
THE CLASSIC 'Y'  
The Newslette~ o~ the M.G. 'V' Type Re'3ister.  

Volume 15. No.114. -Decernb er 1992.  

CARS FOR SALE: 

0160. 	 "M.G. YA 1951. Cream. Seen at all the major Scotti~h 
rallies over the last few years <and now on T.V.) Alas 
now too small for growing family. Offers around £4,500. 
Contact Sandy Taylor. Tel: Stirling  

A 

HAVE A HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
&I 

SAFE AND SUCCESSFUL NEW YEAR 

.John 1.. aN::; on, 

Hp.l!slpthr EditorIRe'jistrar: J.6.LaII50n,   

U.lC Spares Secrl'tary (/le." sparn): A.Brler, fork,Y  
U.~. 5pQr~s Co-ordinator (second-hanD spares») D.Hullen,  

Austrdlian ContactJSpare~ Secretary: ~.H.Fry, ,Victoria,3 Australja.  

South African Contact: D.R.La.rencl!, fRlpublic of South Africa.  

'Th~ Classic V' is pUbll$hfd by Skycol Publications. 
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This is a new addition to "The Classic Y" replacing the 
"Register News Recent Discoveries" column which has been 
running for some years.. Now, as well as giving full data on 
newly discovered "Y" Types, we will also bring you news of 
"movements" such as ownership and location changes, additional 
information to that already published; engine and colour etc. 
changes. In other words, a li tt1e more background on some of 
the cars welve heard about since the last issue .. So, without 
more ado •••• 

0367. 	 Y/T/EXR 4725. Engine No: XPAG/TR/l4562. Body No: 53171-
??? Green/b1acK two-tone exterior. New owner, 
Mr.Laurence Brush of Co.Antrim. Exported to Maine 
D.S.A. when new or nearly new by a member of the 
U.S.A.P. based at Loring A.F.B. Changed hands several 
times and ended up at Bath, Maine possibly in the hands 
of another U.S. serviceman. Between then and 1988, car 
had several owners and became partially dismantled. 
Bought by Rick Watson at Smithfie1d, Maine and then 
sold. Imported into U.K. by Mr.Edward QUelch of Luton 
in April 1990, then sold to a Mr. Rose of Lincoln. 
Purchased by current owner in August 1992. Thought 
or iginally to have been black with a red inter ior, 
black hood and tonneau cover. 

0398. 	 Y33l6. Original engine no. XPAG/SC/l304l. Current 
engine no. XPAG/SC/F75344 (Gold Seal). Body No: 
2614/2635. Current owner, Hr.R.A.King of Redd1tch .. 

0399. 	 "NHW 358". Converted from a "YAN into a convertible by 
Sandy Henderson of. Avon. Cream exteJ:ior, green 
interior. Originally noted in saloon form by member 
L.C.Morriss in Ra1nham, Essex on 22nd February 1964. 

0471. 	 "PPE 928". Maroon saloon based in England. 

0489. 	 YB0686. Now owned by Mr.J.F.Cochrane of Co.Durham. 

0637. 	 Y6488. Ownership change from Mr.C. J. Osborne of Surrey 
to Mr .Graeme Curtis of Sunderland. Original engine, 
Sc/l6294 no longer fitted. Exterior colour changed from 
maroon and black two-tone to black overall. 

1059. Y3l56. A left-hand-drive saloon. 
H~rup Jensen of M~rslet, Denmark. 

New owner, Mr .Poul 

1121. Y2399. Ontil recently, this car 
Geoffrey.J.Becher, an Australian on 
India. On completion of his tour abroad 
the car to a M.r .Ralph laeniger who is 
purchasing it on behalf of his uncle. 

belonged to 
secondment to 
Mr.Becher sold 
Swiss and was 
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Herewith the second part of Dave Lawrence's comprehensive 
three-part article on "Y" Type battery boxes •••• 

RIGH T S{J:>E 
'I 

oF=FS~ Box aN y~ 

.. 
AN]) ceNTRAL Box 

ON 
HOLE, w. TI-4 RuBF1t:R 

GRoMMeT, Po K 
B~Ti€1<'/ Cfl.Bt..i= 

TWo HoLE5 FoR 
4 TTACHINtS 

PEl'ROL "PUM P 

NOTE;'S 

FoR A-L L 

YTs 15 " OFFSET 

- 43 -



RIGHT SI »£ YB  
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LEFT SI7>E OF;::"s=-r BoX ON 

rw'o 1'10o.lN TiNr;;, HoLES Fo!? 

