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EDITORIAL: 

~om this day on I shall have no barsh words said of the DVLC at Swansea. 
in the last issue I mentioned my attempts to have my YB 'Enterprise', 
registered tMG 731"7 ' , entered on DVLC's computer so that Iwould not be faced , 
by the end of the year,with the prospect of losing the very apvropriate 
registration numb~~ In answer to my initial enquiry the DVLC asked me to 
produce evidence to· substawtiate the registration (e ..g. log books) .. I 
real.is-ed that there was a possibility that if I sent my l og books to theJ!! 
I would never have them returned. In the circumstances I was willing to 
sacrifice my log books in order to find out first-hand what DVLe's policy 
was. To my surprise,! am happy to ~port that my leg books were returned to 
me.folIowed a couple of weeks later by a computer print-out registration 
document. I would advise membe~ who are going to enter into similar 
correspondence in the n~ar future to specifically request in a letter 
that.if possible. the original log books be returned and,have them 
photocopied before they go,as I did,just in case! 

The past months have brought to light our first meMber in Hong Kong,the 
realisation that supplies of cars and parts for sale ~ drying up fast and, 
very little interest in the 1st May London - Worthing run (tbe closine date 
"or en try notifiea·tions was 3lst March). 

Once aga·in this month we are featUll."ing ty, Type rr1aterial from past  
'Autocar' magazines (pages 14 & 16) and I am indebted to the officials o~  
that magazine for permission t~ publish these interesting items. It  
may interest our members to· lrnow that rally car 'HMO 909' ,featured on  
page 14 still exists and belongs to the BL Heritage Col!ection. It is  
No.??? on our Register.  

4th April 1983. 

FOR SALE: 	 1968 MGC Roadster. Heeds new clutch, brakP.'s overhaul,new c.?.stle 
sections,carbs overhaUl and wiring repai~s to make roadworthy. 
£500. Please write to: J.G-Lawson, , 
v.erseyside,L . 
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RA IIOT{AXISIICG TTIT RIOISTBR

Sack ln late 19??,irhen I begs! listfug rlrs which Lr'rc stll]
thought to qict, I forruf-atcd no hetr{ atd fast rrl1es ar to
rdrqr a ca! worrtrd bc e[tetld fr the Regtstr? ard idrs! it
sou].d not. f saEtcd to aEass as nllch data dln the t3ryc as I
Eould. ft mettclred l'otraEd stlll docsrt f lrould contead,that e ear has rot tea ialelttificd t[r lts chaBelE uunber-Ifrfor 1trsta6t rsoneole slrots a rIt on the load azd car ollIf -ttyc nc thc rcgisEatior mEbcrrthsn iEto the Reglstcr It goes-ft It a eontaet,Eo Eattg! how sli.u- RumourE of rYrs arc Judgldotr thelr Errits-
tr1e tlme has Dow coucrhotaevcrrwc bclieve,to do sone weediag-r'{Ith,aa I wrlte this,842 sntrlcE aoted in thc Re8lstcr wc
caD look back aDd harzaa'd a guer6 on possiblc double entrl?c,
earg Bhlch havc uow beer scEaplrad or sotrd as spare8 and
rlrr0ours for uhich !.e have had uo later corfirnator? evfdence.I havc pre?ared a table (below) which analysea the flrst
8OO I ealrr on the Registcr lD this way:

Iotailt'
fuLy orc lEcoDctrusitG

lctrDolt-
ScrappcdlFoc Sparce/

Chataie oEIJt-

Possib:Ic dqflicatqdrnElca-
tro - rDc:!.etct r

Revised totel*

Iotal XL IB Y[ SQ Speclals Unlsrowns
aoo ,91 ,187lu; , --- 1- ---?1-

17"

2- 7

Uhat a,.f thls lo,-ls.Ur*rffiertrlss on the RegistcE uay aot bc geantir.. But lrho can say ?Recmttry,$o-f12"rUItlG,55t,a 195'I rIAt eaEe back Aron th?dced. ft wias retrrortcd asblrri-ng bcsn broketr uI, for spaEs
?rior to f978rbut a{rpcaIld fora saile 1.u }laf 1942 as 'rldeaIfor rsstolatl.oll,aaf eomptrete cxeept windscregr wipqr tsotortr!
irtr llcwnarket. Lrd Borc rr2mourB r eontinue to bc Dhned dorr!
aach vcek- [h€a therc ts th.e etrasEiB (I3 O6f5) ou- I]avld
I'lu-1lc! r s sicd noef- f sxear it couf.d be regarded as a rcarr.
Ec sayB it should not ! ftla a1l a Da tL? of i-dte?pretatioD-fakc your aho,ie? - vrG Dtlr hayc applorlrat ly 5ra carrr 8+2,or erqtr ECar to I 

