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LETTERSs
Dear Mr.Lawson,

1 bought my YB (¥B0344 - “UMG633" - ed.) from the original owner,Mr.Hall,in
1983. It was then fitted with hand controls to facilitate Mr.Hall’s
disability. These have since been removed,but I have kept them and would be
pleased to give them to anyone who might like them. There is a plate which
bolts over the accelerator pedal (on which the previous owner rested his
false leg) and a linkage from tlie pedal to tihe steuring column whith was
operated by the right hand. Whilst the clutch was operated normally with the
left foot,the foot-brake was operated by a lever Ilocated close to the
handbrake lever.

Mr.Dermis Spencer,

Hampshire.

Newsletter Editor/Registrars J.8.Lawsom,

U.K. Spares Secretary (new sparesh) A Brier,

K. Spares Co-ordinator (second-hand sparesi: D.Mullen,
fAustralian Contact/Spares Secretaryr H.H.Fry

South African Contact: D.R.Lawrence,

'The Classic Y* is published by Skycol Publicatioss.
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FPARTS FOR SALE s

TD Mk.I or 'Y’ Type rear dampers; arms,but no links - good resistance. £30.

TD rectangular stop/tail rear lights, £30.
Toulmin XPAG alloy spin-on oil filter ('YA'). Complete. £14.
Y or TD 7-inch chrome headlamps,with "King of the Road“. Need re-chroming,

but excellent,M.0.T.-able lenses (photos available). £50,
One pair of 7-inch stonequards. £ 8.

‘YA YR, YT &—part telescopic frant rally conversion set,made 1948-53.
Now uncobtainable. P.0.A.

3.8 litres of cellulose paint. Triumph/Jaguar British Racing Green
(almost black). Cost £40,will accept £25,

2 x '"YA' roadwheels. Slight wobbles £8 ea.

For added rust protection,my bottom door skins can now be supplied
galvanized,as follows:

4 SKINS (&6-PART KIT)1 £36.00 (£42.00 galvanized) #
I SKIN {2-PART KIT): £9.30 (£11.00 salvanized) &
* plus postage & packing.

In respect of any of the above spares/panels,contact:

Mr.A.J.J.Bolt, I B Ferihshire;
Scotland, (Tels )

On the next two pagem is- another. "Autocar™ article- -found for us by David
Mullen. This orne has the delightful title "Sonning and Sewage" and David has

asked m# to draw your attention to the slope on the front bumper of Michael

Brown's 'YA' in the phato at the foot of the second page. At the time,this

car was nearly new and the photo in the original copy of the magazine-

clearly shows that the "slope” is not due to the camber of the road etc. I
mention on page 65 of my book that thia misalignment seems quite coamon
nowadays — but from new?

3D 3
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* A beautifully controlled plunge down into me
village '*—Charvil Lane ends in this hill down
to the river,

SEWAGE

AN IDYLLIC VILLAGE—AND A

- MOST UNFORTUNATE PLAN

BY MICHAEL BROWN

THE AUTOCAR,

MONGST the manv glories of this
country I would rate the Tharnes as
the most glorious; but then I am a
_river addict. And, amongst the many
glories of the Thames, Sonning stands very
high, [t has been described by many
writers as the best of the Thames-side
villages, although one or two have objected
that, like Pangbourne, Wargrave, and
Goring and Streatley, Sonning has grown
so big that it must be called a town.

I would not subscribe to that, being un-
willing to stimulate megalomania on the
banks of the Thames. Sonning, to me—
and. 1 am sure, to every overseas visitor—
is the idyllic English village. If you
approach it from the Bath Road by Charwil
Lane (which leaves A4 by the Wee Waif roadhouse), you
will see what I mean. The lane is narrowly haphazard :
but so it should be, for one would not expect chervil to
grow along a by-pass, and presumably it is from chervil
that the name is derived. Charvil Lane rides high for a
moment at the brink of the Thames Valley, and then it
takes a beautifully controlled plunge down to the river.
One moment your car is on a level with the chimney pots
and the next it i lurking with cydonia japonica at the
foot of the sunbaked walls.

And what walls they are—black and white, yellow-red,
or occasionally stone (though the taste is intrusive, for
this is not stone country); with such walls go an equal
variety of windows—mullioned, dormer, diamond-paned—
leoking out on to gardens that reveal the greenest of fingers.
even if the greenness is owed to a substantial income and
the nearness of the King's seedsman and a well-known
rose grower who boasts the biblical name of Elisha.

From this you will gather that Sonning is conscionsly
beautiful. It is, Our more acid weeklies would describe
it as bourgeois, to which I would add the footnote that
if this is bourgeois count me amongst the despised, for
to the general taste Sonmning is '"such a pretty place,”
and the generzl taste matiers. Sonning is like Beethoven ;

it appeals to the man who “knows wbat he likes," and

fortunately for the sanity of the race sach men are in the
majority.

The village is, of course, dominated
by the Thames, which has flowed out
of Reading on its way down to the
North Sea, past the recreation ground

-and the gasometer, the transformer
station and the aforesaid seedsman's
grounds. Then it has suddenly bad
its ponderous passage brgken by a
couple of islets on which the osiers
grow, the mud squelches, and the
yellow reeds whisper in the March
breezes. If youn land oo these islets
you may muse that they are in as
primeval a state as they were a
.thousand years ago, and should be
left to the swans and moorhens as a
midsiream sanctuary. The moorhens
will appreciate this, but the Thames swans—hardened
beggars all—will encourage your punt uomercifully if a
crust of bread is occasionally thrown overboard. Past the
islands the river is healed again for the wholehearted thrust
down to Sonning Lock, winner of the “' prettiest lock ™
competition, held by the Thames Conservancy. for twenty-
five years in succession, which fact will give some idea
of the virtues of Sonning Lock as a showpiece.