" MAI>e ,1'1 ~Nr;;L.."""':J) PLA 7"': 
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D·ECOKINC· 
Oclobpr. 1958 PRACTICAt MOTORIST AND MOTOR CYCLIST 

fig, l--Sbowlng du. special spanoer used for Yol:vc 
e!cU1Ulce adj ustme:l\t. 

THE M .G . lot-Litre (Se""s Y) was 
introduced in 1947, thus becoming 
onc of tbe firSt completely restyled 

cars to appear afte. the \\"3;'. 
The model was CODtinued for six YUtS, 

dw:ing wlUch time 7,500 were built, many 
of [hem for export earning a good reputation 
for- Ihe British motor industry, 

The It-litre was disunctive in appearance 
~nd was more. Ihan an ordinary motor car. 
It was a combinauon of family-sized vehicle, 
British craftsmanship and a car wiw goo:! 
p.:rfocmance. The engine. the M .G . 
XPAG 1 ,~50 cc. o.h.v. Iype, delivered 46 
b.h.p , 31 4,800 r.p.m. and road lesl repoas 

THE 
l%l,TRE@ 

( SERIES Y) 
Improving 

Engine Performance 
By A. CHAMBERS 

o:ach s ide with a hammer W ~'\r1~ ~ 
p;ecc of wood 10 t3ke lh" b':J\\'. 
\'('hen lift ing the hc~d, " J"c'''1 pL '1 

the Cue! pUtTfp. Remove the carbUlctter air 
e\eaner, branch pipe and tloal-<:hamber 
ovc:rflow pip: and "n~olt Ihe carburetter 
(ram the in'duction manifold . 
R~ove the bolt clipping rhe exhaust pipe 

10 the gearbox and remove Ihe four nUls 
securing tbe indllc(ion and exhaust manifold 
to the cylinder head and withdraw the mani-
fold. Loos= me top dips on the thermo-
St3t by-pass ' p ipe :md remove the top 
r.;dialo(' hose and thermos tat body and also 
the oil feed pipe 10 th~ rocke r gear from 
the cylinder head. 

It is also necessary to s lacken rhe fume 
p'pe and 

2, J, 6, 7 :. /"'" v_Iv.. 

o~ ... 0- _0_ -aO .. _o 

®®®®j 
o -.eoca- 0 "'" .. o 

cedure curied out In Ihe 
reverse order. 

RcJe~se the 10 cvlin::er hcad 
slud nu!s a parriai lurn al " 
lime unul Ihey are fre= fo: 
complere removal by hand. A 
special spanner for th is shou:d 
be included in the tco l .' it. 

The cylinder head can nOW be removed 
b 'JI , ,f i! does nOt come Jway easily, rap 

Ih-: side inspec t ion cover. If Ihis 
cover gaskel is damag<:d, il 
must be replaced beiore the 
~ngine is ru n . 

The cylinder he'ad is now 
free of all its a{[achmenls. 
Remove Ihe vJlvc cover and 
roc1:er ge-3r irom the cyl inder 
head and then the pUSh-rods 
m3~ be w,thdrawn . 

It IS a good idea  
to olace ;It) Ihe~e  
pans in order of  
removal s ince ir  
fac ili lat es  
relSsem bly, which  
is rhe a~o\\: pro- 

should be given so that the lw.• J " !.f[<:J 
evenlv up Ihe sluds. 

The copper-asbestos gasket , I no; J!lncui [ 
10 remove J nd should be lifled ' qtlarely !() 

prevent jamming on the cylinder hC3d ;IU(1). 

