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REGISTER NEWS Recent Discoveries 

Reg~ster Nu~ber 355 
Chassis Number YT41Z2 
Engine Number TR/B7B645 
Licence Plate EHV506 
Body Number n/k 
Sub-Type YT 
Year of Manu f' 49 
Owner's Name Brier A 
Owner Number 145 
Car Location Yorkshire ENG 
Exterior Colour Ivory 
Interior Colour B 

Reg~ster Nu~ber 1144 
. 	 Chassis Number Y5B3'l 

Engine Number SC/15493 
Licence Plate RVW761 
Body Number n/k 
Sub-Type YA 
Year of Manuf' 50 
Owner's Name n/k 
Owner Number 0 
Car Location ENG 
Exterior Colour Maroon 
Interior Colour 

C:ARS FOR SALE = 
355. 1949 YT. Details as above. Contact Tony Brie~ at address on back page 

of this newsletter or telephone him on: . 
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These '3U~h;,,;t,=e places WE-('e lSSllE-d to cars :'5 they started t.heir Journeys 
Qt:)wn the hoi"Cjdon produc-tlon l\ne. The ::.ddltional "black" bs-lo\..l that Far the 
~h.S~lS number was l~t~Dduced to f~cllt~te the sepa('~te l,lclusion of th9 
"~A pC, ... t code" '" here ""pprQpr l i'lte (for 1 J".,:-t ",,-,ce , "EXR " , "EX (L'i" or ·ciL.' N':''' 
-=,tc. \ HO\-Ie '/ €-(' this "T j'p-= 2" plate W<3S nc·t il-,ttlJduced before YT prool,cti'::Oi' 
r: O;Moe n c<:?d lIt \'/i:lS ::>erhaps Introduced in HO'.==fOoer 1949,fol'" the "Tu") SO,;,5 

Ill'-!""lr' ~tedfHe ha 'i e " ',/T / E ):R/ 3::5,)" st':"lIlped on ,3. "'Type I " !-.lai:.e. r~ow Cl \>,o('d 
~bcut the ~olGur of theSE plates. Th~re a r ~ br~ss ; ~ ~onze coloured pl~t2s and 
" i 1 '; .,or ,:,nes. r-'hc,to'3 ('aph i c ev i dence ;,.."",ms to sL!<~'3es t th Cl t perh aps all 
3u~ r a"tee plates w~re originally sil~e ... -co~ted ind that with time,thrcu~h 

pc.!l"hin'3 01'" ]~ne('al we6r',to '" 31"e'3t~l" or lcS5E'J'" !?xtellt on 2t. lar'3e number' of 
pl~l~~ th~ sil ~er coating has disappeared. In other words, there 1S nothlnq 
",0;, ,. 8 t te. Sl!Ppu(·t Cl theory that o"c cc.lOLlr y'as for .:-xpOl"t cars- ~.l",d the other 
ror' dom~~tic 0nes,~r that certain types of plates iSSUEd at cert~in tlmes 
h.:.d :ud', ;;.od 'SlIch:3 finish. 

The ur i '31nal ledsers,~ivillg the dates o f issue of t hese guarantee plates,fur 
''-T'' Types 3t any r~te,6\"re in the drch ,des u f ( n E' M ~ G . ':-ar Cll'O. 

Las t l y ,thEre arso cases c.f '3llC\f'antE'E' pl.:.tes h""dn~ been ~t=t,(.ped IoJith tho? 
,·,'-1r.1ue,-. of '" F"ctQry r',=,placernent !:",-'o:p,)e. I-k:·w ..,ouId [hi:::; '::O"1~ ai:>uut7' 
Well,iF,~hen the car was cheCked u v er' before ,~le~se ~t the !?~d of the 
pr"odu,.:+:t <.,-, ll"e,lt '-,la5- Fc.und U-,,,,t l:h~ ,:,"'3i,-,e fitted ',Ias deficient In ~"()y 

,.,' .0; ) ,"" Fact.::.,, ! r'?placeroent rlo'Jid b e I=itted a,-od a ne!-, glldf'antee plate showlng 
; cs '-, t IJfJ(;-: r' ,,;c,,_, j d be i s:;t,ed F01' t iI a t car. 

G" Erlc=ci<F ·"e t .:d:e Our' arY,""tual look .;It the most Important F:egister 3tatisti ·":s . 
."Jt,,;er · .~r·s ~.f t he "RE-cent Disco'~'el" lE'S" .:-·:dLlmn 11"1 past 'oontils Will have 
('eali:ed th~t I have f'I0W begLln ~g~ln to ~Cl"e oFten than not &1IGC6~~ 

Fi?'3ister o1L'mbers to " ("rew" '::'ars From the top of the ·r-a..-.'3-= (s-=e T(:Yl(,4/Aprll 
19q1 ror i? >< planatlon). I'c.st Qf t i-,e 1:'.4 "potentl.;..l ('eallocatlo·tl s " stLll 
remainIng a~e overseas CdrS. 
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THE M.G. 'V' TVPE REGISTER-

(SUMmary of important statistics) 

VAs on the REgister (of which 12 are left-hand-drive) 
YBs on the Re31ster 
YTs on the Re~ist~r 
YRCs on the Register 
Specials/Composites on the Re~ister 
Unknown (main)y saloons) on the Register 

Total nwnber of cars on the Register 

Cars 

Positively identified 
Potential "real10cations 

identified by chassis number: 

