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ED I TORI AL 

30mE? infor lDiltion rec,=otl y .:aiile to light (prov i ded by Kr-L.G.}IIorri:;s of 
Essex ) concerni ng ' Y' Types with '-HG' regtst r ,at.i ons. "!e ~lready 

}Jild OD the Ro?gister ' MG7~51 7 ' and ' lo:ij7437 ' \<"lth a. report ~brne y ears ago tha t 
another w",s for s ale i n London. Appa r ent ly . Noe ls: i n · the six t i es, the :following 
"ddi t iontl l (;3rs a l so existed: ' }!G7.J40 ' , ' MG7309 ' a nd 'MG725S ', ' Now ' MG7317 ' 
is a 1953 YB and t hat reg i stra tion was trans ferred t o it on 26th Ju ly 1956 
<the car was previ ousl y reg i s t ered ' TPG236 ' ) . ' )o1G7 3 17 ' was, c e rtainly not a 
' University Motors' car so I doubt very )C',Jc~. ....hether -any Qf" t_he other 'MG' 
reg:'1tered cars were. Unfortunately noth i n;g "'1s known' a bou t a ny of the ot her 
c ars except that 'JoiG7437' is a 1948 YA. Thus it 1s in ter_es ~ ins to specu late 
whether some enterprising car deal er · ~"3S re..=;po nSi"b1e·-- ·t or,·t he vlho lesal e 
t ransier of a small batch of ' MG ' r egSitra:ti.ons 'onto 'Y' Types someti me in 
the fifties. The ' }!G ' registration numbe r s', quote d. a re,by- the Way ,pTe-War 
311ocb-tians" 

Some un f ortuM te news I have to re late is th1:it, for the time being, we \~ill be 
I) nab l e to supply a ny more photocopies of .workshop man u.al s, owners handbooks 
3.ud sales brochures. I ~:il l let you knO\".' in t hi s col umn if the necessary 
faci 1 1 ties e naol i og thes e publ ica tlons. to be:" produced are "re- instat~d in the 
fut ure. 

'fe do ha ve a n addit ional ' regalia ' i t e m no;i~ aVB_1 Iable, howe 'ler . ~ta lls are 
as fa] l o","'S : 

Embroidered Blazer / Overalls B~dges 

(shOl,f ing tM 	Regi s ter 's e olea i n H ack and ~h· ite) 
(sal e as windscreen ~ tic ke r ') 

£6.50 each (includin g UK postage ) 

(plea;e 311o~ ,j • 6 l,feeks for deljvery as t~ese ace orderea and pr .odut.e.d .on a 'one·!)ff' basis) 

, 23rd July 1987, 

Me !Jbers hip ~etretary/Re9!strar: J.S.lawson-,  

Spares Secretary: A.Brier,   


Eastern United States Chapler: I1rs.C, n. Lue r, :N.e w .Jersey",0 

U. S. ~~st Coast Contac t: 6.R . Skopece~ III,  . California,  


'The Classic Y' is publi shed by SkY((I1 Publiut ions . 
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REGI S TER NE WS Recent Dlscov@rles 

Regi s ter Nu~be~ 1 28 
Chassis Numbe r Y398 1 
En g 1ne Numbe r SC/ 13519 
Licence P l a t e UMG7 1 
Body Nu mber n / k 
Sub-Type VA 
Yea r of Hanu f' 49 
Owne r's Name Grif f it h s RF 
Owne r Number 873 
Car Location Chesh1re ENG 
ExterI o r Co l our Black 
Inter ior Colour G 

Reg1_ter Nu=ber 1 53 
Chassi s Numbe r Y69 0 o:. 
Engine Number SC /D'5646o:-, 
Licenc e Plat e KKV 402 
Bo dy Numbe r n /k 
~;.; t>-l'ype YA 
Ye3r o f Ma nuf' 51 
O...me r ' s Name Cl ough D 
Owner Number 87 0 
C"r Locat i o n Co, Du rham ENG 
Exterior Colour Su n Bt-o nze 
lnte.lor Colou r B 

R_51 _ te r N u =ber 291 
Gho!\ssis Numbe r YB 0 9 'iO 
E ng 1n~ Nu mber SC~' / 1 78'51 

