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RUNN!N(:l COOL 

Wit h t he hot SWPJlI,ers 'We have been expert enc inp; these hst few yeo"rs, .thi 5 
lIlust be 0 5ubject that will rai s e c fe\J eye-brows. However, if you use your 
car in the colder months, 85 I d.> , it becomes very relevant. To run an 
engine cool can do untold damage, not only to your pocket in the extra fuel 
used, as a ri c her mixture I s requlr~d, but ~lso in the very rapid weo.r- rate 
of the cylinders . 011 1s designeLl lo liuve 8 running temperature, end will 
pe rform 6t its best at this des1Klled m11l:11l. Just think of the wear 6 car 
p)oes through if used for s top-stOod, very short duration, jow-neys. The 
pistons develop 6 ve ry odd Ilottled dimpled fln1sh, as the moisture in the 
all i s no t boiled off , and it; t'-appl !li in the bores. The oil i\691£ 
deKenerul~s to U Kley IIlw.. tl wllh Illtle lubf"lcating properti es . Filters 
bl oc k up ~lttl lh~ lll<l iiSes o f :nayollno!tie produced frail the churning actions 
of the rota.tlnp; dnd reclproc atlnp; IClU6S inside the block. Rocker gear wears 
,"upid l y. 1jIlO t::: v\:!hluull y ::.he1 1 beu! IIIKb Kc-lnd O-wny tt\e crank with the IWck 
00\./ by-pttsslng the tJloded f 1llel . Tappets chew their way into the ca. 
l obes as ...,ell . 

The M.. G. Seri es' Y' does not heve a temperature gauge. How do you know 1l 
Is running a.t the correct temperature? Trust to the tberltaOstat, even if it 
1s near 1 y 50 yea, 's old? My own YB has a heat er fit t ed, which brought Ily 
o tteotion first to hO\J cool the C!nRine ran in the winter lOOoths. I can 
grasp the heater hoses as they enler the little round I118trix under the 
battery box, just above lAy left fvot. 10 summer- it wtlS 111lpossible to hold 
the pipes fOf" more than a few seconds, yes... . . a very un- technical way of 
meas uring the tempera ture I knolJ, hut pretty obvious when I tried the Saa€ 
trick the other day, in ('I frost, huvlog covered 35 l:Il.ile5. The pipes were 
hot , but the heat was eastl y barl)1I by my hand. The cIJr had been a bi t 
sluggish all Ule trip. 
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The water level 'WZts c hecked, and then the therllost~t. 

If a heater 1s fitted, the 'Woy the system 1s laid out, lnere ends up being 
00 by-pass passages for the wtlter P\JJIlp. My hea t er pi pes are pr obabl y 
different to 1Il0st, as they were 0-1-1 1n 1983, and use an old Morris ru nor 
948cc Smiths heater, jus t a round ~tri:t <or1th a fan blowing through it 
(sounds li~e a light aircraft runnlng up to take off!). 

The cooling syste~ ~lready has one bY-PIJSS, frail the tnenDOst~t housing. 
below the valve. back to the PUJDP inlet pipe frOID the radi<!ltor. ;(nether 
your heater pipe runs from the back of the' head <like the '.IIo .1 s c!ley 4-/H ), 
or like IIl.ine, (roil the front pipes, it vill be "across" the \.Ia ~er ouma \in 
parallel ). If the therlDOstat is defunct, so the sleeve on it f ails to ~lose 
orf the normal by-pass. A.'ill the hMter 1s connected up, it will ta..:e ages 
for the car t.o warm up <in ~nter) . Because the tj'h?:rillostat in illy car IoiBS 
kaput <bellows were punctured), the enSine was fdlllng t o get to runr:lng 
temperature &t all. 

To the 
header tank 

vater pump 

Pi pe to aM f r-oDt­
the hea·ter;: 

,- ­-­

.. 
\ , 

inlet 

, , ' 

" 

from the 

" , 

. ""'"". 
. '... 

, , -3':': .. : ~ ,- .. .-.. , , ' . 
,- ,- " . 



Converse ly, if this was summer, these "by-passes· of the pump would mean a 
lot of water would not KO via the radiator, giving hotter running. 

Once 1 had studied th e !nethod of working of the rather complex therDOstat 
and 1t S vill ve, ond see/! the price of <) !lew one, and the f ac t t hat I needed 
the car the next day , it W6.S r ather obvious that if 6. heater 16 fitted the 
by- pass in the Uwrmostat housing' is not required. Water loIould circulate 
vI a the heater as a by - pass to relieve the pump of any pressure build up, 
and for the ldeal qu ick wnrm up the by-pass was designed for. 

