THE CLASSIC'Y’

Thet Magazine ¢f the M.G. Y-Type Register.

7-Tume III. Ne.26. March 1980.

__DITORIAL:

Nething at all te report this menth that Is net self-.evident from the
folXlowing pages. Apparently the 'Daily Telegraph' recently reported that
there is a garage in Nerthumberland called 'Tyred & Exhausted’. Rest

assured that in ne way dees this deseriptien fit your editer ! T have ne

excuse at all fer reproducing the diagram belew,which is taken frem N.T.G's
catalegue,except that It is a convenient space-filler. New that the
brighter days are ceming (te Britaim,I mean !} I wish you aIX many happy
heurs with yeur ¥-Types !

Tth March 1980,
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REGISTER NEWS 5
Chassiz Ne. Year. Type. Reg’n Ne. Engine Re. Owrer’s Name,

Y/T/EXR 27535 1949 ¥T.  MGXY XPAG/TR/125T5 N.D.Shank) in,
Y 3534 1949 YA. ? XPAG/SC/X13339 W.H.Hancoek,

Teta]l cars en the Register as at 1st Mareh 1980: 4071.
Made wp as fellews: YA 103 Y¥YB: 80 YT: 99 YA/YB/TF Cempesite: 3
Unknawr (mainly saleensz): t10.

MEMBERSHIF NEWS:
Hew Members:
Bl ey
Address Change: '

15%. 2.T.Baungardner [ O | o , BN, USA.

CARS FOR SALE:

Reg'tr Ne.166: 1952 YB. Taxed. Leng M.O0.T. Structure and mechanies
seund. Cesmetic attention reguired. £950 s.n.e.

Tel:

Reg'tr Ne.397: 1950 YA. ExcellIent all steel bedy cempletely rebuilt.
Engine professionally recenditioned, needs running-inm.

Interier excellent except driver's seat which is
Spares).

untidy. M.0.T. and very reliadie. Tel:
B Oifers over £1,000 (including valuable
Reg'tr Ne.398: Y-Type Saleon. Original black cellulese paint, Geod
: conditien, M.O.T. until 16,10.80, Many spares, Tel:

(evmingg). £1 '000 e.N . 0.

Reg!'tr No.399: 1948 YA. Superb cenditien threugheut. M.0.T. 20,000 miXes
Rebui¥t engine., Spares,manual.chreme radiater and
‘headlamps. £1,950. Tel: [N

Reg'tr Ne.400: 1953 YB. Mechanics and bedy geod. Drive away. £1,000 -
no esters. Tei: NN o- NN

PARTS FOR SALE:

Y& wings and radiater. Tel: [N

MEMBERS ' INFORMATION. EXCHANGE,

Reb: Hayweed: Weuld Iike te know how te ge about obtaining an ‘agreed
valuatien' fer his ¥T fer insurance purpeses. And yeur
editer would appreciate a good article en the subject
frem anyene whe has experience In such matters.

Reb Ha can be centacted at: [ ]
Dumfries

Nigel Hancock: Would Iike te berrew or cepy = wiring diazgram fer the
Y? (1950). Because ef the different instruments used -
en the dashbeard the saloer wiring diagram is net
relevant and a diagram dees not appear in the YT
supplenent te the Workshep Manual.

centfd overleaf.ceeccsn
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_ Nigel weuld alse like te knew ef anyone whe has fer
dispesal any frent-end sheet metal fer z 1931-35 Bedferd
30 cwt er 2 ten Yerry. Beth front wings,rddiater surreund,
bonnet scuttie and rumning boards are required. Any

cea tion censidered. Nigel can be centacted at
5 e B cc-vscic.

Eoth the articles appearing belew cemcern ¥IT*s. They appeare€ first in
"The Sacred Octagen',the magazzine of the New England T=Register Ltd.,
i Farch and April 1974. They bave alse appeared in the Ausiral fan
magazine, *Wheelspim' ef May 1975. I am indelted te Ken Gay fer passing
copies ef these articles ta me. I have edited beth articles slightly te
remegve statements which,because of research dene since by the Y-Type
Register,have prevex to be Inaceurate. The first ariiecle is by
Richard . L..Knudsen af New Yark:

THE VICTORIAN BATHTURB

In his boegk 'The Stery O0f The M.G. Speris Car* F.Wilsen McCembd calls +the
YT the 'rare Vicferian Pathitub*. I*1T have te admft that the first time
I spatted this cemment it rankled me a bit. But the mere I considered it
: the Eort it made sense. *Face ft,' I said te myself,’'a Y-Tourer is net
a TC*.

