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EDITORIAL 

I took 'Enterprise' for an M.O.T . a few weeks ago. Despite spending the last few 
months trying to get t he brake light s witc h to work again,sbe failed; this time 
because ,firstly,in the opionioD of the tes t er,tbere was tao much play i n the 
steering colUDn upper felt bush. and,secondly,because appa rently the near-side 
rear brake was bind i ng. To 1llustrate what a 'bit and miss ' affair the M.O.T. 
t est can s ometim8-s be.particular ly in relat ion to our type of car ,I would !lake 
the follow ing com.ments in the hope that they migh t provide some food for 
thought f OT s ome of my readers. 

To begin wi th t he tester was a little concerned that a goad quantity of oil was 
dripping down onto his e~pensive DeW ra mps i roDl the split-pin filled bole in 
t he bell-hOUSing which is designed to take tJ,way any oil which leaks through 
from the engine whe n the 011 seal begins to deteriorate (or even,accordiog to an 
artic le 1n t his i6Sue ,wben the oil seal 1s new! ) Fair enough, though not part of 
the test ,it seems that the oil seal may have det eriorated during the winter. 
Then on asking me to operate t he traff icators he had trouble fi nding them. Be 
was looking at t he wings! I don't think: he had s een s emaphore arms beiore! 

I'll agree with him that there was a lot or play in the steering col umn and 
tha t it would not t end to fill anyone new t o the car with confidellce . However,on 
returning hODle I r ead my X.O. T. t es ter's :Manual and apparently ,accord1ng to page 
12, Mfor rack and pinion mechanisD5,freE play in excess of ¥.!" should be 
considered excess ive". There certainly wasn't free play i n excess of W' a t my 
steering wheel. 

Next,as regards t he binding brakes,on later inspection this was lmpossible to 
detect when spinning the wheel by hand . I suspect that the modern sensitive 
eqUipment now used by all X.O.!, testing stations can detect something ..,h ich, in 
the past,would not have been Doticed . I backed the adjuster off one notch. OD 

that wheel. ~lll th is have cured t he problem,! wander ,a.nd when will I have the 
courage to t ake the car for another test a od risk lOSing £10 + V.A.T. if it is 
failed again ? 

I make the above comme nts not because 1 have any q uarre l with the person who 
tested my car . I do not . He called it "'$ he saw it and J have the satisfaction 
of knowing t hat the test was ve r y thorough and that,apart from the items 
mentioned above,'Enterprise' i s in g ood roadworthy condition. Of course ,I coul d 
have appea led agaiost the decision but then I would have had to pay another fee 
and had another test carri ed out anyway . I could have gone home,made the 
necessary repairs a nd taken the car back for are-test (thus,perhaps saving 
myself any more expense) but,as I can't really afford the Road Tax anyway ,why 
bother ? Dh \<fell !!!! 

http:wander,a.nd


REGISTER NEWS Receot Discoveries 

R~gis;ter- Nu:rnbe:r 637 
Chass is Numbe r Y6488 
Engine Numbe r SC I 16294 
L i r.:e nce Plate U.MG314 
Body Number 5160/5107 
Sub-Type YA 
Year of }1"anuf' 5 1 
Owner's Name Riber Cast le Muse um 
Owner Number 804 
Car Location Derbyshire ENG 
Exterior Col our n / k 
1nterior Colour 

Regi~ter Nu:rnoer 154 
Chassi s Number YBI 041 
Engine Number SC2/17932 
Licence Pl ate KZ8088 
Body Numbe r 6676 / 858 
Sub-Type 	 YB 
Year o f Manui ' 5 3 

Owner's Name Harris lUP 

Owne r Number 810 

Car Location Ca, Antrim NI 

Exterior Colour Green 

Inter ior Colour B 

CARS FOR SALE, 

820 	 1950 VA. 'GC084 , "K .O.T. Mechanically po:rfect ,ioteresting registration. 
t3,OOO o .n.O. Tel:  (day> ,  (eveni ngs) ". 

