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THE CLASSIC Y

The Newsletter of the M.G. 'Y Type Register.
Volume 15. No.l114. December 1922.

CARS FOR SALE-:

0l160. "M.G. YA 1851. Cream. Seen at all the major Scottish
rallies over the last few vyears (and now on T.V.) Alas
now too small for growing family. Offers around £4,500.
Contact Sandy Tavylor. Tel: Stirling

HAVE A HAFPY CHRISTMAS
&
A SAFE AND SUCCESSFUL NEW YEAR

John Lawsor.

Hewsletter Editor/Reqistrar: J.6.Lawson,
U.K. Spares Secretary {(nem spares): A.Brier,
U.K. Spares Co-ardinator (second-hand spares): D.Hullen,

Australian Contact/Spares Secretary: N.H.Fr WVictoria, JJfustralia,
South African Contact: D.R.Lawrence, I Rcoubiic of South Africa.
‘The Classic Y' is pubiished by Skycol Publications,
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Register pMowvements

This is a new addition to "The Classic Y" replacing the
"Register News - Recent Discoveries”™ column which has been
running for some years. Now, as well as giving full data on
newly discovered "Y" Types, we will also bring you news of
"movementa"” such as ownership and location changes, additional
information to that already published, engine and colour etc.
changes. In other words, a little more background on some of
the cars we've heard about since the last issue. So, without
more ado....

0367. Y/T/7EXR 4725. Engine No: XPAG/TR/14562. Body No: 53171-
??27?. Green/black two—-tone exterior. New owner,
Mr .Laurence Brush of Co.Antrim. Exported to Maine
U.5.A. when new or nearly new by a member of the
U.S.A.F. based at Loring A.F.B. Changed hands several
times and ended up at Bath, Maine possibly in the hands
of anmother U.S. serviceman. Between then and 1888, car
had several owners and became partially dismantled.
Bought by Rick Watson of Smithfield, Maine and then
s0ld. Imported inte U.K. by Mr.Edward Quelch of Luton
in April 1890, then s0ld to a Mr.Rose of Lincoln.
Purchased by current owner in August 1992. Thought
originally to have been black with a red interior,
black hood and tonneau cover.

0398. ¥3316. Original engine no. XPAG/SC-/13041. Current
engine no. XPAG/SC/F75344 (Gold Seal). Body No:
26142635, Current owner, Mr.R.A.King of Redditch.

0399. "NHW 358". Converted from a "YAY into a convertible by
Sandy Henderson of Avon. Cream exterior, green
interior. Originally noted in saloon form by member
L.C.Morriss in Rainham, Essex on 22nd February 1564.

0471. "PPE 928", Maroon saloon based in England.
0489. YB0O686, Now owned by Mr.J.F.Cochrane of Co.Durham.

0637. Y6488. Ownership change from Mr.C.J.Osboxrne of Surrey
to Mr.Graeme Curtis of Sunderland. Ozxriginal engine,
8C/16294 no longer fitted. Exterior colour changed from
maroon and black two-tone to black overall.

1059. Y3156. A left-hand-drive saloon. New owner, Mrx.Poul
Hgrup Jensen of Marslet, Denmark.

1121. Y2399. Until recently, this car belonged to
Geoffrey.J.Becher, an Australian on secondment to
India. On completion of his tour abroad Mr.Becher sold
the car to a Mr.Ralph Iseniger who is Swisa and was
purchasing it on behalf of hias uncle.



Herewith the second part of Dave Lawrence's comprehensive
three-part article on "Y" Type battery boxes....
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HE M.G. 1}-Lire (Series Y) was
intrroduced 0 1947, thus becomung
onc of the frst completely rescyled

cars to appear afrer the war,

The model was continued for six years,
during which tme 7,500 were buil, many
of them for export earning a good reputation
for the Britsh motor industry.

The t4-litre was disuncuve in appearance
and was more than an ordinary motor car.
It was a combinauon of family-sized vehicie,
British craftsmanship and a ear with good
performance. The engine, the M.G.
XPAG 1,250 <.c. oh.v. 1ype, delivered a6
b.h.p. at 4,8c0 r.p.m. and road test reporis

2.3,8,7 = Inler valves

Puah rod guides

PRACTICAL MOTORIST AND MOTOR CYCLIST

- DECOKING THE

the fuel pump. Remove the carburetter air
cleaner, branch pipc and floatchamber
overflow pipz and unbolt the carburetter
from the inducudn manifold.

Remove the bolt clipping the exhausy pipe
to the gearbox and remove the four nuts
securing the induction and exhaust manifold
10 the cylinder head and withdraw the mani-
fold. Iloosen the top ciips on the thermo-
stat by-pass’ pipe and remove the top
radiator hose and thermostat body and also
the oU feed pipe 1o tha rocker gear from
the cylinder head.

