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EDITORIAL: 

The cutting aside ish::~miNna}iB#¥,(t.mO aifni.'e'k 
of  

from the 'Liverpool  
Echo' of 10/10/85. The  

story,regrettabl y, was not  
about one of our cars 

The arti cle on pages 45 & 46 is 
. -. --~.. . reproduced with kind permission of 

'The Autocar' . 

The photo on page 49 reputedly shows theor 'Y' prototype YT body. Original sourCe unknown 
but possibly an officiaL Nuffield pbotograph. 

NOW AVAILABLE: 	 The Alternative Parts Listing compiled by John Lawson and David Ransome. 
Lists all known Lucas , Lockhe ed,Pa yen ,Hepolite ,Wilmo t-Breeden,Cords, 
Remax,Trico,Ransome & Marles,Ferodo etc etc parts used by the 'Y' Type 
range and gives brief details of other cars which use the s ame pares. 
Ao invaluable 14 page guide. Price £1.S0 incl p&p from: John Laws on , 

 , L1S.SAX. - IT ONLY REMAINS FOR ME TO WISH ALL READERS A VERY ENJOYABLE CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY 1986. 
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for an y losS or damage resulting f t OG the imp lementa t ion of any ad vice 
appearing in this maga~ine. 
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REGISTER NEWS 

Recent Discoy;;:ries 

Chassis No. Year. Type. Engine lIo. Reg'n No. Col our. Owner 's Harne. 

Y 1327 1946 YA. XPAGrSC/ I1 1191 ZH3915 Black J .Nickei$. 
y 3200 194'1 Y.'4 . XPAG /SCll3 100 UMG24 Al.Green D.I.'iilson. 
Y 3776 1949 YA. '!.2AG/SC/13006 (nli ) KX0626 Al.Green G.F.Beecha.m. 

SC/ 14 188 (cur ) 
Y 5100 1950 YA. XPAGlSCl1481 3 KXJ912 Karoon l{rs.F .Taylor 
y 7011 195 1 YA. XP!G /SC2/B74364 (GS ) KGT129 Xaroon D.A.Pelh3W 
YB 0545 1952 YB. XPAG/SC2f17435 LDG608 BRG G.E.Collett 

nlf = original;no longe r fitted . ct!r = currently fitted. 
GS = Gold Seal replacement engine. 

Total cars on the Register as at 24th November 1985: 1,032. 
Xade up as follows: YA: 557 Y8: 240 YT : 171 IRC : 3 Composites/Specials : 9 

UnknowD (mainly saloons): 52. 

~ OWDPrs 

734. R.Simpson N .S.W. Australia. 
735. Jolr.Cook Leeds, . 
736. M.F .Deacon  
737. J .E.Milne Scotland . 
738. M.C .Pearce Derbyshi re . 
739. A.Piller Switzerland. 
740 . G.Fletcher 1i .Ybrkshire ,
74 1. R. Pearce Scotland. 
743. Mrs .M.B.Cosb Bristol ,  
745. 	 A.R.Barbaur North Humberside, 

. 
746 . S.Serota New York, ,U.S.A. 
747 . F.J .Blick Cornwall ,  . 
748. G.Verbizky   New Yerk U .S.A. 
749. D.I.\H)son  Hants,
750. C.N ."iotberSpOoD Lancs ,  
75t. D.A.Pelham ,!(est Sussex,
753. A.Gre.at.bead Co.Durham. 
754 . J.Masleck ,Alberta,Canada,T . 
755. G.E.Collett ,'flarwickshire,B . 
'7 56. G.F.Beecham ,Suffolk,  
157. Healey Surgeons Maryla.nd, ,U .S.A. 
759. Mrs.F.C.L.Taylor ,Lancs . 
760. J .Nickels Co .DowD,N .lrelaod,  
761. A.B.Knowles ,Tyne & 'fea.r ,  
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ROAD TESTS  
.-. .. .. , -. 

No 1332 

ll·LITRE 

M.G 

SALOON 

~ 

· .rA FOR THE DRIVER 
'I-LITRE M.G. 

tRICE . .nUl lou."!oo. ,i..._Io,hl ... loon bod,. !S2S. pliu ',~6 "1. lid. purdlaM 
I.A,I.. Tow. '~1 1 IU. U . 