168 	 '{ IT / EXR 4827. 1950 YT. 'EKS23 1 , "Complete. Body very rougb . Chassis 
apparentl y reasonabl e . Complete r es torat ion req uired. Spare chas sis 
frame ,suspensions ,wheels , two petrol tan);.:s,chrome radiator 
surround,bonoet,front vaiance ,and froot inner wings . Unused and periect 
hood and side c urtains. N.T .G. rear r epair panel and fibreglass spare wheel 
compartment cover, Best offer ove r £2,000. Contact : Nigel Hancock,  

,Kerseyside ,  Tel : ." 

44 9 	 "X .G . 'Y' Type . Beautifully restored ch",ssis ,sandblasted,zinc metal 
s prayed , three coats stove ena mel ,s tainless steel fittlngs etc . New mart ne 
ply floorboards,varn i s hed,wlth stainless steel f i t t ings. Rad iator stove 
ena melled; excellent condition. Shock absorbers r econditioned. Steeriog 
co lumn a nd steerlng rack reconditioned "'oct stove enamelled . Nearside front 
wing ex~llent,l n primer . Front nose piece excellent,in primer . Springs 
reconditioned and painted. New exhaust s ystem. Bumper bar blades 
rechromed. lIew headlights. Numerous otber parts i nclud i ng dasb panel "lith 
1nst ru.m.ents,doors,bonnet,radiator gril le,jack iog system,front seat,rear seat. 
Id~l basis for r ebuild. Te l: Tony HeMon on   
(evenings and weekends)." 
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PARTS FOR SALE 

"Near m1nt c opy of the lli Litre K.G . YB Vorkshop Kanual. Tel: Mr .R.Gunning on 
" . 

YB Workshop Manual a od Parts List (hoth original and in good condition>. 
Offers ,please to: Mr .K.Taylor,  

YAITC 'cut-out'; wheel cylinder & master cy linder rubbers (new);trafficators 
(new); spotlaDps (v.good) ; TelYA oil filter (new); 16~ tyre~ (new); radi.ator 
shell lind radiator (v.good); front valance (v.good); bonnet (v.good); wheels 
(v .good); differentials ( v .grnxl.) j halfshafts (9' .good) j headlamps (w1 th Lucas 
badge) (new); front exhaust bend ; manifold; air intake (new,with 1(·9· price still 
on); seat back ashtray (v.good): bumpers (VB); jacks ; j ack PUllPSj steer i ng rack; 
steering column; horn centre; '0' lamps; 'Y' sales leaflet (mi nt); YT sales 
leaflet <mint); 'Y' owners' handbooks Cx2) (mint>; windscreen a nd other glass; 
plus lots of other parts . Contact: /lr .P.F.West ,  
Essex,  . 

"Y Tyye 1.25 inch S .U. single carb (H2); new . Offers to: David Pallant,  
,Norfolk  

MEMBERS' COLUMN 

Trevor Austin : At the foot of page 34 01 my 'TA' Owners' Handbook there appears 
the following sentenc e : "A spare quart can of N.O.L . Engine 011 
is i ncluded in the car's equipment". As this sentence does Dot 
appear in all owners' bandbooks (it does not appear in my 
Januar y 1951 edition - edJ can anyone te1l me when the 
inclusion of this can of oil as part of the original equipment 
of the car ceased and,where t he can was supplied,where it was 
stowed on the car ? I should like to acqUire ODe of these 
original quart cans a nd if anyone knows where I can find one 
would be pleased to bear from them. 

Secondly,I shou l d like to bave the clock in my car repaired. 
Does anyone kno..., of an organisation wbich undertakes such 
work ? 

Lastly,and again referring to tbe Owners' l::Iandbook,on page 16 
tbe pedal rubbers are shown as baYing ')f.G .' mouldings. Is this 
just a case of '"rtistlc licence' of were cars supplied 
originally witb such pedal rubbers? Again,lf posSible, I should 
like to acquire a set of these. 

Correspondence on any of the above paints,please,to:  
Surrey 

STOP PRESS !!! (P8~tS For Sale): 

Crankshaft and set of conrads ( original and never used) . Contact : Mr.l.Baxter, 
Lark Lane Motor Museum , Tel: 

  ) . 

