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EDITORIAL:

A% one of our local meetings at the Greyhound a couple of months before
*istmas it was suggested that we organise a Christmas meazl for loeal

members and their wives/girlfriends. We chose Wednesday December 14th as

the day and all who attended enjoyed the occasion very much and had a

superb meal (the Havdock Grill at the Greyhound is a carvery so this suited

your editor very much - unlimited food !) Such was the success of this first

experimental venture that we thought that next Christmas we would advertise

the occasion in this magazine and give you all a chanece ! The food and the

company were superb (that includes all you Morris Oxford owners who attended !

Now I wish to make mention of two important events coming up this year.

The M.G. Regency Run will take place between London and Brighton on Sunday

20th May and the event will be started by Mrs. Jean Cook (Cecil Ximber's

daughter). 'Y' Types are eligible_t es of £2 per ear
should be sent with an s.a.e. to M *e,
*. Your chegues shou e made payable to '™M.G. Regency Run
Account',

Next, the Motoring Milestones Pageant is to be promoted by Marshall (Cambridge)
Ltd to celebrate their 75 years' involvement {m motoring. The show will be

“ d at the East of England Showground,Peterborough on 29th and 30th
September and its most exciting feature will be,hopefully, the exhibition of
at least one . car . : of every type produced by every marque which has gone

on to become part of British leyland. Do you wish to enter your car ?

Entries do not have to be concours. I have entry forms if anyone wants one,

Again we are privileged by kind permission of 'The Autocar' to be able to
feature this month another of Michael Brown's evocative articles on 'Y!
motoring. Ah Nostalgia !

And NnoW.asee. 6.40 Harty. Russeil Marty's guests are
f the West End )
ical "Y', pop star Man Credit: "Liverpool Echo".
Rhys-Jones and Mel ith, who
yesterday started their new BBC-2
comedy sefies.

7th February 1984,



REGISTER NEWS:

Recent Discoveriess

Chassis No. Year. Type. Engine No. Reg'n No, Qwner's Name.,
Y 5288 1950. YA, XPaG/SC/15071 - J.G.Morton.
Y 719% 1951« YA, XPaG/8C2/17059 PEJ 945 D.Washhourne.
YB 1660 195%. YB. XPAG/SC2/17942 LBY 840 D.Washbourne,
Total cars on the Register as at 20th January 1984: 993,

Made u

p as follows: YA: 513 YB: 233 ¥T: 171 YRC: 3 Composites/Specials: 6
Unknown (mainly saloons): 67.

New QOwpn.ers:

- 599.
600.

602.
604.
606.
608.
609.
610.
614.
615
616.

617.
621
622.
627.
628.
629.
630.

B.Kinghorn, ‘ sAustralia.
M.Isley,

D.Gordon,
R.A.Burr,
T.Quaintance,
M-\HtFry’
T.Coleman,
V.P.Fuller,
D.J.WiXliams,
C.Lang,

B.J .Huckstepp,
J.S.Barnes,

Scotland
J1ifornia
Hants.

yVictoria,|Jjjjj, sus2.

W.Higlanns.

M.Hingley,
R.Kerfoot-Owmns
P.Acfield,
N.C.W.Pratten,
J.G.Morton,
G.C.Pigg,
a8,F.Hill,

Address Changes:

494,
498'
139.
122.
473
431.

264 .

M.J .Adams,

Oxfordshire

R,A Neill, Bucks.
Ft.Lt.M.J .Rus yN.Yorks.

N.Grose, Victoria, Aust—lis
Maj.L.M.Howard, USA,
J.S.R.Bridges,

c.owarits, ([ O

CARS FOR SALE:

T25.

YB 0414, 1952 YB. XPAG/TD2/B55127 B.R.G. with beige interior.
'UHK 111t.

