
· ,  

The ClassIc "V"  

JSM.te ;'1/~.13 L.-

"lews.letter Editor/RetiSlrar: J _G. L~wsoo.   liverpoot  
J.t.. Spares secretary (Dew spare~l: A.8rler.  York.  
J.K. Spares Co-ordinator (second- hand spuesi: O.bluJleo,  Liverpool,  
l' he 

Tbe 

IIt.G. 

Australian 

Al.C . 'Y' 

y R.e~iste

V-T:.-pe Register: A.L Slattery.     
Auslra)j<l. 

Type Register of Soutb Africa: D.R.Lawreoce .  
&oks.burg. . Republic of Soutb AFriCa. 

r Danou.rk : F.Neuouno.   Stobo)m. DeoOluk. 

Oueens.land. 

 Atl

 

 

'Tb e Classic Y- is published by Sky col Publications. 

I 



Regi s ter- Ne~s 

'We h3ven't hed much "Register News" for some tiJIe now, but this looks like 
being 0 bumper botch (1s thlJf front bumper or r ear bUlBper?)" 

First off we h8ve three "Y- 58100ns belongiog to the same person, Mr.J111. 
Todd of Thankerton, Midlothian. The cars concerned ore: 

Y/ 0480 SCI 10268 Lll\l228 19.{7 Regtr No. 75< Almond Green l green int. 
Y/ 3554 SC/876070 HGA931 1949 Regtr No. 1225 }'lllond Green/beige 1n t. 
Y/61 0 4- SCI 15683 EDBa80 1950 Regtr No. 1226 Almond Green/beige 1nt. 

Next, to San Diego, CalifornJ.6, where tbe 19.(.8 -Y", Y/1722. has surfaced 
(Register No. 1230 hes been allocated). This car had 6 n"rrow escape, being 
saved from becoming a ·California Hot Rod" at the last minute by Wayne and 
Dee Johnson. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson then took it on a rouod trip of 5,000 
lIliles to the big M. G. meet in Indianepol1s this last summer . The car seeas 
to have been through three engines in its life (at least). On the battery 
bOll( Guarantee Plate is Replacement Engine no. SC/B4180, whilst on the 
engine block itself tbe brass plate reveals SC2/16945 (this would have been 
fitted in a 1951 "Y· originally). Body number is 1-4.2111512 and the car is 
black in colour witb a green interior. 

Ji,m. Hunter from . Georgia, writes to ask Ile whether I could 
up-date the whereabouts of all cars known to the Register (these were last 
published in issues 119 to 125 inclusive - October 1993 to October 1994). 
Has it been that long already? Well. Ji~ I probably won't publish them all 
again until I'm desperately short of aaterial once nore. Although it's been 
three years, I don't really receive all that IlIOny notifications of owner 
and locotion changes, and what De1JS there is eppears in the§;e columns, so 
you should be able to keep your records up to date by just following 
·Register News·. As you're particularly interested in the Y/Ts, here's one 
for you.. . . 

And there is a San Dl.ego connection again. fIT 2778 (Register No.123l) 
recently left tbe west coast of America for its new owner, Mr. Karl Heinz 
Borchers of  Germany. No det811s of engine or body numbers have yet 
been received for this car. 

I have left the best till last. Two more Cl)rs have recently been1 

·discovered"' by Dr. Tobias Studer in Switzerland. hnyone Who has been 
follOwing the saga of the special-bodied Y-Types unfolding In these pages 
<TCYs 127, 128 & 129) will be a"Wl!lre of Dr. Studer's role in pinning down the 
fate of two of the nine 1948 "chassis only" which were exported by 
Abingdon. liow. another one has turned up and, best of all. this car stil1 
exists. On the following two pages you will fiod det6ils and photographs of 
this Keller- bodied car, which has ~ 1Io1located Register No. 1229; it is 
currently o\Wl1ed by Mr . Lukas Schmid. Only two of the 1948 "chassis only" 
therefore remain to be identified. The otber "new" Swiss car is a 
.. s tandard"' "Y" Saloon with licence plate "AG 1~605" (Register No. 1228). 

