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LETTERS:

Dear John,

This last weekend (20th/Zlst April) I went to an enjoyable M. G. Car Club
meeting at Brooklands, which 15 quite close to Purley,and was pleased and
surprised to see no less than ten “Y“ Types. Bearing in mind it was like
Siberia in the open alr and the weather forecast was rain,sleet and snow, [
thought this was pretty good going.

for your records.and in case there are any new ones for you, the ten were:

Register No. Chassis No. Registration No

551, Y 2532 EJY189

482. 1 5205 UMG360

793. Y 701t MGT129 (a particularly good restoration)
474. YB0885 YMG5
L YB1060 LBY840

338. YB1262 YMG184 (another nice one)
83. YB? THWL363

307, 3 MPD702

1002. 2 NPD708

1077. 2 HAPS72

The “Y" Types were mixed in with JZ" Types and some hybrids, but I managed to
pick up a third prize. I think one other "Y" may have won a prize.

A tip for “Y" owners proposing to lay their cars up during the winter or
some other time is to start the engine from time to time snd run the car in
and out of the garage if it cannot be taken for a run. If the engine can't
be started, at least turn 1t over by hand.try all the gears, move the car a
few feet backwards and forwards and pump the clutch and brake pedals

This last is particularly important. This last winter I left the car for
about six weeks without touching it and when I took it on 1its first
run, found that the near side front wheel brake cylinder had almost seized
up. We managed to free it before it generated sufficient heat to melt the
grease in the hub and start a fire - a not unknown result of sticky or stuck
wheel cylinders.
Trevor Austin (Y5205),
, Surrey.



PARTS FOR SALE:

-

"YA" Parts

1 % XPAG 1,250cc engine. Coaplete, less carburattor, Needs re-conditioning,  £200.
] x Rear axle, Coaplete, Includes iwo jacks and two daapers., 0.K. but rusty. £120,
| % Halfshaft £ 10,
1 % Croen wheel & pinion, Perfect condition, £ 45,
1 Gearbox, 0.K,,but one layshaft broken; new one aade to replaca, £190,
1 set Jackall set. Coaplate, Jess pipes. 4 x jacks.puap, reservoir, handle, £140,
} gat Front suspenston coaplete, Csaprising, 2 x aras, 2 x daapers,2 x kingpins,

2 x brakes. 0.K, £100,
| sat Rear brakes and daapers. 0.K, £ 70,
Fik Steering rack, 0K, £ S5,
) Radiator. 6ood, Re-conditioned, £ 65.
5« Wheels & tyres. Various conditions, £ 25,
}ox Stearing wheel,shaft and indicator aechaniss, £ 20
1 x Front radiator grille, Coaplete, but neads re-chroming, f 20,
)% Bonnet. Good, £ 35
b x Complete set of gauges. £t 55
| lot A box-full of various brake parts,slave and master (ylinders, £ 2
1 Iat Yarious ashirays, dria, ss1tches etc, £ 185,
} set 4 x re-chroaed bannet catches, £ 20,
{IRE Dvnaao, Fully re-conditioned, £ 25,
" Starter aotor, Fully ra-conditioned, £ 25,
} lot Various bits and pieces, nuts,bolts, catches etc, £ 20,

Say, £800 for the whole lot.

Plus: | x New YB copper brake pipe set. £ 30,

contact: Mr.R.Jesson, “The Maltings*, [N T BN B
Merseyside. [N

Many “Y" Type parts available at reasonable prices from Mr.N. Legh-Jones of
e T = e e

LITERATURE FOR SALE:

“Several weorkshop manuals including a genuine mint one, plus handbook (O, K.)
and sales brochure (mint). Contact: Mr.R.Jesson (address above),"



RUBERY OWEN NUMBERS?

