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EDITORIAL: 

How do you like the new drawing of the 'Y' Type at the heading to this page? It's much  
improved ove r the original version ~hich ~as drawn io s omewhat of a rush from a fairly  
~or photograph a t the end of 1977. The drawing above is the work of Gary Mill s snd we 
nope to be bringing you more of Cary's ta lented artwork to brighten up future magazines. 
Addi tionallY,Gary i s able to produce personalis ed drawings of your own ' Y' Type given a 
good pho tograph to work fr om. The drawings are nicel y wood framed aod special non-reflective 
gla ss i s used. A 16" x 11" framed drawing will cost £9 p lus postage and the ca r feat u r ed 
w111J o£ course ,b e you r own,comple ce with actual registration number. Cary says he has one 
small er framed drawing immediately available at £4 plus postage. I can ass ure you that I 
am ve ry pleased indeed with the one he did for me of IEn te rp rise ' . The address to write 
to is: Gary Mills, ,Merseyside,L  

Talking of drawings , prines,posters and the l ike; ma ny o f you wi ll have seen the supe rb print 
of the YA that was e nt e r e d in t he 1950 Mon t e Car lo Rally and c rewed by Betty Ha ig and 
Barbara Marshall, ' OWl. 543'. I was pleased to discover recently t hat Miss Betty Haig is 
still very much alive and owns a 1938 B.M.W. 328 and a 1935 M.G, PB which are on display· 
in the Ooune Moto r Museum,Pertbshire. 

Also whi ls t I wa s in Sco tland recent l y I took t o measuring the leng th of ' Y' Type bonnet  
panels ,spurre d on by Sandy Tay l o r . I t s eems he has a spare bonnet whose panels are all  
~" l ooger than those of the bonnet on his 1951 YA. \fuy ? I want you a ll to go out a nd  

)asure your bonnet pane!s,please)and let me have your findings together with sugges t ions  
which might solve th i s r iddle.  

Now vandalism is something quite a bhorrent but ,a few months ago, David Mu llen , who li ves 
in the much- vandalised Liverpool suburb , ,was able to see fo r once a more li ghthea rtec 
s ide to it . The sign above a l oca l taxi firm's premises used to read 'ODYSSEY CARS'. It 
had recen t l y been att ack ed and now,having lost its 'ODYSS[' reads , 'y CARS I ! Well,at 
least someone's showing some tast e at l ast! Fu rthermore,David continues his remarkable 
talent for spoeting Iy' Typ es appear ing in films. Latest is ' Dance With A Stranger' which, 
he says,is worth going to see if on l y for the mouth-watering selec tion of l ate forties 
and earl y fift ies cars. The f i lm is abou t Ru th El l is who s ho t her c a r-mad boyf riend. 
There mu s t be a moral there 

David Ransome of 'Whypart s ' continues as dynamic a s ever and can now offer a repair service 
for the channeling on which the 'y! Type's windows re st. Telephone  for 
further details abou t this and o t her work which he is now able to carry out. 

9th August 1985. 
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C.ii?S FO? SALE 

1950 Me 1:' Lit~e Y (C:hassis Y5350 , Reg. no. :1'!'3 132)  
Elack \-!ith r=.a:::oon i.-1terior. 3u:'ject of ~jor ::::enovat ion prO€;ZOan::me though not  
t') COllco·"" rs stonc.ard. Rewi:::ed . ::E' ~} 1cor s :..:.=rour.d trim , ne..... ''''001 head:!.ining.  
li;;!1tir:.S :'0 original sp~c. , recently rec op: iticned engine, o\·erh.auled/r:e~ ;  
b~·a::-:ir:g sys tem, bod;:.' repair~d .... ith metal ",hera necessa:c"j, ne....· '''ooden flour  
pa.."':a 1s, etc . , etc. P..a~ .i.dly .::.pprecia t i.;tg in ....alll€ , the car 'Jill 'Je su,?plied  
wit!1 12 months MoT wh:::n sold .  