'OOO 
Ieft ir fi1st€nrccrfor thert ale stl]I

Eew carg cooiDg to llght each i.?ck-

15

10

2

11

17

15

+2

57

67

5e

162 69 7t 202
6fr ,?2 1+6 .tr5 't " ,,

,2
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CARS FOR SALE :  

45,. ,.950 YA. "Runs well , some work needed. £550. Tel: " . 

845.. 1953 YB. "Complete car and spares for rest.oration .. Offer s around 
£350. Tel:  

507 . 	 1950 YA. "In part renovated condition but needs a lot more work. 
The chassis and underbody have been renovated and pa·1nted. 
The mechanics are in good condition but the body reouir~s 
work and uainting. Inside trim needs attention and . 
general tidying up . £500. Tel: f'.r. Geof1'rey.C . Shrive, 

or write to  , 
Bedfordshire·1I .. 

907 . 1952 YB. "Red. 12 months MOT. Mechanically sound, engine reco~ditione( 
5, 000 miles ago. Bodywork good . £1 ,7 50 . Tel:  
(daytime)". 

908 .. 1948 YA. tlTwo-tone green. Recent overhaul. Imrncrculate condition. 
An investment at £2,495. Tel: " . 

688 . YT. 11m need of extensive- restora"tion .. The front of the ca'r  
from the dashboard: forward is very good. The" rear body  
requires rebuild'ing. The cbassis is a"s new.. Contact:  
Mr.T.V.Walker, , 

,W.Yorkshire. Tel: " . 

PARTS FOH SALE: 

II n f"ibreglasi!f ..... ing:r .. bootlid and spare wheel covens-, alsa various steel 
body part". Te~:  (e'lenings and weekends)". 

55,. J ..C.Booth. 	 ,.Suff'olk. 
555. G.C.5hrive, ,Bedfordshire. 
556. R. Wilmot. ,Tasmania,Auatra1ia'.. 
557 . D~~lott,  ,West Yorkshire. 
558 . M.Gaggino. 	 Shatin Post 01'fice,Hong Kong. 
559 . D.llreun,   Zurich,Switzerland·. 
<60 . D.W~avies. ,Kilmarnock ,Scotland. 
, 61 . A.J .. A1bert, ,Kent .. 
56, . S .J . Keys ,. ,Ess~x .. 
56~ . R.Strawbridge,. , Dorset . 
565. P.W ..Pierce, HertS", . 
566 . R..F JIatch, 	  , Kan ts , .. 
567. E.A.Taylor , .Bucks. 
568. R .. Talbot . Glos •• . 
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1GNITIOtr PROEI,II4S

flre XIAG Ilotor will lun with tie tiEl-ug up to ZOo out. ft wlllrtr]1 with the fuel,/air nixture 1OO% ricletj or leauer thar itshoulal be for efficieEcy. AIt XIAG motor has beet! rucf, o! L.p.c.ald alao rr]! x,ithorf t oll In the surp (regrftb1y).

Ihe eeuEe electrode tip reaehes ,OOOO ever5r tiEe lt flres acharge in thR cyfinder. ft a verJr cold Eor"rirg.,the outer endp y be at 40"! o? co:tder, &e plug has to seai-a haEmerinA E-asblow of f5O lbs per sauare incL, thousards of tines every " ''--EI-rute. DteD it has to reslst the cor_1-osive sulpha te/D i-f,ra te,/lead aEd steaE atEosphere of the comlustioD-
SEaL].wqrder your trusty Gtr-gr:'l,ot oceasionau, cglg[s ardqplutters and deDands a nEU plug o!: four- Spirk oiuEs are not
ilrE-t fgr ignitilg the uirtrsi ln tnc cylindii. A'nijor part oftheir fiEetiou is cquductitg heat graf frorn tte cvi inaei rreaa- .hriur-ir tbe plug,the heat path is daternlned bl ttrl Internal Iinsulator l-eoCt!- fhe longer the furtetEal len-gth of the Iirsulatorrthe slower the heat dissipatioD. Different pfues suidthe yarious eDgine applicatione accirdlng to the combrlsiion--- Ichamber shape. [he cooJ.,slow ruanlng Y1,f iotor takes a hoi ]plgg (I€)7Y)- to counteraiyt carbou aad oil foulinE ai iov aaaDediuo epeeds- A htgh output EAG uotor at StagE i oi Staee ylro9 Ulp) rurs best-with i very cold plug- If !'piue vrrth theVU heat range vere used 1n a Stage 5 ha6 uotor,iou-coutderpect the plug tip.to oyeaaleat, -fhis would eau6l pre_igrition