RATtI. v : 10091 h .p .. .. ..,.li .. dus. o .h ... .. 66·S Y- 9O nun. 1,2SO c.c.. TAX. il}. " 
flRA n HORSE· POWER : 46 a, 4.&00 •. p.<n. COMPRESSION RATIO; 7.ltD •• 
....'1' ~(,tn. .... tho ...t p4>..... , ... , : .. cwt n lb. LB. pu c..C. ; • .8 1. 
n1t£ !oIZE : $.'S X '''UI On bolt_on ~I"I dUe ""'.... Is.. 
UC.MTII'IG SET : p.901t. .... .... Mucic "01"'10 control  
iAA'K CAPACITY : • ,.0,1100 ' : aPt"O ... 1\H1 coruumpti.. I> ranc_, :ZS-) I m.p ....  
; \.IfI)'II IiG ClRC1.E : IL l 34h loi" ; {R •• J~II sin· GROUND CLEARA!<;CE : 5"' .  
"AJW OIMEHSIO NS : "',:hC'OI~. srt lin. T....d< . lit I. t in {{rant); ,,!t:til> (ru.-).  

Onr.ll [,"cUt. I,ll ~o: .ndth. 4~1 loj",,; b~,bt, -4h 9in..  
ACCE LERAnOIi  $1....""" _ beel Dlo~t 'nrm Lock 100 . 

lodl:: a t twu.L  ,.., F ,o,.. lInJ." "' .f> Jo . of  
....u 

SpHdorneter cornelion by EJ.ctrica.l 
Sptoe<Io",,"te.: Ie _ 10; Z'O __20;11)1030 ~lo4D 301(,50  
.10 - ]0; 40 - 39·S: 50- 49:  

~'C) ID I 1) .0 ",c.. 1).1 ..c. ' • . Q lWIo;. 60 - S9: 70-69-'j .1I1 to I 9.) oee. , .61«. '1.4 _0;.  
, . ....6 t) I 6.) . c.. ,.8 oee.  S~ .. tt.Un llbJe on indirect M..p.h . 

~ (b]" El ~ctrical s~. (nonn..l  
f""" 1'0.1' lhro~b ,un to;  
, • ...0 tI) 1 

ometer) and. Ol.U..i  
)0 m.p.b. 6.q lee.  u t .J5~ ,  
50 m.p.b. 16., ~  :and· ., ,30-. 1) ""-
1000 m.p.h. :as.• -.c.]rd 50-60.,5 

WUTHER : Dry . ~, mild. ; wind upt.-
---\ w.xn.tioo fI&'a.ru &A U,e mo.ans 01 ..,..nu rom in ~ ~eti_ 
~ ." •. Thr A0<!«6' " o/'May 9. l~'. , ... 

11 A.NY people will have bern a ...~tin·g \1Ohh int~~ the· 
\' post.war introduction of a salooo model M.G.; £or 

until no.... ooly the open Midget TC two-suttr bas 
• ~ prodl.lcN sin~ c milnub.ctlJre ....a.s rMOucned. K~o as 
• '..:... loUow ing for tbe sponiog Midget, it is Dot, o f course. 
"" '''YlXle's car. This DC"· modd, U>.., ti ·lim salOOD, "'hicb 
• !..J!r dt"SCrillt'd on thr {orrsn;tI !; IX\&f'S in this i$Sue . takes 
" - !~~·t ill the )\f t.; . ratlRP of thp prr-- ....u Ii-litre . from 

. .. '1,lj..,h m ... II·';.llh·. III,I ;l l>h· in thr· II)corpor;nioll 01 
" ... ,.; 111 ,11\ · \. ht·t·1 iU~l>l 'I I~ ioll ~(.r i!- i t in il llr M' nse . 

, , '1;U r..Jl.iluls slime commtnilable individual fPil.tUfb 
".' "'~"/~ (' just a ~Iot.m H IHon of the Midget. In· 

'-.-.1. th is is a Mil' c('loception of M.G. altogether . wi tb 
~ .'\...:j dillcfencH troro its lorerunnrr!'. the Cl,.'ffiulariye 
'-",1vf ,,·hkh siI""ltl undouhH·d l>· br to "ioen the apPf>.A1 

.~ 1 .... <.:ar T ilt: pncr nllgbt II 0:.11 bave !>ten " )(pet.'"ted to 
~ !, ~1.~, ll n Ot- f pr.' ,·ailing cl'lnrhllons . 

