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The Magazine ef the M.G. Y-Type Register.
Velume II. Ke.15. April 1979.

EDITORIAL:

I khaven't much te say this menth - at least net en this page,anyway !
Reaction to eur propesed rally at Bromsgreove has been sparse

dut there is a possidility that Yerkshire members may be able te arrange

a small lecal rally at a location near Sheffield., Mick Debdy is trying

to find out mere about 'The Ozks',a stafely home near te where he lives

and I wil¥ be keeping you informed as regards this in the future.

Barry
Bray has written in regarding Stephen Davis' query about the original
tool kit supplied with Y-Types (Issue No.133;p.1). Barry is fertunaste
encugh to possess some of the original teolIs viz,, ring-type tappet
spanner; adjustable spanner; tyre levers; {yre pump; three bex spamners
and 'tommy' bar; three open spanners; and the jack operating handle.
These are all 'King Dick' toels (!)
: Graham Davis wenders if anyone has

purchased windscreen surrouwnd rubter from N.T.G. and has had trouble
fitting it., He believes that the original surround was moulded in one
piece and that consequently the N.T.G. substitule might not fit properly
around the cormers of the windscreem. If this is so,he has suggested
that we contact M.J.P.Rubber Mouldings Ltd. (Issue Ko.12;p.4), who
might be able to make a small guantity of more precisely moulded
surrounds. If anyone has any comments on this or is interested in
trying oebtain a better fitfting surround pIfease Iet me know and I
will consider writing te M.J.P-

Lastly,]l have detzils of ancther Y-Type
for s4ale. A brown 1951 YA, it is for sale at £500 and 'needs minor
attention'. If you are interested then telephone
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THE RESTORATION OF 'ENTERPRISE' (Centinued)

In the December issue I described how we had finally removed the
car's floerboards by early Rovember. The opportunity was taken at
this time te alse remove both semaphore arms. This was te be the
last time in 1978 that we were not disturbed in some way by adverse
weather. With no lighting or heating in our garage I had thought it
likely that we would have te '"shut up shep' completely for the duratien
of the winter so I suppose you could say that we were reasonably
lucky still to be able te work on the car as late 2s November,British
winters being what they are ! Our first taste of the frustrationm
of not being able to continue our work came on the weekend of 18th
and 19th November when everything we had planned had to be abandoned.
I took the opportunity of putting *Flan B'(!) into action. We had erdere
2 '"Woolleg'* leather renovation kit in an attempt to have a go
ourselves at restoring the leather upholste (a full professional
interior retrimming had been quoted at ESOOfg

For those of you not
familiar with Woolies renovationm kits I can strongly recommend them.
First of all you send them a sample of 1eather from your car's seats,
With this they preduce coleur renovater perfectly matched to the
eriginal colour of your car's upholstery. Cerfain basic celours are
always in s*eck and if mixing iz required it takes abeut seven days.
Leather renovation kits come in twe sizes. Kit Ne.i. is fer 2/3 geater
cars and need not cencern us here, Kit Ne,2,, for 4/5 seaters costs
£7.55 (plus ¥.A.T. and pestage) and censists ef:

%4 1ftre of celeur renovater.

ene 3 ez. Jar ef pelishing paste,

# Iitre of cleaner.

gseveral cleths for appiying the materials.

The first step iz te apply the cleaner te the uphelstery,rubbing
1ightly. The cleaner netf enly cleams but sefiens and feeds the leather.
Next it ig recemmended that if the leather is eld and neglected
(eurs was) it sheuld have a ceurse of hide feod. You 'hersey iypes’
will kmew Just what I'm talking abeut but fer the uninitizted hide
feod is a seart of cream. It is ebtainable in jars from Wedlies (£1.10
for 11 eoz. jar) er frem any saddlery. It was te a saddlery (in the
middle ef Liverpoel !) that I went fer mine. The hide feeod I dought
was made by Connollys (who were eriginally responsib for the Ieather
af my car's seats) so it was 'just the job*. The hide food should be
applied to the leather with a cloth and should be rubbed deeply in
making sure to remove any excess which-a» ledge in cracks ete. After
at least 48 hours the cdlour renevater can be appliad. I recommend that
a cloth is used for applying the first coat ef renovater. After this
has dried thoroughly the second coat can be applied with a small
paint brush (full instructions are supnpiied with the kit,by the way).
Finally, the polishing paste seals the renovater and believe me you
will be amazed by the results.

