The Newsletter of the M.G. 'Y' Type Register.
Volume 12, No, 92, April 1989,

EDITORIAL

Nine pages this time! The reason for this unbounded generosity 1is that I
have been notified of so many ‘new' 'Y' Types,mainly as a result of the
publication of my book,that 1t has proven impossible to fit them all in and
glve you all the amendments and up-dates to the book in the usual eight
pages. Worry not, this recklessness will not continue!

By the way, there was also an index to the book, prepared by myself with help
from Mr.Kenneth Richardson's computer expertise (it is he who is primarily
responsible for the new 'heading' at the top of this page - using material
taken from David Mullen's YB Owners' Handbook and the Delaware Valley's “T'-—
Talk* newsletter). The publishers, however,did not use the index!

I regret ever mentioning this question of Wilmot Breeden key codes. Quite a
few YB owners contacted me to say that their cars' ignition Keys were coded
'MRN', thus destroying almost completely the theories of "Restoring Classic
Cars" magazine on the subject!

28th March 1989.

NOW AVAILABLE!
THE M, G. 'Y' TYPE ALTERNATIVE PART NUMBERS LIST

Completely revised and containing almost twice as much information as when
it appeared as Appendix 4 to the book "M G. *'Y' Type Saloons & Tourers", thls
35-page 1listing of Lucas,Lockheed,etc.,and now B.MC. parts and their
applications to 'Y' Types and other cars,is now available from: J.G.Lawson,
12 Nithsdale Road, Liverpool,L15.5AX at £5 per copy including U.K. postage &
packing.

U, K, Spares Secretary (new spares); 4, Brier,
UK, Spares Co-ordinator (second-hand spares):

U.S. Vest Coast Contact: 6.R, Skopecek lI,

Eastern United States Chaptar: fir,
pustralian Contact/Spares Secretary: R H, Fry

'The Classic Y' is published by Skycol Publications,

The conNntent af ~rhe articlew mra <he technical mdvicms AappaaTing in a*His
L I-T = =8l J repressmt The ol arf T reRpeac Tive coONTIributors mra ot
racesesarily thome of The =soizer or of The publ ismnesrae, Thne RGYTR carmncot b=
el responsible fTor any Jloss or damage remul tirng from The implsmantation of

mny mdvice appearing in this magarine. — 9 -
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REGISTER NEWS

Reglster Numbelr

1Register‘Number
Y0963

Register Number

[
|
i

Chassis Fumber
Engine HNumber
Licence Plate
Body Number
Sub—-Type

Year of Manuf’
Owner's Name
Ovner HNumber
Car Location
Exterior Colour
Interior Colour

— *

Chassis Rumber-
Engine Number
Licence Plate
Body Number
Sub-Type

Year of Manuf'
Owner's Name
Owner Number
Car Location
Exterior Colour
Interior Colour

Chassis Humber

- Engine Rumber

Licence Plate
Body Number
Sub—Type

Year of Manuf'
Owner's Hame
Owner Number
Car Location
Exterior Colour
Interior Cclaur

Registexr IWLIIHTDEBJT

Chassils Number
Engine Number
Licence Plate
Bady Number
Sub-Type

Year of Manuf’
Owner's FName
Owner Number
Car Location
Exterior Colour
Interior Colour

Recent Discoveries

7 1=
Y0859
SC/C32889
HUFS05

609/

YA

A7

¥ilson H
932

Cumbria ENG
Black

B

403

SC?/15815 .
YT1950
53237-

Co

47

Bridges MJ
934
Victoria AUS
0.E.Vhite

R

Y2108
SC/11918
KTTO37
n/k

YA

48

Veal S
823

Cornwall ENG
Black

B

189
YT2627
TR/ 12564
n/’k
19643—-222
YT
49
Wood WN
936
¥. Australia AUS
n/k



Car Location
Exterior Colour

Car Location
Exterior Colour

Car Location
Exterior Colour
Interior Colour

Chassis Number
Engine Number
Licence Plate
Body Number
Sub-Type

Year of Manuf’
Ovner's Name
Owner Number
Car Location
Exterior Colour
Interior Colour

