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The Newsletter of the M.G. "Y' Type Regjister.
Volume 16. No.l1iS. Octower 1G932.

EDITORIAL

I had a request recently from James Hunter of Peachtree City,
Georgia to publish an up-date of the appendix in my 1988 book
which lists all "Y" Types known to exist at that time. I was
intending to do just this sometime soon so, without further
ade, in thig issue 1 will start with the 1947 cars; and the
rest should follow in the months ahead.

Those of you who have been subscribers to this newsletter from
way back in December 1979 (Issue No.23) - and that would be
about half-a-dozen of you, I think - may remember an article
taken from "Practical Motorist® entitled "Cars Worth Keeping -
M.G. YB" by Phil Reckless. This article described one of the
best <(and guickest) "Y¥" Type restorations that had been
undertaken to date. But, there was a second part to that
article which, thanks in large part to the eccentricity of your
editor, has never appeared in "TCY"! I intend to remedy that
oversight in the December 1993 mag'! But first, for the benefit
of the majority, who have probably never read part one, you
will find it &t the back of this issue.

Hewsietter Editor/Heqistrary J.6.Lawson, .
t.K. Sparec Secretary (new spares): A.Erier,
U.K. Spares Co-ordinater (second-hand sparesi: D.Mallen,
The Australian Y-Type Register: A.L.Slsttery,
The M.&. 'Y' Type Reqister of Scuth Africa:

B.6. Y Reqister Cansark: F,Heumann, _ Bensark.

'The Tlassic Y' 15 publiched by Skyco) Publications,

« Rustralia.

Republic of South Africa.
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A "NEW DISCOVERY". 1%49 YT. Y/ T/EX<U) 3107. Engine no.
TL-12972. This car was purchased by the current owner,

Mr.David.R.Misner of North Hills, Pennsylvania, from
his father, who bhad owned it since 1960. Misner Snr.
was the second owner, the car originally being

purchased from Foreign Motor Sales Inc., of 124 Highway
#35, Neptune, New Jersey. (Incidentally both YT3105 anad
3106 still exist today, both Dbeing in Ontario,
Canada). '3107 has been in storage since 1964 and has

done less than 20,000 miles. During its 1life it has
scguired TD cover-riders, "D” lamps with no dividing
bars and replacement sidelamps with no “red dot"

medallions. It is presently finished in DuPont Bentley
(dark) Green, although i1ts exterior was originally red
in colour.

Readers may recall mention in TCY11l4 (December '92) of
YNHW358" which resurfaced after many vyears, having
originally been spotted by member Lionel Morriss in
Essex in the sixties. Mr.Morriss had the foresight, all
those years ago, to jot down and keep the registration
numbers of the "Y' Types he saw on his travels and,
some years ago, let us have a copy of his list. Well,
now another of "his" cars has turned up. This time it's
"UMG808", a 1952 YB with chassis no. YB0645 and engine
no. SC2/17518. This green car (with green interior),
last seen in _ Essex, on 7th February 1964, was
offered for sale in Sotheby's auction at the R.A.F.
Museum on 4th September this year.

A "NEW DISCOVERYY. 1949 YA. Y3403. Body nco. 2639/2677.
Currently being restored by Steven Jefferies in
y Victoria, Australaia.

And still they come...! Another "NEW DISCOVERY". 1950
YA. Y5909. "JBY963". Engine no. S8C/15788. Body no.
4603-/4577. Owned by Mr.T.P.Raven of _, Dorset.
This car has been in the present owner's family for the

~last 33 years, originally belonging to his father. The

first owner of the car lived 1in _ and once
showed Mr.Raven a copy of "Autosport” (pessibly) in
whaich "JIBYS863" was featured, 1t being the first car to
use the road rail system from Londoen to Scotland.
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DRIVING TO THE FUTURF

BRIEFING

IMMEDIATE RELEASE

THE ROADSPEED IS ADDED TO
DUNLOP CLASSIC RANGE

The world's larsggst collection of classic tyres are made at Fort Dunlop in
Birmingham by SP Tyres UK Limited. The latest addition to the Dunlop Classic
Range 1s the high performance Roadspeed RS5.