Much of the Interier upholstery in a
T-Type is 'leathercleth'(door aznd side panel trim and the seat backs
and *tskirts' ef the seat cushiens etc.) Te restere this I obtained
from Woolies 3 Yitre of Leathercleth/PVC paint, again celeur matched
by Woalies. This is simply brushed en te the areas to be renovated.
One word ef warning here, Carry out these Jjobs in a well ventilIated
reom and not as we did In eur sitfing room and living reom ! The
colour renovator and particularly the leathercleth paint give eoff
very toxic and inflammable vapeurs which are only made worse if the
room is warm er het. We renovated the upholstery of the rear seats
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and front passenger seat between 18th November and 19th December
and are very pleased with the results. The seats appear virtually
'as new'. One or two little jobs do remain to be done however. The
driver's seat Is almost a complete 'write-off' and we are Iesaving the
work onm this te a real professional later on this year. There are one
or two small rips in the leather of the remaining seats and these
should 1deally be patched. We have not applied the polishing paste yet
as we prefer to leave this until the car is near completion,the seats
presently being indoors and under wraps. One last thing, when you
write te Woolies ask them %o send their brechure which includes
details of the many other restoration services they provide. They de
all sorts of interior trim and even manufacture new number plates.
What 1ittle time we did get te work in the garage before Iast
Christmas was spent repairing with fibreglass one er twe small holes
and some cerrosien in the metal which supports the fleerboards where
they meet the rear seat well and the bottom of the rear deor pillar.
It is becoming a traditien now that I sperd my Christmas under the car
and whilst we didn't get tes many good weather days ever the 1978
Christmas holiday we s8till managed te begin the Job ef painting the
chassis. The tep and sides of all chassis members were first brushed
with Trustan 40 ('D-Rust' will deo equally well). Then two coats of
metal primer were apvlied. Trugstan 40 had alse been applied te the
rear seat well and this was given twe primer coats alse. On New Year's
Eve we were able to paint the top and sides of the chassis members
black using Valentines paint*. It was thought appropriate that the
rear seat; well should have twe coats ef green paint (to match the
colour ¢f the upholstery) and this we also accomplished. When using
Valentines paint it must be rememdbered that erdinmaxry thinners, white
gpirit eor turpentine will not have any effeet on it. Valentines' own
brand of thinners must be used,

And that, until 2nd Fedbruary,was that
as we suffered ene of the werst Januarys 'in living memory'. By some
fluke 2nd Pebruary was a relatively good day and we managed at last te
paint the undersides of the chassis members,the cross tubes,the
undergide of the petrel tank,beth side valances znd the anti-rell) bdar,
black., The time had now ceme to try and affix the new exhaust system
which had been sprayed with black flame-resistant paint en 20th
August. This was another ef these jebs which seemed easy in theery
before the event but when undertaken turned eut to be much more
treudl eseme than anticipated. To begin with, the new exhaust whieh
had been bought with the car was net gimilar in layout to the system
which we had remeved. Thus,al) the eriginal mounting bracket locations
and 'U' bolts ceuld net be used. By trial and errer ef cembinming
varfeus 'U' belts,brackets and meumting Iocations we managed te firmly
fix the exhaust system to the ear. Unfertunately having struggled te
de this 1t was all tee apparent that the new system was new tee firmly
fixed and that when we came te start the engine the vibration weuld
cause the exhaust te snap at its weakest peint (where it jeins the
silencer). The meunting bracket at the gearbex housing was thus
renoved. Meanwhile, at the *frent end'! we were having considerabdble
treuble tightening the rearmest ef the three belts which fasten the
exhaust te the engine manifold, We had had considerable trouble
lecsening this same bolt sn 16th September and it really 1s one of the
few inaccessatie items in the Y-Type engine compartment. However we
finally succeeded using the same trusty adjustable wrench which had
facilitated the old exhaust system's removal,

The next step,having
theroughly painted the entire underside as best we could flaying en
my back on a trolley in the celd and damp with thick dlack paint
running dewn my hands and arms is not my idea ef fun !) was te spray
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the underside thoroughly with Waxeyl*. The syringe provided by the
makers was used and proved very successful but its use certainly
develops the arm musclies I At least two ceats of Waxeyl were
sprayed on and there were always nocks and crannles which I had
missed,coming te my notice. Fotential Waxoyl usersz should be warned
that the garage floor becomes ve slippery from Waxoyl dripping
down onto it from the car. It is not necessary to get underneath
the car te spray 1t and indeed this could be uncomfortable if
Waxoyl begins ite drip down onto you ! But it is certainly gcod stuff !

Having accomplished all this we were ready,on 24th February,to
take the car down off its ramps,where it had been all winter, and
to push it outside for a 'spring cleaning'. It was not te be that
simple however for,once on its wheels again the car would not meve,
The brakes on both rear wheels had locked on during “the winter and
were immovable.

* Woolies (I.& C.Woolstemholmes ILfd.).9a Exeter Street, Bourne,

Lincs., PE10.9NJ.

Valentines paints & thinners available from: Ellison Valdis Ltd.,
18 Yandries Street, Liverpool 3. Branches at: Manchester,
Stoke, Newcdstle, Preston, Sheffield, Bradferd, Bolton,
Chester & Leeds,.

Waxoyl available from: Finnjigan's Speciality Paints Ltd.,
Eltringham Works, Prudhoe, Northumberland.
10 Yitre can: £9.27 (more than enough to give thorough ceating)
Syringe Applicator: £1.95 plus 32 pence postage & packing.

John Lawsen,

Tetal cars en the Register as at 1st April 1979: 154.

KRew Memher: M kinsen,
' Yorka. embexr Ne. _

'*The Classic Y'''is published by Skycol Publications.

the Regigter: J.G.Lawsen,
Magazine Prin g: ontaprin th John Street., I.Pool.
WW Manuals: M.J.Debby,

S

Caver Design: Geeff Chenne .G.Iawsen i!l l978.

Register Emblem Design: Chris Williams/J.G.Lawsen (&) 1978.
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