L1 -:-enc e P l ate NOM95~' 
Body Nu mbe r 68511 
.sub- Type YB 
Yer.tr at Manui' 53 
O\,'n t:?r' ':: Na me 'itli l11ams D 
O\"'n>? T !lumber 7~O 

C~r Loc a t ion ''I.', Midlands ENG 
Exto?r1or Colou r Black 
Interior Col our B 

Regis-t::',er NLlrnber- 644 
Ch~ssis Numbe r YB l l54 
Ensin~ Numbo?r SC2 /1 7106 
L1 *=enc€ Plate HDN533 
Body Number 67691 
S\I b- Type Y8 
Year of Manuf' 53 
OWn€ r' s Na me Phill i ps L 
Owner Number 8 76 
Car Location New Jersey USA 
Exteri or Colou r Blac k 
In te rior Colour B 



----------

CA R S F OR SALE 

301 	 1949 Yr . "4-passenger tour i ng roadste r. Onl y 877 ever built! Complete 

restoration 1982. Dr iven less than 1500 miles si nce. 1st- i n-c lass 1984 GoF 

VEST. BRG .... i t h tan leather interi or ,black hood,tonneau "nd side cu rt",lns 

Built-in hydr aulic Jacking system . Luggage boot . Ke.: hanicall y perfect 

concours winner. Pictures on reques t. $1 7,500. Dave lo'e l l1 ngton ,  


, VA 98006 . ph : ." 


128 	 "¥A Saloon . 1949. UKG71 . Tax: a nd MoT to 1988 . Original, including some 

s pares . £2,000. Tel: ." 


64 	 19'52 VB. "Re- sprayed ver mi llion . 10 superb condit1on . Ni ne montbs 

M. o .T.,tdxed ,in daily use . Must be seen . .t2 ,750 ana. Tel:  

(]( lddlese:<> ." 


'7()9 	 )951 YA . "Dr i ven r egula r ly,requlres s ome attention to malie perfect.  
Intermittent h istory back t o 1966 . Offers around .i-l ,9'5v . Tel :  


fo r i u-r- tber deta1 1s. ~ 


PARTS FOR .SAL E: 

"Sales f older for TD Mi dget and 1\4 li t re salooD,export ecl.ltlon,Harch 19 '3 0). 

Perfec t condition , tlQ. Te l: " . 


Orig i na l M.G. '"1' Type literature for sale: 

1. 	 "Trader" Service r:'~ ta 110.144. Supplement tr: 'The Motor Trader ' 2nd 

June 19 48. 10~" x 8" 8pp. 


2 . 	 YB ,s",les Brochu re . lOW' x 812" 8 pp c :::.:;:..:r (no ref l. 

3. 	 Illus trated Li st of Par ts. Issue 1,1947 (ref no . 2711 0 (49747». Red 
cover . 

4. 	 Vorks bop Manual (Ser ies IB>. 1958 (ref no. 29/15 <1$073> I O/58-1 l!l ). 

Also ,bra nd new set (8) of Nintex brake linings for 'Yo Type. Prefer to s wap for 
M.G. literature. 

Contact: /ltr.R. H .Mace, Cornwall ,  Tel: 
 . 

PART .S "'\vANTED 

Sun-rOOI,comp lete; s et of door check ·straps; fuel filler cap. Contact: 

Mr .D.G .RJ ch!.ngs,  Oxford,  


CARS FOR SALE, 

90 "1951 H.G. YA. 'U1'l:G4 22'. Tax and X.D.T. Origina l log books and haDdbGe~S 
M.O .T.s f or las t 15 years. W'ell mainta ined and extre able . OL D.  
Every t hing works ,even t he clock (someti ertor good apart f rom. 

driver's seat <spare l eathe ava ilable). Needs r espray as the pa l nt 

is flaking. Ver ... ".Jery little r ust . £'1 ,7 00 ono. Spares available . 


SO.L.D~ in Dye on  



Weddmg Oay C:, .-
As a member 01 Iha MG Owners Club. my fian _ 
cee and I were hoping to lind a tallow member 
who would be prepared 10 offer their car and act 
as a chauffeur on our Weddrng Day on Sep-
tember 12Ch. 1987 

We are to be married at SI Pauls Church. 
,BroughlOn. Near Wrexham. ClwyO': $0 obviously 
It would be an advanlage to lind a member within 
a reasonabje driVing distance to thjs area. 