This is the car which was prepared for and raced by Dick Jacobs. It

won the BRDC under 1500cc class at Silverstone three years running
(1952,53 and '54). It is in good order with many new parts. Al) the
underside has been treated against rust and painted. Waxoyl has beean
sprayed into all box sections including the doors. The interior is

in reasonable order with some tidying required on the sides of the fronf
seats. The headlining is in good order and new carpets have been

fitted., The body is finished in Austin-Morris-M.G. British Racing

Green and was professionally resprayed in 1978. It will be MOT'd

= (cont'd)
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389, Y1505. 1948 YA. XPaAG/SG/11237 'MG 7437'.
Now approaching the end of a rebuild whieh has included engine,
brakes,most parts rechromed,rewiring,doors and wings lead filled
where required. New clutch and suspension rebuild. Engine is
running and all work done except doors,wings running boards

and heoot 1id to be und
£1|OOO to-l MrIG[ ﬁ

9g92. 195% YB., Green. 'Taxed a condltlon Offers over
£2,500 considered. Tel: Suffolk)'

PARTS FOR SALE:

Radiator grille and motif. £25 ono. Tel: _

XPAG/SC engine complete with all extermals except mani

Fully ﬂd O:Eis/sae for full specification to: s
Tel:

Front seat ashtray relacement; A batch has been produced by the use of
modern resins,being made singly by hand. A resin knob which has been
plated is also supplied. The knob will reguire fixing to the ashtray.
It should be noted that the holder that takes the ashtray cannot be
supplied. The high cost of the original mould and the time taken to
praoduce each item reflects the cost invelved. The price of £13 each

includes packaging and po insur ination.

Comsacts he..h.ceiarans , I N i A MO S

Engine XPAG/SC/14674 and gearbox. The engine is dismantled,the bore is
almost unworn and has acquired a film of rust through standing. Apnears to
be standard bore or +.020. The crankshaft has just been reground and

comes with a bhill for the regrind. The engine requires a new camshaft

and camshaft bearings as the o0ld ones appear worn. One piston/con-rod

assembly is missing and there is no sump. Comes complete with cylinder
head and rocker gear. The gearbox is complete and seems in reasonable

it ne and gearbox. Contact: Mr.D.Mullen,
i' Uther spares for sale:

Petrol filler pipe and chrome cap (clip broken) £1
Distributor (worn) £1

YA Wheels (x5) (with tubes and worn tyres) £1.50 each.
Windscreen, £5

Rear side windows (XE; £2.50 each.
Speedometer (no clock £1
Ammeter/Fuel gauge/0il gauge £1
Windscreen wiper motor £1

Dymamo £1

Yarious interior & exterior door handles 50p each.
Battery box 1id £3

Steering wheel £

Choke cables (x2) £1 each.
RF95 Control box (no outer cover) £1

Trafficator Ting switch (seized but possibly repairable) £1

Postage and packing is extra on all the above spares.

-3 .



Mr. & Mrs.S.

MEMBERS ' TIPS etec.

J.Keys: Would like to know the towing Pyt
iiu iin helilineise write ti: F

Vince Fuller: Recommended: The South London Radiator Co.Ltd.,

rear of:; 10-14 Bromley Road,Beckenham,Kent.Tel: 01-650-~
8986 & 01-658-5954. A supplier of radiator cores,

the originsl size and three rows. Send them your old

one and they braze/solder the existing and original

bits onto the new core, the copper top “tank! and hase
etc. The core could be spraved black if required. Al)d
this for approx £60 or thereabouts. If ordered they

take about three weeks from receipt of the o0ld radiator.
They do an excellent job. The radiators are not
re-cons,they are made up especially to order.

Pavid Mullen: YA: Clutch 71" diameter Shaft: 5/8" giameter.

Alex Taylor:

YBr Clutch 8" diameter, Shaft: 2" diameter.

YaA: ?Iywheel ring gear: 93 teeth Starter pinion: 11.
¥B: Flywheel ring gear: 120 teeth Starter piniom: 9.

Steering column slip ring repairs: 0ld contact hreak -
points,filed off,can be soldered on the brass wipers
inside the steering column and this seems to work fine.

PSALM YB647.

From the book of restorations — By the prophet David.