Bargain bUJ at £2250.00 o.n.o.  
Please contact ~e for further datails.  
D. Ran5coe, , Cheshire ,  

project. Rol ling cnassis / engine completed. Bo . c~ iaries dismantl ed784. _il~9~5~0~Y:A~' :Y~4~3~6~1~~X~P~A~G~/~S~Ci~1:4~09iS~~'UM~'~G~1~1~3~'~~;F~am~il~Y~dfe~art~h~f:o~r~c~e~s~/ ' "	 s a~1~e~o~~~~,~SOi..D and in need of com le , ls foc over £500 . HUH sell. Pl ea se  
.Depner   ,Sur rey ,  

958. 	 1949 VA. \'2 710 XPAG /SC/1S411 'OSV 528' "Some work do ne. Body removed an d pa rtly 
welded . Con tact : Mr .M .Coan,  Norfolk, . 

161 . 	 1952 'lS. YB0593 XPAc/sc/ 17472 'UMG 695 ' "Superb condi t ion. V1rtua ll y origina l 
every way. Low milea ge. Not a restored wreck . £4, 000 . Con tact: Mr.G.D.Parsons, 

Kent , . 

399. 	 1948? VA. "Comple te but i n need of r estoration. Believed 1948. £350 ana. Tel:  
  

159, 	 1951 'lA. "Unfinished r ebuil d. Compl e t e. Das h rebuilt by band in solid walnut.  
£900. Tel: Max.ine on     

PARTS 	FOR SALE: 

Don fry of  Manchester ,  has many 'Y' Ty pe spares for sale 
i nc ludi ng t wo cyl inder heads. 

1950 YA less engine and gea rbox. Rolling chassis restored a nd much othe r work don e  
besides . £300. Contact: Mr. Graham Suss e x. Tel : .  

3 x doors comple te with glas s and tr im ; one f ront and one rear wing, one petrol t ank ) 
one rad ia tor: one tramsmission tunnel'. one bonnet ; one boot lid ~ one f ront seat in poor 
condi tion. £100 the l o t . Contact : Mr. R.A.MacGil l i vray,'  

,Lanarkshire,M . Tel:  

OR IGINAL SALES BROCHURES & OWNERS I HANDBOOKS: 

From Les Wil son Automo tive Memo rabil ia Catalogue:  
Order No .1031 "1950 TO & l!z; Litre Saloon".Part colour fo1der.8\:TlxS~ ". 12 pages. 05.00  

1032 "1950 Tbe New I t Litre" . Part co l our c8.tslogue.ll"x8.\{'. 1 2 pages pl us  
illus trated card covers. £20.00  

1246 "1947 The M.G. Directory . Smal l red booklet,6t"x4~".8 pages and embossed  
ca rd covers. Lists M.G. personnel and model identification list. £6.00  

All the above f r om : Les \h l son,\. Hanches t er,  
(p ri ces inc lu de U. K. postage )  

From J.G.Lawson, : 
YA Owne r s I Handbook 1/ 47 print. £20.00 incf postage. 
YA Owners I Ha ndbook 10/ 50 print. Export edit ion (includes YT supplement) £20. 00 incl~ p. 
YA Workshop Manual MGOC reprint. £10. 00 incl' postage. 
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Host Attractive It-litre Design with Excellent Road  
H,nners : Independent Front Suspension and a Stiff  

Box-section Frame  ·..... \EIO' motorist leeen knows the 
--t ~1 C . Midget, no.... the TC T)'P1: . 1-' b~' sight. by reputation , and per-

Mpt by penorut..l .experiencjl .. l,t is 
~l;I l tf in a clus by Itself. Now It 1S to 
M"C' .. sister eaT. the 1 %.litTt M.G:. 
,;10 :....,0 , which , it may be expected. will 
ur n.::~ an equaUy strong appeal in 
... . me ....hat different categor),. The 
. \ {,.!t:t·· i'l the open·a.ir man ', speed 
~ . unto the car with a tbrill, and at 
10'•• ~;,.me time smill! enougl'l to be 
... ,,,omical and for one'. sell Ul look 
'-'l.ef. The 1% M.G. salooo w1I1 COlli to 
UJt ma.n wbo enjoYS ' periornL'lnce, but 
- :ts it plus laJOOn comfort and 
_ , Dee, and still with economy . 