..- ;I·hu('. "'hil~t it (.,11011'$ t hr cum' n! Midget i n 
·:t <:. dlpans hom Ih" l m.><id·s ' p <'"C iflC..1 110n in 

'- . ~ a si!l~I/" ,cil rlmr r Hor in$\(·:.d of '" t\\" lr.-('3rburctlor 
--c ..... _ A brid summa ry oj it!' ch:u":'Icteristic-s is t..ba t it is 

;:' :: ~~ "mooth . and t xtrt'mei ), comfortable to ride io . 
,;:'" 	';\lne time oiJ.. ring t ypical M.e. r~dwolthioe:ss . 

.... : ~ l:n to it at trNt arqo-'lil l .... nce . :lnd thr a ttrac tion., 

is rxialnta.i.ced thrO\lgh consideuble experience of the c:u. 
lD all.. 00 b.-o separau occasions this year, some 1.200 miles 
h.a.vc been covered bJ' Th, A"'loaz~ in tbe tiC'" model. io-
cluding a -wi.:lter-ti.nie journey to N orth Dt~·OD. and more 
rece.nt e}(ptriencCl-of the car uoder • wide "anety of mO{Clr-
ina: conditions.. . . 

ODe o ( iu out:s"t.ulding points is that it is an .. aJl-
TC\lnde r." a phn.se whlch pcrhap5 requires ampli6c:ltion. 
By it is m.-ant \.hin it oB<· r ~ a ~t;~ fy i ll~ lr hif!h cwising 
~~, '" m"xlm uDl of O'·C [ j (' m .p h. if r<'""quirf"d . ("omfor l 
fo r tht fa.r.lily . and yet a high degn·t; of driving interest 
10f tht dri"l'r :10 likes mllto rin,:: lu r iH o ... n SOllie as wdl 
a s fO I t ra tlspon purp0sc::5. In addition;t is smootb aDd 
tluible . ... ith the rHuh that handllng it in lo",-n is no t 
irk some . and also when thr mlX>d or occa!;inn SU~I'"S~• 

s uch methods. it c:a.n be pon rred delightfullv rouud 
\'ountry lanes 3ot ' '2o to 30 m .p .b . -

Soml ' pKtJlI(, .... ith prI!'COllceiw ·,.j no tions of i\J .e .~ wOllld 
p,obably be su rpri~ a t thl' quil'tn~ and docility of th.· 
11 . h i I jghtn\·~ and eOl'3f' o f [ontrol, too . wo uld rka~ 
th('O'\ . Yet the oth,,! s id e o( the performan<:e piClllrl' i,.; 
that it quicl"~· ahai ns ~f'<'ffi .s bc:1"'·"f'.n 60 and 70 m_p.h _. 
ci a be cruiyd b..a.ppily a t 60. a nd put "" 10 milt'S j plo a n 
hour r\"Cn wben t he dri,·t.r is nof mal.: in~ p3rticubr "n"rU 

http:apPf>.A1
http:fI&'a.ru


,,. 
I"~ ;, , 11 ,," "1' 5\,..h :l ~h"\, in:,: . 

'fll, b\.ll~y ,,, ~. n "U!),1c, 
f<>Hr- "I,lIn o fh·r inj.: pl.:nty 
01 w .. m for dfl\'U ,\nd r,h' 
-.. n;.-· r~ II I 1!1 C' ~ r<1 l1t anti r" :lf 
~' ·3L<. and uI' t'ra lJ to" car l:> 

o! ~\Jlh li ir. , r n .<i("o n ~ as to 

, 
- 46 - TJ'!"E _\l"'T ('c ... ~ , ~hy , . : 

I ,:,;:> J 
',II;! . ;o nli, Or: tC O: Olhl;:, ('(;_. , 
on . l ' ;U( an,l 1\l'h l ~ . 

' (' ila .,; . 11 0"),, 1) '; [11\' n~ <l'(YiutoCdr, ROAD TESTS I1 11j.!' :;'- :l./ld i:t'{.do~ '· I ~· · 
J" I·d for all\' ~ t.t-' - l -:w . • ~ ., 1-,-'---~~=con tinued ' 