Regidister Number 57 4

Chassis RNumber Y4187

Engine Number SC/X13987

Licence Plate Q460743

Body Number 3136/3197

Sub-Type YA

Year of Manuf' 49

Owner's Name Hack KE

Owner Number Q27

Car Location Queensland AUS

Exterior Colour Dk.Green

Interior Colour N
Regilistexr Number 8S57T

Chassis Number YB0320 )

Engine Number SC2/17805

Licence Plate GCTSSH5

Body Number n/k

Sub-Type YB

Year of Manuf’ 52

Owner's Name Abbott JN

Owner Number 512

Lincolunshire ENG
Shires Green

Interior Colour G
Reglister Number @722

Chassis HNumber YBO60S

Engine Number S5C2/17489

Licence Plate UMG778

Body Number n/k

Sub-Type YB

Year of Manuf' 52

Owner's Name Splcer C

Owner Number’ 933

Cornwall ENG
Autumn Red

Interior Colour B
Regilister Numbexr a4a==2

Chassis FNumber YB0648

Engine Number S5C2/17536

Licence Plate n/k

Body Number n/k

Sub-Type YB

Year of Manuf' 52

Owner's Name Vincent C

Owner Number 230

Cornwall ERG
Voodland Grn

Register Numbexr 543

YB0OS2
SC2/717843
MWKB70
n/k
YB
53
Jones P
938
Varwickshire ENG
n/k



Car Location
Exterior Colour

Reglister Number il S €
Chassls Number YB1051
Engine Number SC2/17941
Licence Plate JNTS69
Body Number n/k
Sub-Type YB
Year of Manuf' 53
Owner's Name .Jones P
Owner Number - 938

Warwlckshire ENG

HOME' NEWS

n/k
Interior Colour -

GOLDEN OLDIE.. .. The 141h Luﬂhansa V‘nlaga Car Concourse was
helb yaslerday at (he Hilton Internaiional Bangkok at Nal Lert Park. A
“lotal of 55 cars — 13 vln!age cars (pre-1940), 26 post-war cars (1940-
1988) and 18 classic’cars ~ participaled In-the .concourss.

Picture above shows one of the entrles, a 1843 MG YT owned by:
“Thawat Kumutpongpanich, The avent was organised by the Lufthansa’
i\o"nmga Car Club t provide an opportunity for.vintage car lovers to meet
.and display .their prfzad pgsaesslons

The above photo wes sent In by George Werbizky of Vestal, New York. The
Bangkok, Thailapd newspsper 1t was taken from was dated [2th February 1383
and 1 can assure you that Thawal Kumutpongpanich is by far the longest owner
name on the Register!



"M.G, 'Y' TYPE SALDONS & TOURERS®

FIRST UP-DATE

Now that the initisl reaction to my book (which was published just before
last Christmas) has subsided I am going .to give details in this article of
omissions which have been pointed out to me,errors which I have
made, additional information which has come to 1light since the book was
.finalised (around Msy 1988) and some comment. on where I think the publishers
could have done better! So,on with the first up-date

[~

NTRODUGTION

o

WS in "The Cars of B.M C.",Graham Robson says: “This does not
mean, unfortunately, that the story which unfolds in the following
pages 1s encyclopmdic. Without the existence of completely
detailed archives it cannot be S0, In the mid-
1960s, perhaps, everything about the B.M.C. years was known, and
probably writien down at Longbridge, but by the mid-1970s, when the
Leyland hierarchy had swept through the factories,a 1ot of
automobile history had unceremoniously been thrown out. There were
already, in any case,yawning gaps in the archive kept by Morris
Motors....."

CHAPTER | "ORIGINS OF THE M.G. 'Y' TYPE"

p. 97 As late as 194471t seems that M. G. still had plans to put the VA
back into production after the end of the war. Indeed,one VA at
least was assémbled after the war to special order from parts and
a chassis still 'in stock® at the factory.