My car filleth up with petrol

But it runneth not

Neither doth it start

Thy electrics with WD40 I have treated

And gifts of plugs and points have 1 given thee
I have 1ifted up mine eyes to the sump
Whenceforth comes all they power

And my cheeks with 0il thou has annointed

My carburettor floodeth over

And thou has washed my feet with petrol -
How mighty is thy starting handle I

For my battery hath been brought back from the dead

And my engine doth run agzin

Verily I shall put no other make before thee

Yea though I giveth up my gold and silver

Yet shall I put my trust in M.G.

—

David Mullen.



The following letters were unearthed by David Mullen from the correspondence

columns of 'The Autocar', I am indebted to Mr.Hutton of 'The Autocar' for
permission to reproduce these here. The letters are from the following

issues of that magazine: 62879 - 1/9/50; 63661 - 28/9/51; 63827 - 7/12/51;

64618 - 26/12/52.

“GREEN-MANTLED"
Further Tribute to the ** I} "

162879.]1—As an extremely satisfiel ownee of a 1 }-litre MG,
saloon since last November [ read, with iaterest. thie article
by Michael Brown (August 3). May 1 suy how inuch [ agree
with all be :aid? But ! shouki like 1o rnvond one or two
further points of appreciation ot this grand little cor,

Since taking delivery of mwv " 1. the futh M.G. [ have
had the good fortune to own. | have dtiven it pretty hard foe
10,000 miles without the faintest sign of treoble. Tt has yet
to have the head oll, and this is not yet teally necessary since
thece are few signs of cequiring a ** de-coke. . " Not a bad effoct
fur a high eficiency engine of this type.,

[ have checked most carefully and f[ouml that [ have Leen
getting u petsol consutnption of y4 m.p.g. under ult conditinns,
wcluding warming up in the morning, " hack ' work when

shopping, aml {ast cruising at 55-60 m.p.h.  1his cansumption

iy b dreapping shightly now that T have Jone oeer b g
rile s

v b e o b Cotnw ol ol o8 r g il -

e T e g ke gy m ple sith o cgenpl T

vttt il thiees wleits e b s ol lien e, b
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Aot the L k!

Uahould ke to cwt by saviog e the UK Ul atie icnn
satis litele mobor cae s ot o much n its MARTNWIN Se |
accelerrion as in it exoelent sterany and rowd hol
balitisn which, T vewiure o sav, are g
car of a compucable size aml price

Findly, [ xhould be interested to pet n touch with the
ownee ot @ Ja Model MG, Mudget, registered nuimbee JB:y0:
<houb! he read s, stnoe | saw him in the distance recenrly
but was unable to tell hinv that he was driving an M.G. wlich
I soll sixteen vears agu! A. LW, Soass.

Salisbury. Wiltshire.

.
tdvtws a ol oo -,
ol
g g
pusiled by any ot

FRUITS OF Us

Predicament of One Who Stands and Waits .

63661.}—] am a regular reader of The Awoczr, which is nor-
lma.!.ly ]e_a-gcrly awaited. . During the last rwelie months there
have been many inreresung touring articles both at bome and
abroad. In approximately 75 per cent of trese arucles the
camera had been busy pormayed the 1i-li'ze M.G. saloor!
One week there were two 1}-litre saloons in :he same artcle!
As one who has bad this model on order for scarly fve years
I find The Aucocar increasingly provoking to rvad!

May 1 suggest that uptl 1 inform vou of th: delivery of my
“dream car” all cameras be banned and no m ncon of models
should be made by your staff. Epvi:y D. WHITE.

.~ Truro, Cornwall ) p

;"T‘hco’owncr of the }-litre mentoned comme 5@ “ Sorry, but

«a¢ pbotographs at least serve 1o remind bopefi. buyer: of what -

the car they desirc looks like ! "—ED.)

EXILES
fhe 1phue MG, Abroad

(63827.]—As an Bnglishman temporardy stationed abroad, and a
regular ceader, T have found great pleasure in reading the tour-
ing arucles, particularly those where a small AM.G. saloon has
been left in 1o * balance the picture.”