!Hl kl' it mO$t h:"lI'P,h' !)J.nd, ,;; \0\\ 11 1: ; 1 ~1 ' :"11\(.1 0 11 n::. rTo""· 
road ... ullder .... h ld.l ·cond: :ions. L'lO. i ro.o; ltrisk l C<.:c k rltion 
has Great va.J."" . It!S a pl rt ic '.lb rly unti r ilig car to h "ndl::-: 
~ b'.. ~ a:{·rtng 15 ~ ;<; c~ptionally l i~b, )'1'1 :lot v3guc-feclin8, for 
.t is q uite h igh g.-au·,l and :..1 :>0 ha~ dr-cid cd <:astor action . 
0 )) 11-1(' aven.~" rood one dUt;-s little: mor,; than rcst Oll e·,. 
haJll!s on 1b .. ,.' hed to kr,·p the car on 'I cou rS('. a nd cor-
ru·.i n :; i~ ao .·'·('T 'plt",l<.ant pr,)("rss, for th~car goes round 
,·,th"t I! t·ntl f' hf'nd~ o r sha rp t\l m~ Wit h s"ch a posi t i"eoc!\S 
:,lId ..., - .nsf' 01 d C:lr·(ut con t ~ol. wit hout sidr. sway. t hat on,-
fecls safe 011)(\ ~'uli~dy in C~IlIm.'lnd of il. 

Salidying Gear Change 

It is ~a \ ht" r unc >. pe;c tt"d ly quite a. t op 81'-<11 m a.,.·hine, 3nd 
if ~ ' kl'd tn do !'O a <:( de; r; ' l ('~ stro[l~ly without much IlSC' 
. ,1 I~H' ~' . ~:,. ;\ !i,." with ,.··tn,· ~lig- bt l'i:Jki llJ; on rrc~(""nt 
1",,\ ll\" <: o01/"sl tt,,· i!ld iron I!' at ~ <". , 11 lit' u;<r""d 10 n ' ''- ! 
' "h·;1 nl J. ~l" up 10 OIi~,"r Y' Ull S<.... ,,!. (! ;} mi .~.... m .p.b . on 
H' irrl . .l nd ,h.; ); I':l r ch.;.n;!(· isa d elight to IISC-. Tnf" k\"t' r 
IS mIt of rh l' short . TC,:w u < ont rol t \·pt' u ~ua\k a~-
"';l, rd with ~I.G .s ; it is 3 CTankp.d . n1{);',' normal typo; of 
~onuol . bu l i ~ (Irm and drfUlilc fee-l illI;. aoo Ihe g f"..J..f'S i'n-
.... _':.: ' , ... ; ; ~ , :l. !,l(' i! <;i'\Cly !1O~i livc dkk wiu} good "YDch.ro-
nh·,j L Ci T ~"C"DJ. CI.;:d ;"I ud \.'f!. Au()til,'r \\"a,· in which 
: hc HOiOili(>1l! oi the ~t:el kind ...r Qr <Ire vr~rn:d is;n 
dri" ;'l& \'isihiJity. An av t:Tat::e-h,·igot u.rh-er C.'l.!l set' hoth 
,,:.,~s. ;J.f\U \i ~i() n tr, tile «Jdts :If\d rear is good . It i" a 
, ,I) ClS)' ta l to part.: a.rlO] r.lIlOOCll\T(' in re5lTlclt""d sp.-'lCe;;" , 

TQe snq;.eosilm includes rOJl sprill!,:S in froot a.nd hJ.!f-
"'lliprics at the «:at. ana a bappy e1fect bas been obtained _ 
The car's, stabilrty bas a lready bee:o inWcated. As r~»aJ"ds 
ridiJIb cooofort e"\"ttI qn-ite appreciable d~eriol':ltions 'in 
[< ).3,1 llurlacc a TC Qot ({'It. and unrlouhte<lly in J:,tOl'nJ riding 
it s.uns enormouslr O\"l:: r its DorcnaUy ~P[Ullg p:ed~~rs 
i o rnfm~ aDd cnruort. _ 

As a .... hole. in tu:t."3 quite rf"lJ13J"kablt compromiR ~ 
l]o(:e n :u:hicve-d brf,,·et'n, on the one ha.orl. th~ best poiots of 
toe sporyi m,a.c.hine i,n a.u:.ur.icy of bancllio.g:LCd road h C'!ld· 

m~ pH UII :11( p.1M . • 
. -- . 1, 1. . l)), -d r.\ L • • • ,,; - t ::.', ; • .• • . 

poll~ "1 ...d by 3. Jimilt'd nllmh:r of Il,)r !... ~.· ~ c":r-s - '. 1 
1U3. \.. lIlg Ihe tlri \"(' r f.-,-1 l h:" l lit' i~ ;l, &" ,(,,,1 ' !n\"tr" fit t 
at 1c·J.St pl.f1 of th(' lf1l t h is that Ih,' C<H itkif bv ' i ~'~ 1 
q u.d~ tks of rl"'tlgn mak..,s thlL1S ~ C.lSY b y re ~ Pondil1 ~. ~:. 
rt'7d.11y to tb~ controls, and encour:\g~ a good st\n~i ~ 
drw lDg. . 