It is also necessary to slacken the fume
pipe and the side inspection cover. If this
cover gasket 15 damaged, it
musg be replaced before the

engine 1s run,

@ @ @ roclier gear irom the cylinder
e head and then the push-reds

The cylinder head
free of zll s
Remove

15 now
attachments.
the wvialve cover and

mav be withdrawn.
Tt 15 2 pond idea ¢

ﬁ

= Exhaust vzives

i

Fig. 1.—Showing the pesitioning of tite valves

1,4,-&' Y-

at the time indicated that the model had 2
top spced of ove- 70 m.p.h., acceleration of
o-60 m.p.h. 1n 294 seconds and a fuel con-
symption of 36.5 m.p.g. at 30 m.p.h.

In December, 1951, the “B"” version of
the Y Serics was inwoduced, the main
difference being the standard fitting of a
hypoid rear axe. )

Engine decarbonising on this vehicle is a
relatvely simple task requiring only tme
and, possibly, 2 few shillings’ worth of
gaskers but it can m=an a great deal in geod
all-round performance.

The time factor can be shortened if the
following procedure is adopted but, before
doting so, it is advisable o buy a decarbonis-
ing gasker set, part No. M.G.9r7/15.

Removal of Cylinder Head

Drain the watér system by opening the
1ap at the bottom of the radiator and ihe
1ap in the cylinder block immediately beiow
the exhaust manifold. )

Remove the bonnet completely afier
jaking our the two screws ai the rear end
of the bonner hinge. Detach the high-
tension cables from the sparking plugs and
remove the. sparking plugs, raking care not
o break or damage the porcelain centres.
Then disconnect the throttle and mixture
controls. :

Uncouple the exhausc pipe from the
manifold and disconnect the fuel pipe from

to oplace all these
parts in order of
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Improving
Engine Performance
By A. CHAMBERS

cach side with a hammer vsing a
picce of wood (0 take thz blow.
When lifting the head, » Jirccr pull
should be ewven sa that the head v Lfred
cevenly up the studs,

The copper-asbestos gaskel 15 noi dificuit
10 remove and should be lifted squarely o
preveng jamming on the cylinder head studs.

Removal of Valves

Before removing carbon from th:s head.
the valves should be withdrawn. The valve
springs are securcd by split cotters which
can oniy be extracted if the cyhnder head
1s placed on a bench, combustion cpnambers
downwards. with a block of wond or
suitable packing piece ftted n the com-.
bustion =pace bulow the walves bang
worked upon. By depressing the valve
spring from above, the rwo cotrer halves on
cach valve stem can be withdrawn, On the
valve stems will be found a small synthetic
rubber o: scal which can be sligped od
casily.

Cleaning the Head

A wide screwdriver or similar blume

0 z 7 I

removal since 1t

faciliractes

reissembly, which

is the aktovy pro-

cedure carried out n the
reverse order.

Release the 1o cvlinder head

stud nuts 2 parnal turn ar a

time undl they are frez for
complete removal bv hznd. A
special spanner (or this should
be included in the ool kit
The cylinder head can now be removed
bat, i it does not come away easily, rap

Fig. 2.—Th= corrcct order [or recightening thz evlinder

head nurs.

instrument should be used to remove the
carhun deposits 1aking care not 1o damase
ihe wvalve «caungs. After washing the
complete head tharough!y, it 1s

Fig. 3.~—Showing the special spanger used for wvalve

clearagce adjustment,

advisable to dry off by blowin:
with compressed air rather 1han
wiping over with a1 rag,

Cleaning the Piston Heads

Vervy great care musy be
taken since the piston heady ars
aluminium alloy. A very blunt
mstrument should  be  use:l
without preag pressure. Do net
use an abrasive, such as emcry
cloth.

The carbon around ‘the top
nf the ecyhinder and around the
piston cdge should wnot be
removed as this 15 an cflective
oil seal, A good method of
preserving this, while the piston
head is being cleaned, s (o
1~sert an old piston ring in the
10p of the cylinder bore on top
of the aarbon. Do not allaw
particles of carbon 1o fall in
the waterways or cylindzr bores,
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Grinding in the Valves

Ag this sfage of.\ dcca:bomsms,
valves are still removed, it woul
plan 10 check their cond.luon.

If at all buckled or p:tted, l.hcy sl:mu.ld bc
replaced although’ mild pifudg can
remaved by having the valve faces trueg
up on_a sgecual machine,

Also mspcc[ the - valve seats as it R
possible pitting may be evidenc. Spedial
machining will also 1ake care of these
depicssions -in ,the metal and prevent
ncedléss grinding away, )

If everything appears lo be in order,
valve grinding may begin. Care should be
:aken (o see that the valves are insered
into the correct port, No, 1 being at the
forward end of the cylinder block (Fig. 1).

be a good

The grinding-in 'process consists of coarmﬁ ¢

the bevelled face of the valve with a sma
quantity of valve grinding paste,.reinsertng
the valve in 1y’ guide -and parnzlly rotatng
it _backwards and forwards on its seatng,
using a suntable tool which will cither grip
the valve stem or, for more pressure, which
can be brought o bear an the valve.head.
The valve should be cleared from iis seating
every few rediprocations and given a ~hali=
turn in order thar the grinding compound
may spréad evenly over the whole surface.

