THE CLASSIC'Y’

The Magazine ef the M.G. Y-Type Register,
Yelume II. Re.17. June 1979,

EDITORIAL:

Befere yeu turm the page,2 werd of warning,apelegy and explanatien,

On the
next three pages yeu will find what I censider te be & very interesting .-
article en the YT. I received it in the ferm ef a phetecepy and se the
phetes which accempany it have suffered as a result. Thus yeu may see a
number of blank spaces ! Nevertheless I censidered that this article was
tee geed te mims se I have gene ahead with fis publicatiex. I hepe,therefer
that yeu will excuse the peer reprsductiex and wen®t fimd it tee difficuit
te read the text. The article first appeared In the Australiar magazine,
*Restered Cars® (¥ amr trying te find eut whew) and I therefere musi
acknewledge that magazine pius sf esurse the auther, Mr.Remx Gay. Thanks
tee te Barry EBray fer sending me the sgriiele and te the Octagen Car CXub
fer passing It te Barry in the firsti place I Se ysu see, it arrived by
a cireuniteus reule Dut nexetheless I feel that it is a very valuabdle
artiele and Ie bewnd. ic inferesi IT ewners among us.

It is new ailmest certaim that
we will held eur ﬁ'_mt 'Rally® or 'Drive-In* zt the Avencreft Huseum of
Buildirngs at Steke Prier, near Bremsgraxe ex Sunday S5th August, A free
windscreen stiecker wilY¥ be given te every persen turining up in suppert
of the RalYy. Please Tet me knew if yeu wilf be geing. Fimal arrangementis
and & definite decisien enx whether or net the Rally is te ge ahead wiXl
be anneunced in the mext egitarizl.

It enly remains fer me te say that the
credits and addresses which usually appear enx the ¥ast page ef the
magazire are,z)thevgh missing this menth, the same as fer last menth and
te finish eoff with,pass en the membership and Hegister infermatien belew
tegether with details ef ene mere car fer sale.

tst June 1979.

Tetal Cars On The Register as
New Member: Mr.R.Jackman, Kent, ME3.74
Car Fer Sale: Register KRe. equlrss seme resieratien,
tSensible offers' te Rayleigh
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Tt was Movember 1945 whea the Ant post-war
MG, car et the MG, Car Company at
Abianadon-on Thames iz Ysaleod. The vehidle

ceeowes the frst of G000 T.C midgets to be

produced up anlil the end ef 1349, This slizmly-
modified pee-war MG T3, was of the tynical
M.G. sportz eare hnege of the all distinciive
radizior sheli, lung bonnet, slab tank, and ares
vica wheeis, The XPAG 1287¢e puskeed OH.V.
cngice (tted with twin 5.U. semi-downdiaught
carburetiors predveed 544 BH.P. al 5200
R.PM. which prepelld ths cat aleng at quite 2
good speed for the ers.
Early in 1947 the T.C. wis joined by another
~del, the Y4 four doos scdar which Lud been
igoed prior to the wer, The gencral
specifications of the cne ded been updated fo
“past-wer standards”, greducing 2 well-mads crs
with abeve avecage performasce for its type. The
XPAG 1280ce engine was fitted with ouly ohe
carburerior and i this form oaly 46 BILP, was
preducsd at 4,850 R.P.M. The car was fitred with
a welded bog secddon chestis understung at the
rear with iocdeseadent front susp asion by coil
springs «nd wichboncs. Rack aod pinion steering
was ftizd with a triescopic steering wheel,
Another practical item of stiadard couivment
wis tne fiizg of Sinitha Jackall lour-wheel
hydrauviic jacking system, The well finished body
was related closely o design to the four door
saloon body of the Morris 8. The perfvrmance cf
the YA saloon was nct ap 13 the stzodacd of the
T.C. dus to its extra weignt of § cwt 2nd its lass
devetopad engine, [n cpite of ihiz, a YA soden wes
fitted with a low prassure Shoevrock soper-
chsiget and driven by Gardiner dering the 1930
rerosd atlempt ai Jabueke where the ear recorded
a timed mr of 104.7 mph prior {0 engine failure,
The introduction of the M.G. Y/T, a tourer,
eceurred in Qctober 1548. The body and chassis
was beged en the YA sedan, but the cwin
czriuretior  engine, iasttumeats, snd  the
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clectziced system of the T.C. was fined. The toursr
was %4 ewt heavier than th: T.C. g‘i"‘iug it a
periormznce midway barveen the sz ead the
raidgsr. The body is 3 two doar {ull fuu. Feater,
with tmmch the cexz liggaps andd paasiaie- shase
as ibe ;edan. The updated sp:rn’icnnn...t WY the
ssdan complete with the mechanial 2dvantums
of the T.C. cemporents gave = well nilance|
design. As with most sports  tourers, un
zppearancs lacked the Oair of tha T.C. snd th2
YT sh ol With all the 22 cnpres
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t=ing sold teday, this is hard to coderstand. The
Y/T was withdrawa carly in 1850 afecr only B77
vebicles hzd beeun preduced. Thus, & is oae of ¢4z
rarest post-war M.G. cars te be manufoctured.
The Y/T chassis numbers weses mixed in with the
YA numbers which started at YACZS! and
finished at YAT03S. It appeass that the Y/T
chassis pombers range in beiwees YT-1922 w0
YT-5139.