Removal Qf Valves 
Before removing carbon from th" he3d. 

rhe va lves shou ld be wilh<ir~wn . Thl: v~lve 
s pring' ~r c sccu red by split Callers wh ich 
can on i)' be c)(rr~ctcd ,f the cylmder h~aJ 
is placed all a bench, combustion ch~mbers 
downwards, wit h a block of wood O( 
su il" bl2 packing piece filled '" [he cu:n- . 
busrion < p:lCC bdow Ihe V:llVC5 be,,\.,: 
worke d up::>n . By depressing the '~I '''c 
sprin!: irom ~bove, [he IWO CO([C( h ake, Cln 
c3ch val,·c ,tcm can be wllhdrawn. On I ~c 
valve He.", will be found a small synrhet;c 
rubber o ,i >-ca l which can be slipped I'n 
castly. 

Cleaning (he Head 
A w,de ,<-rcwdriver or si mil3r b~un[ 

-'10 

9 

@) 

Fig. :l.-~ COrrect order (or Ttughrcning thz cylinder 
hCoId nuts. ' . 

InslrL.l mer.t , hou ld be used to remove [ h~ 
carhun d:;>oslls laking care nOI 10 dama~c 
i~e \'a l\'~ ,.ca ungs . After wa~hing the 

complete head Ihorough!v, it,S 
adv isa ble to dry off by blo"" ;;> '; 
with com pressed J!r rather Ih~" 
wiping over Wilh i:l Cd£:. 

Cleaning the Piston Heads 
Ver\' great core mU~t b~ 

laken since rhe piston hcad~ are 
~Iumi n ium alloy. A '/cry blunl 
;nst rumenl should be use , 1 
without .c:rcI pressure . Do net 
use an abrasive, such as emery 
c1olh . 

The c~rbon around 'he top 
of the cyhnder and around tl1-
p Iston edge should I ,~ t b~ 
re moved a< this is an clTecti\';: 
oil seal. A good method of 
prt.serving thIS, while the pIston 
head is being cleaned, is t" 
' ~Icn ~n old oiston ril1!~ I n the 
lOp oi the cylinder bore 0;1 !O;:l 
of the carbon. Do nOI aUo\V 
p~nic1es of carbon to idll 1nl·;'> 
the \·...-aterw~ys or cylind::r bores. 

Fig. I .-Showing [he positioning' of t:te valv~ 

at the tIme ,nd:caled !.hat the model had 3 
lOp speed of O'JCO 70 m .p.h ., acce!eratio:l of 
0-60 m.p.h. In 291 seconds and a fuel con-
WfTIpnon of 36.5 m.p.g. at 30 m.p.h. 

In December, 1951, the "B" version of 
{he Y Series was inuoducod, we main 
difference being the standard fitting of a 
hypoid rear axle. 

Engine decarbonising on this vehicle is a 
relatively simp],! task requiring only time 
and, possibly. a few shillings' worth of 
ga~kets but it C,-"1. ""~.!l a great deal in geod 
all-round perfonnance. 

The lime faclor can be shortened if the 
following procedure is adopted bur, before 
doing so, it is advisable to buy a decarbonis-
ing gasket sel, pan No. M.G.917/ I S· 

Removal of Cylinder Head 
Drain the water system by opening we 

tap at the bot{Om of the radiator and ihe 
tap in the cylinder block Immediately below 
{he exhaust manifold. 

Remove thc bonnet complerely ' afte: 
uking QU! {he two screws at the rear eDd 
of the bonnet hinge. Delach the high-
tension cables from the sparking plugs and 
remove the. sparking plugs, laking care no! 
to break or damage the po~celain ce.oues. 
Then di>connecr the throule and mixrure 
conuols, 

Uncouple the exhausr , pipe from the. 
manifold and disconnect the fuel pipe from 
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324 :l'RACTI<:Al' ··M0T0R1ST AND' 'MOTOR CYCLIST October, ..1958 
GriDding in the Valves 

Al this stag2 of~~deC.y99niSjtlg, ~hile:, th~. 
valv~ are still removed, il would be a good 
plan lo.check dleir cond.iuoo.. 