It on l y remains for me to draw your ettentlon to Dave Mullen's new oddress 
on the front page. 
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SWISS 
STYLING 

interesting Bodywork Conversion to 
two Famous British Cars 

By c l, ..:c:!) - adapl.i ng S I;;:;\ ~:l r d • . ~'<L;'->
; he ~"·;~5 firm o f 1 !1. ___ die: 

" I Zuri(h. h:::i p roduced t" O :ll(~1 mlC~~ :':l 
H:g body s t yles for 3 -:i: -:it, .. "!!C~· ,," ::c: 
::: i- liUe)1 G _ 

The (j rop-h~" ci COu p~ wa~ ;r~d : to I:la; 
Ih~ big d~rn"nd c:.; iSlillt; in ::;witIc r)"oci 
ior bodies oj t h;l t h'PO¢_ .>,. ,dsonabk 
price Ius been arn'·(,j :lo t b~- u$iog e)C ;~. 
:ug ?atlS of J. s;aod31d R I!ey 5.3loon, 
~u~h l$ wings . ru nning !x>.atd5, wi nd · 
5 ~reen, front sea ts, ;lIld iost rume lH 
il3 ne i. T o pro~·id(' c:uy a((<''-$ ~"r (!:(' 

:ur passengers the Iron< ~e.-us I,It lot-
ward aod cxtr:l. wide doot~ at<: fi : tcd. 
.",<1 t he .:ha.ssis has been smfc n..."<1 in t n t 
r~gioIl of t he door hillS" poinlS, T he  
\\" : lld scle~n f!';1.m ~ . tOO. ha , be\'";! !tifi<:nffl  
10 dllll,(l .1 te all~· possible mO\'e rocn t_  

:.; ";l<o .. ide ~(~css for 
i"--; .....-:~a. ....,d ~ dOQfS 
-.: '::;- ~ead eO\1"'; an4 

- ti!r [o,..,..:u4. 

Anc :::er con 'OL'1lio:l 
(ar:;t,: Ollt by the 
SWiM fir m , in this 
cue :0 a It-litre 
l-t.G-. The wings, 
rea r ~:ld and the 
rlla..: ....h~b are 
c!c;;.::y irom lhe 
<:w~e"t ~aloon, but 
\ h ~ ,: ,,<\) i~ fro~ a. 

:-C Midget. 

Si<lt Yi~ .... of '" 2;- Ill.a R:l CT u l"ofl Co nYef\.,.;! by J. l-!. _ 
S:~1I(l", Z", :e~, ;0 .1 <!:o?- hcad coui'C but Ut.i1i~ifl, ~ing 

p:trU_ 

~ lh(ee-qua.nc ~ feU .. ie"" of the COQ'O crtN :II_l itH Rile1 
Show$ th~L the o rigina.! tines h.nc b«n m.T..in~ed. 

the rear p i.$s~n_ 
ar t f:.-;:"': to Ihe 

\~ i ron: s~:s 

T he body was built by R~inDol l and 
C "' ri~t~ . Ltd., 01 E asle . ."$r~g:Ht1! :::e other c;u ill u5t ~ a(<<L 
-..::~ !n-tly ~:i~:-;:nil ne e o( me :;·a:rc 
~!.G. salooo. ccu p led. with :lS iade · 
?~::d~ct fron: S'.Isp-e;Jsioc. 5yStem. WU~t; 
~a '.·e l~d W-ln ·, to considH :~ ~ ccs-
.\oili ties o{ il.a 'o~n I WO-SU tt! v (~;oa . 
7~c !;tedy is t~e TC ) lidget type. lCC!I.H!· 
::I~ I n ~TlJOleat p .. ael. seats. :lad ;'(>o:ci: 
:h~ w ins:~. ru~,nHlg beards. rea; 1;)cQ\ , 
·~:: d pu t!; of :::. ~ bonnH. ::nc . ho,;~ ·.e;. 
:~olr. the 5 .. \00::. T o w ouat th ~ ; C\)r~!
:':t>e bcdv CC:-";'IO': P.lo<'\i6c alioll~ '::c :0
.;!' ::lad~. · T';:e ~ :e~";::.; colu c::O': :-... :; :\~" 
.e:lg::t: ~:led ,;.:.... :_:-:e pv:ilt.:OD! of .• ~ 
: iutch ..ad bra:':c cedats, band bI<l. l.:~ ~n..: 
"'~:l.~ le ,·c:-:'. b;;.·:·e- b ~en al tHed- to $'-1:: 
:-?lc engin.. has b~ell brough t Il ~ :,: -:-,: 
~:--fO r.:Ja:lce s:<l;.o,," h a nd " ;\o:Ct,· 
'!\lperd::a~g~:. ~ :"~"g :J. ma,;iml: ffi ~':C5: 
oi a.OoU I si:t pcunds . is 6tted . 

