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The Newslet ter of the M.G. 'Y' Type Register.  
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EDITORIAL 

Nine pages this t1me! The reason for this unbounded generosity 1s that I 
have Deen notified of so many •new' 'Y' Types, mainly as a result of the 
publicat10n of my book,that 1t has proven impossible to f1t them all in and 
give you all the amendments and up-dates to the book in the usual eight 
pages. Worry not,this recklessness will not continue! 

By the way, there was also an index to the book, prepared by myself with help 
from Mr. Kenneth Richardson's computer expertise (it is he who is primarily 
responsible for the new 'heading' at the top of this page - using water1al 
taken from David Mullen's YB Owners' Handbook and the Delaware Valley's "T'-
TalkM newsletter). The publishers,however,d1d not use the index! 

I regret ever mentioning this question of Wilmot Breeden key codes. Quite a 
few YB owners contacted me to say that their cars' ignition keys were coded 
• MRN', thus destroying almost completely the theories of "Restoring Classic 
Cars" magazine 	on the subject! 

28th March 1989. 

NOW AVAILABLE! 

THE M.e. 'V' TYPE ALTERNATIVE PART NUMBERS LIST 

Completely revised and containing almost twice as much information as when 
it appeared as Appendix 4 to the book ·~G. 'Y' Type Saloons &Tourers", this 
35-page listing of Lucas,Lockheed,etc.,and now B.~C. parts and their 
applications to 'Y' Types and other cars,is now available fro~ J.G.Lawson, 
12 Nithsdale Road,Liverpool,L15.5AX at £5 per copy including U.K. postage & 
packing. 

Newsletter Editor/Registrar: J.6.LawsGn,  
U.K. Spares Secretary (new spar@i): A.Brier, W.Yorkshir.,H  

U,K. SPirts Co-ordinator (second-hand spares): D,~ullen, lI6  
U.S. West Coast contact: 6.R.Skopecet Ill. .Ca!iforQl   
Elstern United States Chapter: ",.J.KeI!e" Miw Jersey,0  

Australian Contact/Spares secretary: ft.H.Fry, Yictoril, ~uitralia,  

'The ClassiC Y' is published by Skycol PublicltioAi, 
1"" ,...,i •• p_.r~"'liIcon.,..n"C. 
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REGISTER NEWS Recent [)1scover1es  

Regi~ter Nu~ber 712  
Chassis Humber Y0859 
Engine Number SC/C32889 
Licence Plate HUF905 
Body Number 6091 
Sub-Type YA 
Year of ){anu!' 47 
Owner's Bame W11son H 
Owner Humber 932 
Car Location CUmbria EHG 
Exterior Colour Black 
Interior Colour B 

Regi~ter _ Nu~ber 403 
Chassis Humber - -Y0963 
Engine Number SC?/15815 
Licence Plate YT1950 
Body Number 53237-
Sub-Type Co -
Year of Manuf' 47 
Owner's Name Bridges MJ 
Owner Number 934 
Car Location Victoria AUS 
Exterior Colour D.E.White 
Interior Colour R 

Regi~ter Nu~ber 7 
Chassis Number Y2198 
Engine Number SC/11918 
Licence Plate KTT937 
Body Number n/k 
Sub-Type YA 
Year of Manu!' 48 
Owner's Hame Veal S 
Owner Humber 923 
Car Location Cornwall EHG 
Exterior Colour Black 
Interior Colour B 

Register Nu~ber 189 
Chassis Humber YT2027 
Engine Humber TR/12564 
Licence Plate n/k 
Body Humber 19643-222 
Sub-Type YT 
Year of Manu!' 4~ 
Owner's Name Wood WN 
OWner Number 936 
Car Location W.Austra11a AUS 
Exterior Colour n/k 
Interior Colour 
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Regi~ter Nu~ber 574 
Chassis Number Y4187 
Engine Number SC/X13997 
Licence Plate Q460743 
Body Number 3136/3197 
Sub-Type YA 
Year of Manuf' 49 
Owner's Name Hack KE 
Owner Number 927 
Car Location Queensland AUS 
Exterior Colour Dk.Green 
Interior Colour N 

