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s _torage tips for the 
T-Series MG 

Over the years. I have read several ar1 ic les on what 
to do when you Slore your procious MG for the 
winter or for an extended period 01 lima. One of the 
besl lists I have seen was included in the October 
1993 issue of the Can·Am Connection pul Oul by 
the Windsor-Del roi t MG Club . The fOllowing list is a 
combination of accumulation of acquired knowledge 
and "gently· plagiari l.ed articles. ,
1. 	 Change the oil and filler. Some folks recom-

mend using a break·in oil as il adheres 10 the 
metal surfaces beUer and others will suggest 
using an inexpensive oil and overfilling the 
cr('lnkcas€ just for winter Siorage. I have not 
found any wriUen information on USing new long 
lerm addilives like Slick· 50 in OUf MGs bul ) 
have heard several verbal commeniS againsl 
Iheir u:!'e. 

2. 	 Clean Ihe car IhO(oughly, inside and Olii. Take 
a brisk drive (0 blow the waler OUI of nook.s and 
crannies 10 insure lhe cal is .completely dry. 

3. 	 While you'le oul. lill up wilh good Quality pellol 
and ado a can 01 Siabil (purchased al your local 
auio paris or hardware slole ). I have fovnd 
storing Ihe car lull is much more efleclive for 
preventing lank rusl.However, some places 
l equire lhe gas 10 be drained so follow Ihe rules. 

+, 	Repair nicks and scralches, Ihen wax Ihe 
painted surfaces and apply a lhin coal of 
petroleum jelly 10 Ihe chrome, Rub in a coal of 
your lavodle lealher care product to Ihe inlerior. 
If you can. I recommend removing Ihe seats and 
storing them in a cool dry place. II your car is 
stored where lhere is a possibility of having a 
mouse or two move in lor the winJer. I suggest 
spreading some molh balls around the interior 
areas. 

5. 	 Once you're allhe place of storage. inllate Ihe  
lyres to approximately 50 psi. Elevale the car  

, 	 .....  

on jack si<lnds being carelullo place the s;lands 
in suct-ta manner thai the road springs take the 
weighl of the car. If YO!) I~ave your car on Ine 
Hoor, place a couple 01 carpel squares under 
each lyle. In Ihis scenario il is increasingly 
impoflant to increase the lyre pressure. but don't 
lorgel 10 return Ihe pressure 10 normal levels 
p rior to your lirst drive next spring. 

6, 	 Lubricate all suspension and steering compo-
nents and wipe off any excess moisture . 

7 . 	 Check the anli·freeze. U's a good idea 10 renew 
this lIuid every olher year to maintain its 
cOffosion and anti·rusl qualiiies. 

8. 	 Remove the sparking plugs and squin about 2 
tablespoons of clean engine oil into each 
cylinder. Crank Ihe engine over with the Slarler 
molar (ignition off) lor 6 . 8 seconds to spread 
lhe oil around. Replace the sparking plugs. 

9. 	Remove [h e bal1ery and store it in a cool dry 
place. You should Charge (he batlery every 30 . 
45 days. Ooollorgel to check the fluid level, 
even .on so-<:alle<f maintenance.free units. as 
evaporallon can occur over lime. 

10. Remove the fan belt and store in a cool dry 
place 10 prevent it from drying oul in an oval 
shape, losi ng ilS flexabilily. This is a new onB 
for me snd one 01 Our members commented 
aboul his 16year-old fan belt lhal has never 
been off the car, so you be the judge on this 
one. 

II . Disenilage the clutch to prevent the clu1ch lining 
from Slicking to the clutch plate. Keep the c lutch 
pedal depressed wilh a piece o f wood of the 
proper length wedged in place. 

12. Make all engine openings air light. Remove the 
air cleaners and seal the carbure110r throats with 
plaslic wrap and duct lape. Seal up the exhaust 
pipe and breather tube. Drain the remaining 
petrollrom the float bowls and seal up the 
overllow lubes. 

13. Spray carb linkage, choke and throtlle cables 
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wilh a light oi1. Some lolks ;0: 111 even suggest to 
spray the: e l~ii(c ('n9,n(: bay ilnd undersioe ol t~E 
car with a ilghl alt. uSing 311 ·0I1 1~ger~ . to be 
easily "degreased' I f! tho spring 

14.0 0 not sel lhe IlandbrdK-e. II you have access 10 
your car. iI's nol a bad idea to "exercise" the 
brakes perioolc(l\ly . 