l~ft: .<U thi s thr .. ~.quatt~r iron t '<' ie'" oi th~ con ':"t:te<l M.G. 5hows, Ihe o pen twO-5Ute1" body ma7 b~ s;aid to suit th~ It-lilre to a TC. 
Righi : The con .. erted li , jiLlc M.G. reta ins : :-.c origin.!.! luggage boot; i, has the additi<ln of a supercl: .trgtr to the eogine. 

http:lh(ee-qua.nc


,~... .. - . 

1948 Keller-bodted r-iyye - Y/ 1225 - SC/X10849 - Red with red i nterior . 

The TC origins of dashboord and instrument s a re readily apparent in this 
s hot. " basi s for the r ae t ory-produced YIT 1 a t er in t he year, perheps? 
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Booklets on your favourite ENGINE, or car...... . 
' THE XPAG ENGINE' as used in many M.G. cars_79 pages 

of articles by the author. £6.25 P&P inclusive. 
'THE BMC 'B ' SERIES ENGINE' as used in many.BMC 

cars,S 5 pages of articles by the author. £4 .25 P&P inclusive. 
' M_G_ AND RILEY FARlNA FACT FILE', 104 pages of 

history,data,part numbers,development,register of known cars, 
and much more. £9.50 P&P inclusive. 

From ..... Neil Caims, Beds, 

(Prices subject to change without notice. ie postage,etc.) 

THEBMC 
'B'SERIES 

ENGINE. 

AS F!TIED TO ."CSTn'U·IOR.RJS_"I.G...RlLEY. 
WOL5 c!..::, ~ _"lA.it.'1';E.CO~C..CEKCLuSr.C. 

AS ITITEO TO ~!A.';y ~LG_'10RRl5 & 
WOLSELEY CARS. 

---:.:::::-:-..:.... _...... ...... ..... 
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XPAG OIL LEAKS 

The term oil leak and old British motorcycle and car engines is part of our 
Ilotoring law. They leak. There's not .lD.uch you can do about it. It stops the 
chassis rust ing away. You lI.ust have heard these relll6rks, ani:! Mny similar 
ones. The cause of the leaks is one of t~ree things: a) the gasket does not 
fl t properlYi b) there is crankcase compression; c) the seals are worn out. 

will leave out the obvious con-rod-through-the- side oil leak. These three 
things that cause oil l~ks are either caused by faulty design, faulty 
fitting, or old age. 

The ideal gasket surface is ONE continuous flat surface, as on the B. M- C. 
-B- Seri es sump. This engine's skirt extends down below the main bearings, 
where the s\.1ll.P and the bearing caps make a flat join_ Yes, it leaks 
elsewhere, I know, but its sump is a good design. The XPAG sump gasket is, 
to be kind, o!!I compromise. It needs no less t han FIVE bits to seal it. It 
follows the normal IIiorris Engines practice of bolting the sump up to the 
gearbox, giving a rigid join but a hidden gasket surface around the rear 
main bearing. 

Because the main bearing caps sf t aD top of the crankcase., tbe sump htlls to 
go round them.. At the front, the ti.lling chain cover makes a 90 degree join 
with both the sump and the block, til poor engineering compromise, especially 
when half of the timing chain pulley seal is in the timing cover, and half 
in the sump casting_ 

CHAIN COVf:R 

~eE!>TO.s 

Fig. A. IS. 
Th~ correct fittin, 91 the s e~ 1 ~n d s'.Imp gul<.e t 

(front end). 

It is easy to be clever after the event, so it is 8 little unkind to slote 
the design. It 1S, after all, ooly an inproved 1935 Morris 10 h. p. engine, 
with the state-of- the-art technology of those pre-'IIorld 'liar II days. The 
diagram above is not accurate - the sump sits one eighth of an inch BELOW 
the crankshaft centre line_ Note thot the oil-thrower washer sits with its 
fac e curved AWAY from the tilling chain s procket. I have stripped down 
engines ond found this VERY IMPORTANT washer missing. 

cont'd. , .. 
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On 1cte Wolseley 4/H engines {XPAW) , this 'Wes he r was enlorged to 2. l82" to 
improve it s oil-throwing properties, to get all B.WBy frOID the seal. No 
doubt this bigger thrower wos used on th.e lost M. G. TF cors oS well. 