Apart frorm my taste in cacs being similar, since [ own an
identical two-tone green, the choice of LEnghsh landscope has
Hroceht a lump in my throat from time 10 time because [ am

just waiting uatil che spring of 1932, when 1 myscif can (¢
down some of those lanes. !

The M.G. is equally adept oa the * miles and miles of noit
at all™ highways of this country, as well as che rough si
I can put 50 miles away n the bour, for hours on ¢ad, with
fatigue than in my previous American car. It is an adoruble

pe Town, S.A WeoLiasm H. Eulor

“INTERIM ASSESSMENT™
IneTIte Dereriptisng aré Mast Interescing

(64618.]—May 1 congratulate Michael Brown on his article
describing his experiences with the 1§-lire Riley?

Your Road Tests of various cars are excellent in their way but
a more intmate description of a model given by an awner is most
inlucslini‘:o other owners and potenual buyers.

Could Michael Brown be persuaded to writc 3 similar article
about his previous car, the 1i-lire M.G, saloon? As the proud
owner of one of these cars [ find very pleasant w drive,

the engine and auxiliaries are extremely accessible and they
embody most of the refinemends desired by keen motorists. The
Jackall system is a joy 10 use and hy placing large blocks of weod
underzeath the jack feet | can raise the car right up for casy
servicing undernecath,

There is one ilem missing, howsver, which [ think should be
fited as swandard 10 all cars. Thas is a radiator blind and [
made one 1o fit my car quite casily and cheaply. [ obrained an
otd bouschold cype of roiler blind from a junk shop and this,
suitably cut down, was fitted by means of rwo brackets ia front
of the radiator block. Thbe blind is controlled by a length of
flexible picture wire passed over the beader tank aod through
the bulkhead to finish in a ring which can be hooked in three
positions under the scuttle.  For shon cuns 1 fiod the blind can

be left fully closed and the engine warms up quickly,
Folkestone, Kear g R. Core.

{A similar article on the 1}-live M.G. apg:rcd in the August
4, 1950, issue endtled * Green-Manted.”"—ED.]

Membexshin Seere rz
Traetvaon, SN - ;-

Magaszine Printing:

U.E. Bdition — Prontaprint Lid.

U.S. Edition ~ The Jenni Press,Oakland,California.

Spares Secret -
A.Brier,

United States pters
Tory Skowecek & David Miller,

'"Te (lassic Y' is published by Skyco

The content of the artieles and the technical advice apnearing in this
magasine represent the views of the respective contributors and not
necessarily those of the Editor or the publishers. The MGYTR ecannot

be held responsihle for any loss or damage resulting from the
implementation of any advice appearing in this magazine.

i B
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** Trees, walled garden and stableyard complete a traditional picture,*

Weekend and a Quarter!

TWO 1}-LUTRE MCs MAKE
AN EXMOOR YOYACGE

-~

(00T oF ToWN)

by Mickael Brown

Y

) bad been obvious for a long timc that my host had

similar tastes o my own. We had both been t0 s

in the past—and liked it; we both had a great affection
for the English countryside; we both owned 13-lite M.G.s
(and liked them, t00), and we both anempted o convey o
others in writing something of the pleasures we expericoced
behind the wheel The mame “Longships” in this connec-
don may be familiar 10 older readers, and it is sufficient o
say thar it was o “Loagships’™ Devon hame dmr the 1%
took us for the purpose of exploring the by-ways of Devon
and Somerser, from the Culme Valley northwards o Exmoor
and the Bristol Channel

Our host, owing to his long years of scrviee as a doctor
in the Navy, was for the occasion promoted to commaodore
of the convoy; his present shore-going pracuice having, also,
cnabled him w acquire a cerain knowledge of the pavigadon
of some of the lesser-known Devon lanes which it was
thought might prove useful during our weekends. His
tastes resulied io 2 route that no motonist could fail to enjoy.
Cerrainly we werc bound to enjuy it, conditoned, as we
were, by the gracious hospitality of an English country hume,
and not cven one day of almost continuous rain was able
to mar that enjoyment, for the route had been cunoingly
plaoned 10 give a kick to the driving, and that kick is
forrunarely independent of weather. The convoy sct out on
droe, two green cars soong, completely in the hands of the
commodare, the navigators haviog a day off.