The car we would ideally like is a <I ·seater, pre. 
lerably in white 01 !)lack. say an MG SA O( similar 
lhovgh we ale awafe that this reQuest may be ail: 
licou 10 fum.. 

We look lorward 10 heanng hom anyone who 
mel' be able to help 

TREVOR PIERCE.JONES 
Ct.-/yd Area Secrelary 

 
 
 
 
 

HELP - Cdt1 anyone ptOY~ a p<e- rg SO's 
MO Saloor! lot U~ ;os a '.w:odIng C81 In 
Seprember. Newbury area. II you can MID. 
please nng Sieve on 
($ulrey) eves & w/\lfl(ls 

nnCUlT OF ..lELAND : 

S. Dormt.n 	IM.G.) is lik~ll to rem~b<:r K!1larney'. (uu lind ftHs i.n lb' 
of 	1l"dUld Tr'lI ' this reu ~U5C of &1\ \In(ortuna.t~ UI("Ountu In th~ duvjd~ 

H~u. b~ IS str ...,hten.i", 0\11 lbtet mttaJw..t~ . 

Left : A 	 IJ-litre 
M.G. u}ooo a..nd 
dcop_bud CO\lpt .t 
• rOAd.t.idt halt i.e 
SwibUl4J'1d 

The photo at t op right arrive d after co mpilation of the artic:;l e wh ich 
appear s in thIs issue on 'Y' Type compet it i on use and suc cesses . It is take n 
fro m 'The Autocar' of 30th Apr il 1954 . That wh1ch a ppears d1 rectly a bove 
s hows a VB f itted with what appear to be TD wheel s a nd. bebind it, a Rein bolt 
& Christ ie converted ''fRe'. Thi. s phot o comes f rom ' The Au t ocar' of 8th Ma y 
1953 . Both pho tos were r ecentl y di scovered by David Mu llen who has bee n 
responsl ble f or bringi ng us mst of the 'Y' Type-related' Autoca r' materia l 
wh ich bas a ppea r ed i n these ~ges over t be years . Both photos are , o f 
course, repr oduced with t he permission of the c urre nt publ isbers of 
'Aut ocar' . 
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SUCCESS AT SILVERSTONE  

PRODUCTION TOURING CAR RACE 


FIRST IN CLASS "F" 


1,100 - 1.500 c.c. 

R. W. JACOBS  
DRIV!NG A PRODUCTION 

1... LITR E SA L. OON 

I• 

THE M. e. C AR COMPANY LIMITED' SALES DIVISION' CO WLEY' OXfORD 
~H ' /vo' s.....-..--,, : (j ';"""'''1 "_.,, I. ..... :!>!,<>u~n /{OUM,!O "'-~;U7. IY., 

''''''M'' ' lJ~, ;~", : -"_"' ''.1 E ,~, IN.. o . ( ... .( .,u II l'iu••./,7!" , too..' ''''. w., 
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, Y ' T Y PE C OMP E TI T I O N U SE & SUCC E S S E S . 


The ' Y' Tvpe , of course , was ne ver des i gned t o be a competit i ve sports ca r 
but , never t hel ess. i t had its moments wi th t hose dr ivers whose pre fere nce i s 
t he r aci ng or r ally1ng of sa loon cars . And it lias par ticu l ar l y u~et u l a nd 
popul a r a t ' c lub ' l e ve !. 

Af t e r t he Second 'io r ld lia r t b.e c ODlpo:!tit i ve world o f Itoto r s port too k some 
....h il e t o r ega i n its f 89t . Ita ly ,bowe ver,was r elati ve l y qu i ck off the mark 
a nd re-i nt rojuced tbe fa rr.ous 1 ,OOO- 1ll1 1e r oa d race , the ' Mi l l e JUgl1a ' i n 
1947 . ' The Autoca r' ma ga Zi ne sent John Du gda l e a nd anot he r staff membe r wit h 
a br a ne - ne w ' Y' Type , pr ovi de d oy the f a c t ory a nd r egi ste red ' DRX55? ' , t o 
cover the eve nt. 