The Dunlop Roadspeed RS5 in size 590HI5 comes in a tubeless, crossply
construction and was fitted as original equipment to racey 50s and 60s classics
like the Daimler Dart, Healey Silverstone, Austin Healey 100/100-SIX and 3000,
the MGA — including Twin Cam — and the Triumph TR3 and TR4.

Cars which left the factories on a more 'standard’ 590-15 tyre can also fit the
Roadspeed. Models include the MG TD, TF, YB and Magnette Saloon; the
Morris MO; the Standard Vanguard and Ensign; the Triumph TR2 and
Mayflower; and the Vauxhall Velox and Cresta (to 1957).

This tyre is manufactured tubeless and,for tube type application, which includes
cars fitted with wire wheels, a tube of the correct size must be fitted into the
tubeless tyre.

Available in the UK from

Vintage Tyre Supplies Ltd
The National Motor Museum
Beaulieu

Hampshire
S042 7ZN

Tel: 0590 612261, Fax: 0590 612722

More Follows. ..

SP TYRES UK LIMITED

Fort Dunlop, Birmingham B24 SQT
Phone: 021-384 4444
Fax: 021-306-2358



and in the USA from their US distributor

Universal Tire Co
987 Stoney Battcrg Road
Lancaster PA 17601

Fax 717 898 0949
Orders

1 800 233 3827
Technical Questions 1 800

1 1934
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ENDS

For further information contact Christine Arundell, Press &.PR Officer, SP
Tyres UK Limnited, Tel 021 384 4444, Fax: 021 306 2359




List of all existing cars

1947
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0263
G264
0296
0336
0340
0343
0358
0361
0363
0364
0405
0419
0426
0436
0481
0485
0512
0543
0558
0559
0572
0593
0596
0602
0606
0614
0630
0672
0673
g674
0734
0785
0785
0811
0816
G833
0847
0859
0865
0883
0890
0902
0863
0972
0883
1000
1006
1033

Cheshire
London
Virginia
Dorset
Staffordshare
Cambridgeshire
Kent
Derbyshire
Warwickshire
W.Midlands
Middlesex

?

?

South Careolina
Oxfordshire
Sussex
Cornwall
Florida

NSW

Dorset

?

Queensland
Avon
Schwarzenburg
Nottinghamshire
W.Australia
Cornwall
Lancashire
Cheshire

Avon
Oxfordshire
Washington DC
London
W.Australia
New York
Victoria
Cumbria

NSW

Dunedin

NSW
Hampshire
S.Australia
Queensland
Mutari

NSW
Queensland
Victeria

I
i
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England
England
USA
England
England
England
England
England
England
England
England
England?
Englang?
USA
England
England
England
UsA
Belgium
Australia-
England
England?
Australia
England

SBwitzerland

England
Australia
England
England
Englanad
England
England
usa
England
Australia
UsA
Australia
England
Australia
NZ
Lustralia
England
Australia
Australia
RS&
Australia
Australia
Australia

with‘brief details of locations

snt 9. ..



Y 1041 - Singapore
Y 1052 Yorkshire England

Y 1057 NSW dustralia
Y 1064 NSW Australia
Y 1091 Victoria bdustralia
Y 1098 Victoraia Australia
Y 10¢@¢ S.Ahustralia Australia
Y 1126 Victoria Australia
Y 1138 Victoraia Australia
¥ 1141 Tasmania Austrazlia

Nick Murray or Omagh, Co.Tyrone, currently restores "T" znd "Y"

Types. Here, he 1s pictured as a schoolboy in 1959 or 1960 with
his father's 1950 YA.