The; br.;k('s m,:l1ch <veil ~jth LloJe P<' rformanc~_ To . . 
Lc >e kht"Cd hyd ra ulic , very e\' rn and b.. lanced in ....b('G ~ 
plk auoo. hrin !:mg Ib(' ~reed do wn sU fl'l y but YIlO..T.:~ 
fmm WI" hif:;h..r ~?t'<"<ls n-hf' D requireo. and in onlin ' 
r.J;ivlog till iuf: onl~ (o r a dq<ft'I' of t>"dal prt'SSur..: ~,~ 
is not_ sr)o:dally nocice-d. The d utch po..-d..... ruo'· r l.Ill: ~:"" · , 
light. and smooth starting'"' obtained without iWy s~ J 

Thought being given to the matter; there is plentv of ~ ~ 
lor the left foot on the cll.ltc.h pedal. It u; o( intrrt!1t. H. _ . 
the C3.C 00 which tbelle {j>[Q3fk.s ue based had COVtrcd 'r,.---
nnderstOt"ld. m any tbous.:wds. of milc-s beyond the li :C: ' 
('tid shown 0,' \h" milC;l!::C [ (""cord"r at th~ t im" of t bf' ',. _ 
II " ')1\ b.. n r;ti, ("d lha t Ih(· ':'f"""'<l<>ru(l~ r I,ll Ihl' ( aT \ ,. , _. h 
\''' i<~ oI<..<W":ll, witbin I m .p .h u!' t('l a r "i! <llnf:' !)I ';"": '" 
hi"hl!St rc.uJ.io.g SCC'D, in !:l\·(.nrl1..h, ( " l1 fi , lIo :\.:;, \O - .~~ "";. . _ ~ 

I h" {In d us: IXlsi tioo_ is or thf" ki.!ld which g; \-es '(I":t' :' - ~ 
dmce. th~ dOl"eT sitti.ng "lTd.!. up t o a thio-ri mlllN !j": :!_ '"". . 
s-pokc>d "'hf"C'i which iz tt'lf"SCopicall v adjulrtab!e ~ ~ ~~ 
01 ~ q llic-k.action lod"; n~ d~ \'iCT The 8~ll ]e\' M"-~:U-...b-~ ~ 
dnSl.· UI the ...·hC't--l rim . Ak-n(" i1.1l!(I;1;: the co:-:~: '" iI 
Grivc r u s~ to ~.G.5 is 'indiD~ to b..: cnticJ,j of t hr.j; ~ _~_ ~ 
brake,.It~I<:h ~I':'S by o,ot being o f the tnl">d~!"1l pi !<tt<i ' r.-?-~ 
t:TC--It 1S:l.ll . tlon~ It-""\-cr plar,..d ~. I'"(T! th,· !,' : . ~ 

5, 'a O\. b'ut of Lbc- norma; type- aod 1l0t tbr . Ry-off r"':-:ij"
fitteod pre... ious.Jr to M.e.s. Curioush-. i t ' ,,(Oms I!_l t ~ 
bt!O"~ , ."\l,· ~ile appI!'aling to th~ h ene-r driver, _is:-
'uruve1"sally lil:ed. _ . .'. ~ _ 

. . ..:<.. 
Hill-dimhiDg VeM"e '-.i\ 

'. -'j 
A £Teat dc..al of oorma}ruDoUlg. it v;ill be gaihe.n"<i . G .... -:i 

l.x COW'Tffl an top gear and !!eq ut.nUy the c.;u s.W":t,: ....~ ~ 
Tbe d riw'r hv th.e way in ~hi~ h it accde.rates Il?b-ill Oil ~'i>1 

. . ' . . .. . _. ... . -' .-!" ~ " :~ ...'II·itb a foil load: bot docidf'dly $~, .J~' ~!illlbs can bc;- r- -~:";r 
',of !"tt"f'pt'r gradients b y th~ use of third .and second ~ . : 

driver ""3.0ts to O\;b..i.n tht: utuJost from t.be car. A I)' l ... :t 
.rOaa.J. tn 9 hill 'l"ith a $harp GOntt"'0>3S-dimbed at 11t'.-.ri.'fo« 
..0 on ~ Q,'hiIst. the t ill 6-i gradient lrequet!tly inclo~ 

