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EDITORIAL®

Te continue from last month,the reasons for the increase in subscriptien
for 1980 and the increased cost of "back numbers’are tareefold. Our printers
charges were increased in July and around the same time the V.A.T. en
printing was raised from 8% to t5%. On August 20th postalcharges were
again increased. So I hope you will all understand that the revised
subscription rates were unavoidable.

One of our new members,Hilary Walklett,
runs regular meetings in Northampton for local M.G.0.C. members. He has
said that he will open these meetings to any Y~-Type Register members whe
wish to attend. They are held azt Th inrey Hill', Kettering Road, (A43),
Northampton. Contact Hilary at ﬂ for dates.

This month sees the
appearance of yet more useful suggestions from members, I think it might
. =2 as well te point out though that the 7-Type Register can accept ro

responsibil ity should any of these tips Iead to unfortunate results. ITf
that happens then contact the member responsible for initiating the
suggestion.

The last month has been another of continued expansion and
you wiIl be seeing the results of this in next month's magazine when it
is hoped to get up to date with details of new members and cars on the
Register. The Register itself is to be rewritten over the coming year in
an effort to make it more permanent ard more easily refered to. A system
of index cards will be used.

And TIastly,of course,] must add my voice to
those millions who must have cried inm anguish whentey learmed that
Abingdon was te close, It seems that despite some convincing statistics
to the contrary, the TR.7 and TR.8 must prevail. The only rational reason I
can see Tor cloging Abingdon is that production line machinery must row be
fairly dated and it is obvious that B.IL. de nct have the resources to
completely renew it and to design and precduce a completely new 'M.G.D.T
To look at it another way,perhaps it would be beitter if 'M.G.' were to die
here and now rather than us have to endure the appearance of the famous
octagon on a 'sporiy' Marina or similar I

14th September 1979.
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The article which appears below first appeared ir the magazine
'Wheelspin' in December 1378. It was written by Ror Ga¥eeeeeoees

HAVE YOU EVER FELT THAT YOU WERE MFANT 70 FUY THAT CAR 7

It was a hot Saturday morning about the middle of January 1974 when

I was suppesed to be *winding' our new baby while sitting inr onr
lounge room at Imstead ¥ 'was having a gquick Yook
through the *Age Use r Ulassifieds®, There it was at Tast ! In the
M.G.columns - a 1949 M.G. Tourer,restaored,balanced motor,cream with
black interior etc.,complete with a Melbourme phome number, How
unlucky could you be ! There was ne possibl of purchasing that car

as I had recently received promation teo kad just
purchased a new house there. Unfortunately kome was
stilX unsold at that stage. The possibility of s ing eur 192%

Dodge Tourer or 1939 Hi¥Iman Minx Sedan at short notice was very
remole, My wife Marg was so snowed under with the packing of our
household effects with four children under foat that the subjeet of
the YT beimg for sale was never raised.

The reasons why people buy,
restore and drive old cars are many and varied. My first three ezrs
had been; a 1925 Rugby Sedan, a 7938 Talbet Londen TOBRp.Sports Tourer
‘and a 1956 ¥W Sedan. After reading this Iist of three cars it was
ro real surprise to see z 196@ YW Sedan in the garage next to the
Doedge and Hi¥Imam. For over ten years the *Age Classifieds' had been
checked closely lockinmg for anather Talbetl or Iater Sunbeam Talbet 10,
but te no avail. FiralYy the Hillman had been purchased as it has a
Iot of mechanical compeonents in common with the Talbet. During 1973
the idea that an M,.G. YT would be a suitable replacement for the
Talbot grew,but good exgmples of these are very scarce too ! As
stated above,when a restored example was advertised we were not able

to purchase it.
Two weeks later the huge shift to * occurréd -
an event we've never forgotten. Over the next few months we ’

gradually settled into eur new home in ., During the September
school holidays in 1974 we were having a sho pliday in Melbournme.
Picking up the 'Age Classifieds' on the Saturday night,the Vintage and
M.G. columns were carefully checked as usual. Surprise ! There it
was again,the identical advertisement - z 1949 Tourer etc but with a
slightly reduced price. Was it the same car ? Was the new owner
re-selling it ? Perhaps it was & lemon ? Perhaps it hadn't been
sold originally ? The guestions fXocoded in. The solution,ring the
phone number in the advertisement. 'Yes,the car was still avaiXable !°
'No,it hadntt been sold in Januaryl!'Yes,come and Inspect it in the
morning in a suburb very close to where we were staying'.
After a

‘test drive the following morning the car was purchased after the
normal negotiztion period. Much ef the early history of the YT was
unknown,but it had been purchased from Lanes Motors in Melbourne
in 1949. Its original colour was WoodIland Green (B.R.G.) with a
green Ieather inerier. It had been owned by a Mrs.Gwen Rees in the
sixties,but became unregistered as the motor was not rumning. Its
general condition at this stage was still very original. Clive
Dickinson, z member of the M.G.C.C. {(Melbourne Centre) had purchased
the ecar and had restored it during 1970. During 1971,71972 and 1973,
the car had travelled about 16,000 mifes until advertised im January
1974, After this the YT was stored until re-advertised.