(photo vas Davag pHuller)



CARS WORTH KEEPING

iy

the car. but 1t pravious
ownar wanted (o get it out of

tha way by tha following week-
end. | made a bid for iL. butonce |
had handed over tha money |
began to doubt my sanityl Buying
a scrap car was one thing, but why
this ona? Instead of sitting back
and wondenng why | had saddled
mysell with an apparently hope-
lass task of restoration | stared
work: and work i did, like a baaver.
First | med turning the starting
handle to ascarmin il the pistons
wera lree or had rusted in the
cylinder bores. | was right out of
luck 30 | removed the sparking
plugs ana squirted some Redex in.
hoping to ease the rings. It was left
until tha next s0 tha Redaex
could work iself well in. Sure
enough. the engine moved when |
turmied the handle — but only a
* tion: any further affort to turn
v ould have resulted in scoring.
| knaw that the sngine was
otherwise in a 9j00d state
mechanicaily, so off came the

Them was no obligation to buy

—/

cylinder head and the sump. Atthe
bottom and | founa that. with the
car having stood untouched for
such a long tima, the connecting
rods and the inner cylinder block
had acquired a lilm of rust; but this
was a vary minor problem. Next |
removed tha bigend bolts and had
a look at the bearing sheils. These
were slightly scorea so all ware
replaced.

One piston was drawn oul
through tha bottom of tha block —
not out of the top as can be done
with modern cars. | found that the
basa of the bore was lapared. sO
snabling me to cush the piston
back up inside withoul recourse to
a ring compressor Incidentalily.
the nngs wera okay. so | put them
back. Aher checking tha oil pumo

One adventage of older vehicles is that 1here is plenty of room to Work ~
nole the clear layoul of the winng

!
A
o1l

His frien
fiving up to his name
when Philip Reckless

W
s

as ought he was
bougnt the

remains of
this MG

~

| replaced the sump, having given
Inem both a good clgan with
paraffin.

The next job — the brakes —
was the big one. | found they were
of a rype one could truthfully refer
to as air-brakes — not to be con-
lused with those an lornes: they
werg full of air? Time and rust had
taken their toll and it was obvious
that the pipes and hoses would
have 10 be replaced. For help !

“turned lo Brian Poole. a motar
factor in Kidderminster. who has
been of the greatest assistance to
me and who made up a set of metal
pipes lo patiern and orcdered the
correct tiexible noses lrom Lock-
need for delivery the lollowing
Fridgay. Another weekend was
spent fitting all the pipes ana over-

hauling tha master cylinZer sic-:
under the llgor. similar 1o Ire
Marns 1000 Apar: Irom nt reqvr
1ng news seals, | foung that '~
bDrake light switch was broren

As | foung with this Car wh-—-
undenaking a major overnaul or-
develops new skills. particuiarhy. -
repainng old panms ana maki~._
new ones. But unhke th.
anthusiast with a veteran ca-
many apares are s1ill available

The broken swilCh was simda:
10 that for the hang-brakz nght o
tne Commer van, but a5 1h2 con
ponent was not ava:!able ex-stg- -
| set about repaifing i1 A mer,
lipped Bakelite lever s attache:2 |
a metal shaft which rotates wh—-
the brake pedal 1s pressed. .
bringing tha melal lic between |~
normalily open contacis and cor-
pleting the brake hight circunt I~
this casa the metal ‘'wedge was
missing. The apphcanon ol a hnt=
Araldite to the offending par:s
soon effected a repair.

brake problems

Incidentally, when vusing tr.
two-mix strength adhes:ive :t -~
worth remembenng thatil some !
sourca of low heal is avaulabi-

drying lime 15 reduced fru~
approximately 72 hours 1
hours.

Tuming to the brake crur -
Doth the shoes and the wr.
Cylinders had been replaced ~ =
new parts at some tme, sz | -"
them alone and concenirate .-
bleading the system. Winh ‘=
replacement of the drake pipes 1=~
only fluid 1n 1he system was in ir.-
master cylinder. Aif was ™.
enemy and | Had 1o get na of :t

| recruited an assistant an:
when he pressed the brake pec
opened the bieed nippl2 on
near side rear wheel, Air s,
cenainty forced cut but was 2
sucked in again when (Fe Le .
was released. It was sugges™
that | shnouid beg.-bcrrowor o= -
wise obtain a 100l used by ‘r.
trada to force fluia tnrougn 'r.:
pipes, rather like a giant synnce
Few people seemed 10 know o'
this special tool and those whr
had ona seamed lodain 1o leng ot
hire.