Curing 1949 a Y-typs chessis was reduced i
ferath by S inches ané a modified T.C. body wes
fitted. From this prototyps e T.0. midgets @iz
developed and producsed during tie period 199
to §933. A total of 29,664 T.D. caz weore solil.
There is, of courss, a “sirong family resentblancs”
betweent the Y/T and T D,

At the end of 1951 the YB esden mzs
inrrodued, which wis Miizd with smatter 15 o
vher.s, hypoid axle. and Pester biniits wain the
two eadicg shosr system 2dapied fram the T.D.
The YEB was also fitied with larper shotx
cbsorbers, znd 2 front esii-ofl Lar which
improved the cars handling, The Y sedz2n wes
discontinuad iate in 1953 afizr .158 YA sedans
and 1,301 ¥'5 sedans hed been produssd.

The cat featused in this Deive Test is owned by
Idarg, and Roa Gay of Ballacat, Vicieria, They
also have a resiored 1927 Austio 7 Chemssy, 2n
unrssicred (925 Dedge 4 Teuser, and 2 very
otginal early ViV beeile thai they have had siace
new. RBon is 2 member of the M.G. Car Club
(Melbourne  Centeed, CHACA, amd VCCC

Ballaras),
- 18 -
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Cront riw ci tha 1380 7/7 Sodes H4.

This sarticelar Y/T was sold aripinaily by
[anzs Moaimes in Helboume and much of its early
Listory is wrknown. The car was figith=d in
Wooriand Zooen (nf!Gk wilh sresn lzathoz

- mteriox. Durinyg the mid-satiss the cxr wes ovined

bv a ¥rs Gwan Rees of Balwyn, 2nd whiic it was
stiil quits original 2od suuad, it wes finelly de-
registered as the motoc wes not runaing. [t was
purzhased by Clive Dickinson of Baleyn (4~
memier Af the M.G. Car Cub—Melbourns
Centred late in. 1369 wiro set about restoring the
car,

Tis hoad, interior sed mecheazical companents
wers removed prior to the bedy being dicruanilad
to its basic sll steel shel), During the exngise
reconditioning, breathiug of thz head wes
impyoved ané a fuil balancs enrvied out Most
mechaaical and electrizsl components wele
replzced or revonditioned whils the body =at
prepaved for painting. Ths body was paiated the
G 11, eclour of Jeivois Cream ia Duluz Spzoying
Enzxal, whilst the keod mod sids
certaing were retrimmed in black vinyl. Some
chiome plating wes deooe end 2 fubl jength
tongcau wass  produced—suppiementing  the
original half-tonaeau that had been retained with
1ite vehicle, New tyres and tobes were fitted azd
th= car wus finally re-registered in December
1970, Since thay thve, the C.,.' Gas wavatied X038
trouble-free mifes and was purchased Ly Mecg
cod Ron Gay in August 1974 vdh 16,450 mides
wravelled since restoration. They heve carvied cut
fartizer datailed imptaverncuts on the car, so, &t
the tiine of writing, the oriy resioration still to be
cumpletsd s the raconditiontne of the Jeckell
syste, the {ifting of reat ¢aspers and ether minor
trim work.