In t he P-r ltis h publiC ' S eye , the )tonte Car lo Ra l ly was t he ma j o r Eu r o pean 
ra l ly ing e ve nt. Be f ore t be 'dar car s had s tarted f rom paints a ll ove r Eu ro pe 
-to f i ni sh i n that t::Ost at trdc th'e a nd affl ue nt a r ea of the Mediterra nea n. No 
dou bt t he g lamour a nd ',,'ea l th associ a t ed I-,' t tb Kont e Ca r lo a cc ount ed in par t 
for t be publi c ' S in t e r e s t in th is e ve nt . To s easone d rally 
dr i ve r s , however, the . Me,nt e ', whilst a t traCti ng a grea t d eal of we lcome 
pu b l ic it y, was ne ver t he Iilos t de ma ndi ng, Dor t he most r e\'iarding ra l ly e ve nt . 
Tilere ~ja s no liC'n t "! Ca r l o Ra ll v af ter t he war until 1949 . On tha t occas ion 
Gl a s g ow via S t he on l y Bri ti sh s tart ing po in t a nd t he ave r a ge journey wbi c h 
en t r ants. i r ou; W}ld t e ve r start 1ng FC' i nt, had t o make to r eacb Mont e Ga r lo was 
1 , 955 mll <o> s. I n 19'5 0 , a n ex t r e me -: :'! t er, a nl y fi ve cars made it t o Monte Car lo 
without pi? TJalt y _ In t ha t yea r ' C:;~'5 43·.an Alrooc d Gr e e n ' YA ' was ~ nt; e!'ed for 
~be r a 1! '{, dr iven by exp~r1 <;> nced r ally and r aCing d r i ',rer Be tty Hai g wit h 
Ba r bara Mars ha ll a s co-dr i ver . I n 195 1 Maj or a nd Xrs A. Powna ll e nte r ed the i r 
' Y' it: t he r al l y and a ppear to ha. .... e made It t o Monte Car l o, coming 45 th i n 
t he f i nal t est In 1952 on l y 15 ·:-a rs made 1"!: to Mo nte Car l o without pe na lty. 

Me anwhi l e . on t ee domestic s (e r.e, tb.::; t ot he r pres t ig J:> ous €' I.."e tl t .t he R.A .C 
Ra ll y had bee n r e -i ns t ated . I n t~e 1951 R. A.C. Ra ll y 'Y ' Types were 
suc(" es~f u l " thl ~. ! i IDe: i t; t he unde r ! ':·OC''::c closed c ar<i eta<iS ' . Firs t i n ,: 10. 55 
I'/ a $ J. Re a d i ngs , \ ,,~ · h Le n Shaw th il'd and d li ttl e fu rther dO '''ll the f ie ld a 
"M r s. L. E .(~ r au nds, in ~ 3 rd p l ac e, is 3.150 thought t o have drtvB n a " f' . Also 
c omret1n3 i n a ' Y' ~13 S F.M . P·aker . 

Tho? 195 1 ~ , O OO mil E' Ci r c uit of lr e l o nd Tr ia l sa \~ at 10:0 a s t f ive ' V' Types 
'::: ompe t i n ,~ . r:i10Wn dn ve r s be i ng J. Yi. Mc (.aughan , R. J . Ca 1 dwe l l. J . E. KcGra t b , 
D.A . .... ilk l .~ S ~nd ~lr ;; . J. J .F lynn . Mrs. Fl ynn .....o n t he Lad i es,' Tro phy . 

Ano t her f amous l ady r a lly drive r o f t he times was Lady Sa muelson. She i s 
known t o ha ve milled a 1950 'YA ' (reg is trati on Du mber' LP0900 ') but there 1s 
no rec ord of i t ba v ing been e nt e r ed f or 3ny c o mpe t i t i ve events . 