Register Nu~ber 857 
Chassis Number YB0320 
Engine Number SC2/17805 
Licence Plate GCT995 
Body Number n/k 
Sub-Type YB 
Year of Manuf' 52 
Owner's Name Abbott IN 
Owner Number 512 
Car Location Lincolnshire ENG 
Exterior Colour Shires Green 
Interior Colour G 

Register Nu~ber 729 
Chassis Number YB0605 
Engine Number SC2/17489 
Licence Plate UMG778 
Body Number n/k 
Sub-Type YB 
Year of -Manuf' 52 
Owner's Name Spicer C 
Owner Number' 933 
Car Location Cornwall ENG 
Exterior Colour Autumn Red 
Interior Colour B 

Register Nu~ber 422 
Chassis Number YB0648 
Engine Number SC2/17536 
Licence Plate n/k 
Body Number n/k 
Sub-Type YB 
Year of Manuf' 52 
Owner's Name Vincent C 
Owner Number 930 
Car Location Cornwall ERG 
Exterior Colour Woodland Grn 
Interior Colour 

Register Nu~ber 543 
Chassis Number YB0992 
Engine Number SC2/17843 
Licence Plate KWK870 
Body Number n/k 
Sub-Type YB 
Year of Manuf' 53 
Owner's Name Jones P 
Owner Number 938 
Car Location Warwickshire ENG 
Exterior Colour n/k 
Interior Colour 
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Regi~ter Nu~ber 711 
Chassis Number YBI051 
Engine Number SC2/17941 
Licence Plate JNT569 
Body Number n/k 
Sub-Type YE 
Year of Manuf J 53 
Owner J S Name Janes P 
Owner Number ' 938 
Car Location Warwickshire ENG 
Exterior Colour n/k 
Interior Colour 

'HOME'NEWS 

, i:/ -1 • ~ .~ : ' 

GOLDEN OLDIES.:. The 14th LUt1hansa:,Vintage ,Car ~ncourse 'was 
.helli yesterday, aUhe, Hllton International Bangkok at NaI Lert Park.' A 
total or 55 cars - '3 vintage cars (pre-,940). 26 post·war cars (1940- , 
195~f!lfld 1~, *s.slc'cars i-:-' ,par1i,cipQted, In't1Je~couroo. " .. ' . 

The flbove photo WdS sent in by George Werbizky of Vestal, New York. The 
Bflngkok, Thailand newspaper it was t8ken from was dated 12th February 1989 
8nd 1 can assure you that Thawat Kumutpongpanlch is by (dr the longest owner 
ndme on the Register! 
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Picture above shows one of !he entries.. a 1949 MG '(If owned by ; 
,Thawat Kumulpongpanlch: ,The ~enfwas organised by the Lufthansa ' 
;Vinlage Car Club tt, provide 'an opportu.Ql1Y. for"vlntage.CE!r lovers to,meel, 
;and display ,Ih~ir 'pri2ed ' PQ~ssI0n.s. 



"M. G. , Y' TY PE S ALOON S l~ T O URER S" 

FIRST UP- DATE 

Now that the in itia l r e ac t i on t o my book (,,,hic h wa s publishe d jus t before  
l ast Ch r i stmas) has subsi ded I am going .t o give details in th is ar t ic le o f  
omi ssions ,."hi ch ha ve been point e d out to me , e r rors whi ch I h a ve  
made , ad d it iona l i nf ormat ion whi ch has come to light since t he book was  

.. fin alised (around May 1988 ) and some comment , on where I thi nk t he publi shers  
could have done better! SO,on wi t h the f i rs t up- dat e .. . .. . 

p.6: 	 In "The Cars of B. M. C. ", Gr aham Robson s a ys: "This does not 
mean , un f ort unately. t ha t the s t ory whi c h unfolds in t he follov/ln g 
pages is encyclopredi c. Wit hout t he exist ence of compl e t el y 
det a iled arch i ves it cannot be so. In t he rnid-
19605 , pe rhaps , everythi ng a bout the 8, ~1. C. years was known, and 
pr obab l y wri tt en down at Longbrl dge , but by t he mid - 1970s,when the 
Leyland hi erar chy had swept through the f a c t ories,a lot of 
a utomobil e hist ory had unceremon i ousl y been thrown out. Ther e were 
al l-eady , i n any c as e, yawning gaps in the fi r chive kept by ~lorr is 

Mot ors. , . .. It 

CHAPTER 1 "ORIGHS OF THE M. G. ~ TYPE" 

As late as 19H ~ lX s eems tnat" , . G. s till had pl ans T o put the VA 
back i n to product 10n a ft er the end 0 the l"ra r. I ndeed, on e VA at 
l eas t was ass~mbled a fi er the war to s pecial order fr om part s and 
a chassi s s ti l l • i n s t ock' at t he fac t ory. 