19 ­



tHE 'ENTERPRISE' RESTDRATIDll 
Th€ Last Episode - at last ! 

by John Lawson , 

1983 seemed to pass with little progress. In June of that year my father ,who 
readers will be aware ,had,since tbe beginning i n December 1977 ,contributed 
significantly to tbe progress of the restoration with endless encouragement,wise 
words and practical a5-6istance in all weathers,passed away. Toe 'Enterprise' 
restoration seemed to lose its way. Toe problem with t he brakes narrated in the 
last episode seemed insoluable and quite beyond me. I couldn't seem to make that 
fina l effort to get the car finished and X.D .T. 'd . 

If 1983 had been one of our worst years, then 1984 was to be ODe of our best. 

In Kay I showed 'Enterprise ' to a new friend,someone who'd belped lie through 
the bad times of the previOUS yelJ.I . Her genuine delight at seeing the car made 
me vow that somehow I would make that final eHart . Over the next SiK months I 
sorted out the head lamp I·dring short,rewiring part of the loo.ID,and t ried to 
solve the problem of tbe brakes myself. TheB ,when I'd done all 1 could,I turned 
to our Sp~es Secretary,Tony Brier. I was sure he'd have so much work in hand 
that I would have to wait sometime before he could carry out the work necessary 
on 'Enterprise' .. And ho... was 1 to get 'Enterprise' across the Pennines to 
Yorkshire? I'll always be immeasurably thankful to Tony for what he did. He 
kindly arranged to do the work right away and was even able to arrange very 
efficient transportation for my YB to his workshOp. Transportatton was 
undertaken by Nicholas.A.Dawson of Unit 3,Onderbank Kills,Dunford 
Road,Bolmflrth,Huddersf1eld ,Ii .Yorkshire <Tel: 0484-687299 or 6620 18 ) who was 
friendly and punctual. It ....as arranged that Tony would do any ....ork necessary to 
have the car M.O.T.'d and secretly I felt that,in the e'1ent ,there might be a few 
failure areas besides the brakes <the front suspension ,for instance,had not been 
rebuilt ). lIaag1ne my surpr ise and delight,therefore,after eight years of work 
wheo,only a few days later ,I received in the post from Tony an M.O.T. certificate 
for 'Enterprise' - at last! 

Tony had carried out the following work for me ; 

(1) Copper brake p1pes fitted throughout (I bad purchased a set same 
years previously>. 

(11) New master cylinder fitted. 

(11i> Rew near- side hand brake cable fitted ( the previOus one bad 
eventually seized completely). 

In addition,oD carrying out this work,he noticed and remed ied a few ham-fisted 
errors of mine: 

(.eo) A rear brake pull-off spring had nat been located properly . 

(b) The near-side front stub axle nut had had 1ts thread stripped when r 
had tried to remove the left -hand threaded nut,r1ght-handed ! ! 

(c) fron t brake hose copper washer had been incorrectly fitted . 
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(d) A near-side r ear brake shoe was bent (how ? ) 

(e) The front wheel brake clyinders were fitted upside down (the whys and 
wherefores of this subject are explained 1n "Xerobers Tips" Issue ,No.71 a nd 
are recommended read ing for YB owners) 

For several days 1 could hardly believe that at last the final step had been 
achieved . Eight long years of s ometimes seemingly impossibl e tasks in al l 
kinds of atrociOU6 weather,egery weekend . And DOW I could at last drive 
'Enterprise' on the road! 

\lell,this is nearly t be end of our saga;one whicb has lasted since episode ODe 
appeared as ' Individual Car Histories lfo.l - YB1524' 1n Issue No.2 of 'The 
Classic Y' in Xarcb 1978 . It bas spanned t'"....enty -one episodes and ,like tbe 
restoration itself,seemed never-ending. In a f urther article I will go on to 
relate initial d r i ving impress ions and mai ntenance work necessary during the 
first year on the road since restoration - 1985. A car such as my YB however 
is never 'finished' as such. Kaintenance work and improvements continue . In 
1985,tbough,I was golng to enjoy driving ber. My father,I know,""ould be very 
proud . 