An alerrative mathod wasz -
press the brake peZal. ccen "

TECHMCAL RISTORY OF

Tha story starts in May 1947, whsn
MG annpunced a four seater YA
saloon concewved dunng the latter
part of Ihe last war. It featured
many pra-war designs such as
sun-roof, opemng windscreen.
raar window biind. separate head-
lighrs. runmng board and. best ol
all. a ouit-in hyarauhc |acking
syslem ooeraled by a manual
pump in the engine compartmeanl.

The car is powered by a 11hp
(1250¢cc) engina with a single SU
carburetior. All the sports cars
had the sama angina bul were fwin
carburentored SUs and had a 56 as
opposad |0 46 brake horse power
in the salcren. The rear gxle was 3
modilied Marns 10 devel rype with
a lateral controt link hixed to the
rear suspension. \Wheels were
16:nch and the prakes were also
modihed Morris 10.

in Oc'ober 1948. a 'win card
roucer version ol the safoen callad
ime YT Decame avanabdle. Sadlv.
ei3ri@en Morths latar. o was dis-

cermveld

THE 'Y TYPE

The YB o/ 1952 was aveiving o -
improved vessior of the Y=
saloon. with sircnzer damce’s
and jacks. better brakes. lror:
anti-roll bar and smaller 15 ===
wheels, bul the bicges! 170(C .
meni was the new hypod a- -
Tne onty noticeacie oiffers:
visually was the ceeper valans = .
on the rear wings. Alter na2art. < «
and a haff years proguchion Ine .
saloon was disconlinugd 1o ma=2
way lor the Z type Magnefte o
September 1953.

Of the total proouction of 8.33%
—~ 6.158 wers YAs. 877 wera ¥7s
and 1,301 ware Y8s.

Wher the 'T" Iyl soefis O .
slarted to increase 0 value Cur = .
the late 1960s. many o~~:c"
bought YAs and YBs flor soa:.
sharing mosi mechanical e
but now the Y types arg Gain:~_
popularity so the pnice of ihes.
rising rapialy. The ¥Ts a-n =~
sought alter lollgwag pv 1Ne *
last but noil least ire YAs 227 !
uo 2ehing



~leed nipple. hold the pedal down,
“inose the nipple and release the
~ngal then re2eal the seQuence of

~eranons |wentthroughthe drill
mout thunty or fony times until
* .C1ame through. The whole jab

~cuDies an entire week of spare
*.Te 1D zompiele.

Having got the car into running
yJder ? was ready lorits first Mo
1~a was Julvy booked in to a local
sl centre In nas firs! test it faileo.
~ accoun: ol a Poor nanabrake

-Aance on Ine pliside wheel, |

‘eechad the hangbrake agjust-
are again ang found that it was
“meElurce o e trouble. althougn
© was prewinusiv in arder | only
- =aw nal pror o the MoT it was
~nrung pertactly wnen | left
warma 1 have yet 1o find the home

: the Gremhns who cause these

- Ju=e 1952 Nulhelg Producls
Coaumner VA1) mefchassis YB
Ttz for= 3 I, hire saloon at

e A S car company in Abingdon-
 Tea=pc Ber<shre ! was lo
winiate g 2rger placed 9y an

“¢5 ~ealer n Birmmingham Al MG
~assss numders begin at 0251

«-n  averv new mModel series

Seriuse nal was (he (elephone
e 2 the ‘acion.

O ne 2:n Seprember 1852 1ne

. -mirle was recistered. MOL 848,

s2s q3—e 2! Dr G.P G Rowe,
wW=nity Lane. Ruperv
smveeang= Tme car was histed at

T35 ras.z ~nice wih Purchase

et LA™ 556¢ rorai price

:E3 3 f
A nretys ware aphonal, bul

Tt N\ C3T wereladio o

lds Lof i

ENGINE
*PR0cz (Nnoy XPAG Senes Bore
o= giroke 66 Sx90mm. over-
.-As walves  sush rods  and
sears 2oy ngers Compression
- T 221 48bnp at 4 BO0rpm
G TD 5 4pho 3t 5.200rpm)
4 42mph per 1.000rem in top.
CAPACITY
cuel tank 8 gaflons Od Sump,
'~ ris Cooing System - 13'. pts,
WEIGHT