‘This route, then, must be taken for whar it is—onz of
really narrow but quite easy lanes, provided you are nat
afraid of reversing, and of suff gradients cccasionally necessi-
tadng first gear. As a measwre of their character, none on
the route is as difficult as Porlock Hill, which was included
in the tour. Show such a route 0 a 14 M.G. and you can
almost heer.it rub its hands together; show it to two of them
and they want o dbow cach other out of first place. Bur
cven with their parrow overall wadth (4ft 1lin) they must
smy put tn the lanes; the commodore heads the column
perforce.

The starting point (Willand) has a special interest, for near

e TR s

~

toitisa named V on the map. Verbeer 1s obvi-
ously no ish mme although the splendid old country
housc that it describes is English as it an be. {t s
sc1 some way back from road near the old village, aod
possesses Jacobean paneclling and a Georgian front, while
xees, walled garden and stableyard complete the radinonad
plm

But the nmame Right back—13th coorury or so—the
Dutch are supposed to have landed in the neighbourhood of
Plymouth and made their way owards London Ome v
two sensible fellows dropped out an the way, deciding &t
Devon was good enough for them, and esmblished such
farmsteads as Verbeer. It claims to be one of the originil
buildings of the village of Willand, along with the church
The third was burned down some years ago.

We were away 1o Tiverton, which, on casual acquainame,
might be dismissed a3 a pleasant country town, with 8
chuckie over the enormous knife-and-fork sign on a shop 0
the main suect. That would be a piry, for Tiverton hds
some surpnising corners.  Pecp through an arch o 40
ordinary fagade and a l4thcenrury alley may reward you
Peep through a certain arch and the reward will be Old
Blundells, the origi i of the famous school,
warmly grey beyond the green lawns that Devon rain makes
casy of growth. Tread softly up the churchyard path, also
and scan the-south wall, richly carved with emblems of
trade and industry, naudcal motifs being predominant
These are the highlighty of 3 workaday picrure

To the porth-west the land rises towards Exmoor, and
from the maia road we struck off into the lages, making [of
Molland. I could appreciate why the commodore had fitted
Windtone borns in place of the rather undignified checP
that is sandard on the MG, for most of the corners ¢
blind. As “nexy in line ™ we enjoyed a field day of observa-
tion, having only o keep the til of the leading MG. @
sight As a consequence the roschay, the bopcysuckle, <
fcrn:.mnmdlushmdﬂtbcmnhadgaoﬂ@““
be admired (the boneysuckle could be smelt, drifting in the
windows oo the warmy, wet, wesiern air) Tbe mun

Re
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rocas, AuGusT 31, 1951 1033

loually in use Up, down and round, and suddenly "
was Molland, ceam walls and thatch, pasturtiums and @

:idv down, punctuated by the snick-snick of the gear lever,

Pﬂm(hy Porkins ramblers, aglow against the grey of the
ﬂ"“ has claims to fame, fur West Molland manor
| N ormerly the seat of the famous Devon family of Cour-
*y. In the church there is & double beart-stone which
%mcmmad:fwmchmdmdmcwmy&
wod his wife, the family’s arms baing carried oo the stome.
As if tis waie oot sufficient coumty influence, Molland
pnd,mtthjvcrY_'co,aDmnnamcﬂﬂ:zlhmms
ope. North of the village rises Anstcy Common, and up

swept Up (0 the moar.