Munbclll of T~ A~, staff who 
h. ...e ~ready had the pleasant experi-
"'Cit of driving the new I %-litte aTe 
wunimous in awardina it fun miLrln 
fat the outstaoding quaUty of its 
b--~\;our on the road. A Road Test of 
lbt ear will be fouod on later pa.ges. 
Tbt car has a character entirely its 
own. quite diBerent from that of the 
~ :\hdl:e " but alluring in nother way. 
A;'Ii·ul in IS car is Dot unlike appeal 
It) a human being, something rather 
~.o:hnable , but olteD a combination 
Q! Individuality with irreproa.chable 
Il'.i. ~n.ers. the best of which is modesty. 
It IS Just ao with lbe M .G .. for it 
a.«.(H7Ipli3he$ &0 moch a.od makes 10 
ImJe to-<Io OVC'r it. 
~t fac.ility is very evident when 

! "~~ed by the best measure of a modem 
~r. the ease of the average lpeed over' 
.. bn.g journey. SoDie can trlue a good 
~('~ge ooly if yOu drive them to It. 

c- y aTe the oocs with iodifterenecs in 
t~t upecQ of their road behaviour. 
:;,. er eary. waft you over the growing 
~ of miles I.n times &0 Ihort e.s to 

lurprise )'ou . Those arc- tbe can witb 
irreproa.chable mannc-n. and they LtC 
usually large and expensive. So to tiod 
a .ma.lJ car with the bebaviour of a 
luge one is a au tter for rnatVc-l. It i.!I 
true that $Orne 01 the smaller modern 
Briti3h un; are exceedingly good in 
thi3 respect ; eYeD so the 1l,4-litn M.G. 
e)lcell . It is Jivel r: it i3 fast ; but it is 
\Iso genuinely quiet running , most 
comfortably suspended . and li ght as 
a fealberto drive . To mainu.in a care-
fuUy timed average of .0 m .p.b.. O\'er 
a 10llg journey is qu.ite easily within 
its reach . asking DO 3pecia.l efl'ort fsom 
the driver. who as a result ruches the 
)ouTlley'. end without fe.e li1l;g .ti~d. 
Even more than that i3 Wlthtn Its 
capabilities. . 

It haodles so ea:sily because the 
stceriug i3 unusually light and di..rect; 
the gear contTol is a lever rudy to 
hand lor snappy cbanges: the car bolds 
the road admirably; the engine is 
brightly brisk without being in the 
lea:st rough or noisy and the controls 
operate precisely. The perfonnancc 
o ver a well-known road is such as to 
provide a defi ni te surp~ to anyone 
ac.customed to making thal particular 
Journey on a larger and more powerful 
car. This- is definitely a car to arouse 

l"II,,_IO.f7 h.p. rult'l. fowr gil .... 
"0". 66.$ '" 10 ...... . 1.lSO LL O •• r), ...d 
....I~" op'"ltd b,. ' .... h rod• . ·Coy""r. 
",. i.h cod U't."luhafl '" u.r.......J4" ,I,;." 
bunn ... . Owpl.,., roll " cJ...,j" ~h.h 
IIIriv , w lch lIy4 ...... I;' ..",ion". c....-
,roll,4 ..r....ion . 1" ... ... ;"... dlOr ,;U.O .. ~ 
'0.... . ·1.. lub rie.u lo" with fvr . ftow 0.1nil ... 

Coil i,,,llIo...... i'h ."w",u'( 'd .....u . 
$ln,l. S.U . ••mi-do ..... ~ ....."'hc carb".n· 
tor .... lIh .t.I. dun..."cr "I 'Mer. I .U. 
.I.n.,c lu.1 pu",,,. Pu"'p .... , .. c:ir w-
1.. ';0" ... i,h .h.....OIP-c and fa .. . 

T ... ",ml.. lon. _ Ory . i nlla _p!IU 
, I .. ,do . ............p.td ....... boll w ith ry .. -
("'0...,,11 0 " ..co..4 . ""i.oI t"d WI'. 
0". ....." n ,io. : rop S . I~) . th i.oI,Ut'
".111. nco"cI 10.6<4t, tnd /I", .. to I. 
)·hrdy Spiur " ..dl. b .... nnr op... pro--
pclltr..hlh to .pl ....1 b.....1 finel III.i ... 
I" Utlr ....1. c:u .. w illi thrt...,q ....rttr 
lIoat'''' ,h.ICL 

Su.p.",lo"..---f"d.plnclln t frOM .010-
pon.ion 01 !au....1 ";Ihbo... Q'pe "'leh 
01111 .p M".... U"""I,,.... h.t.l,..U;pdc
n.bbtr_mo <l",.d ..If .p,-;.. ... . l ... nx-G"I,,,, h,dnwllc • .,..p...... Aubbtr-
.........tld an" ...... y I>tr .  