“%ew: 3ors Frontt 10cwt Rear
Caewt Jdars

DIMENSIONS

So=raihgen 3% in Vrack ‘rans

Y. reas 4ft 2in Lencih 130
<~ aowerallt  Widthe 41t Y 1in
werallt Reichr 4t S8in, Ground
“.easance on. Turming circle:
234 6:in Steering wheel turns- 21,
STEERING
Fack ana 2:ni0n
FRONT SUSPENSION
Insanaasen] with wishbones anc
TS spnarss anh-roil bar

pefty but aggravating faults!

When (he car was submitted for
test agan | cotlected it and a Pass
Cernuficate along wiin it. | had
reachec the end of Stage 1,
geiting it on the rpad.

On 1ne first of October | stared
the second stage of 1nhe
restoration. the wvehicie having
been in use from the beginming ol
June until tne end of Septemoer
During this periog | covereg (wo
fhousang miles.

| was particularly astorushed
with the popufarity of the car —
peopie were offenng me vanous
su.™s ol money 10 pan with it and
pvery ime | had 1053y nNo, because
| 'co. nad peen Diften by (he
nostalgia bug.

Having run the car. | hag z gooa
10ea of which pans were neeced

138 22 ang heater £10 175 :10d
Road Tax was L£10 for 12 montnc
and 2 155 lor I montns 11 was.n-
creasedin Janvary 19531012 1Gs
Annual and £3 Bs 9a Quarreriyv

The nex) owner was Mr John E.
Jeflery of Luolow. Shropshire who
in December 1958 was empioyed
by the Aushin motar company in
the avperimenial deparimeny. He
was also a racing entnusiast,
Hawving stripped the enging down
ana rebudt to MG TD specifi-
calon, s 15 in the car now. e
oricinal being replaced in January
1953 The mneage recordea when
I saucht :ne car was 70.204. wnich
1§ oeLpved cenuine.

incidentally. 1l Or Rowe or any
of tus cependents wish (o contac!
me :hey are most weilcome.

REAR SUSPENSION

Hail elhptical scrings.

GEARBOX AND CLUTCH

Four speea. 2nd. 3rd, 4th gears
syncnromesh. Oil capacity 1Y
pt1s. Ciutch type: Single dry plate,
Borg and Beck. Diameter- 8in,
REAR AXLE

Semi-tioating hypoia type. Qil
capacity: 2', pts.

ELECTRICAL

12 voll system 52 amp hour
patterv Traificaior signals
PERFORMANCE

Too speed” 77mph (single carp).
2gmph {*win carbs) Mile per
gallon  overall 27, 1ounrg 34,

single carb Overall 24, touring

285 (twin carbs) Standing
«quarter mile’ 24.5 seconds

TYRE SIZE

590x15 155x15.

JACKS

Hyorauhcally operated. built-in
Oil capacity. 1 65 pis.

ang ordered \n good ime, §0 that
wnen (he resioration staned,
nold-ups should not be a probiem
These take up time which is
valuable and up-sels the rythm.
One nas gol 10 minemise the risks.

{ am a member of the MG Car
Cliub — joining the organisation is
a must. The MG Iraternity is
indeed fucky sn having a choice ol
three clubs and numerous firms
do MG spares.

Restoranon fakes a lot of
planning and thought. it is no
good just pulling a ¢ar lo bils
because how are the parts going
10 go 1cgether three months later
unless skelches are made, bolts
and parts putin boxes with labels?

| started by Laking the wings off,
not an easy job becausa the pbolts,
especially the rear ones, had
rusted sohd. Hammer and chisel
prove handy tools. Next came the
running boards with (ne same
results Having checked the wings
ang running boards for dents,
which were knocked oul care-
tully I putihem (n the shed lor safe
keeping

The dools wers atienGed 1o
next They were neld by two bolt-
pins each si0e | proCeegec 10
sinpg gown to the bare shells,
glass. window channelling. door-

locks, winding mechanism,
because the boltoms had all
rusted.