Delete ‘Riley' from paragraph three: Riley had recently been taken
over by the Nuffield Organisation

p. Li: Gerald Palmer was with the Nuffield Organisation baefore WWLII, left
to design the Jowett Javelin, and re—joined Nuffield in 1949

The Wolseley Eight appeared in 1947. It had been planned as a 1841}
model as had the 'Y'. It was virtuwally & Morris 8 Series E except
for a traditional Wolseley radiater,running boards,externally
mounted headlamps and separate sidelightis. The luggage bool hinged
at the bottom and a walnut dashboard (in Serles E and not 'Y' Type
pattern) was used.

The Wolseley Ten first appeared {n 1839 in saloon and drop-head
coupé versions. Itpossibly used a Series E body which had been
quite significantly re-worked at the rear end {can anyone confirnm
or refute this?),

p. 14: The arrangement of the bonnet louvres on the EX. 166 prototype 1in
the photograph on page 13 differs from that on production models.
The hubcaps of EX. 166 also differed in shape and finish from those
on producticn 'Y' Types.
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CHAPTER 2

“THE 'Y* TYPE SALOON“

p. 16:

p. 18:

p. 22:

p.24 & 25:

p. 25

p. 30:

p. 34:

Cnly the YB has brakes which can be adjusted by screwdriver
through a hole in the wheel and drake drum. This was an error on
my part which arose from only ever having owned a YB!

FPhoto of 'YJ9617': The publishers insisted on writing their own
photo captlons for the book despite the fact that I had provided
informative captions with each of. the 150+ photographs submitted.
1 was disappointed to find that there was no colour reproduction
in the book. Most of the photcs I submitted were colour prints and
a few (such as this one on page 18) were obtained and submitted
specifically with the intenftion that they bs reprodeced in colour
so that the shades and arrangement of the two-tone colecur schemes
etc could be readily appreciated. One correspondent has already
writien to me in the belief that the running boards on the car in
the pnoto are finished in the light 'Almond Green'!

Add the colour scheme 'Black exterior with dark green (white
piping) interior'. This was probably my most unforgivable omission
in the whola book,thils particular colour scheme being cne of tha
most conmon!!

The WI614 horn and WHZ2 windscreen de-mister were introduced
by Lucas in 1945, So,where doss that leave the 1947
‘Y&, Y0672 which is5 supposed to have bsen fitted with twin
WIitbi4s either siae of the radiator grilie from new? WIblids
were fitted to U.S. export YTs from at least 1943 if not
1948, Trevor Austin says that his father's Wolseley Eight was
fitted with WI614s for a continental tour (possibly 1in 1848).

In "The Cars of B.MC.% Graham Robson says: "Nuffield Metal
Froducts hed originally been set up by the Nuffield Orgsnisation
gs the Morris Motors Preseing Branch in 1938 at Commen
Lane, Washwood Heath,Birmingham,on 1land ownad by Wolszaley, and
adjoining that factory........It had been renamed Nuffield Metal
Froducts in 1945, had supplied Morris & Series E shells in postwar
years (ithese also formed the basis of the MG YA/YB saloon
shells) and had concentrated on building Morris Minor monocoques
since that car had srrived on the scene in 1848".

Photo at top of page: Reproduction of this colour photo in black
snd white wholly destroys the intention behind 1ts submission and
renders its inclusion mesningless. The two different colours and
their arrangement on the car ‘are hardly discernible!

The specification change at Y6165 should perhaps more properly
read 'Additional grease nipple for propshaft'.




p. 50:

CHAPTER 3

"THE YB SALOON“

The YB has brakes which csn be adjusted by screwdriver through a
hole in the wheel and draks drum

The Luvax-Girling PVAS shock absorber was introduced in 1948 as an
improvement on the PRS/FFRS. Its design and introduction was
brought about by the nsed o mzke available a shock absecrber which
could stand up to the wmera demanding post-war motoring
conditions. The PVA6 had & f{luid volume 50% greater than its
predecessor and this,coupled with the use of thin mineral oll with
a relatively low wviscosiiy curve, reduced internal pressures by =
The new design was not,of courss, introduced onto the 'Y' Type
until 1952, when the YB apozared.

