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Car for Sale

In the process of looking around for a Y-l'ype to huy late last year, Don Fry came ucft)ss one m
Southport which was for sale. This is whut he hus loltl me oJ il...

"The Southport car is actually in k. The owner is Ken Williams on . It is on a
farm-type properry by the level-crossing. It is white and was restored some time ago, but not
completed. The engine runs but it is impossible to get the car out of its present position- I decided that I
would wait until I found a better one.

This car was included in an arlicle by the motoring writer Michael WorthinEon-Williams in the
(llassic Cur Mart in September 20O6. Ken had bought a 1926 Austin 20 off him: he already had two in
pieces! The place is full ofwonderlul old cars, Rolls-Royces, a Graham Page, Vulcan, Invicta, etc."
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Dear John.

My new "YA" is Yi6409, Reg. *UMG215", and it's a really nice one. The V5c states only five
previous owners, so I thought i would try to trace its history as far back as possible. Referring to the
paperwork which came wrth it, I have written to several names on various bills. The one I really
wanted to hear fiom was the man who had done the restoration, His name is Sam Crutchley (no
relatron to the Octagon Club's Harry Crutchley),

I was surprised when I received a call from Sam Crutchley, and he told me all he could. I now get to
the interesting bit.,. Guess where he found it - yes, another one from Southport, where it had been
locked away since 1973. Someone in M.G. circles had heard that it was for sale and told Sam, so he
went to see it, bought it, and trailered it back to his home in Lichfield. This was in 1991 or '92. It was
red,/maroon then but is now two-tone green,

I hope you can stand all this excitement, John, as I have another story about Southport. One Saturday
evening in the early '60s, my wife and I had a run to Southport in my then red "YA" "KVM358". As
we turned off Lord Street to park, there were two identical red "YA"s parked there, so I parked behind
them. To see what even by then were three elderly cars, all identical, was quite a sight. When we
retumed the other two had gone and I have often wondered what their omers thought on seeing mine.
Perhaps one ofthem was my new one; we'll never know. What a shame no-one left a note.

With my apologies for the boring story, John, but this car is reliving all my "YA" memories.

Don Fry,
Manchester.



Mator 03/12/41 Adverttsement (two tone green 'YA'; orlglnaf rs in colour)
Motor 19/05/48 Advertisement "Maintainlng the Breed"
Motor 11/aA/49 Advertisement "Three Tholoughbreds " (oraglnaL is in colour)
Itotor 72/A9/51 Page showing "Cars for Sale" advertisements (severaL "Y"s)
l4ator 20/a]/55 Cuttug show}ng "cars for Sale" advertisements lseveraf "Y"s)
Motor 13/06/56 Cutt.rng showing "Car:s for saLe" advertlsement (1950 Y/T)
Matorinq 2?/?? Advertrsement "Dual PersonaLi'-y"
Motorlrg ?2/?2 Advertisement "In Leiceslershlre or Leicester Squar€"
t'tatoriig 04/51 "Pr:1ces of Nuffield organazation cars", etc.
MoLoring a]/53 Advertrsement on cover of magazrne
l'lator Sport 08/52 Advertlsenent "VersataLity"
Aut:acar 3A/C5/41 Advertisenent 'InLroduclng the M-G, l! Lttre"
Autacar 22/Oe/11 "MaintaiElng Lhe Breed lrith the new One and a Quarter L.tre M
Autocar 04/03/49 Paqe shor,lng "Cars for sal.e" adver!isements (se1,eral "Y"s,

Next, on with our "Reference Libtary" l7'(l I Index listing,,.

Period Advertisements:

Autocar A8/A1 /55 Page showlng "Cars for Sale" advertrsemenls (several
Autospoit A1/i7/52 Page showLng "Cars for SaIe" advertisements {incf.
E.A.R.C. Gazette 01 02/54 "Horses for Salel" (Laystall Lucas cylinder
Practical C.lassics A1/82 & L0l82 Plastlc Paddrng ad' featuring "YMG21"

Austral]an -{T/"\A" /Ic ad (Vrctorla)
"See them at the Motor ShoL{" (1948) (TC,/"YA"/YT)
"Ihe famrly car... r.rith a sporting heart" lYB)
"Advertasang M.G." by NelI calrns

SusDension:

inclu.lr.ng detalfs of a speclaf-bodled saloon) (

Autocar 3A/O9/49 Advertisement showlng "IA" e TC (originaf 1s ln coLor]r) 1

A]tacar I1/ IA/52 "Versatrl1ty" (

Autocar 24/1A/52 Advertisement "Eor years the most consistent-Ly successful
sports car in the world" (showlr}g TD and SiLver str.eak

crey YB: original rs an colour)
Autacar 24/1A/52 Page showlng "cars for sale" adverLrsements (nany "Y"s)
Autacar 26/12/52 Advertlsement "Dua1 Personalitv"
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Aulocar 2a/10/45 "The New l,uvax Girling Hydraulic Damper"
Matoritg "The M.G- Series 'Y' Front Suspension" by Vlncent Walson
Practical Classics 12/80 MGB rront Suspenslon Rebuild
Pr:actjca-t C]assjcs 10/91 "Revlvrnq Dampers"
Enjayltg M-G- 10/85 MGB rront suspension RebuaLd
EDjoyilg M-G- 02,/88 MGB IronE Sllspension ReburLd (taps by Mark Easton)
The Wind I'lachjie 06/AI "A Techntrcal Discussion on Suspenslon & Steering"