As viith most M.G . cars today, the vehicels is not
auite standard. 1 3ddition to the cogine
improvements, the <ingle oit Batlt air clcaner has
been replaced with twe separate air cleanses, a
tempsrature gacge fines, and e hood dos uot
have 2 semavable tip-fastened rear windos,

g
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Sirting behind 1z cimving wheel, the Adrer
cannot (il to b imoessed with the T.C, (goe
doshibasrd with its large British Jfaggee vev
counter and <fiecas, wihich flank the :melier
finmetes, oil prescurs 2ud fuel gauges. The diiver
sitz high on a wxafortable buzket sczt simdar to
the cadsn froal =ats <hich ghe geod :ide
support. The freni view is sxcellent with 1he
parzing lghts exd ortermal octagonnl radiator
fifling czp G=8ring tie Gozt of the cer very well.
A1 pight the raky glesse ou top of the parking
lights are eztremely taeful, The windseresz is
shahiow cosi fo'ds ou 1o e “eaney, whilk Ge
windicresa wipalr racicr tesiricis Uk view of ths
front passenger, $His view chrough the fully-
fremed side curtaing is cxcedlont, but cear view
Is very cesiicind with dhe jiood in place.

Adjustmest of tiiz seat, coupled with the
telescopic adiustmeni of (he thin spring tpoked
stxsting wheel, pivet a comfortsble driving
pasition for driverz of all timpas 2nd sizes, The
foor pediuds ues smafl cod clat together wii 2
rfler tyes of aseelerstar prdai. There is rovn for

Jert foot neal the fnor-cecrated ip swiizh.
.o poee lever and handbeaks ase ideorice! to the
széan 2pd cre posilcasd for esxy use. 1he My
6B 1ype of hondberike of rie midgens is oot ured
in the 0/T. Witk Ui hood up, the doubls com-
parment—suerrounding Lhs rear seat foro storage
of the hocd end sidz cwtahus—is bandy for
carying smell acticles of tugsnga, The bt B
sinel! b today's mandasds, but the lid can be
wead for carying Juggage es weil. S*aps are
provided to hald the luggape fn place. The tao
oars wico have fzicly lazgs peockets provided for
hia usuel set of tanps and Tivia, The spare whezl
eud tonl: am etored in A seporete locker fusi
ebove ths fuc ek,

Afterr the 7). elaerric fuel pumnp has filled tha
cochurztiors, the insrur stans easily from enld
with about hell chcke, and satiles do=wm to an
tven Wile very vuickly. The off pressure gange
Figisiers aboul 20 93l wran the engine is cold,
dropping bace 1o =bout 43 psl whes the engins
wanis 40, The wolter acsslerator takes only a fow
monicnis of {amiliarizaten for a driver used to
the edsmn pletform secelerator pedal. The
¢"*ch Is.smeeth 204 progressive with Lo wices,

zilows ecsy positive gear selection. Ir.is
l-—=sibiz to beat e synchremssh in the pracboex
win changing pams quickly, The ggerbex s
fairiy noisy, particalasly L the lowsr gears, whilz
seizcHon of reverse agaisst n spring actinn, has
no provienn, The tesh amd pinlea st O
fzicly high gearsd, but fight and precisc witn
good castor actimi. Tre front cuil suspension is
firm, but gives a very good nde undar most
pormsl road cvaditions. Gody coll ¢a cormeniag is
minimal, bLut 1%z cairs cornerdng abifity i«
restdier= by s partow 525/15 inth tytes ruther
than by @i swsosisioh. Arcclaarics iR guile
pzad, even by teday's ctandars, and the cer will
cruise happily 2l day 2t £0 (o 60 mph. Crusing
tu tive rang= of 6) 10 70 aph i within (he cars
capadiiities, bot, fdue to the lowsar gezring
inkeriied from ths YA sadan, thz engioe is
obviously workizg very wvand, The car s not
affzcicd by strong cruss winds, and third gzar it
usclid up o abaut 5 mypk. The Y/T is definitely
A dzlight o ddve uadet most conditions. When
ravelling wiih e zg-fileéng hood iz place, the
czr is pacticulatly werther-proct, but witkout the
hood, wind bulTeling s (sirly severe abuove X0
riph, Thic is ¢vz te th: chailow windscroen
coupled with Lhe cut-awey deors and ihe fairy
high #ont sopting mosition. There is also a [(airly

10

- proncurctd whistke from the upright radiates

surround zbove 50 mph.