The fUllng of a Simple, modern, WAX!,,-rftT at o ne tenth of tbe cost of G new 
'Y' thermostal coul d be c:arrled out, placing U at the btlse of the 
thermostat housing as shewn in the next set of diagrams. The outer diameter 
of the Waxstal requires fiUng dO\oo"T\ to a small diameter, by about 111l&. 811 
round, for it to fit snugly tnto the rebate that the base of the standard 
item is anchored into. The by-pass above the new thermostat now required 
blanking off, by sll1l.ply substit uting the gasket With a flat alu.a1nium plate 
the sa.me shape, wit.hout the hole fOl' the water in. 

Now, when the engine warms up, the heater 1s the FIR.ST to get nice warm 
water, and the engine quickly warlllS up. Once it reaches working 
temperature, the Yi'axstat 'Jill open, letting coolant up to the header tank, 
and then to c:i rculat e as it was designed to. The old by-pass is still in 
place, but is there only for looks. 

A Waxstat is far more reliable than any evacuated capsule in a complex and 
expensive b r ass item. The hea ler ls far better than it was before, and 
working temperature is reached qui c i:er. 

If your car does not have a heater as she\rolf}, t.he fit ting of a IlOdern 
thermosl, at wuuld ca use problems, tis the by-pass would then be AfTER the 
valve, 6 rather pointless modification. However, the fitting of an extra 
pipe as 1n cy sketch, BEFORE the thermostat Il.OWltlng, to the water outlet 
cas ting (it can be brazed in), and another pipe to the inlet three-way 
connect i on, with a short hose belweHn, would serve the 54.lDe: pUTpose. 

If, when we ned get a re611y hot SWllmer, I fi nd the heater makes the 
interior too hol, the blank ing plate can easily be removed, though by this 
last sUlWDer's experience, only if tbe fan was switched on were we aware of 
the heater. 

Looklng at the TF out let ca.sting tn the NTG catalogue, what I have done 
above seems to h8V~ been incorporat ed into its cooling syste~ the TF be1ng 
almost id~ntlcal to t he Wolseley ~/~4 outlet/ther~stat hOUSing. The secret 
1s to ensure the by-pass 1s BEFORE th.e thermostat valve. Neither TF nor 
4/44 bother to b16nk ofr the bY-r,ess witb a sleeve once the tbermostat 
opens. 

Ilow lDuch did the mod' cost IDe? £2. ~,o thermostat frOIll an autojUJable; I made 
t he gasket s .... 
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THE SAME, but very di f f erent! 

The • 'i' has the 1250cc version of the XPAG Morris lObp engine. The total 
product ion of t.he 'Y' -...us 8,336. but another Nuffleld saloon cor also used 
a very similar l250cc XP AW version. As 1s well known, tbjs W05 the Wolseley 
"-/.01.4., a car I have known for over 30 year-s , baving run many of the». (VERY 
cheap II)Otoring 1n the add-1960s to mid-70s . Merage purchase price, £10 t.o 
£30 each). Over 34,000 .j./,,"4s were III05de, yet they are now even more rare 
than the' Y'. Why? (pWl), The answer will be known by anyone who has run an 
M. G. Magnet te • Z'; they s1m.ply rot away at high speed. They were of e 
chassls1ess design, a CIlOoocoque, and a very strong one at that. Alas, the 
\only the Mny small s f. eel press! ngs were put together meant there wos a 
.o.yr1~d of dirt, rot, and salt t.nlps. No wax-injected sl11s, or 1n soae 
cases no t even any pa1ot, Deant the floors fell out 1n seven to eight 
years. 
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'1; ,. : .....O!~"I ! \Py Wil $; ,~ very s edflte Cflr", with II very soft cemshaft. It was elso 
' ,.1. 1'\'1 ' :x pf!": > iv '~ I,» l t ~ IJ ' ly. Lt us P: l.I muny 'Y' parts, such 65 the s teer' .l.ng 
f ':Ci< , eny; i ne, bac k ilx le , si mi la r bllt FOUR-stud wheels. The bil dlfferE~n(. e 

'.J . ~. ~ t :,; ' <' i lJmn c h,lnXC Rei)rbox . Alml):; t the same 8S the' Y', but tw-ned o n 
1. :- . . .. d o: , . • 5 ,-, 1. l)[ h~'1p:r " und ,"orb foug l'll to fInd the gear you tried La 