Delete'Riley' f rom paragraph three : R1ley had recently been tak en 
over by t he uff i eld Organisation . 

p. 	11: Ge ral d Pa lmer was 11th the Nuff i el d Orga nisati on bef ore WWI I, le ft 
t o des i gn t he Jowe t t J avel l n, ond r e- j o i ned uf field 1n 1949. 

The Wolse l ey Ei gh t appeared i n 1947. It had been planned a s a 194 1 
mode l as had the ' Y' . It was virtua lly a Mor ris 5 Seri e s E excep t 
for a tradi t ional Wo l seley radiator,r unning boa r ds, e xte rna lly 
mount ed head l amps a nd s epara t e s idel i ght s. The l uggage boot hinged 
a t t he bott om an d a walnut dashboard <i n Ser i e s E and not · Y' Type 
pat t ern ) \olO S used. 

The Wolsel e y Ten fi rst appeared 1[1 1939 in saloon and drop- head 
coupe vers i ons . Itpossiblv us ed a Seri es E body t.,lh ic h had been 
quit e sl goif i c antl y re- worked a t the rear end ( can anyone confi.rm 
or r efut e thi s ?). 

p. 	14- : The a rrangement of t he bonn e t L uvr e s on the EX. 166 pro otype i n 
the pho t ograph on page 13 differs from that on produ c tion model s. 
The hubcaps of EX. 166 also dif f ered i n shape and fi ni s h f rom those 
on product ion 'Y' Ty pes. 
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p.16: 	 Onl y the YB has brakes \-J t cn can be ad justed by sc r ewdr i ver 
through a hole in the wheel and drake dru~ This was an error on 
my pa rt which arose from only ever having owned a YB ! 

p. 	18; hoto of ' Y 9617' : The pu lishers insisted on writing th,= i r own 
photo capt ons fo r the ook despite the fact that I had provided 
i nformative captions with each of. the 150+ pho t ograph submitt ed_ 
I wa - disappoin ted to find that there was no colour reproduc tion 
i n the book . 
a few s uch 
speci f ca I ly 
s o that t he 

Most of the photos I submitted '~r e c ol our pri nts nd 
as hi s one n page 15) were obtained and submitted 
"'i th the intention ha t ey be reprodLP.!_ed in col our 

shad s and arrangem8nt of the two- ton r colour schem~s 
at c could be readily appreciated . On correspondent has already 
wli ~ t en to in the belief that the running boards on the ca r i n 
the photo 	are fin ished in the l izht 'A_mond Green ' ! 

p.2 2: Add the co our s cheme 'Black exte r io with da. gree (whi te 
piping) i nterior '. Thi s was probably my most unforgivable omiss i on 
i n the whole book,t , 1s p~.ti c ular colour scheme eing one of the 
most common ~ ! 

p.24 & 25 : -. e WT614 hor n and WH2 win";s ree de- mister we r e in trod uced 
. Luc s in 1949. So, ~..vh_re doss that leave the 194-7 

' 'tA ' , Y0672 which is- suppos d to hav~ b8en fitted with twi n 
'1'614 either s ide of the rad1ato r gr ill e from neW? \rlT5 14s 
~lere fitted to U. S. export YTs from at leas t 194-9 if not 
1948 .Tr evor Austin says that his father's Wolseley Eight was 
fitted wit h WT6 4-s fo r 8 continental t ur (poss lbl n 1948) . 

