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THE CLASSIC Y

The Newsletter of the M.G. 'Y' Type Register.
Volume 12, No, S5, October 1989,

ERITORIAL

May I please ask overseas subscribers to this newsletter to help in our
efforts to keep subscriptions pegged at their current rates (which have been
in force since June 1984) by meking all remittances to the Register in the
form of International Money Orders made out in  Sterling to
*J.G. Lawson', please. We regret that due to clesrance difficultiiles, overseas
cheques are no longer acceptable. This practice is in line with that adopted
by several other old car clubs who have a high number of overseas members.

A gem of perhaps useless Information which 1 recently came across 1in the
Summer 1989 1ssue of "Collectors' Car Price Guide & Auctlon Review" 1s that
in today's terms, the purchase price of a new 'YA' in 1947 of £67}) (including
Purchase Tax?, 1s now equivalent {o £8, 096!

Finally, I must thank the publishers of ‘Autosport' and 'Autocar & Motor'
magazines for permission toc use items which appear in this 1issue of ‘The
Classic Y‘. In addition,the 1item on Gerald Palmer first appeared 1n
‘Special Interest Autos® and then in 'The Wind Machine'

23rd September 1989.

Newsletter Editor/Registrar: J.6.Law¥son

U.K, Spares Secretary (nev spares); A,Brier,
U.K, Spares Co-ordinator (second-hand spares): D Hullen,

U5, Yest Coast Contact: 6 R, Skopecek 11]
Australian Contact/Sparas Secretary: W.H.Fr
South African Contact; D R, Lawrence,

,Australia,
Republiz of South lrica_

‘The Classic Y' is published by Skycol Publications,
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Fecent Discoverles

TFTrs
Y1508
SC/11289%
GERS567

n/k

YA

48

Addison S
066
Cheshire ENG
n/k

1OoC=27

Y5304

SC/15124

EFE35¢9

n/k

YA

50

Deans DE
961
Falkirk SCO
Autumn Red
R

=l e
YSEAD -

n/x

ZES9351

n/k

YA

L=

Burrows H

S64

Co.Dublin EIRE
n/k

208
Y6701

352332

GSV436
5338/5297

YA

51
Emery-Barker Dr J
824

Fife SCO

BRG



Reglstexr Number

Chassis Number
Engine Number
Licence Plate
Body Number
Sub-Type

Year of Manuf’
Ovner's Name
Owner Number
Car Location
Exterior Colour
Interior Colour

Reglster Number

Chassls Number
Engine Number
Licence Plate
Body Number
Sub-Type

Year of Manuf'
Owner's Name
Owner Number
Car Location
Exterior Colour

1 QT
Y7076
SC/16895
JSP813

n/k

YA

51

Perry TP
059
Dorset ENG
Sun Bronze
B

1026
YB0853

n/k

FST587

n/k

YB

52

MacDonald J

962
Argyllshire SCO
Black

Interior Colour B
Reglster Number =283
Chassis Number YB1434
Engine Number SCz2/C78571
Licence Plate MDG504
Body Humter 7041/1243
Sub-Type YB
Year of Manuf' 53
Owner's Name Cornelius PCR
Owner Number 963
Car Location Hertfordshire ENG
Exterior Colour Black
Interior Colour M
CARS FOR SALE:
598. "M.G. YB 1853, Black with green 1interior,immaculate,very well
restored, engine rebulld real head-turner! Taxed

1988, ver reliable, a
and M.0.7.'d. £4,000. Tel: (NS

Ex-Dick Jacobs M.G. Special ‘'SHK7' for full

(see followin ages
daserietiont. Conkests Mo Masse Stwedle. ab _# m—_
, California, , U.S. A, Tel:
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A £200 BRITISH NATIONAL
500 c.c. CHAMPIONSHIP

Le Mans & Goodwood Entries
THE NORRIS SPECIALS
Rgp_ort on a Riley
TRIALS IN ENGLAND, SCOT-
LAND, NORTHERN® IRELAND
AND EIRE
The New Cromard Special

Russell Lowry—]ohn Balster
Wilson McCombd
H. A. O’Brien
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ICK Jacoss has been faithful to

the marque M.G. {or many years,
aod his consistency won bim a place
in Jobn Tbornley's very successful
1950 team of TD Midgets, which
be repaid by winning the [d-litre
class in the R.A.C. Tourist Tropby,
and securing second place in his
class in the B.R.D.C. One Hour
Productuon Car race. For non-
production sporis car events, Jacobs

favoured a very fast supercharged-

1,100 c.c. machine, buit up from
various Midget and Morris parts.
The car bore a strong resemblance
10 one of the original Mille Miglia
Magoeltes,