St.. rlnr._lhck Inc! ,<nio". dlroct 
touplt4 . Ad j... ..... bl ......rl .. , wh..1.  

.......u.-loc...h.-4 1I)'~ ....ulj( ,.....-
.".11 bnk... C ...c.nl hl .. d I . ... r OP""'.,.. 
".., lI"ku l"cllpe ..d.Mly by cabr ... 

1 1.«. lca l (qulpm...t.-lucu 11-"01, 
..,. i,h .utomlt" "olta,_ «>ntr-ol. Twl .. tall 
'-/np. Ind ItOP rlmp. Al,I!omatl, n~, .... I", 
li,hl,. 

Wh.,h ...I'd Ty,....-5~ :0; 16 I .. . 
Ou..lo~ E.L...' . Q'rt:t 0" diO( ...h ..... 

Julr. ' ''1 S,,,.m. _ JIc!ul1. ; ..bu ll , 
h,d,..vIiL 

,., .. 1" P'm."tlono.-Wllulb.... It 
) I... T/"u k (f...."') J It II t i .. : (r~r) 
41t 1 ; ... 0 .. ,"11 l.n,,11 Il It 5 I~: ... ,dtlo. 
4 It 101 in: h."ht 4 It , In. Ground
cl"""CI S i", Turnin, cirel. H It 10 In 
(I,l l ) : l5 It S '" (,i . hl). W.i.h, \ IIIIP"'), 
10 ('W' U lb . 

'rICI. _ 'ou...400,- . lx-li, ht ..100". 
LSlS. plul (I'" I h o4d purch.... wc... 
Toc.ol £671 13, -44. 
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the enthusi.asm 01 ~v old band ilt 
sampling can. It has moch of tbe rip 
of the Midget. disoCreetly eooCdled in 
• most cosy little saloon . 

There is nothing fortuitous about the 
reasons for the at'tr.l.ctiveness of this 
newcomer. It is good bec.au!>e it is well 
designed . The struclore starts ,,'ith 
a remarkably stout trame, of c>..-tra 
deep bolt section light giluge sted from 
end to end . Then at the front there is 
iIId~DdeDt lronl suspension on a 
stoot hue, with lateral wishbones and 
coil rprings. Underslung baU-elliptic 
iprinp I.f'e used at the .ear. 

The engine a.nd gur box unit is 
mOllnted la.irly fo""ud so u to give . 
good ....eight distnblltion and at the 
n.me time bring the ' rear seating posi-
tion within the wheel base, as well as 
aUowing plenty of room for the bod.... 
work. Thus it will be ~n that the car 
makes the right start for its purpose in 
life; a rigid frame, U .s ., and even 

weight distribution pennit of a reason-
. ably soft 3u.spensioo but malnt..a..io. the 
ability to hold the road well. 

As the engine and gear box unit is 
similar to that of the TC Midget. 
except for a modified camshaft aJ!.d 
a siogle c.arbu.rettor • .iesc.riptio n of the 
CbMSls may be belot started a.t tbe 
frame. For a aT 01 this sil.e the frame 
loob m assive. because the box. sections 
are large. yet it is oot act ually beavy 
because light gauge st«:1 is used. on 
the principle that a hoUow bum witb 
thin walls fa..rt.her away fr orn the 
neutral axis gives g~e.atc r rigidity than 
a hollow beam with thick walls close 
to this axis. In sbort the weigbt of 
meta.! is better disposed to meet the 
loaw it is intended to bear. The s ide 
members are fair ly st.ra.it!:bt. aod a re 
underslung at the rur . They are 
joined together by a series of tubulu 
cross·mem ben. and the items of the 
structure are welded together. 