This i s near ly the end of t he saga but I feel that I must make mention of one 
last aspect of the rebuild before closing, On 27th October 1980 [ ordered from 
N.T .G . .Kater Services Ltd of Ipswich a Dew chrome headlamp bar (catalogue no. 
C808). It was received on 19th March 1981 and rema ined in i ts ""rappi ng until 
12th July 1981 when it was i nstalled on the car. Between tbat t ime and late 
1982 'Enterprise' was never left outside the garage in the rain or wasbed. <the 
car was not externally complete until 5th September 1982). The garage 
'Enterprise' is kept 1n is a dry ooe. During 1983 ,however ,after being washed 
down a couple of times chrome began to flake off the near-side of the head la mp 
bar. The ell.-posed meta.l ap~red to be steel,not a brass coating ; the c Dro.ming 
process would seem to have been carried. out directly onto steel! By late 1983 
there was very little c hrome left on the near-side of the head1am p bar. Between 
January and October 1985 the exposed part of the head lamp bar on the off- side 
of the car also lost all its 'chrome',the flakes peeling off looking for all the 
wor l d like tin foil! The original 32 year old chromed parts of the carj 
head lamps ,windscreen surro\JIId ,spotlamps and grille are in fair l y good condition. 
The 'ne\<l' headlamp bar ,front and rear bumpers and 'D ' lanps ,bowe'ler ,show 
degradation ranging from total lack of chrome to the beginnings of pi tting, ! 
must s tate however-,to complete an unbiased picture,that the chrome on the 'new' 
ext erior door bandles,badge bar and boot hinges s eems to be holding up wel L 
But ,oh! tbat head lamp bar; it's a aisgrace! 

Membe rship Sacret lfy /~g1.stu r /£dltor: 
J .C. uwson, . 


Magazine Printing: 

U.K . Edi t ion : Proncap ri ll e Lt d. 
U.S. Editton: Cbir10tta Luer,  , NeIJ J.rs ey. 


Spar~, Secrecary: 

A.Brier , W.Yorks,H ,England. 


Easn r n Unit e d StaCU, Ch8 p t er: 

Mrs.C.M .Luer .  ,New Jersey ,  


U. S. We~t Coast Contact : 
G.R .Skopecek [II, ,C.lifornia,9  


'The Cl assic Y' is pubUshed by SI<.yco 1 Publ icacions. 


The COntent o f t he artic l e s and the cechnic a l advice a ppearing 1n this 
magadna re present the vi . ....s o f the resp ective c on tri.b utors and nOt nec essaril y 
tbose of the editor o r tbe publ ishers. Tbe MGY !R cannot be h eld responsible 
f or any l os s or damage res ulting ftom cbe impleme ntation of any advi c e 
appaaring i n tbi s ma gaz ine . 
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THE ARDILL FAMILY M.G. YT 
Part 11. 

Parts ,..ere obtained from local suppliers J import"ed direct 
from the U. K. and some from wrecking yards and $\.. ap meetings. In 
addition other owners of YT's were written to and some were able 
to help with some hard t o get items . Some other items were fabricated. 

The carS were totally dismantled with the exception of the 
diff centres and the gearboxes. These items were given to a n under­
standing mechanic wh o c hecked them, declared the diff centre O.K. 
and did some work on the gearbox including th e replacement of some 
be a rings. 

EXAMPLE OF RUST - SILLS 

Th e block~ crankshaft and c amshaft were selected from t he 
dismantled po\..er plant components and taken to a machine shop for 
checking and machining. The block was bored to suit ove rsize pistons 
and the crankshaft ground to suit undersize bearing. Building up 
of the camshaft was necessary and new bearings were fitted. New valve s , 
springs and valve guides togetheC" with a slight surface skim were 
included in the programme for restoration of the head. Assewbly 
of the engine components was carried out very carefully with lots 
of care being given to the installation of seals and gaskets. Desp i te 
all the care the dreaded XPAG rear bearing leak materia lized. Thus 
one of th e last stages of resto ration i nvolved the mo cor being 
remo ve d from the car and the rear sea l replaced along with a judicious 
application of silastic to cure the problem. 