For this season’s racing Dick bas
produced an entirely mew sports
car, with a cbassis buit up on the
TD frame priaciple. Mosl of the
detall work was carried out by the
Mill Garage, South Woodford, and
his mechanic Ken Keener was i/e
general plumbing,

Front suspengion is pardy TD
and partly Y-type. the bottom wish-
_ booe plates being driled for light-
pess. Wheels (much-ventilaled) and
brakes are Y-type and consequently
are not of (hé 2LS type.

Belical Rear Springing

The rear suspeonsion is a complete
departure from established M.G.
practice. The axle is supported by
slightly inclined belical springs, and
located by short, pivoted radius
arms. A Y-type axle is used. Gir-
ling dampers are fitted froot and
rear.
- The peat light-elloy body is car-
ried on a superstructure bult up of

AUTOSPORT

March 23, 195]

A BLOWN “1.100™

.. :

o Dick Jacobs’s Intercsting M.G.
_—— for 1951 Sports-Car Racing

blowing at 8-10 Ib. per sq. in., lakes
is mixlure from a single, 1} ins,
S.U. carburetter, The inlet mani-
fold is of Dick's own design, and
there are, of course, many secrel
inside the power-plant. A “bunch
of banunas™ exhaust system s yee’

Couling is of the sealed patiern,
the radiator itsell being 1950 Morris.
Oxiord. A Gallay cii-covler is car-
nied behind the front prille. Ignition
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POWER-HOUSE: The 1,100 c.c., push-rod engine has a Murshall super-

charger. A “bunch of bananas”

light-gauge sieel tubes. 1t conforms
fully with F.LLA. sports car regula-
tions, and is fitted with bood, fold-
flat windscreen, aero screen, driver's
door and light-alloy bucket scats.
The engine compartment ocover is
secured by four clips, with a bonnet
strap added for extra security. An
11-gallon fuel tank s carmed
between the axles, in the tal. Tyre
sizes are 16 ins. by 5.25 ins. ([ront)
and. 16 ins. by 550 ws. (rear).

The o.h.v. (push-rod) power-unit
is basically similar to that used oo
Jacobs's 1950 car. Capacily is
1,087 cc. (90 mm. by 62 mm.) and

- 3 belt-driven Marshall supercbarger

exhaust system Is a feature.

is supplied by a British Scintilla
Vertex magnelo, and twis S.U
petrol puinps are employed. Trans
mission is via a TD gearbox.

Dimensions are identical to th
standard TD, but the Jacob
machine is very much lighter. Th
actual weight is, well, it wouldo’
be fair to give it away!-

The car will be seen at Goodwoo
next Monday, and will be ruop i..
stripped form. It is also Dick
intention to cater for the B.R.D.CS
Manx Cup race in the Isle of Ma
next June, as well as running o 2
many sports-car evenls as busioe
commitments will permit.




March 23, 1951

COOK’S AUTOTRAVEL
CONTINENTAL RALLY

MEssnsl.THos. CODK & SON LTD.
are organizing a motoring rally
o France, Switzerland-and Southern
[taly, provisionally lcaving England
on 25th August and rezummg on
151h September.

Participants, on landing at Calals,
proceed across thé Piain of Picardy
to Soissons, then through France's
Champagne country to the Vosges,
and thence to Swiltzerland. They will

NOTHING SUPERFLUOUS: From any aspect rhc Jaoobs MG pu:enr: SRS M

AUTOSPORT

. then cross the St. Gotthard., Pass into

-and --will-~visit - Bellagio, -
Floreneg, " Tuscany, ' Rdme and
Naples, will cross by boat to Capn,
aod return via Naples, Rome, Siena,
Pisa and Rapallo, into France by the
Moot Cenis Pass and then to Aix-
les-Bains, Autun, Soissens, through
the battle arcas of two ‘wars, and
then home by Calais and Dover.
Prices and details of what
promises to be a splendid oppor-
tunity of sightseeing in Europe can

a neat and funcnonm‘ appearance.