At the front of the 
frame there i.!I a deep 
down-dropped bo x. 
section cros.s-member 
which .aords a stout 
mounting fo r the inde· 
pendent suspension . 
ThU is of the lateral 
wishbolle type . On each 
side. below the level of 

r-;; - '" - '-.--- ~' -" .-The swrtJi ltTucw~ of rhe . 
.body oblltl 0" ~ l toUt broc· ; 
M ti 0/1 Chi ffome., [tOm fh.t t 
top of which lJe-rN'l leorl w .. 

:tI1e!rOlu CtOD-mcmber . On~ ). 
of!''. J!3~1I h,d'OIlIl,~· ..j
"' r '1, 0 110 showr.: . J , . . . . .. • . :.....__._ . .. ___ ........J 

the frame, is anchored on rubb. 
bushes the base of a long acd wide! 
triangulated lower wisbbone . n 
ape:< of the triaogle. or the poiot of tI 
......ub.booe. ca.rries a. beariog for the f()( 
of a long swivtl pin to which t1 
s teerable stub axle il! atuehed . At tI 
head of the swivel pin is a beanl 
which conneca it to the point of 
sborter wishbone, which has its fulcru. 
withiD the c.a.rin$. of a lpe<:.iaJ L~a 
Girting hydraulic damper m' t. 
above J.n.me level. The unde> _....a ~ 
part of the deep steel bousmg whit 
carries the hydraulic damper provid 
the bead seat {or 8 vertically placl 
ooil spring. The lower end of the sprir 
rests in a pan about half·way along t l 
lower wishbone. An interesting poi: 
is that the thrust bearin~ for tJ 
swivel ' piw are of the screw thru 
type, offe ring increased area of CODU, 
in a small space. 

Rack and Pinion SteerlJlg 
Steering is the next feature o f ir:totc 

est in the front of the chassis. 11 
layout is one of simplic ity. There 
only one link on each side, which ~; 
direct from a ball joint on the steen! 
a..rm inwards to a universal joint c 
the adjacent elld of a moderO desi{ 
of rack and pinion steering gear . TIl 
st~ring proves to be unusually .I j~~ 
and direct.acting. The rack and p!n .! 
gear is contained in a boMing attache 
at two points to the !ront 7r?S 
member. J.Dd the \lnive~ baU JOIn 
a re completely enclosed. if ,hlbb 
bellows to retaia lubricant a.'td exdUI ' . 

http:malnt..a..io
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mounting . At the head of the column 
the spring-spoked 16Y2in steering 
wheel i.s tel~opicall)' mOuDtcO, aod 
provides for a ruch adjustment of 
three inches. 

III the centre of the wheel arc elec-
trical contacts for the horn and tnftic 
indicators. Tbe last-named control 
ukes the form of a knurled disc, and 
the indicatoJ'S are seU cancelling on 
II. time hasi.s instead of by the return 
of the steering wheel to the straight 
positioo. though they can also be 
returned by manual operation bi the 
control. This is a feature to which one 
becomes accustomed. 

Before leaving the front of the hmt 
there a.re two other comtructlonal 

. points to note. One is a pressed 
steel bn..c:.ket which provides the 
atu.chment for a rubber·mounted 
torqUe4aIJlpiog tie bar in COI1-
ecction with the fiellible robber 
mounting of the engine a..od 

gear box unit : the second is 
the hiaoguliJ.T box section 
pressed steel brackeuwbicb 
eury the forward cod of 

the body and wbich also 
are provided with tie rods 

Ttumiog from their peak to tile 
front end of the side membel"9, 

thus adding t') tbe stiiloess of the 
frame at a point whete the body 
s trvcture hu liule bracinll effect. 

Th~e t .....O points are dearly $een in 
one of the sket!;hn, which also ahows 
the mounting of ODe of the Itont 
)acka\l hydraulic jacks. The rear jacks 
are attached to the rear axle, and the 
jack cootrol valve and hyd raul ic pump 
are placed ready fOT convenient a.ction 
OD tbe &cutt.le Structure under the 
bonnet on the near aide. 