15.Store the ca r \'I ilh Ihe hooo creet and Ihe side 
curtains in place. 

16. There seem \0 be two schools of thought in 
reg:lrd to car covers. Some SilY !hey trap 
moisture while o illers claim their covers 
"breathe", The besl system I have seen (shan 
of storing our cars in our living rooms) is the 
OMNI bag. I have nOI .used one personally but I 
hear they are excellent and live up to 0111 the 
claimS they make abOut being the ultima te 
storage anSwer. I'm (lot sure ilthe bag can be 
usod lor ou~sjde.s\OI;)ge. [hough. 

Remember. as you'l e going over your car in 
prepa ration lor storage, be observant and take 
notes as 10 the condllion 01 things, i.e. rubber 
bushings. wiring. brake pipes and hoses. You may 
lind a few preventative maintenance items you can 
take ca re of atlhis lime. rather [hl:;o find yourself 
stranded somewher e on your maiden voyage next 
spring. I'm embarrassed \0 admit that there have 
been years thai I have done many oflhese items 
and yearS tha I I've done very fsw of them. bul lhe 
importantlhing is a lew hours spent with your car 
as I put il "under contro l rather than out 01 conlJOl' 
can save a break-down along the road somewhere 
in tho future. 

Safety Fast 

Mark Zimmerman 

,~~  
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think th p. pr(~ceding article 
a pp lies e fJl.la11.y well to 
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Fr.:lnk Russt=:ll, from Cobour-g, Onf;;!rio , "' rc~I· -:- t".o me in .July l·.n ~i\'e we. I.he 
now c:ustomary year'l y updat~ on t.h(': r e st.ol-o. ti')I1 of his car, Y/133G , [ts 
hody I<aS :11 . t h-'3t t.j!;1(, a t the body-s il rJD for painl-slriDving a nd re medial 
6l("t. :, 1....o l,i< to b,! done; it Wa'3 then J5,) ing to he va_l u t ed in prime r. 
Re!'lt.o l·at.iml IS curreuLly progr.(!ssing roon: slnwly than had b(,(;1l D J (;'I II ,~d f)( 

hopr.d for. 1 t "j } 1 be Y"2r y Iwrl.lwhJ l~ in the <!nd , Frank) lw J i.t~v(:; :10 ~ 

fl1 1f) Lher f""f'\1uh,,' (; '-"l rn::o-p(muent., :\:'ll'l - tle ifl z U() rc h~r$ of  , r;f:rma ny , h.:\s 
heel' <)ll k'C:-:\'I-;,l" 9 1 ralJi t!s ~ il b hi ~; I ; a r , Y/'l)F.X(lI) 27'" 8, U.is S UBllJier. O .. r. o r 
I.h f':~"'" rUlIs .:;{- lel>rai.~d Fen\' >:> Ct::nl.o:'nary {bul. nOIl -F'ords also t.ook part}, ;~ fI~ 
('11 :1..nnl.h, · II ~! ':aJ:l f' ilr: nJSS Y/T/RX R? 43 17 ..... hi c h i s r:ur r e nU y mawd hy Hr . 
K.lf.Sc hrQo::dc:r o r , Gcrll'lJlY. Thi s; ' ;ar W3-"i \:}.Itcr l y with a Or. 
f'tops ting, a nd h;ts 1~3rl a I i (;cnc.~ plA.t.e nllDlbe r t:hanl;E since (as a resul t of 
LlI< ~ 'c h~nge (·r ollnership, or '_oGt ti.on?). For this coming wintr-T': Karl ":Hein r. 
i. ~ p:i':lllning a s hock-;').hsodK!r ovp.l·haul on ' 2778, <l.nd he may '<;I.~nd llS details 
o f the ·.... I"'d: d0n e , in due COllr!":!? For 2001. he is boping to organize -9.. 
IOp.eting of Y-Ty pes to take place nellr fl;u::hen , so that the Dutch and 
Belgian V- Type owners Gun .ioin ill. J r you ,lr e i n teres ted in this prnposed 
ra11y for next year) Karl-Heinz can be contacted at :   

Germany . Hope the weather was fin e fo r you at Aeanlicd) r~.1.rl­
/l ein ?, and thnt YO\] found plenty of V-Type spar es! 

If r eaders refer back to the fron t page of Issue No.17n n·.:: t ndober ) 
Lhe y wi.ll. .find u f;tjr bjl. o f bjslory (In Y!T/EXR ~11. R, li hich n;j ~'e t.awrenr-e 
had camp. ·'lcross nt Sllversto ne. J have receflt.ly le::'.r!! ! I.h .-:>. t t.his ";!r is 
nou \-lit.h Rol(er .t CllrisLine t·lurgo.1l on t.he 1s t '? of Wi ght. 