367

be “obtaingd from tho- Axrave}:
E Thos Cook-& Sq \ - at
45 erkeley’ .Su:ct. W.1l. "
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J"HE JAGUAR MONTI_H}_V
o FIGURES
Leslie Johnson drovess

" W XK120 Jaguar at Moatlbéry,

12th March for & one-hour’s

speed test attcndant EILA. offici.

recorded “Mthe foliowing interesti

figures: —

- 50 kms. in 15 'mins. 30356 secs.; aver-as.
speed 128.46 rn.ph.

50 ‘miles in 23 mics, 8.3. secs.; avcragc
speed 129.68 m.ph.

100 kilos in 28 mins. 38.23 secs.; average *
speed (30.19 m.ph.- -

o100 miles in 45 m:ns. 51.32 secs,; average

speed °130.85 m.p.h.
One hour, standing siart at 13! 2 m.p.h.
Onp bou: ﬂ-ymg start at (31.83'm. ph

o, T . .
BOLTON 1E-MOORS RALI.Y AND
* DRIVING TESTS:

Provisional Resu]is
Best "Production Car: R. Robert Oakes
“(M.G.). )

Best Speclal: Ken Balley (Bailey Spl.).

Best  Bolton-le-Moors C. Member:
B. L. Glaister (ex-Cream Cracker Spl.).

Clm A, Open. under 1,500 cer B. L
“Warr-(M.G).

Clsss R, Cinsed under 1.500 ot J.(
Bancrofl (Ford)

Class €, Open, over 1,500 c.g:
Appleyard (Jaguar XK 120)

Class D, Closed. over 1,500 e R. Holt
(A.lhrd)

Class E, Speclals, u.udgr 1,500 (> A e
Corbishley (C.C.8.). -

lan

" Class F, Speclals, over 1,500 ool A 1

Lilley (A. W. Spl.).
.A full repont of. this vory sum..:sf‘ul
e.w_nt w|’|'| appear next week

. I'---l

- N.W. LONDON M:.C. COVENTRY
CUP TRIAL

Results
oventry Cu E_ 'B Spc cz (Speace Spl).
_CI.:IOO &gc. % P Onslnw Ban],:ll
(Bartlett). -

" Unlimited Clags: K. E, 0 BQ!‘EF&S

(Allard).”
ist Class Awardsy A. Q. Imhofl {Irnhof)
* R. Faulkner (Paul Spl.). !
20d Class Awards: G. Pentony (Cyclops),
1. Clayton (C.C.S.).

L L]

BROUGH “500" ENTRIES
o date, 27_cars have bpen cntered for
the 500 c.c. car avent al the Brough
Acrodrome meeling on Easter Satuzday,
including many, of the top-liners. The
molor<ycle racing will begin &t 7 p.m.
nd the -car event yn[j be l:uz'ld hl:r in ,

thc altcrnoon.



The general public may jusl about
know who Gordon Buchrig Is. or Alec 1sst-
gonls, bul not Gerry Palmer. Yel among
British car designers. his name was one of
the most respected in the period jusl after
the Second World War, and when | Lalked
to him about his career some years ago
(he was then approaching 70and living in
retirement near Oxford) he placed the Z-
series MG Magnelle high on his own per-
sonal list of achlevemnents.

Though born In England. Gerry Paimer
grew up In Africa “"surrounded by Model T
Fords — It was the universal car™: Indeed.
the Nrstcar he owned was a Medel T, soon
converted {nto a two-seal "racer.” Coming
back o England while stlll a teenager, he
worked for the Scammell tuck company,
then designed en almost unknown sports
car called the Deroy. which featured .05,
end de Dion rear suspension. It falled. but
led to a meeting with Cecll Kimber and. in
1938, a posltlon In the Cowlicy drawing
office of the Nullield Group, which owned
MG. Palmer was one of the team (Issigonls
was another) whodes!gned the Y-type MG
sedan before war broke out In 1939. bul
In 1942 he was appolnted chiel designer
of Lhat strange little Yorkshire mmpa.ny.
Jowelt Cars of Bradford.

Thus he made his name. for the Jowcll
Javelin sporis sedan, first seen by the
public in 1947, earned worldwide praise.
“It was what [ ca)! a lolal concepl, just as
the Issigonis Min! was a folal concepl:
everything s in and it can’t be any dif-
ferent.” Starting ofl with a class-win In

" the Monle Carlo Rally, Palmer's brilllant
lightweight sedan also won Its spurs In

Desi gner s View

long-distance racing 8l the likes of Spa
and Le Mans.