by Ja.l de Boer
rhe Wjnd l4achine 04/88 "An M.G. Suspense story" by JarI de Boer (rear susp')
C-nrIjxItVo1.2Pt.33,'B.M.c.suspensionProb1ems
fte sacred actagon C2/92 "Renewang rear sprrnqs'r by Dean Aboudara
?rilliirm Neh/s No.120 11-12/91 "The Luvar<-Garfrng shock-Absorber"

by Douglas Percaval (from the book l'rotor Repajr 6 Over,lauijxEr)
"Suspension Parts For Your M,G. 'Y"' by David Ransome
Drawing of telescoplc danper modaflcation to front suspensaon
Descraptron and englneerrng drawing of rno.iification to lear suspenston

to enabfe V.W. "Beetfe" rear shock absorbers to be fitted toy/Ts by steve NeaL
"Sagging Wisblronesr by Neil Cairns
"Lacquer and a Lattle Rust" by Neal Caarns

(top krng pin trunnion bolt renerral)
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"Antr-Roll Bars on the YB" by Neal caarns
"Haif A CenLury" {lear sprrng hanger rubber bushes)
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Coolino Svstem:

safety last! a€,/ga "r'Ittrng XPAG ccre Plugs" by Jerry Austln
?rjl.ljum Neus No-116 0f-02/91 convertlng early-type water pump i\,ith carbon seal

to take repfacement late-t.!?e rubbei seal by P.Co1.I1ns
The Sacred octagan A2/92 (as above)
The Sacred Octagon A5/94 "XPI\G Coolinq System 6 Service Procedures"

by R.Jacobson
The Sacted Octagan 06/94 iXPAG Eeater InstaLlation" by R.Jacobson

"The Case of the BubbLing 'Yr" by David Mullen
"Blinds & Muffs" by John Lawson
"Running Cool" by Neil Cairns

Bodvwork:

Motorinq "The Door EiEtings of your: Seraes 'Mr Morris Ten" by S.F.Drake
,\?rs gxc,harEre 08/49 photo of Y/T at Brr-trsh Car Show, Montreal sholring

r./hrte wlng to-body paplng
?,he Sacred Octaqo, 72/A1 photo sholriBg ol1ganal type Y/T front bumper

and over-riders as fitted to TC,/EXU 8160
T!1e sacred ActaqoD A6/89 "EitLing 'T' Series Doors" bv c,G.uerbizky

(appLles also to Y/T)
?he Sdc.red Octagon 12/92 "Removlng bonnea central hinge rod" by Sherwood Parker
safetv Iastl nll89 "sorry wrong Numberl" by Kenn Davls

lspecrflcatlons of orlgrnal nunber plates and lher-r letters and nirntrers)
Safety Fast! 1llg9 "Rencvatlng a Windscreen Washer" by 6eoff Barron(lelates to Trico nanual.Iy-operated units)
safety Fast! 09/92 The ai/aI/93 M.a.a. RegulaLions, adclitions
Auto Classic 05/09l90 & :6/09l90 adaptang modern rep.Iacement

metrlc thlckness windscreen and doot gfass to fiL old cars
Practical Classics 10/82 Piastrc Paddang ad' featurlng "YlrG21"
P):acXicaf Cldss-ics spring '94 YB bodywork repa-rrs by Brian Co1
Street laachjne ?2/?? ?haLo of .irstonized Morr:is 8 Series E

"Pr:acticaL Bldst Cl.eanrng Technrques" by R.E.Mann
Photo of prototy?e Y/T body
Variations 1n burper. trxing brackets (by Davad R.Lawrence & John l,awson)
Bunper firlng brackets and components (by Davtd R.lawrence)''Tip Sheet" for frttlng door bottom repair panels by A.J,J.Boft
Letter of A5/49/2A trota Joslah Parkes & Sons Ltd- givlng detalLs of

and deallng wrth p.oblems wrth the boot lock anC handle
"Y-T!?e Baltery Boxes" by David R.:ainrence
"Y Tlpe & l-linr Co!0parison of Passenger Conpartment Dxnenslons"
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.i ) RsA

2) 112

by John Lawson
"Devlous YB Raltle" {sunroof adjustnent) by Neil Cairns
Slde-v1ew drawlng of "Y/T 3423" hybrrd
"l,Iakr-ng an AdlustabLe Doo! Cross b.race for the Y/T Door"

by Karl-Heinz Borchers
Dime:rsioned technlcal drawrng of spare wheel compartment fLoor

by Phai coates
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i. Figure in brackets aiLer description of item anClcates nunLicei of pages compr:1sing :hat tr-en.
2- Abbrevrations in 'published in' column:

AUS: PubLlshed rn Tony Slattery's Australlan Y T!?e Register newsletter or
origlnal of Lten sent to Tony SfatEery to assist in setting up his
Aust-rallan Y.T-R.
RSA: PubLished rn David Lawrence,s SouLh African Y T!?e Register ner.rstetter
or originaf of j.tem sent to David I-awrence to assist 1n prepararlon
of Let ?he.e Ae Ys-
BK: Reprinted in Ir.G. I TWe Safoo[s and Taurers by John Lawson (1988).

to be nnlnued