I n l.he "Car s f OI' S:J.le" spc t-ioI\ e l S'!Ioihl're i ll t hi s j ~su e. r'f'! .<trl~r~ r ill come 
ac r l)$$ ck l.ai I s nf ;! n,j l ing r:h,'!s:<>is Lh;! t.'s curr~nt l !, s t o red i n a lock-up 
ga r age near ~ I..-c l l rb ridgp., Worces ter-shire . It h3.s eng ;ne nu~ber "17460" a nd 
bod)' lJuClbr:r " 125 MG 6194 ". bllt inte r ested parties s hould not.e that t.here 
i s no VS reg;stratjon tloCUl!lent, and no nUlllbe r- plates ll r e he ld hy the 
r.llrrent <)wner (o f 25 years), Mr, Dav id Trollans. 

J ha\'I~ left t he uest..- t ill last. ... 

Those of YOlI who have a copy of Let There Be Ys lIIay Uke l!) turn to p.p. 
230 to 232, ·.. herp. Dnve La~rence describes the Nuffj e ld M':'tal Products 
plates and the various numbers and codes wh ich appear on t hem. This has 
been a l ong- r unning mys t e ry for both of lis-, and over t he years I have 
C0ntact.ed t he Morris Rp.gister twice (bot.h -times, to no avail) in an 
attempt. to so.lv~ t.he puzzle . The V-Type, of course, shares tbe hasic 
(Gent-,ral) body pressings (-i . e . , basic body shape) ..... ith beth the Morris 
Eight Seri.e-s E ami ~Iolseley Eight. Il !~a...<; al",ays my heli e f that tbp.sc cars 
should also ha.ve Nuffield Metal rroduc t~ identity pl ates attached to thei r 
harl i es, bu t 1 had neve r been able to obta in any marc data {or co-
o peration, i.t mu s t ue sa in) in o rde r t o substantiate . y ideas . Recen t l y , T 
hit U[lOn cont3cting the h'olseJey Reghter in a last des pe r ate attempt: to 
see i f t he Wolse l ey Ei.ght c ars also had these pJates. They don't.! With t he 
ass i stance of Mr. David E.Allen ) a tiff> Vice-Presiden t o f the Wolselp.y 
Rcgist€r, f beli~ve , though, that I have at last been abl~ t C"l un r ave l at 
least pa.r t of t.he Dl ysle r y . Reat! on., , 
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The h'ol s~ ley Eight, the lrIorris Ejght Se ri. e s E ",-od the Morris Minor' Serif'R 
MM (l!1'1t i.s. t.h e v~r y first version of the Minor) ,1<) not hRV~ N ~ M.P 
fllat.es fitted. The ohviolJ~ dcdllctjon rrolll. th i5 is that the.~r bodies \-,,,re 
not, produced at t~ N.M.P. plant in Birmjngh<m. We know that bodi.es f <) r 
the Mor .. i s T('n c ars were prOduced at PreRsed Stet? J (a c.ros!'! the rOQ.d froll! 
the Cowley rnctory). It. is now lilY theory, therefore , tll3t. !:nciieF, for I.;"", 
Eight Series E, WoJ.seley Right Rod Mi.nor Sp.ries HM w(~ r e made by Pr~ss€d 
St;~eL Bu t where does this l e a ve the '(-Type M.G . ? We ll, on p.p. 7, 28 & 231 
o f r. P. f. rher~ Be Ys D.:;.'1(· (.::t..- rence d jsc;u ~Bes the yery ear! :" Y-Types , which 
have the ano malo us 'Body Type "BZBO" And do not bave Nuffield Met.v.. 
H.ro4.\!..Q.t.~ 1'?1.~J~.~ fit.tcd. These f."arly cars (he suggests, those prior to 
Y/0(20) also dj (fer soJt1 ~\o<hat ill sOlie of their body IJressings etc. to aU 
ottwr later "y" Sal oons. ~o, 1 would now s uggest that these p.al'ly Y-Type 
honics we r e lIade at the Pressed Steel factory, and tha t when t.hc Mi n(lr 
Seri es MM unitary cons trtlcttt)l1 body WM int.roduced at Presser1. Steel. spar~ 
was made fo r it by shi pping o ff the "Y-Type" body jigs and tooling to 
M.M.P. at Birminghalll. (Bot.h tJI(~ Eight Series E and Wolsel p.y Ei ght were 
dj s c on tinued in J948 : wit.h !...he f!:lur-doo):' Moeds Eight S~r,i~s E ~ith tk~ 
sli.din~ ~;1U1roor being taku-Tt oul of production sOIll€what earl1er, at the (>nd 
of 1947.) The lOl'o'cr photo on p. 5 o f the las t is-rlue of TCY was taken, I 
)'"ould therefore s uggest. , at Presser:! Ste~ l or, bette r yet, i\t the Cowley 
plant itself {lif te r aU, Prp.Hsed Steel would not have s tach. of chassis 
pres ent in t he ir factory , \1('!uld they?} . Of course , we're still no neare r 
knowing .."h,:\t t.he var ious "varl able codes" (e. g., "z 8693", "SR. Z 11165") 
mellllt! 