Downstream again are the mill and the bridge. The
bridge is dominant, for it has fourteen brick arches and
is one of the finest over the Thames; it is also one of the
most dangerous for road users, but not one of them would
wish to have it replaced for that reason. Seen under the
branches of the horse chestnut, which droop elegantly until,
at their tips, the brown and sticky buds—bursting now—
turn up to the light, the bridge makes one realize that the
most harmonious pictorial compositions of man are derived
frormn tradition. ° )

Beyond the bridge hotel lawns reach down to the river's
edge on the right bank, the millstream swirls in on the
left, and then the Thames is out again into typical Thames
country—water meadows, rich and green, everywhere
fringed with the thirsty osier. _

Alongside the lock, the bridge, and the stretch of river
between, the few streets of Sonning climb and descend
the side of the valley. You can drive slowly round, of

_you can park (with some difficulty on a spring Sunday)
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and peregrinate on foot. Either way the same thoughts
will strike you; thar to shop in one of the grocery stores
tmust case the irmtating fiddlesomeness of coupon-snipping ;
that to bank at such 2 branch iaust make evea overdrafts
a pleasure, and that tea and scomes at any of the teashops
must really be tea and scones (if you are in the know
you might ask for lardy cake). You will admire Lutyens’
ability in the Deanery, and note that the church i E.E.
and Perp. The botels remain country pubs in looks, and
to come ashore on a hot summer night after a pole down
to Wargrave and back, in order to sit and down the watery
pint, remains a pleasure which Englishmen and most
foreigners will enjoy, weak Deer »nd Exchequer duties
notwithstanding.

There is the picture, painted in traditional oils and with
a Munnings brush. On the delicately tinted canvas the
Reading Town Council has daubed a violent red. Just
outside Sonning it proposes to build a large sewage disposal
works.

Now it must seem to the insensifive that every proposal
to incrense the amenities of civilization meets with a howl
of protest. Reading, with its 100,000 people, must dispose

e

Reproduced
by courtesy of

"Autocar”

“"And what walls they
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sionally stone.™
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" The bridge makes one
realize that the most
harmonious  pictocial
compositions of man are
derived from tradition.”’

of its sewage. But there is a sense of fitness about these
things, and this sense has been outrag:d by the plan.
Sewage disposal plants are not pleasant places, as old
Brooklands habitués will agree. One dees not make a
comupost hezp alongside the rosebed.  Consequently
Sonning's protest has been loud and long, and it is sup-
ported by no less a person than the Vice-Chancellor of
Reading University, Sir Frank Stenton, for the University
would bave to abandon its farm in the neighbouarheod.
As Reading University has -a firstclass repotatioa for

“agriculture, the town would. seem to be cutting off its

nose to spite its own face.

The motorist is not called upon to carry a dag of protest
on his car over this business, which is largely local, how-
ever internatiopal its ultimate eflect. No roads will be
closed 10 cars, no privileges taken away. But be cannot
help regretung such an error in taste as is contained in
the plan. [f you do not agree. go down to Sonning on
a June evening and think it over again.

Tt is perfect. You are in the rosebed and the scent of
Ought it 10 be mingled

Etoile de Hollande is in the air.
with that of the compost heap?
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Recent Discoveries

1114
Y1302
SCrX11046
n/k
104471130
YA
48
Fraser A
186
British Columbia CAN
Almond Green
G

S5S56
YTI3288

n/k

MXP33

n/’k

YT

49

Johnston P
1098

Co. Cork EIRE
Met O/Green

i i s =
YT/EXU/3436
TL/13077

n/k
3211A16898
YT

49

de Smadt ¥
1100
Boechout BEL
n/x

S99 4
Y3633

SC/13431

n/k

n/k

YA

49

Neil NK

1087
N.T.
n/k

AUS
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S5
Y6600

SC/16424

n/k

5121/5218

YA

51

Boyle E

1099

Co. Galway EIRE
n/k

1108
Y7163
SC2/D01788
UKG511
n/k
YA
21
n/x
0
ENG
Green

1100
YB0344
SC2/17269
UNG633

n/x

YB

52

Spencer D
1086
Hampshire ENG
Black

G

1092
YB0B83
SCz/ (G3?
0YD32

n/k

YB

52

Gooding
1082
Davon? ENG
Black

G



10TH NORTHERN
CLASSIC CAR SHOW

25TH & 26T H AUGUST 1991
THE G-MEX CENTRE, CITY CENTRE, MANCHESTER
SUNDAY & BANKHOLIDAY MONDAY, OPEN: [0am TO épm

ADULTS £4.50 O.A.P.’S £3.00 ACCOMPANIED CHILDREN FREE

CAR CLUBS-TRADE STANDS-AUTOJUMBLE-CONCOURS D'ELEGANCE-AUCTION Ipm MONDAY.
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Anthony Brier

MG T-Type and MGB Specialist ;gfaKy1 153Mh:lle
g:;;r-l‘::t? :ﬁ..‘to.‘.;ar‘t!l?nssew!ce - Spares - Trimming. Ex 37 M62 13 MILE

BUBWITH 3 MILE

WE HAVE MOVED
TO

YORK

B1228

ELLERTON .< I

&
BUBWITH

SELBY . A163 DRIFFIELD

, » HOWDEN

LEEDS Mé2 HULL
37

Tony's move has brought to light many *Y' Type parts which are now for
disposal. These include:r boot 1lid, sunroof, rear blind assembly, petrol
tank, instruments, small chrome work etc.