_ JIl ~ .4uWC<lr Iload il"Sts ..... a.s takPtl ata llIinirculD ol i~ 
. bf'lo,,' 30 Oil second gear, "' spl.ri~I"d , cl:;a..o~tlt pedorCl.ll:l"i' 

With no stQS(' of stnSl>. .. ........ , ..... ?!t 
In (he body .the ,,~e .of p6trshee hardwood is plt 3.';;,JI 

the inst:nJOlellts are tompactly grouped in £roDt of tbc d:-;'~ 
and cll'.a:1r but nnt aggrusivcly iI1mniru:too at night; 1. ~ 
point ",mung tht: minor COTltmls is OIPPr?Ciated. a PU!\h-~'lI~ 
poI.: control for the liS-bb. o,hieb is pa.rt:icul.l.tly t'asY:~ 

, OpUOItr. 1.1a:cimo m con\""('a.i~ce is Dot =lchi('>"ec\ by ~ 
fOr\,'3Td door .,.indo ..... l\'indtrs, which are placed. lo~ d~ 
bu t rr<'cIlnl<lbly rh<:' ;l rt' so arr.l D::ed to a wud J;c{1 :!":g't:! 
t h" way (>( tho: dri\'(r'~ ~nll (ronl pa~S<':ngcr's am\~ 1" :':!~ 
rear scat hoth a central foldIng a rm rest dnd Sid·: :l:-:;: ;" : 
,'r ~ Vrodded. and th e windows arc r>f sufficf" nf d""'l ~ it< 
good \" isihility fo r ~gers. A sliding: roo! i ~ i -!~("' 
afl'ording a rather small area o! opening, but in rna!'· 
r><>ople;'s opinion f:H be- ttcr thlll having a m:cd rocrl.. '~ , ,·.'I;celleDI view astern is gi-"cn b)' ~ d riv ing mlrr<1 r. 

Start.:llg from c(lld "-,,5 imml'diatl'" and the I'llgiDC serr 
<; •• ined ttmpr1"3.tu~. Use ful }ugga se capac ity i~ pr,)\;d , - . .'~. 
in tJlt tail. The eq uipQlr.n t inc1uol"S 3 J roc k ld l f"- r "":'~Il '·'''-R' .U~ ...X~£ 

• ;>Q&TlON h y draulk j:.cking ~~1 1'f\l . Thc ('!\s:inl'. is Inn' .::. : ,, ! , . -:;: 
In :oki ng with 11. ...·cr .... a CC e«sihle i~jtiofl t!il'! ri!,l! l'''r: ~ 

Mvu-urunents are taken .... ith Ule driving $ut At. ~ UDUaJ hattery. too . i.s idca.lly rh-ced Iloil"r thc bofH1("t ir. : ' . "' ~ 
p(>~il;on of lore I.Ild &11 adjustme.Dt. These: body d ia£r;utU container, and none of the 3Il x i:li;uics requi rinG p' .p.--.d l 

. are to ,we.. a tt~ntion strikes ()n~ as \)Ping inacct'Ssible . 

http:adjustme.Dt
http:equipQlr.nt
http:ttmpr1"3.tu
http:sitti.ng
http:plrtic'.lb
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THE 'ENTERPRISE ' RESTORATION 
by John Lawson . 

You may recall that in the last part at our saga <io the JUDe newsletter) I 
began describing our very amateur attempts to fit new carpet to 'Enterprise' and 
refit s ome of the interior trim. The carpetting work CQuld,witb hindsight,have 
been much more precise and I would therefore welcome readers' awn experiences 
of recarpetting a 'Y' Type and in particular some details as to the pattern of 
the original c",rpets <I seem to recall that they 'tfere in one piece which 
included a section which covered the rear half of the propshaft tunnel a nd fit 
over and around t be hand brake lever). Heedless to say my mother's adv ice and 
expertise was invaluable in completing t he recarpetting . Two brand new heavy 
duty black rubber mats ior tbe front 'foot wells' add the practical finishing 
touch to a job of reasonable appearance. The interior of the car had begun to 
take an a much more cozy look . 