3ut it wonrt luxr at all if the qradc pIuC gap is fouLedriEtoo wide or Ule i!flr_lator is cracked--

and would resul t in holea i! the piston,burn.a or iroptEa-oaiv!heads ald a eevsEe drop in power 6utput- tte standard headfor a s tadarrd XPAG enEi-De ittt rua q"it" t.ppffy-ri tn "staldard pLuR.

f th: he?g is shaved,ported o? pollahcat yon Day ltntl that ltrrlns- happily for a whlle then fouls tha plire! fs'trsf,ffc oE|,orerheata badty under al1 condltlorr. tf'tbi coipiiiloa rittois tow,the r-orIler wilt be the case. tf tUe motooTi-5;;g"-i ---
or bettsr, then it will tend to rua bol. rn iaeii riuE ,rur-'1ave a tan_or Eid-gley deposit afte!. nn it -tn"-ilEeat
aDre,uqeo. If the plug Is buzred whit!.or thG a1eotradt!coEoded,or the irsulatioD blistered,it f* faiioo-lot- eotwo or. three stages eolaler and get wi:mer,fi naceJsiiy,fromtbere. Sear ln Dind at this poi;t that tf'the iirine i6 ove,advanced,or the mixture too iean,then tt. co.tu"iiof;temperature lritl be higher thaa icceptible. iW-5.ro.or"",
relates a good workable Eethod of setttag the static timingwith a 12 volt globe and some wirc. He "i"o ""i"-o"i "Eethod _of S.U- settftig which glTea ouite accurate resultswith a littIe patl euce.
MaDy of the plugs listed by the official tinlrg manual and

I
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'Blow@r t are no longer mad@. They hav~ long siic@ been replaced 
by more efficient plugs with better heat range chara·cterist1"". 

The standard pIugs far TD2 engine.. ar., listed as NA-8 (Cbampl.o,.) • 
The n.,.. Champion d .... ignation iIJ 1f-5 or nICGK" BGES (in reaCh) 
or BGllS (~" reseb). 1. have a· pref'erence for "NGK" due to 
~he£r wide heat range and qua1ity of construction. 

I won't go into the thow tot ot cleaning plugs.you are all 
beyond tlliIJ I am SlUe. The f'actory ha.. said gap at .020 to 
.022.but I ~ind that a well tuned motor runs b..Uer at ,1)25 
pl'.ug gap. 
Igni tiOll may occur in one of several. Wf!fYS. P'lnrUy,.normcit-
igni tiOl> OCC11?a when " qllaJItity o~ eneTgy bridg". the gap II 
b@twee!I the «e:rrtre: and side e:I.ectrodll!' aCr082!t the- co:rre-ct gap 
at the correct infftsllt. This requires pIngs in good condition. I· 
and the ignition system having adequate pow..... This gives 
maximmll po~ and e-ccmomy. 	 ; 

Secondly.traei.ng ignition OCClIZ"8 when the spark.jumpin-« f'rom i 
one: tdepoeitt island to ano.1her.ignites the- .rue:! charge !a"t 8"ome poirrt alOllg the insulator no~tt.. The charge dot!s not 
actuaI1.y mia:ru... but the .~~ect is of retarded ignition. I ' 
Pawl!?" and eeanomy are lost wi tho-ut the dr1ver being aware of 
the proble_. 