In 1953 t hr e e s pe c i a lly - bu l !t a nd pr epa r e d YBs (' HM0908 ;909 a nd 9 tO' ) were 
e ntere d. fo r t he R.A . C. Rally o t tha t year . The y .....e re c r ewed by 
R . E.Ho lt, J .L . Sh a. ~1 and G.R. Holt r e s pec tive ly. At the end of t ha t s eason Len 
Shaw boug ht 'HM0909 ' f r om t he manaf .!lcture rs and r e t a ins it . in r a l l y t r i m, t o 
t h i s day. He dnd t he ca r ca me s ixth in the Ge ne r a l Cat ego ry and Non c l ass 
a nd t ea m pr i zes i n t he 1953 Ra l l y a nd . mor e l a t te r ly, the car t ook par t i n t he 
~omme~or3t ive R.A. C. Gol de n Fif ty Rall y 1n 1982 , aga i n dr ive n by Len Shaw~ 
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Len Sbaw bad prev iously be e n sold ' O't'L543 ' aft~r the 1950 Mon t~ by John 
Thornley ,the then Genera) f.,anager of M. G. ,and bad raced and ralli ed it quite 
successfully. The names of Sbaw,Readings,B8ker,and Gran t (the l at ter 
referred to later) etc appear again and aga in in repons of c onpetit ive 
events du r ing the early .fif1t i es (for example in the Bri tisb Ra l ly of J une 
1951>. In ma ny of these even t s t he se gentlemen drove 'Y' Type H. G.s . 
Regret tably,'HM090B ' ,'HM09 10 ' aod ' O'1L54J' have ,i n the ioterve ni ng 'jears,all 
been scrapped. 

One name I'ihich 1s. very muc h aSSOc18ted wi th M.G. 10 competi t ive events,and 
particular ly wi th ' Y' Types,is that of Di c k Jacobs. It was he who J ohn 
Thornley c redi t s as being the drivi ng force in the early fH ties in 
persuad1ng M. G. to re-enter motor sport ,a lbe it to begin 'rIith s e mi ­
offi c i ally. H:!s spec1all y tuned YB, <chassis numbe r YB0414, ' UHK l l 1' ) 'rIon its 
class thre e years runn ing <1952, '53 & ' 54) tn t he B.R . D,C Silverstone 
Producti on Tour i!lS Cl'Ir Rac es s ponsored by the 'Daily Express' . The car 
was , inc lden t.al !}',dr ive o t o and froro Si l verstone on eac h occasi on and not 
tr all ered to the €ve:n ts . In the 1952 race the VB beat three Jo wett J al,'e li ns 
in o:) a £·s ' F' \1 100 t o 1500cc). It st il l ey. ists tad.ay, in Kent. Dick Jao:obs 
also rect ave d the last YB or'! production l i ne <chass i s number 'fB 155 1 ) . Thi s 
car w.;!s g ive n a special ' full-wi d th ' coupe body and was raced extensive ly . 
It lias las t h.a3"d of 1n 1979 s o ~y still exist. 

In the 1953 Si:verstone rac e a nothe r 'yo Type , (a YB?) ,race number 15 mmed 
by Gr ego r Grant ,t he editor of ' Autosport' magazine ,and l03ned for the race 
t o George Phi ll i ps , ....'as a!.so e nte red. 11 came third in ('laS$ . 

.4n achieve nent oj a :lifferefl t sor t ....'as accompli shed by the w~J.I-lmown 

r f:'=- o rd ~ bre il kH Gold 1'" Gardne r i n P.elgl um in Jul y 1950. An M.G . dist ributor 
from Brighton by the name of Richard Be nn be lieved that the' Y' Type might 
b<2 a b l e to a c hieve 100 nph i t it was appropr iate ly t uned . H2 thus s et a bout 
having hi s car tu ned to Stage V N1th the a id of Syd Enever and Reg ' Jacko' 
J·Kkson fro::l the Ab i ngdon fanor)'. I ncluded 1n t he tu ning s pecifica t ion ""as 
t he ti tti lC g 01 a Shonot::k·; supercharge r g i ving 6Yllb of boost . 
Further rr:or~ . t he undern~a th of ::he ca.r 'lias i mproved aero<1ynami o:ally and 
oversi ze rear t yres '..;ere fi tt ed On the j abbeke Road i n Belgi um the 
(.a r. dri ven by ~a j Dr GardnH.made seve:ral ru ns ,t he bes t of \\'h ich rec orded a 
spe ed 01 107 . 36mpb . The a verage came out a t l 04. 725roph tor t he fl y ing mil e 
an,j i04.7 13mp h tor the 5 kiloreetre a isttlnce. A}l t hese speeds .....ere 
ofr l ,:: al l y 'ti me d a nd v ~ r if igd.. I n relating t hi s stor y I fe el I mus t pu t the 
re~ol d s traight as regards t he state of the Cd r after th~ s 2veral h ig h speed 
run~ had c-een made . Th.n e is a recu rr e nt myth in ~. G . circles t hat after 
t hes~ runs t he Cdr' s engine ' b l e ~i up ' or ' made loud noises' . This my th is 
repeated again dnd 3gain 1n EMny publi cat i ons o n the marqu e M.G . However, to 
clarify mat ters I quote f rom the a r ticl e on t he s ubject I'lr i tt en by Russe l l 
!..owr y wh ich appea r ed i n 'Motori ng ' magaZ i ne , t he house magaz Lne of the 
Nuff ie ld Organl s~t ,i on. " Then . ha v ing satisf i ed his own qUiet, unsb~ken 
argume nt . Ri ch.Hd Beonn stepped i nto his closed carriage <'nd moto r e d himself 
sedate ly home to Bri ghton . . .. " . 

