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EDITOR.IAL: 


A lise less piece of k,form~don: This is lhe fi rs t Ja r,uary h,sve of "The C1Jssic Y" si~ce 1981. 


~je a!'lw h i J~ , bejou: is V8/ (1~5 3, der ails (If which can be. found on page 6 .  

. ' ;-'~ 
~.!>~- ".. -

Ne'lt'sJetter EdJtor/Re,.;htrar: .LG .L aw~on.   Ljverp!)ol.  
U.h. Sp.. ret; Se c retary (ne w spare-s ): AJlder.   . Yora:, 
U.K. Spares Co- ordinato!" {secood-h:t~d s.pare~d: D.MuHe o.  Liverpool.. 
The Australian V-Type Reslster: /\... L.Sla:tery,    . Queens.Jalld.  

Australia. 
The la .C. 'Y' Type Re8i;:.t~ r o f Sou.:~ Afr ic a: n.p.. . L~wTcnce .   . 

ao ksbuf-5.  Republic o( South Africa. 

M.G . Y Rea,stet'" D;,ornuk , F .NeUDl3.nn, Stoholm, Deomark. 

"the Classic '1 ' is ~\.:bUst:ed by St ycoj ?ulJlicatioos. 
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V-TYPE  
fr 

MINI  

comPRRlson OF PRSSEnGER comPRRTmEnT DImEnSions 

mini Y-TYPE 
~ 

V{heelbase eO.16" 99.00" 

Width of passeo3e r com partment  
front 47 .00" 37.00" 


rea. 41.00 ' 39 .00" 

Height f ro m seal ~quab to roof 

front 37.50' 35.00 ' 

rear 33.50 ' 33 .00" 

Le g foom 
front 44.00"/4100" 40.00"/35.50" 

rear 44 .50"/38.50" 3;'00"125.00" 

, ro o'- "-
Overall len 8lh of car 120.25" i64.00" 


Overall width of car 55.50" 59 .00"  

Overall hei&ht of car 53.00" 57.00" 


I think the above figures go to show just what a miracle o f packaging the 
Mini was. 

John Lawson , i? 
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LETTERS 

Dear Mr. la....son, 

In my last letter I sent you a ph o tograph of a special-bodIed Y-Type 
cabriol et built by the S....iss c oochbullder Beutler . You published this in 
your issue 12 7 . 

Since then I hav e found photographs (below) of a s imllar car built by 
Carrosserie \/orblaufen. First I thought that this was the same c a r and that 
it had been at t r i but a d erroneousl y to Beutler. But t hen I realised tho t the 
Worblaufen car and the Beutler cor were different cars, because the Beutler 
c ar had "suic i de doors· a s against the doors mo unted at the front end o f 
the Worblaufen car. The sh8pe o f the front wings is al s o different. 

The Worbla u fen car shovs by far the bes t desi~n of all spec i al-bodied cars 
known to me. It is well d o cumented in the book of GUnther, Rive Box and 
5t oop: "Schwe! Z2r Aut ooobll e", I SEN 3-9802765-2-7, page 184 . The photograph 
o f the Beutler car 1 sent you be fore was publ i shed a coupl~ of years ago In 
the Swiss weekly "Automobil Re vue". 

So, the mys tery o f the nine "chassis-only" cars seems to c ome a st e p nearer 
to its solution. 

Dr. To bias Studer, 
, Switzerland. 

c ont·d. ... 
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Dear John, 


1 have the onswer to the questions over YB/0322, "08LRM" ( see TCY128  
"Register News" - Ed.).  

It was 1o'/ollled 1n a bad llcci dent, at eo roundabout 1n !.ile ther-by, Cumbria, in 

about 1963, and W6S relegated to one of the ba rns a t the premises of 
Hr. 61i ss. He ~ thg numbe r of the ca r for his new one, obto1ning 0 1963 
nutnber for the M. G..... 

By 198 3 the car was in a very sorry st a te, and it was decided to restore 
i t. I have contact ed the restorer, Mr . Hutchinson, who tells me the car 
needed quit e a lot of new panels, Bnd the mileage was 32,079, from his 
records . The present 4-9.900 ma y well be its true mileage. The car I-m S 
o:-igin~lly Almon~ Gre2n ell olle!'" and Mr. Bliss s peci fied t he li{l;hter colour 
to make it into " two- t one. The lighter colour is Cumber-land Green; like 
Al m.one Green, thi s i s a B. L. colour. 

I t is belielled that the chrome horns <mounted either side of the rtJdiator 
g rille - Ed.) were origi nal . 