The YT came
with spares,workshop manual,all restoration receipts,and ftwo differemt
tonnean covers. Like most cars in storage it had deteriorated

sTightly and the battery was doubtful.
After returning home,Peter
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Hughan from HamiIton ,who was holidaying in Ballarat,agreed to help
collect the YT one evening that week. Arriving in Melbenwrxe at Tpm.
on a wet night,the previous owner was surprised to see us replace
the tonneau cover with the hood and side curtains - he obviocusly
hadn't Iived through a Ballarat winter ! Trawelling back through
the miserable conditions I was extremely pIleased with the Y Tourer's
abiIity to travel up the Pentland Hills at 50-55 mph. Travelling
cver a rough section of road near Pikes Heserveir there was a
terrifying whirring noise from the engine. Lifiing the bonnet

with a heavy heart we were relieved to find the generator resting
against the mudguard. A stud from the wafer pump was removed and
placed oo the generator bracket,tut of course the fan-bell was
stretched. By now the drizzle was Turning intoc sleet as we ftried

to start the car - a flat battery due to the stretched fanm-belt.

We also found out later that the stap Iights were alse jammed on,
so the douhtful battery had no real chance of surviwing.

Peter
unwisely decided to have a drive,so after a push start the YT burst
inte Tife and headed eff towards » 1 escaped te the warmth

of the Belair Chevroliel to follow « A Tfew miTes up the road the
windscreen wiper motor expired so Peter’s hand had plently of warm
exercise operating the wipers manually. Finally,at adout 1ipm. the
YT arrived home in Ballarat. I doubt if Peter has ever forgottew
that celd,cold drive !

Over the nmext couplfe of weeks the ¥T was
quickly turned into an extremely reliable ear. Since that time,it
has travelled another 8,500 mifes having been used as a second
vehicle and on country rallies. It is an extremely versati¥e car
bath in open and clesed form.

(Bditerts nete: The above articie relates ta YP,registratien
number 'EKUO 755! which was alse featured in issue ne.1T7 of
*The CTassic Y').

MEMBERS ' INFORMATION EXCHANGE.

Dave Rebinsen: On Y 4529 there ig fitted a tube which runs frem the
rear body shell between the rear wing and the spare wheel
compartment inte the spare wheel compartment. It is
used fer pumping up the spare tyre without remeving it
from its compartment,the feot pump er air hose being
connected te the outside ef the bedy shellI. Has anyene
ever come across such z device en any other Y-Type 7
It is surely net standard er an optiemal extral

Colin Dye: If your car Yeoses oil pressure when revved hard then
dismantle the oif pump and Yook at the relief valve
spring and baY1. The sprimg may be weak and the ball
may appear multi-faceted. Tf this is the case then
put in a new ball and a filew washers under the spring
‘and the eil pressure will remain at 45-50 psi when het
and wii} not drop when the engine is revved.

Has anyene ever discussed the petrol consumption eof
Y-Types ? I knew that mine is well werm and only used
for short journeys at the moment but it is enly deing
about 20-22 mpg. The card' is rebuilt but all those
cork washers tend to allow a slight seep of peirol ex
the end of the jet - a common sight on early S.U. carbs'
Perhzaps the dribble en the carb' is much mere serious
than I thought as,when driving te Durham last year,

driving hard and with several broken piston rings I was
-3t =


http:Flnally.at
http:drive.so

Jim Heskins:

Bob Wall:

ooy -

doing about 32 mpg. The mixture is cerrect,the car has
new plugs and points and the timing is correet znd the
brakes are free. I wonder if anyone else finds consum-
ptiex so bad on short runs. It must alse be remembered
that the handbook recommends the use of ‘premium Poel
spirit® which was about 70 - 72 octane !

Would appreciate help in ebtaining the fitfings that
couple the brake and hydrzulic Iines te the housing
on his YT. Sadly he has not been able te find a
machinist brave sneugh te attemit io fabricate new

ones. His address is: [} [N I .
Tennessee, s UoSeA.

Apparently the rear brake cylinders fer YB's are the
same as those fitted to Morris Miners.

Tim Pennicott: Spare wheel compartment 1ids fer YA's and YT's differ

Paul Grafham:

in size frem those of the YB. The epening emr the YB
was deepened to cepe with the wider tyres fitted te
the Eater model.

Coerrection te your editor's comments en page 27 ef
issue No.19: The clear piastic sum visers fitted te
"Enterprise®, (YB 1524) are apparently ‘one-effst.

A1T Y-Type saloons origindlly nad eloth co¥ered vwisers.
A£IT interier wmirre) were approximaiely the szme size,

When putting your Y-Type back together again try
greasing the nuts and bolts before refitting the wings
etc as this makes future dismantling far easier.

A Fiat 124 gasket with the Jugs eut eff can be used
e XPAG engirmes teo prevent oil Yeakage from the recker
cever. There is no need to use gliue,

tThe Classic Y' is published by Skycel Pudlications.
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