A "Y" Type's chassis number 15 ususlly to be found stamped into the cuter
iac2 of tha leit (near-side) iront chassis member. While it has been
estsblished beyond 4sll doubt that some cars escaped having their left
chassis members stamped in this way, it {5 also true that in many other cases
the number has been difficult,if not impossible.to 7ind. This (5 the case
b2cause, with the bodywork on the car,the left side wvalance <inner wing’
citen bolts onto the chassis in such a way as to obscure part or =ven all of
the stamped chassis aumber.

Recently, however, numbers stamped on the outer face of the right (off-side)
front chassis member have come to light. An examination of several cars has
shown that these numbers differ from the real chassis numbers of the cars in
like manner to how the body number of a "Y* Type Saloon is made up. For
instance, saloon body numbers appear on the brass-coloured plate affixed to
elther the left scuttle or battery box as follows:

Y. 1587206
1339/1427
4487/4612
YB. £135/610
7124/1334
In a similar way,the right-hand chassis stampings differ from the real

chassis numbers as follows:

real chassis no. Y 1674 has “right-hand number" 1434

" " u Y 2056 " 1838
" L " YTZ 1 ? 2 " " " " l 960
" I " YT2389 “w " “w " 2057
" " “ YT2582 wooo : 2286
" " " YT2587 weooe . 2297
L] n " Y 47 43 “u w n ) 4578

As 1f this wasn't mystery enough,also to be found on the right-hand front
chassis members of some of the cars inspected are small badge-like stampings
containing what so far look like two distinct number grouplngs. Drawings and
actual rubbings taken from chassis appear on the following page to
i1llustrate this but,so far,we have "MGI4T" and "MG58", the former surrounded
by an elongated octagon and the latter inside an oval.

So, what do these enigmatic inscriptions represent? One theory put forward 1s
that numbers were stamped into the right-hand chassis members by the chassis
manufacturers (thought to be Rubery Owen) before delivery to Abingdon and
that the "MG14T" asnd "MGS8" represent batch order numbers, However, this is
just a theory and we might further conjecture that the “T" in “MG14T" stands
for "Tourer" and that therefore these stampings were made at Abingdon to
indicate that the "MGi14T" chassis were bound for Tourers. But is there any
difference between a basic Saloon and Tourer chassis? Perhaps so, perhaps
not.
-_ 2] —
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Follcewing on from Izsu2 No. 104 here's ancther excellent technical article on
valves etc.  from Skip Keisey of “Shadatree Motors" 1n Pleasanton,
californis. This first appeared in "The Wind Machine” for December 1990.

FROM THE OPEN COCKPIT
HORE ABOUT VALVES*

Last month we talked about the cause and effwct of the many
gifferent calamitiec that befall the i{nternal combustion =ngine
valve. Now, T wi{l] discuse the remsdies that ] have tried to
lengthen the valve 1ife and make it pwrform better In M8 engines.

In *T" eeries enginas, | always use the weaker valve springs as
aupplied for TC - early TD enginas/ These are usually about 93
lb. shut (valve on (ta seat). and 123 lhe. open (valve at full
cam Lift), The later MK 11 TD and TF valve springs arwm 114.23%
Ibs wshort, and 180 1bs open. The first problem here s the
1930's technology that only produces a 30 or S0 lb. diffaerantial
in these springs.

I have done aeveral engines using "worn out” springs of the
@arlier variety, but by shisming under the lcwer spring ratainer,
one can match each valve spring so that they are all the same.
To do this you need a valve spring tester, I{ you do not want to
spend $900.+ for one, you can do what I do. 1 have a 12 ton
#99.00 bearing preas, I put a common bathroom scale on the bed
than aet up the spring and retainers. By compressing it to the
agsembled helght, you can read the tension on the scale, Its
crude, but it worka, The assembled height ia seassurad from the
bottom of tha top reteinaer to the bottom of the bottom retainer,
Tha worn out epringe are checked without any added ahims until (%
ils determined vhich one has the mogt twnmion. This one ic used
as tha modaml for tha othsr springs. Bringing each one up to it
by adding shims under the lower ratainer. These shims come in
several weires. When getting close, this mesasurement can be
changed sosewhat by mixing and matching the upper =mpring
retainers and kKespers (the two little kespers "Kesp“ the whole
asaseably topether), When setting up worn springa, ! have had
them with as 1jittle as B0-BE ilbs, mhut., Tne engine rungs well up
to gt lepgt 5,000 RPM+. Also, as a by product, the engine runs
quieter with lesc spring pressure, and cam and lifters live
longer .,

