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Issue No.1?? December 2003 

The Newsletter of The M.G. "Y" Type Register  

EDITORIAL 

As prom ised in the las t issue, this Lime I am starting to reproduce some material which 
has been kind ly supplied to me by the company histo ria n for what was once the John 
Thompson Group of companies in Wolvc rhampton. Mr. StanJey Ba rnetL (John 
Thomp~on Motor Pressings Ltd. manufactured the chassis fram es fo r the V-Type 
M.O.). 

Ove rleaf you ' ll fi nd a li sti ng of o ri gina l M.G. I ile rature available -from Wal ter Miller 
of Syi ac'use, New York; the listing \VJS sent to me by Bob Gibson of Thornville. 
Ohio. nob also-told me that Y/3363. the ma roon left -ha nd-d rive " Y" Saloon \vhich I'd 
las t seen in Califomia in 1982, and which is pictured on pp.23 & 24 of my book, was 
for sa le. In the photos he sent me it looks j ust like it d id back in ' 82. 

Jt only rema ins fo r me to wish members or the Register and al) my corresponden ts 
around the world , 

a Very Ifappy Christmas and a Peaceful and Successful New Year! 

Newsletter Ellitor: J .G.Lawson,  Liverpool,  
Registrar: .J.Murray) Ha mpshire,  

Spares Secreta ry: A.Brier,  Yor~
(Ic/If"x: 

The Classic Y is published by SkycQJ Publica tions  
a nd printed by : RT.S. (U.K.) Ltd. , 73 Rose Lane, Liverpool, Ll8.SA D  
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ORIGINAL FOREIGN SALES & SERVICE LITERATURE  

M. G . 
1934 Lot Of 2 factory Letters & 1 Factory Letter & Envelope, 

$90 .  
1 936 Fac t.ory Lette r (, Envelope, $40.  
1937 Lot Of 2 f a ctory Letter s (, Envelope, S80.  
1937 f actory Photo, 3 1/2 X 2 1 /2, Printed I n 1940's. S12.  

192 7 - 39 Magaz ine Road Tes t, 63 Shee ts, $60.  
194 0- 497 Dea l er's S tat ionety, "Mg", One Sheet, 59.  

1946- 49 Owner 's Ilandbook, Midget, Ser ies Te, Soiled, $65.  
1949? Photo, -14 XI I, Tc Drawing, fo lded, S10.  

1949 small part color catalog, " BEA Pa ssenger Ticket and  
Bagga ge Check", 2 f light c oupons missing. has M. G. logo,  
pri nted by British Motor Corp. , $25 .  

1949 Part Color Folder, Ty Tourer, $65.  
1 950 Sales Brochu re , spec ify Moc!el-o H , $35.  
1950 No n Color Sheet, Td, $15.  

1 950- 51 Illustrated Par t s Sook, Body And Chass i s, Midget, Series 
Td, Mint, $100. 

195 1 Sa l es Brochure, Specify Hodel " H, $3 5. 
1951 Non Colo r Catalog, Special Tuning, Td, 545 . 
1951 Ow,:.er' 5 Handbook, 1 1/4 Litre, Ser ies Y, Min t, 5100. 

1950-52 Non Color Sheet, Td, Sh ows All 1950-52 Model s, SIS. 
1950-52 Olm.er ' s Handb ook , Tc , 575. 
1950- 52 Own·er ' s Handboo k, Td, Soiled, To r n, $45. 

1952 Color Catalog , "Safety Fast! " , Td, Min t, 575. 
1952 Color folder, Td, 560. 
1952 Sales Brochure, Specify Model ·*~, 535. 
1952 "Arnol t Soundi n gs ", Factory Hagazi n e , March , v ol . 7, No. 

3, $20. 
1952 Small Non Color Ca talog, " i nter nat i o nal Spo r ti ng 

Ca l e ndar " , $ 40. 
1950-53 Illu strated Parts Book, Td , $75. 
1951-53 Factory Workshop Manual, 1 1/4 Litre , Ser ies Yb, Min t, 

$12~. 

1952-53 Illustrated Pa rts Book, Body And Chass is, 1 1/4 Litre,  
Series Yb, Hint , $125.  

1953 Factory Letter, Regards L ~t , $25. .. . 
1953 Sales Brochure, Specify Mode l·**, $35.  
1953 Cigarette Card, i-lagnette, $5.  
1953 Owner's Ha ndbook, 1 1 /4 Li tre, Sel·les Yb, Mint, $ 8 5 .  

1949- 54 Non Colol! Catalog, Runyan ;1g Accessories, Covers Al l 1949-
54 Mod e ls, 540 .  

1953 -5 4 Part Color f o lder, Le tte r, Sheet, Or ig Env, Judso n-td, $35.  
1954 Color Cata l og, "~ew " , Tf, $65 .  
1954 Color folder , Magne tte, 1 1/2 Litre, $20.  
1954 Color folder, Tf, $35.  
1954 Factory Workshop Manua l, Za Magnet te, $75 .  
1954 I11u st.r ,n~d Parts Boo k , Za Magnette, $75 .  