At the rear end of the Irame are long 
half-elliptic undenlu ng springs, whicb 
are interleaved v';th rubbeT and have 
rubbeT-bushed eyes and sha.cklt3 . Run-
oing acTOSS the 'car just behind the 
steel banjo-type rear axle is a rubber-
mounted lateral' contrOl link, con-
neo:ting O1le cnd of the a.xle to the 
opposite side of tbe frame, ...... hich 
su.bili.:cs the car agllinst swaying. The 
rear spriogs afe controlled by -Luva.x-
Girling recuperation chamber bydraulic 
dampe:rs. Ao eight-g&llon fuel tank is 
~med wrtrun the taM of the frame. 

WeU -llrranied Engine 
As the engine unit is similar to Hat 

of the well-known TC Type Midget, 
there is no Deed to describe it in detail 
bere. The specification 00 page 3SS 
gives tbe major poino. . Suffice it to 
~y th*-, to open tbe bonnet of the 
I X-litre is to be attracted by .. neat 
and purposeful look.il"\g ellglno", well 
finished and ....·ell arranged, the sort or 
e ngine in whic k an owner ca.n take 
a. pride. Its main auxiliariu &Ie 
a.c.cessible ; indeed, the ignition dis-
oibutor. the electric fuel pump. aDd 
the battery---o.rried ill a metA! COIl-
taiDer beneath U,e boDDet---...<:ould not 
be better placed than they are. 

Next comes the coacbwork. The 
general 2.pPf.arance is not o f the ultra· 
modern style: irutead it suggestS a tllJe-
blue M.G. with the familiar radiator 
and the genera! a.tmosphere wh.ich is $0 
characteristic. The car is a good -looker 
in a reserved way; it ba..s individuality 
without being fta.mbOyant. And it 
looks ......bat it is, weD louod and very 
comfortable. If in the interests of 
smooth and level riding there is more 
frontal overbang tha.n on pre~ous 

" 

dut and wet. The pwon is 
"h u kd below the rack. which 
b &Jlo ....·ed iI vel:)' slight dearance 
.1)'1 a beld dOWn intO mesh with' 
Ul t pinion. by a spriog-loaded 
r.-.:,~ t::er so a..s to e1i..cninate back-

The 5teering gear is a separate 
r::11 from the steering co!umn 
.. t.>c..b ia carried by a bUcket i~ 
tbt dull structure of the body. 
1l-",- columo is couple<! to the
f>U" ~ .. three-arm universal 
i"ID\ "'1th rubber busbes for its 
' '''' Th' , . ~ a." aogemenl DOt only ' 
?"v"dea LnSulatioo between the 
1""Wo.d wbeels and tbe steering 
" b.Ifot.! . but also filcilitat~ body 



models, the eye does not notice it. for 
attent ilH'l ill d iv'crted by t b e disc wheels 
",·,th large chromium plated centres, 
.....h IC h $f.t off the complete effect . The 
head lamps are wbere they give iI. good 
light, aDd they are easily adjustable 
for be:a.m direction . The filler ~p is 
00 tile top of the radiator aJld water 
can easily be added, instead of splashed 
Over the cogine from ao awkward 
6.ller under the boDoet. All of which 
AhOW1 that the M.G. i., esseotially 
practical , and therefore h.a.s a special 
appeal to the hard-bitteD type of car 
fancier. particlliarly after he bas tried 
its prowess on the road . 

On a light and speedy car such as 
ttW a large saloon body is not to be 
~, The body, howevf:T. is quite 
large enough to provide ample room 
for four nOnl1;U sized ~ple. a.ud it is 
a.lso extremely comfortable. The seats 
aTC arnoged with skill, so that the 
best use is made of space. The adjU!t-
able frODt seats have weU-cu,ved backs 
of subtle shape which prove to give 
ai:lmirable support on a long-distance 
run. The rear seating positioll,.i$ also 
com.lortable, and extra ~ room is 
found be.neath the front scat.!, which 
are raised h'om the .II.oor 0 0 steel run-
oe~ , Besides elbow side-resb to the 
baclc seat there is also a foldieg central 
arm-rest. The seating a.ccommodation 
lies within the wheelhase, which .00 
gives room for tOUT wide doon . The 
car is easy to enter or 
It-.ve. Points particularly 
trum the driver's angle 
are that tbe gear lever 
is conve.oiently to hand, 
and the pull. up brake 
lever between the front 
$Uo is adm.in.bly con-
venieot . 