The Y-Tgurer however really has te be censidered a T-series ear.
Its heart is the ever faithful XZPAG engine complete with eil Jeaks. It
pioneered. the IFS which did wenders fer the TD's handling and ride. Out
front ef ceurse is that square radiater whieh identifies It as an M.G. te

all the world.
To persue MeComb's simjile further,a true Victorian was &

rare bird....ysu kmew....elegant,ornate,over-done,but distinet and
separated in histery. The ¥-Teourer has the ebvious advantage of being
able to provide a cemfartable ride for feur adults,but its main appeal
teday prebably has te de with its rarity. There were enly 877 ef them
made between October ef 1948 and early 1950 when the last one relled off

the line at Abingden.
My Y-Tourer is ¥/T/EXR 1924 and a letter frem the

factery dated 16th December 1957 (back im the days when the factery
posseszed and gave eut such infermation) says,'it was eriginally painted -
red with biscuit celoured upholstery,manufactured in Octeber 1948 and

shipped to America in November 1948. Only a very limited guantity of
these cars were produced and yours was in fact the third of the series'.

¥/T/EXR 1924:fs the earXiest still existing en recerd and the latest

is ¥/T/EXR 5139 in Australia.
One eften hears that the Y-Tourer was

designed fer the American market. I doubt this, A check of impert figures
fer the Iate 1940's shows that YT's were net wildly accepted in the U.S.A.
at that time. In fact fewer than half eof them were imperted during thelir
short productien run. Quite a few were produced with RHD without the

U.S. 4. in mind. With all the 2+2 advertisimg today one wenders why the

YT didnt't catch en.
At any rate,if you have a couple of kids,then there's

really no better way to ge te & Gathering of the Fzithful. Remember,
Victerians can be charming !

Editer's nete: It is believed that Y/T/EXR 1924 has recently been sold te
an emthusiast in the Netherlands. '1924 (Reg'ir Ne.f83) is a LEHD car
and has engine number XPAG/TL/11688.

Our next artidle overleaf was written by anether U.S. ewner, B.J .Rompre.a.
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Exactly a year after bringing Y/T/EXR 3465 home in boxes,bits and
pieces frem the garage where 1t had Iain dismantIed fer eight years, °
I was able to read-test it and make a general evaluation ef the car.

The rate of pregress was of cesurse due in Iarge part to Phix
Johnsen's genercus help pIus the agsistance ef an expert machinist,
John Mitek,as well as the ce-operation of N.T.G.Services who came up
with alIl the exetic parts peculiar te the YT,such as the ckeckwork
operated self-cancelling signal light switch and sueh sther geodies ag
were required fer the restoratienm,

It appears as if the car should be

a real pleasure to drive either on extended trips er around the city.
The eccupants are seated quite & bit higher than“in a TC thus cemmanding
a2 goaod view ef the read. The steering is 1ight and precise and gear
shifting positive and crisp. 3,500 rpm give 60 mph in tep gear whick
sheuld trapslatfe Into fairly respectable highway speeds.

The previous
owner,Ted Ower,bad done excellent werk up to the psint where the
project had been shelved,.se I reselved te maintain the high standard
set by him im completling the resteratiem. The upholstery,in red glave
Ieather,and the paimiing,in Smeke Grey pIlastic paint,were dene
professionally.

Twa basic cencepts guided the restoratiorm. First,I wanted
a tetally reliabie car and ,second,] wanted to keep the car as eriginal
as pessible withim practical Iimits. A few modificatiens were carried
out. For example,the cannister type eil filter was modified te take
replaceadle elements by undeing a belt holding the betiem half te the
top balf. This should be ef iremendous help in keeping the ear preperly
serviced as the filter is im a rather awkward spet to get at from any
other angle except underneath.

Anather concession te practicality was a
battery box having less depth than the eriginal and witheut cever se
that the battery ean be mere readily servieced,or remeved,without having
to take the hoed off beforehand.

Checking the differential oil level
was alse facilitated by bkinging the back ef the rear seat at the tep
ta give quick aeccess to the inspection plate cever. At the same time,
the back was given about an inch mere tiIt at the bottem to make it
mere comfortable te rear seat ececupants.

Before closing,.there is one
feature of this car which must be mentioned as it seems to be of
considerable interest te all who see the vehicle and this is the
Jackall System. The aystem is comprised of hydraulic jacks permanently
mounted at each wheel and a webble pump with reservoir under the heod.
A dial indicator allows a choice ef setting 'Front!,'AlI' or 'Rear!
prier te activating the pump via a handle normailly stored in the spare
tyre compartment. After a judicious number of webbles the car begins
its Tevitation aet ! Undoubtedly some more 'Magic of M.G.' gtuff !

Merseyside,England. .
Nerth John Stre
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