r s (the 
s a it!e pr ob lem had affected Tef 170) , So nO<l i have had to cbange printers 
once more! 

Le f t : FroID Old Motor 
magazine , June 1981, 
"Tipped r O l' t he Top". 

M G Y AfYB saloon 

1"01: arch~ t )T4 1 Trild . Brit. small ~3'OOll , 

ralheT overshadowed by spor ty T -S(ri':$. 

Genen ll l' r~lh.bk, good looker
AS;li,,~t :· n.!SL a round r::3r, flO! \"( ~'! Quick 

Price Plng~ : £I00--£ !500. 

S uon-up: one of our {avo t.:;ri :es. 
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