All four doors had rusied pans
weided with new metal, nang
made to pattern. An elfective job.
When the doors were linisheq |
used 2 good paint stripper to get
down to 1he bare metal, treated the
rust and painted. | then re-
assembied with new window
channels., weatherstnips. locks
and reconditioned winding
mechanisms. The doors wete then
put away until final assembly.
complete.

Inner wings. boot lia. spare
wheel cover, bonnet. lront apron.
ragiator grille. windscreen, sun-
rool, all came otf gradually during

October and November to Dbe
checkea for dents. rust ang
distoruon

In early November | received the
club magazine Salety Fast and.

Post Vlar

Motobuild Lto.

128 Hign St
Hounslow Middiesex

NTG Motor Services Lid.
21 St Margarets Green.
toswich, Suflplk 1P4 28N.

MG Cars period 1929-1939
Sports  and Vinlage Motors
Snrewsbury Ltg.

Upper Batlletield.

Shrewsoury SY4 308B.

Post war, some pre-war
Toulmin Motors (1962 Lid,
103 Wwndmull Road.
Brenilord. AMigdleserx.

MG T Tyee

Naylor Bros.

Airegale Garage.

Hollins Hll,

Shipley. W Yorks. BD17 70N.

tr Barry Walker,

The Pre-War MG Paris Canire.
ta Albany Road.

Chislehurst. Kenit.

looking through he spares for
sale section. | lound that some-
one wanted to dispose of YB parnis
cheapty So | contacted him ang
took a trip down the South Coast.
a disiance o! about lour hundred
miles round joufney.

The pans required were two
front sests (original type); one
front bumper wilh brackels: one
trafficator ring swilch: vanous oits
for the Standard engine manifold
and a heater The heater was
optional to the price in 1952. 1 also
tned to purchase an interior lignt
switch, but this has proved elusive
s0 far.

The only parts needed were
three overnders as fitted to the
Austin models just after the war.
They are very similar to those on
the Morris 1000.

On my return, | started remov-
ing the plywood floor. to enable
me to get 10 the chassis bolts and
make new sills. which nad rotted
away. As | did not have a pattern
for the silis | had to make them
from memory bul. cefore | welded
Ihem on. | spollea a YA at
Churcnstoke. near Montgomery.
Powys. This | used as a reference
ang so gel as near 10 the original
as possiDie.

QOver the nex| few weeks | Made
rapid progress. welding new metal
— 18g steel sheel — cut, hang
beaten and snaped along the inner
wings. One thing | had 1o
remember was where the captive
nuls ran, drill and weld these 1¢
new metal Irom pattern

As the chassis would obviously
need more than a 3750z bottle of
Jenolite and the S litre size was not
available locaily. | ordered some
from outsidge The chassis being
well exposed [ could work on 1
while waiting lor the Jenolie. so
oft came the rust and grease with a
wire brush and paralfin. It isigeal
for this [ob as it is only necessary
to brush on, activate with steel
wool. and leave for five minutes. It
can then be wiped off and painteo
after twenty minutes. | must praise
tnis product made by Duckhams,
as no other rust remover comes uo
10 My standards.

Now | could get on with punting
everything back together again, in
a fully prooleo and prepared state.
as told n the concluding article

Octagan Classsc Cars L:a.
Chart Suticn, Kemt MEI7 3RX.

MG CLQRS

MG Car Club 110
273 Green Lane,
iWorg. Essex 1G3 §TJ

MG Owners Club.
13 Church End.
Over. Camoridgashite.

The otner is Octagon Car Club.

Hon Secretary — Mr N. Crutenley
Oueensville Ave. Siallord. Phone
0785 51014. (PRE 1956 MGs).

It iInvoived In the fuli restorstion
— ot marely the basic running
repair — al any car which is now ol
fittfe interest 1o fhe makers. the
stelstance glven by the one-make
car clubs can be Immense. It Is
slso well worth linding out the
lineage of your car, Often many
parts are campatibie with (aler
modets, where detall differences
do not disguise (he lact that
attachment points and so on are
{dentical, of easily modified.
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