11 you really want & spiffy wvalve Jjob, you can buy a eet of
“Brown & Gammons" specla)l valve eprings. Thece are modlfied Ford
Twin cam springs. They are much shortar in longth and are
brought up to proper height by the addition of a 1/2% spacar at
the bottoms. BLG =ays these should produce about 70 _lbg, on the

sat {n the shut pomition. In reality odus to production
tolerance varlance, they are much oors. Some as much as 100
lbs./ on seat. This is too much, Due to the modern technology

being used, there is a much wider apring pressure variance using
these Bpringe. In order to achleve 70 PSLl, I usually start by
milling off{ approxisately 300 in, from the apacers, then shimming
up to 70 PSI, If preoparly set at 70 Lb. on seat, one wlll arrive
at approximately 160 lba. full open uming the stock “TF" .012 cam
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u?th w315 (e, It you uge the "“stock" <rane cem or BLG cam, you
will obtain aspproximately 175 1ps. at full 1ift unieh 1s .357.
1f you dc not acalfy the BLG Kit to ths 70 |Ib., shut pressure. |

guarantee Lhat you will degtrgy your cam and llfters in 3500 to
700 miles,

Enough about aprings. Lets nou talk about wvalve aesats. The
impartant thing te remember {s keeping things coel. With the
adgvent of unleaded petral, there has been lats of controversy
cver what to do about old englnes. All wvalve Jobs that 1 do now
are donhe &o that unleraded fuel can be usea with minisum valve and
valve seat waar. Even mo called “regular"” gac has smuch a small
concantration of lead that 1t does little or no good at all to
stop valve ssat recssmion. For those that don’'t know, the
agdition of Tetra ethyl lead Lo gasoline was done to raise the
octane of the fuel inexpenaively. Due to the adversa effects of
lead on people and the envircnomnt, )Jead ls being removed from
gas, As a by proguct, the lead also formed a cushion on the
valve seat and prevented valve s@at and face wear. Hithout lead,
the valve spat wears at an aggwlarated rate. Modern englnes for
the aost part wuse an [(nduction hardened valve seat to preveont
wEAr .

On oldar engines, [ have the valve aeat cut cut and a “hard® ceat
installed. It {s only required on the exhaust valve, but for an
even valve job and due to wear, [ usually do tne Intakes also.
The stanodard valves will work, but I prefer a 21 4N stalnless
steel wvalve (Moss Motore, Brown & Gammons, or Ablngdon Sparas
carry this valve.) Lastly, use a silicon bronze valve guide. [
have a preference for using a poesitive valve stem ssal on the
Intake valves and not using the oll anrouas, The shrouds cannot
be used on the P&B spring kit. A donut type ctandard seal is all
that is neadesad on the exhcust valvs. Poslitivs saals wasp over
the end of the valve guide, and pive excellent oil control.

Getting back to the hard valve acat (nserts, 1 heve a preference
for ‘“wall-tite~ valve geat Inserts. Thesa are producad by
“Martin Wells Industries™. These are individually cast with aver
40% nickla, 1Z% chrome and Just the right amounts of Vanadiua,
Molybdenom, and silicon to make it the finest valve asat for all
applications. They are tough and rugged and will nmot burn,
fracture, crack, flake, or spall. Due toe the high alckel
content, Hel1-Tite has the ability to disalpute heat trappec
around the valve. Valve seat {necerts should only be installcs bv
s firat clags automotive maachine Bhop.

With a good -“three angle valve job and some of the apovd bips
incorporated, you should hava a good running MA.

Octagonally,

SKe
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