The mnterial used to seol the front end of the crankshaft is asbestos 
string. This sealing arrangement 1s si.llilar to thet used by Vi ctorians on 
their stuffing boxes on steam engine cylinder rod glands. R.eel up-to-date 
stuff, this (pun>. In the gasket set, this str I ng is in two bits, usually" 
bit too long for use, and needing tril1lJling once fitted Into the cast 
hollows in the sump end tining cover. It /oUst be well rammed into tbe 
bollows, or it will pull away frOID the join when the bolts are pulled up, 
leaving a gap at the gasket area. Both the 'fKlrlcshop manual and the gasket 
set carry lnst ructions on how to overlap the gasket onto the asbestos 
string, so the gasket ectually hutts up against the pulley/crankshaft. Real 
fiddly stuff. 

The reer end is just as difficult. The cork insert tbat sits in the guller 
around the rear main bearing cap has to be fitted so that it too traps the 
gasket. In gasket sets found at 6utojumbles, it is this piece that 15 
invariably so dried out it cracks, fails to bend, 01" breaks in hnlf. Old 
gasket sets ore hard to f i nd, and are usually for tbe 'll'olseley 4/44- (same 
gasket set, but very di f f erent swap). 

.. ..... . . .  

Fi,. A.D. 
This is t he corrett mel l\od of Ctltting the miW sump f iX. A. 1<1. 
, uket. It Is impofUnt lh~t t he small ears be left on the When fining t he cork sui (or the reu main be.uing it 
, pro jecting pon:ion~ o( the gASket. Is impo(Ul'l( t.hat the n epped end be In propu enpge_ 

ment with the sump psket. 

Today we ~re lucky in that there is available such stuff as Instant Gasket. 
It will assist US in getting those cork bits to stay put, and if applied 
into the various corners will ID6rkedly improve sealing. Toke care in using 
thi s stuff, 6S it will ooze out INTO the sump es much a s it oozes out. It 
will clog up oihmY5, jam open oil relief Yslves, and block the sump 
filter. The gasket itself will need cutting to seporote the two halves. 
These need careful 'fitting along with the rea r cork llIld front asbestos. rou 
now have FIYE bits of sealing medium on the engine that you will offer the 
sump up to. Sod's Law states one bit will move the wrong way. Here again, 
chell t ing is the aJ1S\o1er: use that instant gaske t on the f aces sPllringly. 
use Sol vol , but Hylomar o.nd Hermatite make similer products . 

cont·d.. .. 
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The rear of t he cranks heft is actually sealed by 0, relll! ttve o f thttt thing 
used 1n anc ient Egypt, a revers e s c roll Se.ft l. It too leaks, es peclally when 
the ree r main bearing 'oJears a lilt le, so lIlOr-e oil flows through it at 
reduced pr essure . This is such 0 common XPAG leak area, (1 kit has been 
devised to f1 t a neoprene ring seal , as i o the )ltJB/~rino 1800 engine. It 
15 VERY expens ive, though. The rear bearing cap oil drai n needs t o be very 
clearj it bl ocks up with car bon over t be years and oil cennot c lear the 
·volute" cosiag behind t he scroll seal. It fill s up and floods the reverse 
"thread" of the seal, and you get tbe oil drip from the clutcb drain hole. 
If you have tbe sump off, and can get t he rear bearing cop off, it is worth 
t aking a small file to this drotn, t o clear it of cas ting fault s, to ease 
the fl ow out . The pipe 1s pressed into the cap. 

If you do have an 011 drip fr o m the cl utch drain, it lIay be " leaki ng "core 
plug" at the camsba ft rear bearing. Both breethers, tbat a t the r ocker 
cover, and the fume pipe on the tappet chest, must be c lear. A worn engine 
will blow past it s piston rings, and out of the exhaust valve guides, 
cr-eating crankcase compression; ideal to blowout 011 and gas kets.-

Neil Cairns. 

'",Lj 
[ ~ , ' , 

IHu SU:Hiou :\0. Co: . S <:c(iooal vicw of the " ngin" {side}. 