p. 25 : 	 In " The Cars o f B. ~i. ~ _ Cl , Graham Robs n says: .. Nuf fi e d Met 0.1 
fr od'c ts had orlginelly been set up by h uf ield Org5nis tion 
as t e Mor r is otor ::: Presdng Branch in 1939 at Common 
Lane, Washwood Heath, Birmingham, on land wned by \~ I se ley, and 
adjoining t hat factor)" . . . .. . .. It had been renamed Nuffield Metal 
Products in 194-5 , had s upplied Morris 5 Series E s hel.l s i n po twar 
ears (these also fo r med the basis of the M. G. YA/YB saloon 

shells) and had concentrated on building Man! tUnor monoc oqlJes 
sine that c r had arrived on t he scene in 1948" . 

p.30: 	 Photo a top of page ; Reproduction of thi s colour photo in bl ac k 
and \-lhit r"Dolly dest r oys the intention beh i nd its submission and 
renders 1ts inclusion meaningless . T.8 two di ff _rent co lours and 
thei r arrangement on the car ar hardly discernibl e! 

p.	 34 : he specifi c tion c hange at Y516~ shau d perhaps more properl y 
read ' Additional grease n1pp~e fo, p, opshaft ' , 
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CHAPTER. i 

p. 43: 

p. 50: 

"THE YB SAL ON" 

The YB has br akes wtL c h c·'=. ft ' e adj ;1st ed by s c rewdri ver thr l tgh a 
hol e in t h whe e l and dr ek 3 dr lJD. 

The Luv a x- Gir11n PVA ~ s~ock qsorb r wa introduc ed i n 19 49 a s a n 
improvement on the PR5iFfR5 . It design Bnd i ntr o duction was 
b ought about by the need t o m3ke ay l iable a shock a bs orber whi ch 
c ould s tand up to L-,E; ;r.c:re demand i ng pos t - wa r mo toring 
c ond it ions . The PVA6 had a nt.:id volume 50% greate r t han it s 
predecessor and t h i s,couplsd ~1th the us o f h i . mi ne 81 oil wit h 
a r el a ti ve ly l ow vi s c osity c urve, ~educed in terna l .ress ure s by z~ . 

The new design was no t , e t' C '.H.!r S? , i ntroduced ont o t h e 'Y' Ty e 
I nt i l 1952, w en the B apc2c r ed. 

The offici a l YB Pa r t s Li st sta t e s tha t al l -chrome headlamps began 
to be fitted at YB1 2 4-0. ;;':"I',>1-'1er, c a t h Y3 124-0 (be longing to Oere k 
Wa t s on of Ox f ord shi re > c:.;-,j Y:"~! 2 41 (belonging t o ~1al colm Wood o f 
N. S. W. ) had pB1nt ed headl_ =-' p b6 c ~;shell s f r om new. 

p. 5 4- : 

p . 55 : 

p.55 : 

Page 50 0 the ' YA' owne, s ' h.:wdbook shows the e gine n umb e r p at e 
affixed t o t he near- side of th_ flyl,heel housin (a s does the 
p: ct oEjr a p on page 54- :" U ': s cc::!:! . Howe ',I er , s ome I Y' Types have 
the plate Eff i xed to the 0fr-si ~e ~f the engine block j ust b ,i nd 
th8 b lcck d~ain tap. 

T e f .5ctor y o f H t ctJ.-:i s6 -:, t Ci a \·1_5 at Gs l son Road, Co\tentry. The 
building still s tands .d·'lY. 1:,'3.9 this t :-.2 f a c to,! i n whic h X AG 
e .gi nes wer e ma de? 

Starte mot o r ype 35G-1 (b;:] - bolt fixli1g) was i ntroduced a.t 
n8i .8 no. :::C/1 4023 . It r e placed ~'l e larger t ype j1j4-1BG . (three-

bolt fi xi ng) . Accordin to \~ . ;::. Blowe r's M. G. W rkshop & Tuning 
Manu 1, the M4-1BG endi x p i~ior. had 10 t e eth nd a t 12 a nd the 
M35G- l bendix pinion had 3 teeth. 

1 c ould we ll be wrong a s rez~,ds ho w t: e xr G tapp e t c l earances 
chang~d . There may n:o t have been a. chan e during ' SS ' 
production. a ll e ngi ne s b i:l8" s e ~ ·st . 0 1..., " until 5C2/ 16097 , \,rhe n t h e 
sett i n wa - changed to .012" . 

p.57 : 

p. 55 : 

p. 60 : 

' 0 543' driven by etty HaiS a .d Barbera M·3.r sha ll f a iled t o 
fi n i s t he 1950 Mont e C r 1 R~lly. 