Of more rele vance to a co lumn called Regi s ter News, pei"'haps, i:.; the far;-i ; 
t hat Drtv id Al J en told lII e that he has in his possession a hody ntllllber plat,,? 
(from a "'(n) inscribed "Body Type: B281 - l)ody No.: MG 36"'0/3621". QU I" 
Regis ter reveals that tbi ~ ..... :t..~ once fi tted 1:.0 Y/4792 , :!. 1950 Gar, Idth 
engine no. XPAG/B55J 30 a nd numbe r~pl at(? "HSC999". When ....e f i rBt learn !· I ) f 

t his car it WilS with a Mr. P.llhys-Harris of it later mov<'d to 
Kp- llt with 3. Mr. Atkinson. I ls original engine had been ~C/14608 a lld j ! . I'la!'> 

a black car with a r~d iotedot'. Mr. Al.len, \1ho now OWIl ~ t.he body fJtlUlber 
Dlate , lives in Ken t. So , what bappem~d to Y/4792 ? Go on , hav[! a gu~ss!! 

The othe r grca~. loTtS-running lljy~.d. t:! I· Y of the Y··Typf.' Regis·t er CODcerns 
clUiS!3 is prorluction, a nd those odd li tLJp. "bRdges", as D<tH~ L::n,re n .... t,:. r c (, !rs 
1,0 them (p . p_ 21 ~ 2.!; of LTDYS) , on the r .i~hl- h/Uld c. b~tSsis r~ 'HIDC::; 
(toge t her \OJ th a co!Upletel y separate :ieljuenCp. of " (;h~ssi F numben: " to h(.' 
found the("f~ also). In lcu;:l OC lober 's Regjsccr N(~J.lS i merrLio"ed , :h;;,s~;-:;, 
production by John Tllolllpson Motor Pressings of Wol'.'(: fhanipi,Q f'I :..nd j 

fo l l m"ing th j s up, j he'll: been fortnn.'1t\'· to : ~~ (l blf2 V ' conta.~t I:hei r 
conlJ<.IllY historian. Hp. has heen abl.e ,',0 confi ril ':0 Itc' th;... ~ .!Ohll TI:;J31 l1~orJ 
did inde ed pr<}du(;.e t he <.:ha.ssi " fo r Y-l"ype6, anc\ (Qr m:J,ny :Ro re Ik i t.ish Cal'3 
})(: s ides . 'f'h*'!y <.lid no t, however, nllMbe r' t he m, 0)' stalllp thP.lD i n IlIlY way \;ith 
IWY kind of iue llt.if i c:J.L j()1l ~c-ftH'e shi pp ing r.hpro orr to llbingdon . That 
llOlJld there[or t:: s u~gC!st that t.he r ight-hand number-~ ..-e i~ ;\ l loc:\V:d 
(st Il.JfJped) by O\bingooll UpOIl receipt, and that the left-hand illll!il>e r~; Id ere 
allocated (sla lilped) upo n COlllme ll c crnent of a.. car down t he product ion lines . 
I haxe' been able to acquire cop i es of sowe inlp.rp.sting documentat.ion froll 
John Tho mpson's company hi s t orian and I will be reproducing this mate rial 
in t hp. next few issues of TCY. Wh i lst this cannot be considered. on a pal" 
wi LlJ C).ny or our other ra.mous ground-breaking and long- running seri e s of 
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the pas t , j t May serve t o f i 11 lip t wo o r three issues , and shed sOlie 1 igh t 
on a h ithe rto ignor~d aspect o f British motor manufacture. 