Althuu gh not st ri ctl y ' compe titi ve ' Sidney . J.Perelman' s j ourne y f rom Paris 
to Pe king in his YT i n 1978 dese rves a mention here. The i dea init i ally was 
f or t he ' Sunday Ti mes ' t o publ ish a sertes of articles wr itte n by the 
Ame r ican hUllKJu ri s t a nd trave ller r ecount i ng his Journey. The black n bad 
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been bought by Perelman in Bangkok i n 1949 and for a long time had been 
stored in tbe premises o f a bankru pt del i catessen 1n Ph il a de lphi a . Before 
c omme nci ng its epic trip to Peki ng it had only covered 19,000 miles in the 
i ntervening t wenty-nine years. Bri Ush Le yland donated a La nd Rover to 
acconpany the YT and two other M. G. enthusi asts went along to look after the 
car's needs ,ta kiD8 witb them a large quanti ty of spare 'S. Perel ma n a nd the 
car fMde it to Peking (via France, Ital y , Yugosl avi a, Bulgaria, Turkey , 
Jran, lnd ia , Burma and Hong Kong ) altbough,sadly.once the t r1p was over be 
became ill and , nine months later,he pas s ed a ~ay. Hi s obse rva ti ons on tbe 
trip have ,;;Ilas, never be en publ ished . I t 1s wor th notiog 1n conclusion, as 
sympt om3tic of the wor l d in which we live t oday,tha t by the time the 'iT 
reac hed Pek i.ng all its M.G. badges had d isappea red :sto l en by souvenir­
bun ters , 

In more recent years Frank Va utler becam8 nota ble for ilLs s pi r ited 
pe r forma nces i n wbat s tarted 1 1f~ a s a 1951 Sun Eronze '"fA'. This car was 
extensivel y modified wi t h adv i ce from Di ck J acobs duri ng its l ong 
c ompetitive life (it s t ill occasiona lly appears ~t ' c lub ' eve nts today ) . 
Amo ng the modificati o ns carried out were tbe fitting of l a rger twin S. U. 
ca r burettors, a ZA }lagnette rea r axle, hlo front ant i -roll bars, NIJA di s c 
brakes at t he I r ont , radial tyres and eventually a superCharger . And the car 
was certainly 'modified ' 1n quite a diffe rent wa y one day in tbe s ummer of 
1974 at Vi scombe Par k H1ll el i:mb '....hen 1 t was ro ll ed ont:o 1. ts roof on taki ng a 
ha i rp i n it litt l e too f ast ! Once tbe car ·....as ri ghted , the driver t o ok up h i s 
posit i on behi nd the .....heel a nd the' Y' was able to cont inu ~ t o the top of the 
hil l! 

In closi ng I should like t o thank ' Autocar' magaZi ne to r gil,1i ng me thei r 
pe r mi&s ion to r epr odu.-::€ t he acver.t!semeo t, ' Succe s s At Sil ve.- rs tone ' from 
their issue of 16 th Ma y 1952. I s hould a l s o like to tbank the following fo r 
their help in researching tbis article: Da vid Mul len , Co l in Dye,],S.R .Br l dges 
and fo r supplyi ng the photogra ph of 'UHK1l1 ' ,Har ry Chapman and Ala n \'oite. 

Jobn Ld;-.tSon 

.. ." .-
" 
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