The King of the Rozd headlights sliow a gond
penerration and sprzxd of light for right drivies.
whiie the indirert green dashboard lights are 2
iivle oo the dull side. The (o0 "0 type tail
lights give 2 good brght reer Wuminatios.
Reversirg lights are not fitted.

This particaflar Y/T has beer timed 2t 82
mpb, which is in excess of the normal top specd
of a standavnd vession, Agxin due to its balanced
engine, this car wili pull away very easily and
smootkly from 2hovt 15 mph ic top gear. 1.l
exhaust note “'comcs 0" Botwean 2,000 10 7,500
rpm for this paricular exhiuet systein, Fuee
comsumpiina &t nomaal ernzising spead is usnaily
around *he rznge of 32/34 mpg.

Finzlly, oo the road, the driver camnot hely
but be impressed with the strength of ibe cpen
tourer body. Scuttle movement apd doar
movement on rough roads of ender cornaring Is
very ncarly non-existant. The problem of the
front opening doors suddealy flying open voder
hard cornering just does mot happza =5 do
similar cars with ticod woodee-{ramed bodies.

The performance figures included in this drive
test are taken from contemporary MG Crr

Company malerial 2nd read tests, to give = uue

indication of the difierence berween the atzndand

MG cars produced in 1949, N
Loaking (hrougi raotor msgazines or buoks

vrritten on the MG cass, it is very diffisulr lo &nd

e e N

It woud be interesting to knge how minny cf
the ociginal 877 Y/T cars stll exist. Kevig
Leickman of tie T Register of the 1M.G.C.C.
(Meibourne Centre) informs me that they can
accouat for 12 tourers io Victoria, 12 of which
are "on the roed”. Richard Knudsen from the
New Eugland “T" Register Lid in America
cartied out a survey & cduple of yzams ag0 of ali
the known Y/T cars in all the varous registers
throughout the world. He could only document
the existance of 48 Y Tourers. The earliest og
record was his own vehicle YT 1924 (the chind
Y. T produced) a5 {he lulest car wor YT 5134,
which i in Austrzla. This writer beows of the
existance of & cther Y/T cars that are not
docomented in Australizn Registers. Neverthe-
J=ss, the tota) nurmber of Y/T cirs in cristanes
today would be only a fracton of the toial
original =zumber. As with most MG cars
produced ia the late forties, they were built
maialy for export, It waould be interceiing to
kauw bow many wers sold i England original'y,
ard Liow many exist uiere today.

In conclusion, we in Austeglia ore ledeed
focrtunate to have s many of these rass,
weil-made, and versatile sports toursre uring cur
roads. At one extreme, it car be used in club
comepetitdon with e windseresn folded st and
the tonneay fitted or, ai the other extrems, it cza
have the hood and side cumazins (itied to give
meost of the home comforts of 3 small sports
sziocn. The gaise that the Gay family iice 10 use
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this is duc 1o igrcrmace or 1o lack of interest 2
the ear is hamd (o gauge. The car is definitcly
overshadowed by the T.C., whick s to ke
expezicd. One unfaw aspest s ihal oo
“eaperts” usuzlly compare the Y/T unfavoaralny
with the T.C. The Y/T was never intenied to be
mere than a sports (ourer, and should be
compared with other similar cars, This writer hes
either owned or driven extensively p numier of
similar teuress over the years, nameiy: a [935
Tzibot Lendon 10, 2 1946 Sunbeam Talbot 2
iitre, & resiored 1951 Siager 9, and a 5%
Morgwn 4/4. When compared with  thess
vehicles, there is no doubt (hat, v nwel aspecis,
the Y/T is the superior cac. In fect, we pead 2

" leok at a Jate model Mnorean tports teurer o find

a bztzzr vekiclz. Agsin this iz upfzir as the
R

Morgzn hat had oser twenty yesrs of funher

develoament sines the Y/T was preduced,

i 49

Tals MG Y/T war Intredecod In Ootuer 1043, lie
chaasls anst body wom dardved loin tha Y/A coden. it
b3 owned by karg &nd Ron Gey of Belirent, Yic.

their ¥/T is with the hood folded, but 2l four
side carining Iof: in plaze, In - hic formi. it ic Ba2)
for touring or attending raléies in finc weather
without the children being biowa out of the back
seat! Insicad cf being called & sporis lourer,
perhaps Lthe term “‘Tamily sporis car’ is o betier
descripios of the M4.G. ¥/T.