Whilst I had been waiting for the Dew underfelt and carpet to arrive 1 had 
tried to gather together all those small pieces of interior trim <wooden rai ls 
covered with ' leathercloth ' ) which would be needed to complete the interior. At 
around the same time I had ordered from Voolies a batch of chrome counter-sunk 
screws with cup washers and I was to find that the 1" screws were the longest 
necessary. The l" size were more than adequate. ,thougb,for most appropriate areas 
of the interior trim. At a local rally 1 had had the good fortune to be able to 
photograpb the inside of a fairly original YE. I was thus able to get a fair 
idea of where all those assorted pieces of interior tr i m went. Yhen t he 
countersunk screws and cup washers arrived from Woolies I s et about replacing 
the pieces which fit either side of the rear seat <thos e to which the arm rests 
are fitted> one horizontal under the f ixed side window and one vertical down 
its forward edge. I fixed in place the side panels forward of the fron t doors 
(the nearside one has what I can only describe as a tube of leathercloth into 
which the spare wheel compartment key locates,for that is where it Is kept; 
where the passenger can easily reach itD and I also fitted the long pieces 
which cover tbe central door post and the semaphore arm fixings . Fitting just 
these pieces in place plus,of course,the carpet as described previously,gave the 
interior a much more complete and comfortable look. On the whole I was pleased 
with bow this all went . One can feel lDost enthusiastic at the beginnillg of 
Spring and hence,things SeeD to get done with a feeling of accomplishnent and 
satisfact10n. 

I would mention only four other items. The leathercioth-covered fibreboard wh1ch 
f1ts between the carpet and the lower edge of the rear seat pan can be fixed 
-more effectively,perhaps,with sIIIan counter-sunk screws than with the often 
fiddly origi nal-type biffurcat ed rivets . Relocation of the piece of wood against 
whicb the fibreboard rests and into the cut-out of which the carpet must slot 
needs to be very precise so that the fibreboard locates vert ical ly. 

The snap-on edge trim in green for the door surrounds which I mentioned in 
issue Do .69 is very easy to fit <provided one measures the length necessary 
very precisely >. In our case,though,problems were encountered at the base of the 
door openings where tight-fi tting floorboards had not allowed sufficient space 
between tbemselves and the door surround rim onto which the snap-on edge t rim 
had to be pushed. Some cbiselling away of the floorboard wood was necessary 
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(thus disturbing the carpet rails and carpet). The green edge trim does look 
pleasing) though ,eV"en if it io; not original. 

Both grab strap material and window bl1"od cloth had been purchased '.... ith the 
car from its prev ious owner. I therefore assumed,wrongly as it turned. out,that 
the material supplied was correct for the job ,being as near original as 
possible. In the case of the rear window blind it turned out to be much too 
thick. The bl1Dd,oDce fitted. ,would unroll when the operating cord was pulled but 
would not roll itself up again once the cord was released. As regards pOints of 
originality,there are two pulleys and five screw eyes to support the cord . One 
of the pulleys is fitted between the rear s ide window and tbe rear window ; the 
other ,I believe,should go immediately abolle the centre of the rea r window. The 
rear window blind is beige in colour. The rear shelf upon which the blind rests 
should be covered in beige headlining cloth if originality is sought. Ours is 
painted green to match the rest of the slightly modified interior. 

As regards grab s t raps (or iginals were beige in colour) there appear to have 
been two types. Hine were in the form of a loop of braided beige material of 
about 1" thickness with rubber insect. The length of tbe grab straps was about 
7". One of these original straps had been COllered in the replacemen t green 
braided material,stitched over the tap of the original by the previOUS owner. 
The resultant strap was thicker but not,of course ,completely original. \Ie 
debated whether t o undo their stitching and thus restore the one strap to its 
original appearance or to cover the other strap in green and thus make a 
match i og pair which would appear in keeping with our modified 'all green' 
interior. We chose the latter optian,in the main. because the remaining uncovered 
(beige) grab strap looked quite frail in parts and no doubt the other one bad 
probably been similar before its green material cover i ng was sewn on . Ve did 
not tbin.k: it wise,therefore,to disturb it . 

The other type of grab strap one occasionally sees takes the form of a 'rope' of 
similar length to the looped strap previously described. This 'rope' bears a 
knob at the lower end and an illustration of it can be seen if you look 
carefully at illustration P.19 in the IB 'Workshop Han~l (P.22 in tM YA 
Manual ). 1 would suggest that the illustration has pre-war Morris origins and 
that grab straps of that type were never,in fact,fitted to 'Y' Types. Anyone care 
to prove me wrong ? 

At around this time I fitted an original Lucas windscreen demister that I had 
acquired. In order to get the two suc kers to bold firmly on t he glass a mod icur.l 
of windscreen sealing compound bad to be used (a bit messy this; use wh i te 
spirit to rellove the excess). I also removed the ai r filter,cleaned. it in a bath 
of petrol as recommended in the manual,painted it gloss black and refitted it. 