Then there is ~ new kind 
of control for the side a.nd 
hu.d lamps. On tho right 
side of the in.rtrument 
pane! is a plunger. Wben 
this is puUed out the side 
lamps go on. U the 
plunger is slightly rotated 
and puJled farther out, the 
head lamps arc .!Witched 
aD. One rapidly comes to 
likethis switc:b . Theinstrv.-

mena are grouped i.n front of the 
driver, leaving spa.ce on the left for a 
glove box of considerable Jile, com-
plete with lid. In addition sm.a.ll 
pockets are provided in the doors. An 
lll1portaDt point is that there is room 
to the left of the clutch pedal to rcrt 
the left foot . 

Not the lca.st attractive p&rt of the 

k . 
. Thu. I, Irrflttnlon In the drl.'", tecrt. with . 
! '",tromuu olld ClJllUO" ,101/f>f:" '",,"ed/oldy
t III ftOtlt. (I COII'f'eniCl'lt rrot !U'f' , 0,,<1 0 $1111/-<111 
. . ' Mlld-bfOlfe., . _ 

Th. UI!I of the M.C. It l1/ctly 
(lnd !h. lunare bGoI lid 

1.1 IUf1t>ortrd by chol", to !hot It"'!f7" UI~OI on utro pIGf('otm. 
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interior is the neatnesJ of the trim· 
ming ; the leather OQ the seats is 
pan~lIed, and on the squabs is rel ieved 
by central pleats. AU the cabinet wo rk, 
including the facia board , the ins tru · 
ment panel, the ga.rnish rails and th~ 
window fillets, are fin..ished in walnut . 
The windscreen is made to OpeD. and 
is controlled by a central ha.ndle. Twin 
screen-wipers are operated by a 
remotely mounted motOr. There a re 
twin vuon in the peak of the Tl lVi 
iii. Bush. fittiog section of wbich s lides 
to OpeD. The windo~ in the doors 
open aDd clos.e by winding bandle', 
pl.ac.ed rather low down . Besides tbe 
pile carpetOD the floor there is a rub~r 
mat beneath the driver's feet. The 
roof ligbt switch is placed very con -
veo..iently, in the roof above the dl iv('f. 
and caD readily be reached from out · 
side the car. ALso the rear windo.... 
blind for night driviog is well arran "- . 
it heiog easy to raise or lower the b. J 
without divertiDg one's attention from 
the road. 

Excellent DetaJl Work 
On aJI cars with proper preu nsionS 

towards quietness and freedom iro{l'l 
dn.ughts or fumes there is a grea t deaJ 
of det.a.il work which is bidden froID 
sight and so pass~ UnDoticed, unl~ 
it is not successful in it.! purpose. Ttus 
work hu been very well curied o.ut 
on the M.G., for it is de6.o..itely a qUIet 
mover, and free from. draughts o:r 
fumes . At the back of the body IS 
~ large inbuilt boot for luggage. with 
a lid which opens downwards a.nd SO 
c.a.n provide emergency luggage carry· 
ing capacity. The spare wheel is car-
ried in ~ separate compartment below 
the boot, and is accessible when tho 
panel c:a.rryi.ng the inbuilt number 
plate and rear lights is detached. A 
reversing light i.s fitted, and u ~witched 
on and off by movement of tM gear 
lever. 

..~ 

http:c:a.rryi.ng
http:det.a.il
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FROM THE OPEN COCKPIT : 

Thi s month r s Tech article is goin g to be both in-
formative f or you, I hope, a nd a com mercial plug 
for me (Shadetree Mo t ors) . At least tha tls my 
int ent. As man y of my friend s know, I hav e had 
a life long project d ear to my heart . That of makin g 
MG en gi ne s and co mpo nents r un bette r a nd last longe r . 
Since retir in g fro m t he Pol ice Dept . la st October, 
Shadetr e e Mo tors, has swung into top gear, and I 
nev e r wa nt fo r something t o do. 