,·. ,o. I .; c t. !' ,~ rr l"l rm .'H'f ;~ 1.1,15 s ill,llar, /')mph IIlB.X' I 32mpg.• 0 to 60 in abo ut a 
.....~-'· : k. Til ,: (; 11 :,\ H!I.JJI "';J :; <1 :S~ J, U(,.O mile example with (1 camshflft with 
Vd 1,11,,11 ;- ,,,) I ubI: :,' Oh )\, <.mJ l o l lo....ef'!:) s o hul l ow y o u could almost see 
t.~,(" , ".::,,~ ;) !.) ;.:m. ~>w" pP~(J i t ro r till ~1. G. Midget in 1994., then al"ter 
tl , rl'J l lrJ jflp; t ha l, :. :v. : Mi d'_'''·, l ~('I S s ul .1 to buy <I 'Y ' . The 4-/-4--4- loIas M o e until 
i ! ')", ; ,II'J I '.. ' I .. to l , ; it .. l.'uld ;)e bored ou t t o 1 .~OOc c , 8S the bores were 
., l,l :')"",,_,: u ~i k" lh: - TF, lo 'Jl I n ev t:!!' trled i.t. My 'V' is 8 -4-9, 000 1D..i1e 
,,,"," II.;>! ,~ , " I .. ; it h"> QOI-i::- i LYcly tl'dh the 4-/4--4-, probably the far better 
7, : ,) r-~-h.,r,:'.<: . "IPI "VI"~ l he ! t!~ l ..wO . , (. c ~l e'6ti on tilles . Tht:! 4-/4--4- sWIlp is u 
: ir. ') 1 yo.I .... ·.) ui\: 11 i1Ve tv SE:e 0: 11= to ~ppreclote it. Like the other M.G. 

, j ,.:11 .; . " ". lire ~· I';'4- b /J'" s ui It:!,~d "l tho:: c ommon robbery of Its Ulechanlcals 
' " ~' '' ''i' i to · ' two 'l>c i> l el " M. G.•; on th ~ f oud. Li ke thE:! • z.' , the IDOdei geined 
l I.,. I, ·pi ''', ( 'B ' :.;..:{ l eo ~ lIhi n e in 1 9~b . and became the 15/50. 
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EDITORIAL 

PlanninR i. s goinp; ahead to celebrate the Golden Jubilee (50 years) of the 
Y-Type in Queensland. Australia. in April 1997 . A rally, special socilll and 
Qildly competltve events for Y-Typ~s and their owners will be he l d at the 
M.G. Ca r Club's Nutlonal Meetlng on the Queensland Cold C086t oller the 
rour-day caster holiday. ThIs 1s very apt as first Y-Type deliveries to the 
public were made in April \947, ant.! 1t Is thought \hal one of the original 
ex t erior colour choi ces, Elizabeth Grey, was so named in honour of Princess 
fo:l!z l1 beth's twenty-first bidhdoy, on 21st Apr.1l 1947. One nice idea the 
Australian owners heve come up with f o r this specIal event is to compIle a 
priva tely- publi s hed cotlllllemorative l>ook. which will include colour phot.os of 
os many (l oc al) Y-Types and their owners 80S possible at the soae pre­
determined datH (say Chrtstmlls 1996). This will serve to illustrate the 
compa r at ive slOf!;e of each restoration etc. ond at the same tille introduce 80 
humfln eJ ement whi cn is o rten lack!np; in recording our cars for posterity. 
! r they' r' e not carerul 1 IIl!ght even 5end them 0 shot of Illy ugly mug! 

Reg.i.ster Ne.'(N'S 

Our cove r photo this issue sho~ the surprlsQ o f the year so far. lbis two­
lone green V- Type is Y/0520, fro.n 1947 of course. It is owned by lng. 
Carlos . A. J.ua l di of Mont w.-i deo, UnJ,q;uoy, who bought it 1n 1965, and it has 
eng1ne number XPftG/ SC/ Xt0260. Th1 s. car nBS been allocated No. 1210 on our 
Register and 1 am curre ntly trying t o find out blOre about its pre-1985 
history and in particular whether the colour scheme is or1ginal or whether 
i l h a s e ver had a r e spr'ay. Not surprisingly, this is the first "Y" we have 
e ver come tcCr'OS$ 1n Uruguay , although not the first 1n South America, as 
there ~~s one Cur In Colombia some yeors ago. 

After Ilany years, wel c ome back to David Ardill of , New South Wales. 
David used to own 0 Y/T in the ReSister's earlter days but sadly he had to 
let it go. Recently , however, he has bought Y/T/EXR 4265 (engine TR / 14-076) 
and 1s lOoking f orward to s tarting lts restoration. 

WANTED 

J e ff Wright, or    
  would like to 

condltlon. Gan 4nyone help? 

 
obtain 0 

 Tyne &: Wel!1r, 
Y-Type boot ltd 

 
in good 

Publ i cation datp. for TCY1 3 1 should · be ~id-April .... 


Sh ouldn't that be "Last "Y" D1 Scov~red in Un-!Huar'"?  
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