The Moors -

Above about 1,000{t in Devon the character of the sceme
changes abrupdy. Bracken fights the heather for pride of
place in the sum, and grey stome crops out of the purple
and green.  The gente summits are a great sweep of colour,
conuasting with the small-squared chequerboard pancom of
farmed land lower down. QOu a fine day you b sec
n. Comwall from up on Anstcy Mooz, and you might
acknowledge your debt to a certain Froude Hancock, wha
{id much o makc this moor aceessible, He 18 comomemaor-
ated iu 2 singularly msteful way, by a great nerural boulder
out in the heather on which his mame end dates of hinth
and death have beon carved.

From Cussacombe Gate (1,207ft), the road follows the
hog-back of rhe moor towards Dulvertan, plunging down
alter reaching Five Cruss Ways into a steep coombse, through
which flows Dancs Brook, the border of Devon and Somer-
sct. At a crossing point—Glade Bridge—we hinched, con-
remplating 8 siecp ascent on the other wmde, and, after a
short wartmng-up the M.G.s leaped up on to the Exmoor
platcau. This was one of the climbs on which first gear
was necded. M ~—and relatively—the car drops

down agamn ‘at Withypool, snd sgain a1 Exford, but the -

heights arc dominant il you have crossed Codsend Moors
and are skirting Dunkery Hill oo the right

Here the characteristic Exmoor coombe sconery intrudes
as the road zig-zags down through the trees towards Clour-

) =

camnClmnbm,mdc:’mdngsp.c:‘iuddhnvyrﬁnl

¥
i

.m'um-tmmmmru:wgm.
which was mmmsl opealoy caumnce. Thoe & ag cld o= WE
1 ibree socienl trackh which oproed ool st
I polol myhga_mmiumu“tm-ucmﬁ"m“
0 called

LT ot e e
By i i Sl

-

“ Commemorsaled n a singularly taste-

ful way ''—the boulder oo Anstey

Mpor which serves as a memorial to
Froude Hancock (1865-1933).

¢he steep hill past Cussscombe Gate* the commodore’™s car

L“"‘ ﬁ--_‘f”““\«:

Wi, s S N

“The road ug-rags down through the trees'—and also
through the farmayard showu in this picture.

‘ Here the characteristic Exmoor cocmbe scenery mtrndes ™

reconnajssance i advisgble; later the packharse bridge over
Horper Water, to the left of the road, should not be missed.
And then, suddenly, you sre out on holiday routs A39, and
within .o mile of Porlock village “ Shall we climb Por-
lock? ™ asked the commodore. “ My cr has not yer done it,
and [ want a compahison with my previcus coc™

“Necither has mine, and &t wounld be i
the West Couniry and pot to climb Porlock™
through the village, thronged with cars and wet holiday-
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WEEKEND AND A QUARTER! .

makers, now drying off a little in the pale sunshine rhat had
at last preped through the low cdoud. -
Too many of ‘as, I think, tend to assume that everyone

knows Porlock and climbs it successfully, but the [ocal -

garage proprictor can puc us right on that, as also could the

. scene thag aftemoon.  Two cars were stopped in trouble on

the hill, and it was, as'usual during holidays, watched by
spectators at the two hatrping low down. [ would not mini-
muze the climb, which is decidedly suiff, and is bound to call
for first gear od the less powerful cars, as well as a sharp haul
round on the first bairpin. If in doubt, rake the toll road
(as hundreds do). If ia doubt as wo a skilful change down
into bottom gear, take proper aodce of the sign that reads
“ Bomom gear now " but make sure that your speed has
dropped sufficiently for successiul epgagement.  [f blithely
confident, speed into the first hairpin ia second gear, at high
revs, and make a smart change into boom gear as soon
as the revs bave fallen oo the hairpia, which they will
quickly do. Never mind the disappoinoment on the faces
of the spoctators as the lever goes in. The pleasure’s yours|

So we climbed Porlock, and for the record an M.G. that

“ You must ford this streamn at Clousham.”

could probably do with decarbonization nceded first gear
over three sectons. It is a long climb—deceprively lang—
but the toll road, with i1s easier gradient, is longer. [t is
also much more scenic, far Porlock Bay, 2 gende curve
outlined in the white of Briswal wavelets, comes
into view several times from varying heights. This road
swings 10 and fro under wees, passcs through the roilgate,
and feiches up in the village again, from which we ook the
route of oo retwn {(at least by another road) to Porlock
Weir, a quict shingle haven down on the beach where a few
yachts nuzzle cach other and there can be no through maffc.