The Les t er-~t G. of 194-9, buil t al!~ r a ced by Har r Lester .":'I so had 
'Y ' Type front suspen ~i or, (an .~ . , ak ':ls ) . 

" An t~ . G. Experi en y [ ' ick J :-.-::obs c ntains the fo l ol.;i ng fl,lrthe r 
in f ormat on on the cGmpetlt 1 0~ hs t ~~y of Y81 551 : 
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"'7', .p, I J , 

p. e. 7: 

The fl,~t c omr-;t it i ve outing fo r thl:; Ccll- · ::)5 at ' f iG last L, A, R, C, 
' ~::::r""iC)od !-1sobe:-s' r'1'32tlng- of 1~;53. !\fter one er KO teething 
troub les hn:j eef; vercm8, It j, i~:-:'.: f.T"- red in t".s l,5,)Occ CLlSS 
cd t:l ~' 2. 1- 1 u? J onll s on Ti-o~h)' Ra.c'? at t..~ Goo dwoo'- ~-.'l ·li tSUri ";= ~:; .i ng 
1 25 ~ and c ~me s e _o nd t ~ Coli- Ch3pman's nJW Lotus which uE sd th e 
same ei'g::, e but "mi c!"', ',ii;S ~·OO 1 b , :' 1:;. t s r , Ai; O!1 e U 1 :)[1] } ', - _ 

s t,a1:::ht s print a t the · . S. A, p, ba se at ''''e t er .:::;{i91 d i;-; E8 '00 '2' , c n 
4th July o f the same y~ar , YB15 1 '..,ion its c l ss togethsr \dtil '3 [l 

a. \.Jar ~ f or beir;g the fa s test H. G, on the day . Th CO'JDS ' S ne:·: t 
outi:l.8' was bee " at j oorj':'O CG ;i 21 s t AU8I.Jst abc n f:,r the las~ 

Membsrs ' Meetinl of th e S'?3son . The..- _ t' en f011G',.,~d it s .:tpp8:3.:'"u nc 
i:1 t. he rie:ht on Speed Tria l s and a las t t rack out i ;:- of n,e y'2 ~r 

a t Snet~~rto \~h€.e it finis~e'i t .. ird 1.n th :;; 2 Litre cl!j s,= , 

1 ~eglected t c read tha ra! evctnt oassag _~ thQroug~ ~ i enough befor e 
my bo k was f ina lised f a Dub11 c a t!~~ ! 

Regarding Ri c hard Berm' := ;, GOsph 'Y ' Type, f , W, '1cComb t2nds to 
f ac/ou. Re O' L:l.c kson ' s verslor. ·f ti)e story r athe; them r'l~ssel l 

LOloJry' s 8S t;eir,3' !"',e .s.re r the ;; ut;; . ~.::, pr en t 1y it ',,'3.S J ackS 'Jn '.:he 
t e,ld IkCcl.lc t hat the ca,' s e:.sine fa:!.lsd a fter th e sp~ed runs i n 

CH0 1C;it.iITt. Thi t ··he:":, .::PP2flf'S ~(; be the or':"si:1 01 ~rlis o~t-rs ea.~r;:d 

' S' rsio:-; of tt:2 story, It .nay .?lsoe t,[-''2 caS9 that R·..;ssell o,-:,y' s 
>:' -::c ' :J!1t v.:as I,ore acc s ?t bIe ,snd less F()~sr.~ial y e~~h~,:-ass~ i. c; to 
th ~ Fu:-:121 Crg0~is;3.tiO:l b*~:'l'[ pt; ~ lisr~8.j, as it t;:: s , i n ~h~~ :" ~0! . :S<::! 

~: ~ :~ ~ : ~ , : ~ . I ~1i) t Q! ins I , T:: \ e ~;; C '': t : r Gi cs! 