If a( all buckled 'or pitted, they sbould bc 
replaced although' mili! pihirig ca.c ·be 
removed bv having the valve facc.s trueQ. 
up on. ~ s~ecia! m.a~ ine. . . 

Also inspect thc ' valv!! .seats as It /.lS 
p:>ssible pItting' iTlay be eVldem, SpOClal 
mac hining will also takc carc of these 
depressions ·in .. the metal and prevenr 
needle5s grinding away. 

If c:vcrything appears .10 be in order, 
valve grinding may begin , Care sh?u1d be 
: aic. en 10 see that the valves are msened 
Into rhe correct pon, No. I being at the 
forward end of the cylinder block (Fig, 1). 
, The grinding-in ' process cOllsists of coating 
Ihe bevelled face of rhe valve with a =\1 
quantilY of v.alve grinding paste,. reinsert!ng 
lhe valve in I(S' guide ·and panially rot3Ollg 
it backwards and forwards on its seating, 
using a suitable tool which will eiTher grip 
(he valve stcm or, for more pressure, wh.ich 
Cdn be brought ro bear on Ibe valve . hc:id, 
The valve should be cleared from ilS seatip.g 
every few reciprocations and given a -ha·lt=-
1urn in order that the grinding compound 
ITI3V spread evenly over the whole surface. 

It is no! necessary (0 continue grinding 
once the, (aces of both me valve and scating 
haVe taken on a cle~n, even, malt-surfaced 
appearance, , 

Nlcr each valve is ~ound in, widldraw It 
and wash it in paraffin, rogecber WIth me 
valve ,seating and surrounding valve port. 
Do nor forger to wash Ollr the valve stem 
guides liS some of me grinding compound 
may have found iLS way into these . 

Reassembly of Valves 
When reassembling the valves care should 

be taken to see rha( [hey arc in Iheir correer 
pons, 011 the vaJve , Hems with , a little 
cna-ine oil and then IOsen them In th= 
guides, one ~l l [imc , After rcstinlZ the 
v:;lve head on the woo:! packagmg block 
the valve spring may be replaced with the 
valve spring cap resting on it , Engage a 
tool on the lOp of Ibe cap and depress cbe 
sp rin g 10 expose almosr the whole of the 
orOOVe in lhe upper end of the valve Slern. 
The synthe(ic rubber oil seal ring mus.r 
then be filled to the bo!!om of the corter 
"reove when the [Wo cOllical cottUS (small
~nd5 downwards) can be reinserted. 

Gradually release the spring, making swe 
tr.e COlters are properly engagcd in their 
grooves. 

Refitting Cylinder Head 
Make sure ma~ m:::. sur-!aces ·of ~otb- .~e... 

cylinder block and cylinder head are clean.. 
It is not necessary to use joioting compound 
:or the - gasker but;t may, wirh., adv3f.lt:ag~ 
be smeared wicb grca.se. Havtng slipped 
the ' gasket over ·.the 'smds; with the elongaled 
hol" for the W'atCN'ays to the rear (Fig, r), 
lower the cylinqc;.r head, in'IO Posi~OD. and 
repl~ee me nutS and .screw 10 fWier Oghl-
ness. The cornier order for rightellipg the 
nuts is shown in Fig. 2, 

The pusb-r~ s.qou!d be fitled oe.'!( ,and 
then' the 'rockcr gear reassembled. Smce 
rh~ valves have been 'grou.nd in it is neeessary 
to check the tapper adjustment and make 
sure there is clearance:' These; of- course, 
wiU be re3cljus{cd afr~r final assembly and 
the engine run . 

Now fit the valve cover, nor forgeq.ing 
me cork gasker. J\1.ake, sure ' i( fi,lS , squarely, 
Tt is a good idea [0 stick. the 'gasket to the 
cylinder head with ioinring"comp'ound-bul 
nor to the valve cover as well! 