Bul by that time fts deslgner had gone
back lo the NulTicld drawing ofMice. There
he produced a TF Midge! replacement In
the form of another conventional sports
car fntended for the US market. bul the
project died when (he cholee fell on Syd
Enever’s rival MGA design.

Instead. Palmer designed a new small
sedan (0 be powered by the familiar 1.250
cc MG T-series engfne. and badged s
both an MG and a Wolscley. The MG was
meant lob¢ announced rstbul 8 change
of policy made il Lthe Wolscley 4/44 —
which was powered by the MG engine.
whereas the MG Magnelle was delayed
untll after the Austin/Nulllcld merger
and Lhen came out with e non-MG enginel
“Originally. the two cars werc one pro-
Jecl,” says Paliner. Asked about Lhe coin-

cldence thal Lhe Javelin. Wolseley 4/44
and MG Magnette all had strong verilcal
radlators. he sald: "That was dellberately
done. as part of my siding | never liked
the VW Beelle type of (ront: | liked a good
strong prow — something with a punch
to {l. To me It looked a more balanced
design that way.”

And in designing the MG/Wolscley, was
Gerry Palmer Influenced by such cars as
the latest Flats and Lancias? That Is one
question he did not answer direcuy. but
he did zay: “When the Javelin came oul
the hallans pralsed il and that really
pleased me. because | always thought the
Itallans were damn good car designers.”
Perhaps thal does answer the questlon...

When | also asked which of his cars gave
him greales! personal satisfaction. he re-
plied: "Naturally, the Jowetl Javeln
comes Nirsl, bul then | think Il has to be
the Magnetle. ] constdered It a beller
shape than the Wolseley. Maybe not loday.
but_well. lastes change all the Ume, don’l
they?”

The inlense political maneuvers that
characterized the BMC period were not at
all lo Gerry Palmer’'s (aste — he was ever
an honestcardeslgner rather than a poli-
ticlan — and fn the mid-1950s he again
moved oul of Cowley lo spend Lhe rest of
his working life with General Motors. as
assistan( chlel engineer o (he Vauxhall
company (n Luton, England. All right, he
never made it (o the really big time. but
his name Is not forgotten by those who
have a soft spot for well-designed. high-
performance. small-displacement sports
sedans.

Wind Machine Pege-13

Anyhow, just who 1s Gordon Buehrig??

Special Interes! Autos 2109, February 1989
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LUsV420 |

Mr. Richard Dick,who used

J

to own the

1952 YB, 'PKJ570",

featured in 1issue

No. 93, today owns this 1953 YB 'USV420' and its modern equivalent (?) an M G.

Montego Turbo.

n
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FAMOUS * Y TYPE OWNERS
No.2 In & serles of 3.
SIR GORDON RICHARDS Jockey & trainer

Gordon Richards was born in 1904 at Oakengates in Shropshire; he was the son
of 8 miner. His first Ascot win was on 16th June {925 and he went on to win
three races at Ascot in 1831, On 7th July 1543 he won on ‘Ujiji' which was
trained by J.Lawson(!). From 1925 onwards he was Champlon Jockey many times.
In 1943 he rode 65 winning horses and was champlon Jjockey on the flat. He
had ridden 42 winners at Ascot up to the outbreak of WWII,rode another 40
there during the war,and 96 after. He won the Ascot Gold Cup in 1934 & 1952
gnd by 1952 had established a world record of winning rides (over 4,500). He
was knighted in 1953 and retired from riding the following year. His career
as a successful trainer then began. It was around this time that Sir Gordon
took delivery of a 1953 M.G. YB registered 'YMG231'

Sources of information:

'Royal Ascot' by Dorothy Laird (published by Hodder & Stoughton).
'Sir Gordon Richards (Knight of the Turf)' by Michael Seth-Smith
'Chambers Biographical Dictiocnary’.

The cutting below was taken from the 'Motor' of 23rd September 13853 and
appears by kind permission of the current publishers of 'Autocar & Motor'.
It was discovered by David Mullen and we apologise for the poor reproduction
quality, this being the best copy we could obtain.
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University Motors, E:g"' .-,}-"-""';-'L“: !
Lud., of Picadily, ‘:--.f .s‘:,_.’;-:‘. .:_,'I__" o

-

London,  recendy LT
supplied thls M.G,
Trlitre Saloon o

Sir Gordon Richards,
the famous |ockey.
In the picture,
his xon, Mr. Jack
Richards, s seen
handing the car
over to Sir Gordon
on behall of the
suppliery.