Apart from the headl1ning,then,.the interior was,by the end. of 1982,co.:m.plete. 
So was tbe exterior. One substantial problem remained . Try as I migh t I could 
not get the brakes to work at full efficiency. In addition,the near-side rear 
barkes were not freei ng off proper ly after application of the handbrake. In the 
next episode I will relate how,during 1983,our restoration project seemed to 
lose its way and then how,in 1984, the final problem was at last overcome so 
that 'Enterprise' could at last take to the road once more . 
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Excellent YA chassis £50 ono; Excellent YA rearaxle case t5; Rear springs £10 
pair i New clutch driven plates (8" ) t7 j New clutch cover assembly <714") .t15; 
Excellen t heavy-duty front shock absorbers (conversion fo r 'Y' Types , fit in 
place of Jackal! jacks ,ex- r a lly mod' ) t 15; Front suspension spares; Brake drums; 
'Wiper cables etc. State requirements. CODtact: Colin Dye, , 

 , 'f/.Sussex, . 

Doors in very good condi tion. Tel :  
. -. 

"Complete bonnet with lock down fasteners (in mint condition). Front of!-side 
wing in very goad condition. Bath frolll 1952 YB. Tel:  

Remains of 1950 YA for sale. t20 . Contact il.r.Alis tair Greathead,  
Co.Durham nel : ) at ... eekends ooly . 
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" ',' .. ,:. . ..... ... 

Cars For ~~;~'~ I ' :~  
. . ' 

19Si ' YA. Ivar"! " (interior beige;'. " Fully restored,original beige leather 
uph:llstery,beautiful condition. £3,250. Te l:  " . 

YA. "For spares. i250. Tel : ". 

418 	 Y 61 46. 1950 YA. 'AHe 862', "Requires complete restorat ion . Ma ny spares 
available. Tel:  

127 	 Y 5063. 1950 '( A. XPAG/SC/C46548. 'FRt 211' . Shires Green with beige 
interior. "Unused hm years, Various spares included . Contact 
Mr.J.S.BevingtOQ,    Sussex. Tel : 

 
. . 

386 19527 YB? 'U:KG 706', "Engine and rolling chassis. Contact )iT.Teacher on 
. 

975 	 Y 4593. 1950 YA . XPAG/SC/14395. 'HGD .5$S'. Green . "Engine has been 
profesSionally rebuilt. Rewired.- stakes overhauled. Interior in good 
cond ition . Origipal HMV r adio. Yell documented history. Spares included. 
Tel:  or contact 
Xr.T.C~lernan, , S~r:ey" . 

993 	 1949 YA . "All mechanical work from chassis up restored to a high standard. 
Bo9.:ywork fully restored and in .priiiler. a,lOO ana. Contact: Hr,D .F.Hill, 

 Isle of Jian. Tel :  (Home) 
or  <Office)". 

, 
136 Y 5100. 1950 Y/L XPAG /SC I14 8 13 . 'KXJ 912 '. }faraaD. "Purchased. in 1958 by 

present owner a~d .qu~ently in quite good order. Regularly maintained. 
Contact: :Krs .F.C,L,"Taylor, ,Lancs". Tel:  

64 	 1952 YB. Red. "Exgellent' conditi0Il: ' Rea.~ . ~y~catcher. Offers to  
. , :' 

113 	 1'8. "Dismantled tC;i 'rSpare.s; all parts availaple, Tel:  
I 	 ~ ~~ , . .. . 

282 	 1953 IB; "Garaged for last.40 ' te.ar~ , St1~l ·i.n. original condition. Tel : . \ 	 . ., . ..~ .. ; '. ~ \. ,. ,1 ' " 
,.' . 

823 	 Y 5330. 1"9~0 YA. xPA<!/SC/~5\.6.?-, "'lifs 132'. Black with maroon inter ior . 
Subject of major' r~nov9-t-ion 'programme thq.ugh·': II:ot to concours standard. 
Rewired,new door 'surround trim,oew wooI head1rlnj,ng,lighting to original 
spec. ,recently recond i t ioned eD8i~e,ovet<1J.~:Vied/new bra.king system ,body 
repaired witb metal w.l:rere nepesSa r y.(new ,wooden ' floor panels etc ., e tc. 
Rapid l y appreciating . in value,tbe carl 'wfll , be ~up.pUed with 1~ mon t hs 
X.a.T. when sold. t1,~7:;, Co~taot b~hd Ransome' 6,~ for 
further deto\ls. " ., \1 ' ,. ' ,t:! 
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