Nei 1 Cai rns, 
, 

Bedfordshi reo 

Tor Sale & WantedSpar-es 

Go.-rho", clutch, bra ke drums, steering 'Joihp.el and co lumn , cylinderFor ~i) l e: <C. Y 

hP./Hi, rocker box cover and othe r Y-Type parts. Cont act : Mr. M. G. W. Jones, 
    , Chelt enham, Cl oucestersh ire, 

 Tel:  

-~rY~elt;;i;;;-;-an~ MG VB FRONT and rear wings, AbO MG·M" type ra(!jIJ",.biOCk. head

$Ocond hand but gOod £250. lamps. !)r.)nze carO-.lfeUOf. Uje{rtM 

~a francis 14HPgaarbox£75. valsl'lC6$. t\ubcaps. dashboard •. ;n- 

slfUments. switches andparoel. w~.Austin Heavy 12 gearbox 1927, Sl:ri!en lames. ooorloe\:.$. sleemg

£75. Large amount 01 brake wheel bonnel sides and catChes 


wanted. MG !iI_Brute require<!. Tel
cables , all and air filters, 
"11)cl1eap. Other old slock - ring 

MGYB GEARBOX must be gO<Xl orfor detailS. Shepley L.ana Ga· TO geartloL MayOOl'l$ider good g~ar· 

rllge, Haw\< Green, Marp le, boX parts lor OIIfihaUl Mr A Aikins.  
Stockport, tel 0161 4273671 
(T1) 

- - ------_._ - -

Member Mike 5 i lie , o f       
'Ill'l ke ftetd,  'oIOuld like to know how to t eJke a Y- Type bonnet cat c h 
apart. Gl'In ~nyone help h i m? 
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Driver and Vehicle licensing Agency 
D;;ve.r and Veh.icle Licellsing Centre 
Driver a.ld. Vebcle Poii<y GroU? 
Longview rtOl,1 
Swansea 
SAG 7JL GTN 1213 Telephone 

Tela 4S102 Fi!X 

Your reference: 

Our «rerenc<: Budget 1995 

Dm: 29 November 1995 

In his Budget speech, Ll-te Ol.ar.ce1lor of (he Exchequer an.uounced iliac vehicles over 2S yea.rs of 
age in the Private/Light Goods, Motorcycle and Tricycle classes \i'ill, from 29 November 199.5, be 
e.xe.!np! from Vehicle Excise Duty (VEO). Vehicles powered by stearn will qualify for an. annual YEO 
rate of £35. 

From 29 November 1995 v~hides qualL.')ri.ug for the e.xe::m?DOn will move into t.h.e new exemp[ "25 
year" taX class. They will still be required to license 3.Jillt.:ally and display a tax disc, and produce 
a valid MOT and certificate of ir.surc..nce. 

The age of vehicles will be reckc:-.ed from 31 December in the year they were f.irsr registered (or 
me year they were first used on me road if Lltat was ear:':'cr), Vehicles qualify for exemption when 
25 yea..."S has elapsed from tile ~U2li.J.lring date, ie OD. 1 j£"<.!3....-y. So, vehicles first registered or used 
in 1%9 will be ~=Pt from 29 1'iove",ber 1995 and, from 1 January 1996, vehicles f.ISt regisrered 
or used i.u 1970 "ill also b«orce exempr and so OIL 

For vehicles qualifying on 29 November 1995 and which have a curren! VED licence in force, DVlA 
will be sending automatic refund applications (Form V14/AR) showing the amount of dury 
refundable. This is calculated on the complete months re11'..aL."'1izlg on the VED licence follov.ring the 
vehicle's 25th anniversary. W'ne01 this has been completed. and rerum"", OVLA'will acrange' for a 
refund to be despatched wit!rin 6 weeks. Keepers should not reIum the VEO disc with the V14/.A.R 
application form, but continue co display it on the ve.h.ici~ Uil.ril the licence expires. On e:tpiry of 
Ll).e licence DVlA v..ill issue a re~licensing reminder (\111) in the new exempt "25 year' cl.ass: j 

showing duty payable to be "ND}'. Keepers may use rills ~o re-license at any Motor Vehlde 
Licen5ing Post Office. 

Once DVLA has authorised a r.fond of VEO, rhe rax disc will have no value and tlD subsequent 
applicari=s for a refund received at OVlA will be valid. Therefore, anyone purchasing a qualiff.ng 
vehicle aner 29 l'ovember 1995 should be aware rhat no fur.her r,,-fund will be payable on the 
surre...Tlder of the licence. Similarly, anyone disposing of a vehkle with a ta..... disc, to which a refund 
has been made, should inform the Olquirer thar the vehicle is exempt from duty, a refLmd has been 
paid and the elise has no value. 

, 
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A Keeper of a qualifYing vehicle :lot identified under DVLA's rebate sche". truly license in the new 
exempt class at one of the AgeDcy's local Vehicle Registration Omces, providing the dale of 
registration or manufacrure is sho"",, on the vehicle's registration docu,:-.ent (VS). rf lbe VS cannot 
be produced, t.oe keeper wm be cequired to prove the age of the vehicle. This might be done by 
producing a certified exrraC[ from ~anufacturers' records or> if the l7'.2zl.uiacrurer is no longer in 
existence, a formal statement f:-oo. an enc.husiasrs club. You may therefore receive a sudden su...-ge 
iil requests for written. confi.ri:laooD of vehicles c:.ges. 