NO\J I t-till g et 
onto a s u b j ect tha t most o f us have curs ed a t. The 
in f a mou s rrcam follower rr as found in XPAG & XPEG 
power pla nts. The original factory cam foll ower 
is ma de fr om light grey cast iron and chil l ed for 
hardness on the surface that contacts the c am lobe. 
I have check ed literall y doz ens of th es e l ifters 
over the past 25 years for ha rdn es s (usin g the 
R ock~ell method). They ranged from a low of 39 to 
a hi gh of 60. The norm la tely be ing abou t 56. As 
in the past the s e lifters don't last long. Fir s t 
the lift er starts to break do~n , t his attacks th e 
cam lobe and vice ver s a . Eventual ly th e l obe wears 
down and the power output o f the engin e ~anes. Letls 
face it these engines nee d every bit of horsepower 
des i gne d into t hem. So! What to do a bout the problem . 
I ha ve ove r the pa st 10 yea rs had a ha bit of removing 
the lifters e very 500 0 miles or so a nd c heckin g 
them . The the or y being that if I r e placed them as 
th ey st a rted to go bad, then I co uld extend the 
li fe of th e ca m. Thi s work s to a point , but i s 
a rather drastic mea s ure at least. M & G Vintage 
Auto parts in New Jers ey has on the ma rket a go od 
barrel t ype c am folloyer, us ing a longer pu shrod. 
The s e retail for a bout $88 a set . I have seen these 
in operation and they are gr ea t. The only drawba c k, 
i s that du e to th e increased pushrod l e ngth, they 
ru~ on th e guide tubes that go thru the cyl. head . 
Th1s is caused b) ~he angl e being increased. This 
c reat e s more valv 8 train noise, and is just no t 
right. I have available a simila r valv e lifter 
and pus hrod set up available in stock now that 
works the s am e . What I hav e done is press out t he 
pu s hrod guide tu bes a nd press i n a larger t ube. 
s o tha t the inside diam eter of the guide tube thru 
the head is as big as the out s id e diame t er of t he 
ori ginal guide tube. Thi s offers eno ugh closeness 
to clear the longe r pushrod , and I pe rform thi s 
operation for about $85. The cam followers that 
I offer are chilled iron barrel type li fters with 
a I'R ockwell ,r hardn ess of about (64). I have had 
them t e st ed for compa tability u s in g a stock HG cam 
shaft . They a re perfect. Plus, the original f a ctory 
lifter s are flat on th e botto m. Thi s is an archaiC 
de sign. Mine ar e s lightly radiu sed so that they will 
spin While in operation . All modern en gine s u s e 
thi s feature. I have a preference for using the 
"Crane" ca msha ft in my eng i nes. The stock grind that 
th ey offer is pe r fe c t. It offers lots o f lo~ and 
midrange torque a nd get s good mileage. Plus, they 
are mad e from 862 0 s t eel bi llets , and have the lobes 
made larger in diameter for increased l ongevity. 
r al so s tock these camshafts at bargain prices. 

The combinati o n o f the Cran e cam ~l t h my c hilled  
iron lift ers I feel i s a perfec t combination.  
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· .  
Now a lot of you must t hink that this is a lot of work t o go 
thru,an d you are right. So ; VOILA; Shadetree Motors has 
given birth to its newest and most improved of fer ing. 

The "Kelsey-Bullet cam f o l!OIoler T'. This cam fo llowet or lifter 
is the same one that I have previousl y described. Except now 
it has been fitt ed with an a lum inium insert to bring it up to 
the hei gh t of a stock cam follower. The aluminium insert is 
wade up f rom (60- 61 16) aluminium alloy. And shou l d prove to 
be an excel lent product. The end is machined and recessed to 
accept a stock fact ory pushtod. Al l clearances remain the same 
as stock. All you have t o do is slip them in and reassemble as 
standard . I am offering these at $110 per set of eight lifters, 

Well I did it ! 1 got thru ano ther Tech article and got some free 
advertiSing. Thanks for bearing with me. If you have an y questions 
please contact me. If 11m not home, I usually have my elect roni c 
marvel to ans~er my phone. Or you can ~rite to me with questions, 
and I will try to answer them for you. Address your mail to: 

, 	 Shade~ree Motors Ltd., 
  

California,9  
U.S .A. 

Tel,  

Octagonally, 

Skip. 
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