I have written elsewhere (thlit is, in another pUblica ti on ) o f the dismay I 
felt vhen T lp.arnt earlicl:' this y ea r' that B.M.J .H.T. at Gaydon \iere 
plann.ing tc ;mctioll o ff 80 o f thei r ca.rs (llluseul9. exhibit:,; o r Hems f r om 
s t o!'f'). Thp. auction duly took pla~~ on 29th June . I had not Lhought this 
unfo rtullate business of any n~ lcvnnce to Y- Types unlil I learnt frOIll a 
quit l? unexpected source that all ',loG. YB barl been one of the cars auctioned 
off. This should be YB/0181) "UMG665". This car was owned by a chap nued 
Ti m Penn i cott in the 1970s; h ~ W1\S ;ns truO!ental in saving sr.:veral "y"s at 
a time .,he n ha rdly an yone was intc rer.t.ed in tbe p at a lL I believe he sold 
the car to ",hat was then R,iti s h Leyland'fI lOuseu lII at Syon Park, London. 
That col lection, o f r:our~:e , l at.f'r mov~' ct to Gaydon, in Wa..r-wickshire, but 
meanwhile YB/04 81 had ::tppeari~cI o n T. V., io one o f the Miss Marple 
ad~/en tllres. 'The r:a.r was in Gaydon '!:! " n:se rve collect.ion". J believe, and 
lias n('ver on s how .i.n t.he museum itself. In 2000, the RlUseu.II contacted me 
to t.ell Lqe lh.).t they h'e r € about to s t art. restoring the <:ar; they asked lie 
where they could obtain parts for it. This was a r ound the ti me when Gaydon 
had sta.rtp.d incl uding the phrase " Part of n.M.W. Mobile Tradition" on all 
their r.or respondence and publi c ity infor_alion. As did many atbe r s, I 
fou nd t hi!:l state of a[["ir9 lIlos t offen sive aild, as ou r correspondence 
occurred just after the Phoen ix consortiull had t...tken over what ~'as to 
ber:ome M.G.-Rover ) J asked Gaydon to clarify the c urrent position (i. e ., 
was the museum still B. M. W. -owned). I declined to help the m unLil I kn ew 
more, and they never r eplied - T would not ha ve assi s t ed them had th<'! y 
conbnued as a part of B.M.l1. A few months l ater , of coun:e, Fanl <H;q1Iired 
Land Rover and t il e Gaydon site :mu, uf ter a respectful per.iod or ye;.lrs, 
have no,"" s et :1bout making space so as to house some 0 r lhc.i r O~n histo(" i c 
vehic l es. "Hld he nce, the a.uct ion. BUT, t he good ne"'"s turns out to be thai. 
t he YB ha!:; heen bough t by M.G.-Rov e r for ltlGlusion in t.h~h l)WiJ nascen t 
reuseUiJ! Jocat,~d a l the Longbridge factory : Now that is sOlDething I would 
sUPllo l't. - pro\! idj ng the company .'eroains Eritis h-owned) that is! 

"1 952 /rI. G. n~ 3a.loon, ' UMG625 '. We have owned the above car for 34 years ; 
it is In good condition but could benefit frol9 some love aod attention. We 
use tt ~eekly bu t. have decided the tiwe has come to part with it. We are 
looking for offers based on £6,000. Contact~ Colin & Sheila Taylor,  

 Monwouthshire , . Tel: ." 

"M.G. Y-Type rolling c hassis, comple t e with engi ne ( '17460'), gearbox, 
back axle , bulk.head, radiator « s hell, fron t wings, bonne t, instrume nts 
and jac king sys tem. r~o Y5 reg i st. ,'atl on doc uillent held. Body number, '125 MG 
619 ·1 '. The chassi s is in very good condition; st ill .in its original black 
pai n t , with sOUle s urface r ll s t o nly . Contact: Mr. David Tr-ocaans) 

    Worces t e r s hire, Tel : 
 (cve, jings & weekends)." • 

"jli.G. YT: 1.919 rare supercharged 4-pass coovertible, maroon, tan top. 
Recent l OO-point professional restoration, i nvi tee to Pebble Beach. Te l: 

 (Indiana, U.S.A.). " 
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This is YB/06 10. in Old English il'hite. This .\952 YI3 was one of HlP. firs t 
Y- TYlJes to I"e pro perly restorerl. It. is today ,i n Ohio, U . ~,,'., ;lntl i s 
Gur' rcnl.ly Aul'Hfln Re rl in colour , 

photo scannfNI ,\ r <nlEO'iuccd by r;"ry HiJJs, 
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