Reconnect the oil, feed· pipe 10· thc rocker 
selr and tigbtCD dle side inspc.crioo cover 
and fume pipe, making sure tha! Ihe gasket 

is satisfaaory.' .. S~~q.~,p~~_:be ', ~~~, doubt be allcwed, to . - run·. briskly , for several 
a~, 'to" frs condirioci ~reBIli;:~~J! ~lh. ~ _~.e_,? ODe.. -minuies unlihlie ,W31er:-remp.::C'ature QSCS to 

·1<, IS a good pLaii,- ~~oJY, .' t..0 " ~s~ , }~,-e "-jcror 80 (leg: C?'OC:: i 60-'1 'i5 ' d(:i:. 'F. 
~;~ .exhaust manifold at this stage ' and clean I( 

our if necessary. 'Also inspeCt-· the ,-i-dt:iust . Final Adjustment 
. 

manifold gaslteLS _ap,cL r~riew'.. ~~' if : they Wh ilst the cni!ne is at the 3bove tcm'-
bave deteriorated., Refit the inductioo and pera,tun: , rcmov,~ -~e v~l,:,e cover, r7r igh te~exh.ausr manifold With ·-the ' ' w!iw-et"ter the cylinder head 'StUd nuts and adJust theassemblY- and righten"'cvc:nly' the ourS" hold- ' vatve . clearance. -'. ' 
ing.- the manifold, Adjust theSe 'to give a play of ,ol9io , 

(.48mm.) for both the inlet and exhaus t 
valves between me end . o{' me <r.llve stcm 
and the toe of the rocker wh~ the eng ine 
is hot bu r, if you mU5r do it while the engine 
is cold, allow an extr3 ,001 in'. (.025mm) , 

It IS Important 10 nore thar while lhe 
clearance is being set the tappet of the valve 
being operated on is be:uing eXllclly On che 
beel of me cam. , _ 

It should be realised Ibat, counting from 
opposice ~nds , che pistons ~re paired 
togemer and move in unison. \vJbile rhe 
valve of one is fully opened, the correspond-
ing valve of the other is fully closed. 

To reduce che number of runes (he engine 
need be rotated rables of rhe correct va IV" 
ad justing sequence arc: 

No. 1 rocker wim No, 8 valve full y open 
No. 3 " 6 
No. 5 " 4 
N o. 2 7 
No ~ r 
No, b 1 
No -l 5 
No. 7 2 

T urn lh.: cngitle hy rh'" staning handle 
u nli l No_ S " lI ve. is \Vide open; No, I valveFig, 4--Wh= the loclr.~nuc is'rclea·';,ed. the can nOW be adjustcd , Turn engine uncllvalve clearanc.: ean be s.e[ bi rocanng the No. 6 is open and adjUSt No. 3. Ctc.adju==t screw with a sc:re~drive~ and 

cbeclWlg with a fed= g-auge to .019= Valve d e:l rancc ad,usuncn( is m~de by 
the ba ll ·cnded screws Which engage the tOPS 

Check and adjuSt the sparking p!ugs, or of the pu ~h-rods . A special spanncr should 
repla&! if necesS3ry. 3i1.d replice the high ~liJ l be in the tool kir for rhis (Fig . 3), 
tension leads afler refilting the plugs: Replace \Xlhen the lock-nut is releascd the ":l lve 
the -theimost:.ar bOdy and radiator conn"eting clearance on be set 3ceur3 ldy hv rC\(~[lng 

hose and Lighten the hose clipS, Connect the :ld jusc m<' rl t screw wim a screwdriver ~ ncl 
the fud pipe (0 the fuel pump and swtlch checkino wich a feeler gauge to OI9U1· 
on the ignition and check (Ot fucl leaks, Fi !l ~lfy , r.: place the v:llve cover :lnci n[ lhe 
The eogine can now be started and should air clcane r 3 0 d b(";J.neh pipe. 

Reproduced by courtesy of "Practical Motorist" 
' ~ .___ - _______ 
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