L o fIM3s

THE CLASSIC Y

The Newsletter of the M, G, 'Y' Type Register,
Volume 17, No, 125, Oz tober 1994,

EDITORIAL

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

well, at last it's bhappened! After nearly 17 years, I have finally run out
of interesting and relevant material to publish in “The Classic Y". You will
no doubt have noticed over the past few issues a decline in the relevance of
the content te “Y" Types, much of the material used often belng reprinis of
American articles appertaining, 1in the first instance, to "T" Types. 1 have
therefore decided that henceforward "The Classic Y™ will become an irregular
periodical (if that is not a contradiction in terms). Each issue will be
prepared and sent out only when there is sufficient material of the usual
standard to fill eight pages. This will mean that Issue No. 126 will almost
certainly not be published befores Christmas (the December issue usually goes
out on 20th of that wmonth). But don't worry if quite some time elapses
before you recelve your next issue of the newsletter; your subscription will
antitle you to six issues (as before), and when the last newsletter of your
subscription is issued, you will receive a renewal reminder with it
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FANMOUS e e TYPE OWNERS
Mo.3 in a Sariss of 4
SIDNEY,J, PERELMARN writer and humcris:.

Perhaps thz most famous. and certainly the most extensive usar of a “f" Typa
of those personalitiss in cur sarizs so far. (¥) Sidnev Perelman is perhaos
best well Known for hiz scripts for Lh2 rfilm "Around the %World in Eizhty
Jays" and {or tha Mary 3reo:zhars. In addition, he had menvy arihologies and
humerous nawspaper and 22g2zine articles putlished.

Perzlman Gtought his tlick Y/T (with red interior) in Bangkok in 13949.
incidentally at the samz time as he acouirad his besloved mynah bird "Tong
Cha". Henceforward. beth the car and the bird would be lavishiv cared for,
becoming Perelman's two favouritzs possessicns. The Y/T was shipoed to London
immediatelv after purchzss so thai ifs owner and his family could undertaks
a tour of 3ritain and Europ2 in it.

From Londen. the Persizens journeyed to Liverpool via Bath, having some
difficulty in adaoting to driving on the left side of the road. While the
family flaw to Dublin, the ¥/T was left for a service in Liverpocl and, much
1o Sid's horrer, while he was away, the agents fitted the optional chromed
grab handies to the cashboard. On his return he immediately removed them
but was inconsolables whzn confronted with the holes thet now disfigured the
dash of his cherished 7'T. Arriving at Abipgdon via Chester and Oxford, ths
dashboard and spsedomet=zr wera soon replacad and Perelman was haooyv again.

ing in Denmark, Germany, the Netherlands.
B was shippsd to few Tork, The ¥/7 was now
~winna, Fznpsylvaniz, clos2 to the familv's nome, and
3 carinz mechanic.

uge in

The next major adventura for the 7/T would be its Paris - Peking trip in
13728, but before this. Fzareiman had also owned a black four-door 19635 Rover.

The Psris to Peking trip was intended to bz the catalyst for a series or
articles Perelman woul? write for "The Sunday Times", describing in his own
iniaitable fashicon ths advsnitures which would bes sure o bhefall him en
route. Initially, back-us from a Land Rover carrving spares was suggestsd,
but Harold Evans of "Th2 Svndav Times" talkzd Parslmen cub of this, saying
that this would cemorc2ise ths sense of advanture and achievement. So, cn
2nd Saptemzer 1578, Sia. plas his friend Eric Lister and M. G. entnusiast Sya

Bear. set off for Chinz with the (/T towing a small trailer which had beszn
lcaded with supolies ani spares for the trio. Apparentlv, this trailer had
teen fashicned cut =7 2 zui-down “f" Tvpe chassis and possiblvy also had "{"

Tyre wheels. FPerzlman

a3 7+ at the star® c¢f the trip and, in reality, much
of Lhe criving across z

urae2 and Asia was don2 by Lister and Beer



The thrze passad torough France, Germarv, Ausrcis, Italy, Tugoslavia,

Bulgaria and Turkev. beforz arriving in Iran (amengsr ‘the civil

disturbancas) fifhaen <=2vs later. Afghanisizn. Pakistan and Iadiz were next.

vefore the <pi< driv: zround 59 2 hait in Zcmoay. Mo passaepis land routz
; s

found., due to flocding, sc the <ar was flown to Hong &ong
ims, ail its M 3. badges had tean ==oi2n by souvenir hunters along

Iman wait2d alenz for opermission to be grantsd {or him Lo
this rize no foreign nericnal had drivan info China for many
vears). When aporeoval Jipnally came. he macds Lhs jJourney to Paking without
nis tz=loved /T, angd two Gays after compi2rning his journevy h2 Decame i1l
with bronchitis.

e
[

The Cniness 3uthoritizs <ventuslly rzlentad and agra2ed to the car being
shipgad to Peking but, in the esvent, no dcudbi weaksnad by the journey and
his illness, Ferelman chose inst=ad to send the Y/T back fo the States. Even
then, things did not go smoothly. The car's first port of call was
Southampton, where 1t encountersd a strike and could not be off-loaded. It
ended up in Hamburg, berore being shipoad in error to Baltimor2 instead of
to its home in Philadelphia. Eventually, the /T arrived back in Erwinna.
Total mileage since new defeore the Paris - Psking trip was undsriaken has
been variously reporied 3s 13,300 and 29,0023 The enlv mechanical oroblems
sufifered on its epic journey were windscresn wioer failure {on the drive
down from Leondon to Dover) and oefrol pump failurs.