Item B: 

5775 1  

57752  
57753  
82393  
44756  
56831  

122243  
66333  

141 570  

32644-
7 4206  
32652  

116667  

74207  
32658  

116668  
32648  
447 64  
44773  

122245  
44777  
74208  

122246  

59045  

44770  
1166 69  

116670  

122247  
74209  
97359  

116671  
32640  

32676  
122248  

44781  
447 82  
3 2672  
32 6 69  

WALTER MILLER,  NEW YORK.  USA 
PHONE ,  FAX, 
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JOHN THOMPSON MOTOR PRESSINGS Ltd. 
Chassis Manufacturer 

- ...-.~-.•. -.---- - - - -----
THE 	 NORTH WEST VINTAGE 1/-
AND VETERAN TRANSPORT 

RALLY 
AT 

fiA YI)OCK PARK RACECOURSE 
LANC ASHIRE 

on ./ldy 16t h <Ind 17th. 1966 

One of two Ir:'lCllOn cngin... s owned by the John Thompson G roup of 
W,)]l'crhamp1on. A< recent I" u [963 the engines wcn~ in regul:n usc• 	 h:lmllini he<l1Y p rcs~ ;Jr c I'cs~c ls about the 80 nc re John Thompson sileo The  
Group"s inte rest in the old cngincli is tit)! ~ Ilr pri sing for tho:: original John  
Thompso n company. founded over 125 ,'cars ago produced a wagon boiler  
nnd today the main products o f lhe Group arc s till associated ll/ilb Slea m- 
wal er tube boilers fo r m:l jM power stat ions. shell boilers, and Mu\lipac- 
Britain"s best-s.e ll ing pacbgc buik r. p lu~ f.lI Iypll:s of ancillary equipmenl- 
pipcwork. WOl ler lrcall1lenl pbn1. l'(lal and <Ish handling plan t. sloken, Cle .  

. 	 -i-
John-lllompson prO(]\lced chassis frames from 1904 to 1970, when Clarke Chapman 'ocf 
over. They continu ed dassis manufacture, as dld Rockwell Tntemational/Rockwe I 
Thompson from 1972 to 1986. The Parkfield Group pic. then continued Ulltil 1990. The e 
was then a buy~oul, and United Pressl11gs & Fabrications Ltd. continued the business. TIle 
company was "Ooated" in 1994 as the U.P.f. Group LtcL, but went into receivership 10 
December 2001. O.K.N, Au tostructures purchased the business in April 2002. During tlle 
tCTI\\Te of John Thompson Motor Pressings, chassis and chassis parts were supplied a 
virtually every car maker in the U.K (oLher than Ford), and every Rolls-Royce from 1 
until B.M.W. took over Ole company recently was built on a Thompson chass is or su 
hameJsuspension unit set: Bentley vehicles still nrc . 

. 3 . 
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This illustrat.ion of a "YA" chassis appeared in a John Thompson brochure Car 
Frames For lhe Af%r Industry of around 1949. On the opposite page in the brochure 
was a similar 1llustration of a TD frame (which will appear in a later part of this 
series). Thompsons' involvement "vith M.G. started in January 1936 In producing the 
chassis. for the' TA and continued right through to cessation of production of the MGB 
in 1980 (they made the front cross-member for the 'B). When the Naylor (later 
Hutson) TF 1700 came along in 1984, "Thompson~" produced the chassis for that 
vehicle also. They did not have any of the original tools or equipment stil! left from 
origlna\ TF chaSS1S production, so the Naylor version had to be made by semi-
prototype methods (and they were made in smal! quantities only). 

- 4 -
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On thi s page and the. next are photocopies taken from the John Thompson tool ing 
record book~ Some ot.her enl ries which may be of interest are reproduceU below. 
Further photocopied sheets will appear in a later issue. 

1936 - M,G S(1 of 10015 for frame liner Pan No. 8 1<1 5<1/5 
MG. Blank 1001 for M.G. side-members 8 1451/2 

MG. 	 Fonn 1001 for side-member Part No. 12166213 W 
Form 1001 for !Tont cross 126803 W 
Form \001 fur li ner 127664 W 
Form tool for fron t e.:(lc~ 'iion 126829(30 

Dec' 195] - M.G. Side-members - carbon arc wcld jig 
Pan No. Ace 8350/ 1 (Riley & Wolseley) 

ACB 5027/8 (Riley & Wolseley) 

June 1954 - M.G. (Riley) Checki ng fixture fo~ ACB 5000 frame assembly 
t\1.G. (Riley) (Ril ey I Y:) Chcdi ng fix ture fo r ACH 5805 rrame assembly 
M.G. (Wolsele)'} Checking Ii :mu e. for ACe 5 1 58 frame assembly 

July 1954 - M.G Side-members - carbon arc weldj is 
Pan No. AHH 500415 (poss. MGA) 

Oel' 196 1 . M.G. Front sul'pcnsion cross-member Part No. AHH 6196 (MGB) 
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