Th1rd1.y.surtace ignition- occurs when Borne SUZ"t'aee in the I 
combust-ioll" chamber becomes hot enough to ignite the f'tlel 
charge. UauaIIy. this 0"= b-.f'or@! the spark and i!J c'aIled 
pre-igniticm-.. The B"ouree may be an over bea-ted spark plog. 
val..." or d"'fO"i t... Depending on severity the driver may not 
be alt'_are 0:1" the' problem. but it cau;eeB losS" o~ power and 
pertOr!ll:aDee- .. It can also damage piB"tons and valvees .. 

M.istirin"g may be due to Ia-ck or correet mixture in the 
cylind.,... How..v.....wl!en the ignition spark is lacking. it may 
be due to one of the following reaSOn"B: 

Wid.. e):ectrode gap caused by wear so bad the ign1 tiOD 
voltage is insuff'ieient to jump the gap. Such a plug 
is best replaced. 

2) 	 Bridged gap caused by deposits ao that co11 voltage 
drains away before a SJlark can occur.. This plug can bt! 
cleaned and replaced. 

~) 	 Flasbover is: the result of dfrt.moisture- or a deterior- 
a ted boot caua ing the vol tage to short circuit over th@  
outside of" the plug .. A good c1eaniDg aDd new boots will  
ea"8e the s1 tuatlon.  

4) 	 Cracked insulator.allowing voltage to abort circuit I 
wi thin the plug. SUch fif plug ahotU.· b. replaced. i 

I 

http:Secondly.traei.ng


5) Poulqt ptr-ugB, eaused by eonduetiye depoaits or thc
insu.la tcr rosc drainlDg avraJr coil vol tage. Sueh aplug SorrXd bc e]Gancd aDd tested,and nay n.ed
rcplacemeEt-

OEcc yorE glugr arc gapped atrd cka[]ttrey Eced a Bood supplyof pqvcaE. A 'Er oE ':fr fylre coif I! good conditior iriLltbror a hatrf irch spak iu a.ir ou aII av€xErgE da5r. rf thercaE othsr hErirg factoEs decEcasiEg the a,Yeilable voltage,'tie cE8iue Ealr I tifl EisB -
paetors '?.hich dccEease tfie ararfable loltagq ar€r
1) mae up factolr-

?) Operati-ug factors -

Iaqtors which cause

1) fulrc up fa ctora -
iDcrease ird voltage rcquirqucnts are:

I{orat coatact hrcakqrs-IrcoEcct eontact sPasirg.,
Shortcd Eoi.l -
Crackcd digtributor cap.
trcaking qoEdcqaor.

Eigh cngine r.p-n-
Cold staEtiDg.
Pot,e! aqegggoPieB ort-

Uortt plug el ectrod.B.
PLug gap too wlde.
RevcrBed coI1 polaritlr-
R"tardcd Ignttton timin8.
traan fucllalr mlxtu!. ^
Ragid accelcration.
CoId startirg
H"avJr load6-

2) Operating eondi tions.

Skllr NcIsGIr-
trtls articXe flrst appeared i! 'Ihe ffi-nd Machln"'-

ArrE Auroc'n, MMG 20, l95l

t.

T'ID
SPONT

bg

Coopet

Th. R.A.C. Rall, starts on Monday;
hd€ n a t.d ol 'lliE. M.G,
saloor3 rrady for th. fray, mth
dne.rs R. E golt, J. L. Shaw and
G R. Holt. Not.tfi. t.am ch.Eors
on thcwing3 ; it appeus that G€ofl

IIolt is th. s.rgetut i. chug. I
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AUSTRALIAN Il'!POR~ PART nx. 
(more 'first owners') 

Y 2050 nt.Lt. Jolm.J.Merr1ck.    
Y 2051' Boode.H.Byr!!"".   
Y 2689 Jlernard.F".Growe. 
Y 2196 Ge=ge.V.Ilm..... 
Y 280, ieter Lawson. 

(then to) Harald.G.:a..yl~
(then to) Arth= Bathgat... 

Y 2804 Ronald.F".Morru.. 
Y 283"8 Jllyrtl.. L1 ttl... 

(thea to) June Vil..... 
Y 2908 El!Jie.R.~,  
Y 2920 Phillip.MS..... 

(then to) YeLfJr Stttertz:.
(thel> to) George.D.'lUclc,

Y 2930 Perey.M.Rhod..... 
Y 2966 Hll1 Pill_c. Ltd •

(the" to) Dorothy John..OIt
Y 3"13"9 mluma Wl~er. 
Y 3"222 Ian.R.Wil8oB, 
Y 3"258 &iall.H.Morn... 
(Xl'AG/SC/Xl3"1!l24) lleryl.F.W..b8ter.  