Alas, Sidne2y Per2lman never prooerly racoverad from the rigours of his final
near circumnavigation of the world, He died of a heart attack on 17th
October 1879 and the 7/7T was disposad of along with the rast of his estate

it was scold ty the Vinzz2zs Car Storz of Nvacyk, MNew York, to Thomas. W Barretf
ITT of Scotsdals, Arizzna for 310,000, Wner2 is it now, [ wondsr? And what
its chassis aumcer 2:c.?

IS
a2
ul ok

Sources: "The Sundey Times", "“Safety Fasi!", "5 J. Pereiman - a life" by
Dorothy Herrmann (via meamber Mike Silk), tne late F.Wilson McComb.

¥ RECAP:

Gane Tiernsy - TCY 33 Sir Gordor Richards — TCY €5

Jona Lawson.
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The last part of our loock at existing "Y" types....
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head coupé bodywork,

for Dick Jacobs.



Stepping stoces 2t Dovedale.

EN years have rolled by since [ last
filled my w@nk with unrauoned
petrol and :allied forth i search

of adventure, air and sunshine. The rerurn
of the life-gving Awd prompied me (o set
the radiator of my M.G. with a zest in the
direcuon ot the remantic and mysterious
backbone of Engiand, the playground of
teeming cilies, 0 72new my acquaintancs
with the lovely scenery.

First ol aii, 1wt is 70 carthly good seiting
out on an itinerary a1 this Zind without 2
prescribed route and tie one { outline wii
xeep vou lrom :zang the wrong road
which may finish up in some (ar-Irom-
pleasant manufagiunng outlier, so tear 1t
out and keep it for eference.

Thirteen mules west of Derby is Ash-
bourne. whither Taorpe and llam, on the
threshold of Dovedaie, are easily accessidle.
At Thorpe “ The Pevenit of the Peak ™
Hotel, in its own gardens, stands w2
beauful posiion. [t :5 1 jov 1o look at the
noble outline ol Thorpe Cloud from here.
About two miles 2wav stands the lzaak
Walton Hotel at the 2atrunce 1o Dovedaile
and close to llam. Close bv i3 1 spacious
car park where eversone visiing Dovedaie
1s obliged to leave hus cor.

There is nothing iike Dovedale in the
whole of England.  An vl lootpath
winds up the vale for e:gnt mules, disclosing
lovely views of a Jexp vallev bounded by
limestone ¢rags. (vv-overcd and faniastc,
4rd 2chomy the music of the crystal-clear
Ruver Dove as H elos over small weairs
and rapids,

{n adjoining Beresiord Dule came lzaak
\Wiilton to do some trout fdshing, as rocalled
i the tamous lines o+ Jonn Oninkwater
i his poem Pihe 2o It ends wuh

-0

ASHBQURNE

Rejoicing in restored petrol, JOHN PENY blazes the
trail for readers over some delightful motor runs.
His first tour takes him through the Derbyshire Dales

= We've given the world the slip to-day,
For the Mayily’s on Pike Pool."” But why
“si for trout in Pike Pool ? ( doubt if there
~ould be anv trout if the pool were named
after that voracious Hsh. Therefore, 10
Jdispel thus anomaly, the ptke refers 10 a
iall column of limestone rising from the
water - close by stands Charles Cotton's
fishing cottage.

Before preceeding [ must give a word off
warning azbout hotels, Small hotels such as
2t [lam are often full, and zailing there on
the off chance foc accommodation 1s
uspally unsaustactory, s it s therefore
advisable to book in advance. Matlock
2nd Buxton are far bigger centres and here
.t 15 usually possible 1o find surrable accom-
modanon wathout booking. e¢xcept in the
«ca0ol holiday season.

Thor’s Cave

L=.ving Dovedale, my favounte route is
10 roilow the signposts to Wetion. where a
turn 1o the left leads to a Pezkland wonder,
Tror's Cave. perched high 2co e the Muni-
‘vid. 1 fickle suream which dows above
wround and then disappaurs N0 under-
grouad channels through * swatets.” The
<limb up to the cave itsell mav be a good
sdventure, but if the river 15 in one of its
wet moods some ditficulty may De experr-
snved 10 gelling 2Ccoss.

Through Harungton and Youlgreave to
Rowsley, [alwayvs like to viait tae Peacock
Inn with its luxuriousls turtianed interor
1nd eood food. Here | can 2nd neace. o |

wish, by indulging in some quiet Gshing in
the River Derwent ia surroundings within
sight of famous Haddon Hall.

Beaudiul glimpses of the River Wye on
the way to Bakewell make me pause on the
Buxton side of the own o admire the
lovely pack-horse bridge. At Ashiord. a
road through the village climbs all the way o
Headstone Head, where one of Peakland’s
classic wiews is o be admired.