Vehicles regis\:e:-ed W1de.r a "Q" regisuarion mark will not be able to cIa i,... the exemption, until {hey 
have held tha~ mark fOi a peric.i of 2S years. 

Vehicles over 3.5 (OIIDe:; wn.i·.:...~ 21'e desi&n€:d or ~dapled. \0 cany goods or burden bm which were 
formerly (axed as PLG because they were -used privately or unladen l'>..2v e: been transferred [0 ibe 
"Special Vehicle" group and will :c';erefore pay a VED rate of £150 p"J arulUIlL Administratively, 
they will be termed "Private/HGVs". Vehicles used lad..., for HGV driv,", rraini.~g and testing will 
pay the basic goods VED rate of £150 per annum, irrespective of their weigh!. The pre-1947 
cOZlcesslon b.2..s been abolished z...:id the 2S yezr exemption will not apply to the above vehicles. 

Further inform..ation regarding the 25 year exemption can be obta.4"'1.ed by conr.acti::ug the Cusrorne.: 
Enquiries (Vehicles) Unit, DV1..'I, Swansea, SA99 1BL. Telepilone 01792 . 772134 (MiniCOnt 01792 
- 782507) between 8.15 am 2-'10 4.30 pm Monday to friday. 

DRlV'cR & VEHICLE UCENSING AGENCY 

.~ 

s 
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.. O !<-_ M, G , ~ TYPE 8hG1SI~ 

Annual Summary of Impor t 6nt Statistics 
(a s at 1st J anuary 1996 ) 

YAs on the Reqi s le r (of whi c h 13 are lefl-band- dr1ve) 665 651 
YEs on the Re~ister 253 2« 
YTs on the Register 223 21 7 
YRGs on the Register 3 3 
Spec1als / Cocpos1tes on the Register 14 13 
Unknown (aalnly SlIIlooos) on the Register 50 51 

Total number of cors on the Register 1,208 I, 179 

.." ~" , _ t1'9 (b4&S15 ~: 

1947 65 &< 
.0 l .00'94'l 

1949 281 27. 
1950 .95 193 
1951 98 94 
1952 89 8< 
1953 97 96 

TUfA). 926 905 

Nuaber of cars 1n eacb COtmtry: (33 countries in 1996, 32 1n 1995> 

England 569 55. 
lI.ustrdia 313 309 
U. S. A.. 118 
Republic of South A.frica .7 "'47 
Scotland 3. 30 
Wales 16 17 
Eire 16 l5 
Canado 15 14 
Switzerland 12 II 
New Zealand II II 
Netherlands 9 9 
Northern Ireland 9 9 
Denmark 5 5 
S1ngapore 5 5 
Belgiuz. 
Channel Islands 3 3 

Two each 1n Sri Lanka, MalaYSia, Germany, Portugal, Indl0 and Norway. 
(same os tn 1995) 

One eac h 1n Madeira , Japan, Zlabobwe, Cyprus, Hong Kong, B6nglade~ 

Macau, Ntllnibla, ilustri a, Finland and France. 

(France 1s a new entry for 1996, olthough it has appeared in the stots 
In previous years ) . 
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-M.G. Y- Type, 19~O , BRG, o rigi nal :;!;reen le~ ther Interi o r , kHD, ' UK'i186' , 
old lOt;" book, YS, sunroof, l.1a lnut dash , octep;ooa l dial s, stored 20 years, 
rUllninp: but needs work 00 brake s "nd s i lis. Mus t sell , spBce needed, old 
no torc ycl e taken to p/ex . Tel :  lTyn ~j;lde)" . 

• M.. G. YII 195 1, IIlllood Green , r est o red r o ll i fl,Q; chass is, bOdy rebuil t and 
resprl'lyed professiona 11 y (cost oll e r £ 2, (00) , r e-chr o~, new t yres, wiring 
l oo m et c. Complete car but some work required to finish project. Origioal 
i n s truction bOok, known h is tory . H, OOO. Tel :  · 

-M.G. YB 195 4 <sJd, good r~' , undergoing cOllPlete body and chassis 
rp~t 0 '-'" t ion . A..nvoo<:> I nt ..r~ t~? T<> " ~rt f(""Or ..y... '1< ...., .· 

-for Sole . It G. YB 1~3. ~lock .." 11\ Flft!!en .,.,....... ... \ .... 1'. 'e'I""1 ~ c:.0I'Id1\ 1.. 
and very rel1eble; engine rebuilt, body good. r!!'Chromed, rev1red. No 18s: 
required. Reg No.: ":;7317. £5 , 500. Contact: Gor"Oor! Talbot,   

  Cumbria . Te l: .

This I s YB /0322, . Ioo'hich is owned by Neil Cai rn s . Neil has written a couple 
of good art ic les for US, l'Iod these should be appell.ring in the next issue of 
Tr,y. 