It is not neccssary o continue grinding
once the. faces of both the valve and scating
have taken on a clean, even, matt-surfaced
appearance,

After each valve is glrnound in, withdraw it
and wash it in parathn, rogether with the
valve -seating and surrounding valve port.
Do nor forger to wash our the valve stem
anides as some of the grinding compound
may have found its way into these,

Reassembly of Valves

When reassembling the valves care should
be 1aken to see thar they are in their correct
poris. Ol the valve sterms with a liude
enzine oil and then insert them ' thewr
guides, one 3y a rime, Alter rcsting the
vilve head on the wopod pac gmg block
the valve spring may be replaced with the
valve spring cap resting on it. Engage a
tool on the top of the cap and depress the
spring to expose almosr the whole of the
groove in the upper end of the valve stem.
The syntheric rubber oil seal ring must
then be fited 1o the bottom of the cofter
groove when the two copical corters (small
ends downwards) can be reinserted.

Gradually release the spring, making sure
the corters are properly engaged in their
arooves,

Refiuing Cylinder Head

Make sure thar tbe surfaces -of both the - .

cylinder block and cylinder head are clean.
It is nO1 neccssary o use jointing compound
‘or the-gasker bur 9t may, with advanmg
be smeared with grease, Having slipp
the gasket over ‘the sruds, with the elongated
hole for the warerways to the rear (Fig. 1),
lower the ecylinder head. into posidon and
replace the nurs and screw to finger tight-
ness. The corréct o:de.r for tightening the
nuts is shown in Fig. 2,

The push-rods should be fined next and
theri” the Tocker gear reassembled, Since
the valves have been-ground in it i necessary
to check the apper adjustment and make
sure there is clearance. - These,' of- course,
will be readjusted after final assembly and
the ¢ngine run.

Now fic the valve cover, notr forgeming
the cork gasker, Make. sure it fits squarely.
[r is 2 good idea (o sdck the "gasker o the
cylinder head with jomring compound—but
nor to the valve cover as welll

Reconnect the oil- feed- pipe 1o.the rocker
gear and ugheen the side inspection cover
and fume pipe, making sure thar the gasker

while: the, .

PRACTICAL "MOTORIST AND -MOTOR CYCLIST

is sat:.s.factory Should -thére be apy_ doubt
2¢ 1o its condirion - rcghce it Wit a"new dae

dc-is a good plali, “fop;. O iASpect _the
exhausy manifold at thi§ stage' and clean it

out if necessary, "AlSG inspect the exhaust

manifold gaskews apd. rériew -them® if- they
have deterioratéd. - Refir the indiction and
exhaust  manifold Wwith ““the “carburetier
assembly and tghten évenly the nuts hold-
ing - the manifold.

Fig. 4—When the Jock-nuc is r\ele.and., the

valve clearance ecan be set by rocadng the

adjustment screw with 3 screwdriver and
checking wi(h a feeler gauge to .019i0.

Check 2nd adjusc the sparking plugs, or
n:placv if necessary, and replace the high
tension leads after refitting the plugs: Replace
the thermostar body and radiator ¢onnecting
hose and tighten the hosc clips, nnect
the fuel pipe 1o the fuel pump and switch
on the ignition and check for fuel leaks.
The eogine c2n now be started and should

Reproduced by courtesy of
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be allowed  to "run. briskly . for several
“minutes, unnl thc WaterTremperatire gses to

“76 or 8o deg. C7 or "185-155 deg, *F.

Final Ad}ustment
Whilse the cngine is ac the above em-
perature, remove the valve cover, retghten

the ‘cylinder head “siud nuts. and ad]ust the

valve clearance.

Adjust these 10 give a play of .o19in.
(.48mm.) for both the inlec 2nd exhaust
valves beiween the end.of the wvalve siem
and the toe of the rocker when the engine
is hot bur, if you must do it while the engine
is cold, allow an extra .0o01in. ((025mm).

It 15 important 1o note thar while the
clearance is being set the tappet of the valve
bewng operated on is bearing exactly on the
heel of the am.

It should be rcalised thar, counting from
opposite  ends, the pistons 2re  paired
together and move in unison, While the
valve of one is fully opened, the correspond-
ing valve of the other is fully closed,

To reduce the number of rimes the cngine
need be rotated rabies of the correce valve
adjusting sequéence are:

No. 1 rocker with No. 8 valve fully open

NO' 3 b ] " 3] ”» " t11
hlo' 5 ) (k] " 4 " »

NO' 2 * " ? b1 1

No R " i L

No. 6 “ w 3 ow o 5
No 4 ] » [T T v 1
No. 7 . ” o 2 s ¢
Turn the engine by the surting handle

until No. 8 valve is wide open; No. 1 valve
can now be adjusied. Twn engine unnl
No. 6 is open and adjust No. 3, cte.

Valve cleirance adjustment is made by
the ball-ended screws which engage the 1ops
of the push-rods. A special spanner should
stll be in the ool kit for this (Fig. 3).
When the lock-nut is released the valve
clearance <¢an be scr accurately by ratung
the adjustment screw with 2 s¢rewdriver and
checking with a feeler gavge to orom.

Finally, replace the valve cover and it ihe
air cleaner and branch pipe.

"Practical Motorist”.
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