(c.ha"sls number or ""'" not kno_) I 
Y 3"260 i'larie.1I.L<llft;. . ! 
Y 3"266 Les11e.J.Caldwell. . I 
Y 3"269 Dori".A.MarIrs.   . 

. rY 3"305 Sydlley.D.G~. 
(then to) Jacolnm.P.VaJI der L"ar..e,  

Y 3"306 llarfld.M.selby. 
(then to) llrian.J .Hugh.... , 

Y 3"3"65 Rich..rd.T.WazIke:r, 
('th.n' tolRu""ell Segmr... 
(then to Jam.....C.Ryall, 

Y 3567 p"ter.L.Murray, 
then tOl WilIiam.V.E1ll,., . 
then to Terence-- Burto!!.~ then to ' Jolm.M.McLeo<!, 

Y '576 Vivian.R,Ma:r•• 
Y 3577 Henrletta.J .Rotley.
y 3579 Ana'll Gritnths, 

(then to) lie'lill...R.Waz<I, 
Y 3"595 Rache::t.M.Lloyci, 
y 360t Ron~ld.C.H.lcher, 
Y 363"6 Ale"ander.s .Carnu.,

(then to) 11 & R WilUam~, 
Y 36~0 Edlth.L.Islau:b.  
Y 3852 Ray Shore,  
Y 3"855 Jolm.W.Smith. 
Y 39'3"5 Hugh Rob=-ts,  
Y 3942 Dennilo.H.Cttdwo th, 
Y 4t92 James.C.Brown,  

(th.n to) R"" Care. 
Y 4303" Kerry O'l'lynB,  
Y 43"80 Arthur.J .Cotter, c/ • 
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1rS6 lr.dcllck.M. -IeweEr   'N.S-W-
otto Rae'  

to) l{tflta!.I
fF .*tc-n-nff:.f dtt, -
Af.axand.rr-o- u d
Joh! Mecave!,  
Joh! -J.R -Bua'rougJoh-G-Eolsfeatr, to) AUled.E-liilil
Ro!aJ.d-C-Gro!o, 
Ilclbert Atrls
llofly Glbbs' tel-b.settl-. to) Xeallc.tr.Eoa 
'itic slitl. c/6 -
&iehatt-R-ealEcl. 

4,too
( theD
1402
1111
151'
1515
16A2(thcr
4589
5651
600a
5?O9
(thcn
62A'
6127

6,181 A.liec tliuaai' (theu to) ui.ltta!-E-C-$!ith, 6765 SkiEer & qo. r 

Th. conrcnr of rhe afr'cl€s and rh. r€chnicdl advic€ app€arins n ihis m.srzine
reDresenr rh6 vieM oa ih€ rsp $a.ilv rhose of ih.
Edtrororrh6publisheB IheMGYTn c.nndb€ h€ld r€5pon.ibl.lo..

on ol any advice appearins in rhis maor.'ne

g't:#BH:"f i:i.:.##tligl*'i"f '",T,,9,;'Iil"i,H':!
.ffiEd.ti -.-'rllE1nE G! o{. 6r tD. r.ar
rnbi naltl mdlr&n ra'r ir!.llil .ra l]n. irF. raMd and r.inrorL.d Io. u5.

6 .L. U.tl
flre photo above comes froE r f'he Autocarr o! i6.2.51 and ls rcproduccd
wlth their kind pemissio!- It was rediseovered by David Mu].len -

Hl't: troel. (HGa, [-G. EcstErrls r Aaaociatio{i.

Monbo6hip seEta
J G Lawn,   

U.K. Edition: J R Sandoen,  

us. Edhion: Th.J.nn' Prs., oEkl.nd, c.lirornia
MEcEzin. LaYod & cM O€sisn:

J. R. Sand4$n/J.G. Llwn/G-RJ Chonnell @197a, 19€1, 1942

^ 
Bri6r. 

D G Greon,  
Tory Skor€ek & Ddid Mill.t, 

caE & P.ru Fors31.: Miks Dodd,/oavd Murl.^
Th€ crdsiE Y i5 publi6h6d by Sky@l Prblications & rh€ Jonni Pr€ss