This is of Monsal Daie. where the ratbway
is carried high above the River Wve by loity
arches. From Headstone Head this viaduct
appears dwarfed by its surroundings. It
15 a place well worth visiting except on
Sawrdays and Sundays, when it swarms with
people. From here 2 road plunges down
into the dale and climds a stegp hill o0
Litton. On this secuen & sharp elbow
reveals a truly remarkable view of Miller's
Dale and 2bout a mile jarther up the road
1 gate on the left gives access to Litton
Slack, a ramous test il with a maximum
gradiencar | in 3 leading down into Miuller's
Dale. Here the smooth avdraulic beakes of
the M.G. were very reassuning, and the
hand brake amply strong enough to hoid
the «ar on the steegest zradient without
having (0 put it in borom gear as an exiri
precaution.

Litton Slack 15 no 2l tor the novee
A steady head tar altutede (there s onby o
wne-tout-wide verye) and 4 yood car ure
essential.  The wiew s quite spectacuiar
and from the elbow e drop s alawst
tnehtening, the houses o Miller's yoe
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Eoanpeaning ke o sweawe n Lilliput I you
Jo nol wisn o descend. 1t 1< possible 10
reverse Delure ihe elbow und retum., thus
suving driving Jown 2 dangerous section
Either way 11 is quile convenmient 1o reach
Tideswell and Lune Hesd. = nuther 2 road
leads across the moors to Castleton with
glorious views before the descent 1o Lhis
small town right in the heart of caveland.

First of ull there is a remarkaole vista of
the Peuk Castle perched 2t the top of its
cluf directly above the Pesk Cavern, from
which issues the Peakshole Water. Here in
Norman times, no doubt, several people
were sent to their deom b bewng hurled
over the fearful precipice. The Peak Cavern
has an enurance arch of 120 {t. wide and
42 fl. high, the largest in Britain. In the
Middle Ages it was used as a rope lactory,
and the cavern extends over 2300 ft. inio
the lumestone. In places, rushing cataracis
muy be heard, but these have never been
discevered. -

Speedwell Mine

At the foot of the Winnats Pass, said to
be 3 gigantic cavern that has lost its roof.,
1s tne Speedwell Mine, where aiter a steep
descent the visitor boards 2 boat and s
propelled along a wnne! 730 vds, long by
the boatman pushing with his hands against
the ceiling of the tunnel. This leads to an
enofmous cavern having a height of 450 {1
and filled by the fearful sound oi thuadering
wialer

At the summit of the Winnats Pass, a
suff chmb for a car, Mam Tor, “ The
Snivertng Mounin,” comes into view.
The huge gap tomn out of its iace is due 10
subsidence, and the main road which winds
round at 1ts base is always under repair lor
this reason. Close to this point 15 the Blue
Jonn Mine. This cavern, glittering with
semu-precious stones, was explored by Lord
Mulgrave with a party of miners who

enetrated these subterranean fastnesses for
1 distance of three mules, discovenog
chamber after chamber of exoric crystals,

Farther down the road towards Castleton
is Treak Hill cave with more wonderiul
things to see by floodiight.

The Reservoirs

It would be a pity toleave thus remarkable
country without seeing a linle of man's
work as well. If the road be taken through
Castleton to Hope and Bamiord. the famous
Ladvbower Reservoir comes nto view, a
beautiful lake winding along a deep valley.
Tte dam is 2 triumph of Britsh eagineering.
Higher up the valley is the famous Derwent
Ratervoir, and this dam 15 even more spec-
wacular because 1t is not grass covered.

in this district there are iherefore seven
or eight miles of superd motoring witn
views remimscent of Lakeland : a truly
noble piece of scenery so close to Sheffield.
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Register Naews

Wnilst on noliaav in th2 Reguerlis of Irsland, mesmcsr Mixz Siik e SwhRs a
1/T, came acrass two " Tycas. On2 was jusi 3n anginalsass rollipg cnz
wiih the rszistration numbsr “I07213", bur tne achar i3 an exhibit
Kilzarvan Mcior Museum, <Co.x2rry. This iatizr- 1s ine dark rad 721

aliczcated Register No. 1iZ05. 1t nas engine numbar SC/{12054.

Cas
i

JUsL a tacughe. ...

tlext time wou se2 an Ausiin-realey 100-3ix or 3000, have a look a:r its
sta2ering whesel =2nd canirz boss. The whesi iiseli sesms to pe Lhe same as
that used on our cars, thse MG TD and TF; and the norn and indicator switch
in *he cenirz lacks very similar koo, I'a not sure 17 the indicator switch
has a clockwerk timer in it as curs dees. bui tns wholz unit locks like a
very good substitute for someons who can't at present ifind the, vary rare

"rzzl thing" ror his "T7" Type rasioration

JGL,

The articlz2 "P=ak of Perizction”, in this issu2, (irst appearsd. 1 beliave,
in “Metering® megsezine, I think I am righc in saving tnat tals was a
Nurfield house maegazine.
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