The official YB Paris Lis! stotes that all-chreome headlamps began
to be fitted at YB1240. However,both YB1240 <(belonging to Derek
Watson of Oxfordshire} end YB1241 (belonging to Malcolm Woed of
N.5. W, ) had painted headlamp backshells from new

UTHE XPAG ENGINE"

p. 54

p. 56

| CHAPTER &

fage 50 of the 'YA' cowners' handbcck shows the engine number plate
affixed to the near-side of the flywheel housing (as does ths
photograph on page 54 of the bock). However,some 'Y' Types have
the plate affixed to the cofi-zide of the engine block just behind
the block drain tap.

t{ Gslson Read, Coveniry. The

The [sctory of Hoichkiss =t Cis w
3 tha factory in which XPAG

bullding still stands today. ¥
engines were made?

Starter motor Lype M35G-iI (fwo-boli fixdng) was introduced at
engine no. SC/14023. It replaced the larger type M418G. (three-
bolt fixing). According tec W.E.Blower's M. G. Workshop & Tuning
Manual, the M418G bendix pinion had 10 teeth and not 12 and the
M35G-1 bendix pinion had 3 teeth.

I could well be wrong &8s resgards how the XPAG tappet clearancas
changad, There may not have been & change during 'S¢
production, 211 engines being set st .018" until 5C2/18027,when the
setting was changed to ,0)2",

#'Y' TYPES IN COMPETITICH!

p. 57:

p. 58:

p. 60:

'OWL543' driven by Betiy Ha arnd Barbara Marshall failed to
E‘a

finish the 1850 Monte Carlno

ig
11y,

The Lester-M. G. of 1949, built and raced by Harrj Lester also had
'Y Type front suspensicn (and brakss).

“An M. G. Experience" by ﬁirh Jacobs contains the following further
information on the ccmpetitien hstory of YBISSL:

W
!




The firet competitive outing

=) £ w3s at the last D. A R.C.
Goodwood Members' Me=ting of

S Car
33. Alter on2 or two teething
L n

troubles had bean overceme, 1t nexi app=zared 1in ths 1,820cc class
oif the zl-lap Johnson Trophy Race st the Goodwood Whitsun Mesiing
1204 and came second to Colin Chapman's new Lotus which ussd the
game engine but which wss 500, 1b. lighter. AL a one kilomsire
trafight sprint at the U.S5. A.F. base st Wathersiield in Esszx en
4th July of ihe same year,YB1551 won its class together with s=n
award for being the fastest M G, _on the day. The coupg's next

outing was btack at Goodwoed on 2Ist August again for the last
Members' Meeting of the season. There then folileowed its appesrance
in the Brighton Speed Trials and a last track outing of the yesr
a8t Sneiterton where it finished third im the 2 Litre clase.

I neglecied toc read tha rzlevant passages ihoroughly =nocugh before
my book wass finslised for publication!

Regarding Richard Benn's iG0mph 'Y" Type,F.W McComb tends to
favour Reg Jackson's version of the story rather than Russall
Lowry's as belng nearer the truth. Apparently it was Jackson who
teld MeComb that the car's engine Eailed aftar the spsed runs in

™ , .

Balzium, i1ls, then, appaars {¢ be the nririn of this ofi-repealed
version cf the story., It may also be the casz that Russel )

1
..4 -~
nceount was more acceptable snd less p@tentially emBarrassl
the Huifield Organissiion bzipg published,as 1t wse,in thair nou
v

rEgazing, 'Moboring's Take your choice!

Perelman’s YT didn't wmeke 4t to Peking., According to
F. W. McCemb, the-car finiched iis journcy Indias. British Lezyland had
promised a Land Rower etc as suppert bul 1t didn't materislise.
Inetead s trailer was made from the chmssls of snoiher 'Y Type
(5% possibly had 'Y Type whezls) snd this conlsinzd tue spsras.

Seproduction by the publishers of the 'Magszine Bibllcgraphy’
secticn should have been te¢ =2 much highsr standsrd. It should nave
been ‘iype set' end simply nol copled from my worac processor
outpui,

Reproduciion by ths putlishars of lhe existing cers listing should
hove bezn to a ch higher standard. IV should heve bean "iypa
g2t’ and simply nct copisd from my word processor ouiput.
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