1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
19"':,3 

TOTAL 

Total \ouIl\ber of owners contacted 
Number of current owners 

Number of cars in each country: <38 

England 567 
Aust r alia 214 
U.S.A. 123 
RepubliC of South Africa 45 
Scotland 26 
Netherlands "COL __ I 

Wales 17 
New Zealand 17 
Canada 14 
Switzerland 13 
Eire 12 
Singapore 9 
Malaysia 7 
Northern Ireland 6 
Denmark 6 
Hong Kon~ 4 
Channel Islands 4 
Belgium 4 
f1ade i I"a .:..' 

b 

ccuntrie5) 

Thailand 
Cyprus 
Japan 
Gerrnany 
Zimbabwe 
Miiii:a 
Portugal 
Lw(embour~ 

India 
B.mgl ade5h 
Isle of Man 
France 
Sr i Lanka 
No'r~y 

Colombia 
Maca~1 

Austria 
Spain 
Namibia 

1992 

625 
256 
181 

., 
-' 

16 
66 

1,147 
1,013 

134 

51 
83 

202 
166 
86 
75 
93 

756 

1, 152 
798 

-.> 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

1 
1 

1991 

595 ,--
-<.. .> f 

176 
3 

16 
68 

1,095 
947 
148 

47 
76 

187 
161 
76 
62 
:39 

698 

1,058 
754 
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TIiE MG FRONT CRANK SEAL 

The front .cranl:' seal on. the MG T-series engines is a simple graphite-loaded rope 
sruffed (wIth difficulty). Ulto a slot p'an1y in the chain cover and panly in the pan. 
There are repons of vanous commerCIal rubber seals that can fit, or almost fit, into the 
groove, and effect a more modem, leakfree seal. Since I didn't have the number of 
the closest commercial seal, I searched through the seal catalogs at my favorite 
bearing/seal disnibutor. The desired seal would have seal around a 1.415" shaft (actu-
ally the pulley OD), and would crush fit into a groove of about 1.83" OD and 0.35" 
thickness (however this groove is not really designed to fit standard seals). The selec-
tion is also somewhat complicated by the unknown thickness of the compressed pan 
gasket, initially about 25 roils. 

I found four possible candidates: 

SEAL # SHAFT BORE WIDTH 

13510 1.375" 1.828" 0.250" 
13.537 1.~75" 1.828" 0.313-" 
13529 1.375" 1.750" 0.197" 
36x47x7 36mm 47mm 7mm 

I purchased all four and tested them for fit into the pan/chaincover groove. The CR 
13529 was very loose, and the Metric 36x47x7 was possibly too large (it worked with 
the full thickness of gasket, bur appeared as if it would interfere with proper gasket 
crush (resulting in a much more serious leak!). The CR 13510 was slightly too thin 
and c:)uld slide a.xially, but CR 13537 was almost perfect; 'With the pan bolted up it 
was tightly held in place. 

Although the seal would probably work with the somewhat oversize shaft size, I 
decided to maximize its life by providing a proper shaft size and bener surface finish. 
CR also sells slip-on sleeves ("speedi-sleeve") for repair of old worn shafts; I pur-
chased CR 99138, designed to fit on shafts worn to a diameter between 1.371 and 
1.377". I trimmed down the pulley diameter to 1.374 in a simple lathe cut and slid the 
sleeve ovet' with the tool provided (noting first the seal position relative to the face of 
the pulley). Although the sleeve, at $15.13, cost more than 4 times the seal, it should 
significantly increase the life of the ~ a highly desirable consequence. 

The seal is installed with the chain cover (which has slightly more than half the diame-
ter and thus captures the seal). I used a very small amount of blue silicone, probably 
unnecessary in light of the excellent fit and outer rubber coating. 

The engine is ~ in break-in, so l have no l~n.g-tenn d.a~ a'!t th~re _~~ Jl_Q J~ to 
date. 

Bill Oldham 

The above ar-ticle first appeared ir; "The Wind Mac:hine" of JanuaY'"y 1991. 
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The 13th 
BRISTOL CLASSIC 
CARSH 

SPOI$Oll[D IY 

BRISTOL EXHIBITION CENTRE 
14TH·15TH MARCH '992·0PEN 10AM·6PM 

CLASSIC CAR AUCTION.1pm SATURDAY 14TH 
FREE ADMISSION FOR ADULTS £4.50 O.A.P. 's £3.00 ACCOMPANIED CHILDREN 

For details & discount advance tickets - Telephone (0272) 701370 

TRADE STAND5-CWB STAND5-HUGE AUTO JUMBLE 
EVERYTHING FO" THE .ClASSIC CA.R ENTHUSIAST 

SPECIAL MINI OWNERS CLUB FEATURE 

Ne.~lette, Editor/P.e~istrar: J.6.La.50o,   
U. K. Spare~ Secretary (oe" sparps): A.Brier,    

U.~. Spares CO-urdinator i5e~nd~hand S9aresl; n."ullen,  
~u~traljan Contact/Sparei Secret~ry: M . H.Fry! Victoria.3 ,AustTalia.  

S~uth "frican Contact: D.R.LaMrence, Republic of South Africa.  

'The CIHSic V' is published by S~ycol Publications. 

n_CG._.~~1y ~"o._ a~ en_ .dito~ a~ o~ t~_ pUD~~.M_~.~ Th_ ~~VT" c_~no~~_ 

n_l~ r_.pan.~al_ ~ar Any ~o_. Qr ~_~.~_ ~_~~~~n~ ~rom th. ~mpl_~_n~.tta" c~ 
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