The chassis, body, guards etc. were sand blasted a nd primed. 
After necessary repairs being effected the chassis wa s painted with 
black Acran two pack paint which gave a very ha rd and durable finish 
to f ac i litate future ~ cleaning. The body, guards and various panels 
were taken to the panel beater who set about re p a ir ing the dings 
and hump s ac cumulated over the years. He also directed his a tte nt io ns 
to the rusted sills, spare wheel compartment floor and rea r seat 
floor . 
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While this was in progress I remo ve d the door skins from their 
wooden f rames a pains-c 3king job and then repl ac ed the rotted 
sections of the fr ames and reglued and tigh t e ne d up the whole fra mes. 
Th e door skins were than cleane d , painted on the inside, reassembled 
and then taken to the pan e l sho p fo r exterior painting. The spare 
chassis was als o taken to the panel beater to ens ure that the body 
was set up pr operl y especiall y while t he sills were replaced. 

-.  

DASHBOARD DURING RESTORATION - GAUGES INSTALLED 

Afte r much deliberation Molly and I selec ted t he origina l 
YT ivory as the b ody work colour. The original p aint formula wa s 
obtained and the Acran paint mixed to the formula to ensure origin ­

,-... ality. 

I built up a rolling c hassi s while the body was bei ng repa ired 
and painted. Fr ont and rear suspensi on, brakes and steering were 
compl etely ove rhauled and as sembled on the chassis along \·Jith repaired 
and p a inted wheel s . New t yres and tubes (5.25 x 16) we re imported 
fr om New Zealand, the only place. where they are still made. 

The body and al l painted panels were collected fro m t he panel 
shop, careful ly taken home and I set about r eassembli ng the body 
on the chass i s - and the guards etc. onto the body. 

All miscel laneous small parts were c leaned and painted befor-e 
reassembly and where necessary nut s and bolts we~e hand painted after 
assembl y . 

The assembled moto r and gearbox wa s insta lled , later to be 
remove d in an atte mpt t o stem the rea r b ear ing drip which I now ac ce pt 
in the same mann er as Nuffield did when they p rov i ded the drip hole 
in th e b ell housing. 

Gradually , she gr ew with suc h i tems as radiator, hoses, 
generator, starte r, carbies , battery, gQjl.ges etc. . being installed. 
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Templates for th e floor boa rds and boot floor were made from 
cardboard and new sections were cut fr om 3/8 " marine ply and fitted 
to the car after painting. 

The wh ole process was not quite thi s o rgan i sed an d I made 
my s h a r e of mi stakes and occasional l y got the assembl y out of sequence. 

eg: The petro l tank was not fitted prior to bolting the body 
onto the chassis and proved to be the subject· of much 
juggling and cursing . Similar'ly renewal o f p e dal shaft 
bushes was overlooked and proved an arduous tas k \"ith 
the body in place. 

However, a part from these var i ous problems caused b y my 
. ine x pe rience, t h e project proceeded and sudden l y I reali sed YT 3779 
was mo bile. 

Wh at a thrill that first trip around the block was al be.i t 
the fact that dr'iver and passenger were seated on boxes. 

THE FIRS T TRIP AROUND THE BLOC K 

After this experience work proceeded at an increased rate 
hood irons were cleaned and fitted and much to my consternatio n 

we re way out of plumb . No a mount of coaxi ng could fix this proble m 
and fina ll y in desperation about 1" was cut o u t of o ne sectio n and 
o n e anchor point relocated. I t appeared that the assembly may have 
been "skew - wiEE" since ne w. 

f ront. seat buckets were repair'cd a nd new ta cki ng strips made 
up and fi t ted . All the rechromed goodi es were att ached and finall y 
the car \-1 a 5 rea dy for trimming in gl'een leather and vinyl whic h 
had purchased some 2~ years ea rl ieC' . The he.od, tonn e au a nd s ide 
curtains were made fro m brown sal t and peppe r material very simi l ar 
to the o rigina l. 
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