Warthy lies just beyond the Weir, and here w= had the
exquisite expericnce of being shown Warthy Manor by its
present occupier, who had kiedly iovited us fo take tca with
him It would be unfair to dilate an the Manor's charms,
because it is stricily private, but it is a period gem the his-
tory of which goes back to the 12th century, and it has been
most carcfully preserved by Lady Lovelace. There is much
ariginal timber, a priest’s hole and a glorious garden down
to the sea where camellias, rhododendrons and ericas grow

that the frost would cut Jown farther east; its present orcu- -

pant makes the old house live with his enthusiasm far it

THE AUTuCAr

continueg

With the evening came the soft Devon rain agan—the
raun (o which the Devon greenery iy owed, and as such
berter 2ble to be bome with equanimiry. We cur from Adg
over ihe hill through Wootton Courtney to Timberscombe
on A396, and along that winding main road, cdinging to the
valley of the River Exe, with alt thar that implies n scenery,
we went fast home ’

But we had not fmished with bemes of besuty. The

‘Sunday morning broke with brilliznt sunshine and fleccy

douds, and the hours before it was necessary to head Lon-
donwards again could be well spent After turning aght
in Cullompton's main street, which is also A38, we climbed
aro the lanes again towards Butterleigh 2nd up the hill
on which stands Hillersdon House. From this high
vantage-point one can look north—cast rowards Taunton 1nd
be rewarded by ficld and farmstead, copse and hiltorese,
spread io a pattern that is pot quite Devon, pot quite Somer-
sect; which is as it should be aear the border.

Our host and hostess pow adopted that canspirararial air
chat says, * Ab, but wait.™ We were quitz content to do 50,
for the lapes under the sun poured their gold and green
into the atmosphere. A mile or two beyond Burtecleigh,
following the road through the valley past Great Dorwecke
Farm, we suddenfy came out on 0 A396 pear Bickleigh,
cossed the ancient stooe bridge over the Pxe {Cadcleigh
Bridge), parked and strollsd back to admire the view.

" English Fare

It is as English as afterncon tea. The river runs quiedy
and smoothly between banks’ of blossorn and green grass.
On dhe left bank (the right as you observe it from the bady :)
flowers and grass arc wild—gold of mgwort and St John's
Wart, g?:n of warer-meadow; on the opposite side is the
gaicty te sumnyer—gladioli, pelargoniums and phiox, off -
st by close-mown murf. You may lunch on this bank, it

. @ thatched cortage by the riverside, along the village sireer,

and in the goldfish pond you might recognize Daris and
Rufus—bux chat is another story.

However, this is not the pidce de résistance of this part of
Devon.  Over the bridge is a sharp left-hand curm, the ool
running along on the bank of the river, uader the creys, (o
what the map calls Bickleigh Court; with less than jus:ce,
for it is Bickicigh Castde. Not much appears to have been
published about Bickleigh Castle, but if is an ancient ca~(lz,
painstakingly restored © a beauty that is rarely surpassed

How far one should go and peer at such residences is 2
moot point, but Bicklcigh Castle ts quite irresistibie, and the
owner can bur feel flattered at your mibute. The English
are, when they choose w be, great craftsmen in stone and
real artists in a garden, aod here is proof of it.  Drive
wfdy, park gently, and pay mibute. Then coss the road

For the restoration did oot stog at the castle.  Opposite it
stood a catle byre op 1o 1929, when the true purpose of the

imagination

this part of Devon. [t

rcatly wish 1o seck it our and are ready to pay due regard
o the proper feelings of im owner.

The ramp of sightseers on the Saxon flags would be sacri-
legious; the soft stcps of the two or three, the momenr of
meditation, and the willimg acknowledgment of the power of
Christianity, remain right and proper. -
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