One oiher aspect that even the M.G. Car
Company would not have anticipated is that the
Y/T is capable of towing a light two-whel
traiiet, complets with its load of a viniage Auslin
7 Chumimy!

What mote could you ash of a T Scrizs M.G.?
RESTORED CAR
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RESTOAED CARS

1248 4G DATA

Uodel

EMGINE
DI'AENSICHS
Cytimcers
Bore/Slioke
Cublc Crpacliy
Platc » Ares
Yalvran
Comprescion satla
ENGINE
PERFCAMAKNCE
s Bl

et

Beak platon rix xd
b/ in

EnGINE DCTRILS
Cerburctior

ignitton

Sparking Plugse
Fuel Pump

Fucl Canocity

Ol FRIae

Ol Cepacity .
Coocilno Svaiem
Waier Capachiy
Eleciricei Sy=iom
TRANSMISSION
Cluteh

Goar Ration

Top

Id

and

18t

Aeverze

Prup. Shall

Firal Drive
CHASSIS DETAILS
Brekes

Friztion Li=trg Arca
Suspansion —
Fronl

RAaws

She x Abgor s
WWheri Typo
Sivenng Gaot
Sisaring Whas!

DIMEHSIONS
YWhealbsca

Rear

Cverall length
Overall widih
Groun clearance
Tutalng Clrelo
Dry Weight
PERFORAMANCE
DATA

Max Spead In Goar
Flrat Goar
Sacord Gear
Thind Gesr

Tcp Goar
Accaler=tion

£-20 mph

0-50 mph

0-60 mph

Std. %4 mila Ut
Overall Fuol Conz.
Brake in Nouimi
from 30 mph

Top Gear fnph
1000 mm

TC Midgat Sarios Y/A Saloon Serdeg  Y/T Toures Ssra

(] 4 4
08.5mm/omm 68.5mm /90w €. 5mm/M0mm
1.250¢ 1,250ce 1.250ce
21657 In. 1.6 5q. In, 21,6 2q. In,
Pushrod chv Pushicd ohy Fushrod ol
TZIT4 101 72474101 T 2174110t
Gt {E fié
5200 spm AR rpm 520¢ pm

2835 268
Twein SU' 1% "™ Seml-
dewndraught Single SU WY Twir SU 1%"
GCeil Coil Coll
Cramptfon L10S Champlen L30S  Champlon L10S
SU Elecinc SU Elecine SU Elsciric
13v gsllons 8 gaiona 8 galfans
ull Floaw Full Flow Fuli Flow
S piats @ pintz 0 pinty
Woier pump & fan Viater pump & fen Woeiar pump & fan
4 pinis 13% plmis 13% pims

12 velt, scnh ratum 12 volt, carth rotum 17 wolt, earth fsturn
T%" Borg & Beck Singlo Ocy Plzta

5125 5.143 5.143

653 T Tax

i0.00 10,546 10.640

1732 12.00 18.02

17,32 13.C0 1€.00

& Hardy Spicer Noodts Bearing
Suirzl Bevel Cpirgl Beval Snirat Bevsl
Lockheed mydravlic, handbraka cabls to roger cnly
104 33, in,

Semi-alimtic
Lami cihptic

Coli apring Indep. C<il apring indsp.
femi-atlipeic Seivi-emiiotie
Luv:a-Girliag pision tha

Véua, | nosk-on hub Vint clac Vant disc
Bithap Cam Razk & Pinlon Reck & Plnbon
Eluamsls 1T Bluzme!'s 168%™ Bluemal's 168%™
theco 3poia actyst, wire spcks 37 lalse. wirs spoke 3™ tatsl,
edjust. edjust.
1 10in an e 2l
31 9in 3 37 -348in 31 11-3/0In
i Gin 4ft 2n 441 2in
1R 7Y%in 124 Sin 121 &in
4ft Bin alt Hiin 41 11in
[] &in Gin
3 250t 35k
15% cwt 1915 ewd 3% cvrl
25 aph 25 mph #5 mph
&4 mph 37 mph AJ mph
Cimph 55 mah £8 rapl;
&2 mph 1Zmpn & mph
5.2 50C 7.5 s2c 6.7 asc
12.6e 12.3 sec 18.2 sec
1.1 sec 29.5 sec 25.2 3%¢C
21,0 s0c 23.9 sec 23.1 sec
13 meg 22 mag 2 mpo
aAn nn 05N
14.C 14,6
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