? " '-2.1;-;an's YT Hlil ' w ~~_ J. to ,2i:ing . t o 
r. \~. McCcrr.b , t h'3' c r f i r, ::>;hed :'; s j 0 '" rn-::.' I :l'j~ ~.. ~ t. is , 
~ [,0 '1'1: sed Cl L zmd Rov t;r t c Cl:3 S IJJ: ~O:-t b,-, ';. i t io!"'! ' t 
Ins , ea~ a t f3. i lei was z-~5de f rcw t he c ~ e. s :; is of Bn0t ~er- "f' Typ eI 

~ s p,c d uct hi! by ~ h_ p'-ib::' i~ '-lSl - S of t'18 I r":(JC'."=) z i ne Ei t l i ce;r '_phy ' 
~; ect i C"r. sf"' -=-.!..lld h/3, ",, '.2 J22! t c ~ :1H..!·:h .: ghc:r s t ~\ r.G51d . I"*: she. i.: 1r fl3 "! 2 

J;?r:n I t i'jJ ~ ~_tl e~d si ~ply ~:j ~-, r:J p1ed fCO i.i r./ \·.'(;r .:!. proc \.3ssor 
c utpqt . 

he~~odu=t:~~ by the p~~::'i;h~r; f :he 8 xi~ting ccr 5 li5t l ~S s~ Gu l d 
;-.: -,' 8 t·e~:-l t ·') Er. li.UCI h· ~ f:e r c ~E!n,j 6~d. It shoulc h5"\-~ b~,=n t t ;.rr-.g 

S9t ; cr.d .3 i l.i"'pl Y ns ~ c )ri 2'1 f ~w c. if- r".! ".,~:) r-c: ~) r 8C -;S30r : r.! ~ ~ ~t , 

1 VlJ I 
, L'bcdv. nu~~er ,olat es o f c,:,"'~, Y80752 c. r:d Y0101-1 
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l ~ :: I Po Ŀj ''''I'T~e to~y ~ uTj2r ~lat_ of .,Ŀ .... 1 .... r :; ~e::-,ped v c:. ... ' .1 , nd :l ') t . B 2 e. L' . 
I s thi s s !~ply a stamp~~~ :'r do ot oe f e , .(,t....' s t,3ve <] ' y 
t ,'pe 'B2~,()'? 

F a..:, ~ 5'J of lhe 'Y:\' cĿ.;nĿ:rs Ŀ to . .:: i . ~ "C0~< S.10~,·S t ~ _ f:OS ~:-: 2 n Ur.j::-2i.~ p1a t '3 
~ ·'2~l hC~r·,3:!.~g (a.s GC-'3S t!1~af 'fi xe-: t o er :i!2 flY ·.·; 

0 Å Å _ 

~ - -:~ . 1 -fl. Ty p :: ~ h'_'-"-2 

ju := ~~ te:iind 

. 91 ::; 92 ; 	 Th e s arts r ~~tQr t;pe -~J port num~e~s are c hronc 1 0u ic ~1 y 
thú "r-' c ong ;.} .... y 8T'CiJ.~-;, S~a.rte:- mo~ o! typ e t'~-3::C~-t ( t, r, ...;:-rbc 1 t 
l i }: i !l " '~) i;,:·~ S in~ cd ;.; sú .i 1 t 8:-,gili 2 . 0 . SC/l ·: ~Z3. It ',,=p.:.ac:ed 
~ ;-.c 15.... Z2~~ - __ t'il1-1:' : t (~~!-.= ~- : :,=- : f i A~. ;iS"' ~ 

? s ' .tbsta~tia ... ly rev::'s ed ar: i U?-,;::t2d 
Per t Number s 	 i s t 1ng ~ scr l y ~c~b~lp5 
f rOln: .J . 0\ La-.-,?,_ O!':l 12 ~ ~-i ~ :-.:;;: :'.!. ~ ;~,:.(3d. 

,;e!s~cr: o f tr:e 
t;-:e conts,,': io; 

Cincl Udli! 

Credit =,: H, J. p, Harri::>, D, R, La~~Tei7C e , G. G. ll'?ri;.i. .;: k . ;, J. /l, :;.sr;l " , D. G, [vat s Jl , 
ft. K, ~eoQd, llf. ~:. Do(/.'j, ,vich~el hlj.J-t}ji~-;-.!:cn-~ ·":-!~i',9.:- ': 1 D, JV"J1 1 flf;, tl. }~'~~;-+ , 
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