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Dave Lawrence was over io this count.y reCently and I was fortunate to be able to meet up with 
him and see a "dummy' copy of his book. Its fuJI title is "LET THERE BE 'V's - M.G , Ooe and a 
QU3fler Litre 'Y' Series Saloons and Tourers - Originality aod Autheotlcity' and ie should be 
avaJlable by february (for the 20th Aoniversary of "The Classic y'), The latest speclflcatlon Is: 290 
pases (140,000 'W ords), 250 black &. whi te photos., 27 colour photos. 43 diasraOls (most full-pagel, hard 
cover . high-quality paper. dust jacket. price just under UO. 

On the last page of this issue is a follow-up by Neil Cairns to his article 'Comparisons' in Issue 
No.l3S (December 1996). At the end of Neil's first arUcle I asked ror some further performance 
flgures and the~ Trevor Austin wrote an excellent amplificatiOn for TCYI36. For the sake of 
completeness (and to fill a pa8el here are the further stats Neil came up with before he saw 
Trevor"s. reply . 

Il only remains for me to wish all my readers and V-Type friends 

Newsletter Editor/Registrar: J .G.Lawson,  Liverpool. 
U.K. Spares Secretary (New spares) ; A.Brier , . York, 
U .K. Spares Co-ordinator (Second- hand spares): 

O.Mullen,  Liverpool. 
Q 

The Classic -Y- is published by Skycol Publications '.:!:) 



MORRIS ENGINES  

The Nuffield espire after World War Two encompassed the mony individual 
companies thot Morris bad purchased, many of whom were formerly his 
suppliers. These were all later to sink into the huge 8 . M. C. company, after 
the 1952 merger. 

One of these companies was Horr is Engines. They had storted up as part of 
Hot c hkiss et Cie., who ll6I1ufoctured macbine guns during the First World 
Wor . Morris needed someone to make hi s engines, and Hotchkiss were looking 
for work ~fter the cease-fire. One oddity that carried over until the last 
.M.. G. TF engine was made was trle French metric threads used by Hotchkiss, 
who were originall y French-owned. Morris eventual! y purchas ed. t he company, 
God it ended up 85 Morris Engines. 

The engine fitted to the first post-war I'tG. cars was 11 derivative of the 
Morri s 10 h. p. unit, or1ginally of 1, UO c. c. but now bored out to 1,250 
c. c. We are G11 very fa.uUl1ar with the XPAG/XPEG, but many other units were 
produced by the division, many with fami l y ties to tbe Y-Type M.G. engine. 

So, alongside tbe KG. version of the Morris 10 h. p. engine there were the  
following on tbe produc tion lines:  

Series Two Morris Minor, APHM, 603 c. c . o. H. V. { ~fter 1953>- 
Series "En Eight &: Series -MM" Morris, USHM, 916 c. c. s. V.  
Series "M" 10 h. p. Morris, XPJM, 1,140 c. c. O. H. V.  
Wolseley 8 h. p., 918 c.c.  
Wclseley 10 h. p.• XPjW, 1,14-0 c. c . O. Ii. 'i .  
Wol seley 4-/50, VCJ5W, 1,476 c. c. O. H. C.  
Wolseley 4/44, XPAW, 1,250 c.c. o.av.  
Morris Cowley, BP12M. 1,200 c.c. O.H.V.  
MO Morris Oxford, VS15M. 1.476 c. c. S. V.  
Morri s SiX, VC22M, 2.212 c. c. O. H. C.  
Wolseley 6180, VC22W, 2,212 c. c. O. H. c.  

There were commercial versions of the four-cylinder engines as well. 

Opposite is the bread-and-
butter engine used by Morris 
for tbe medium soloon cars, 
prior to the B. Jot. C. merger. 

A stGid side-valve engine; 
but just study the crankshaft 
carefully, ond compare it with 
the later view of the KG. TO 
unit. Cast alloy sump, 
enclosed flywheel - typical 
Morris design features, just 
like the XPAG. 

cont'd. .. . 
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The 918 c.c . Morris engine; 
in side- valve form here, but 
al s o mode wit h an O. H. V. 
conversion for the Wolsel ey 
6 h. p. The Wolseley used 
the SAME Mo r ri s Series ~ E · 

body tub tbe Y-Type M. G. used. 
Again , the des ign is 11lc.e the 
XPAG: cas t al loy s ump and 
enclosed f lywheel-w1tn-
bellnouslng as part of the 
SUJDp and block. 

Al l these engines heve the 
r ope packing oil s eal at 
~he timing cover /f an pulley 
end. It 1s around this 
pertlcular part of the engine 
where the design is 81 nos1 
identical t o tbe XPAG and 
VS15 M. 

A 1on,lwdlnll ~«I1on of 
Ih" Morrl. Hlnor (Series 
.. HH ••) en,lne• • howln, 
Its ,e...,...1 (Oft~lruClIOft. 
On ct fu ln mode" l wat"" 
pump ~nd Ihumosul "'e 
no< fin.... . In wIIlch as. 
Iht«>c lln, fan 1$ mOUnted 
on Ihe dynam o .plndle 
Il\Stud of tht pump. 

RI· I-SUiIoM/~1MCN 0/ 918 ~.~. ~ ...J-~ OOZI~ (1) '~ USH M) 
The. 911 ~ ...,pc.~ wu 6necl in 1M Seric:s e: Eiaht. Serif,s MM Morril MO DO'  
.... d lilt 21 100 vam (l941·SI). F,om E.ot&il1t "No. 77000 a ~Icr pWI'Ip aIIod  
~I r<:pLl~ tbe lbonD(Io5yphOl1 rys'em Oil carllc£ .... &i1lCS. Tht iIlllS .  

Ir.lti oll sltows \be CI>~ with d:W Qlodilic,t,lioa.  

The TO unit shown is virtually 
Ident ical with the "Y~ engine. 
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Once a .K C. arrived, the 
engi ne design changed, as 
the A.. D. O. (hus t I n Design 
Office) took power. The 
little 803 C.c , O.~V. engine 
s hown has l Itt l e t o connect it 
with the MorriS family of 
engines, though It wns 
produced by the old Morris 
Engine Division. It was a 
s hrunken Austin A. 40 Devon 
unit , and proved very long-
lived and s t rang. 

The Morri s-designed 
engines cont i nued to 
be mode for SOBle tine, 
the Wolseley 4 / 44 XPh~ 
unit until 1956, and 
the }It G. TF 1,466 c. c. 
XPEG until 1955. The 
Morris Six was made 
until 1953. likewise 
the Wolseley 6 /80 and 
the S. V. 918 c. c . Morri s 
M.1n or MM. The Me Oxford 
continued until 1954. 

By 1953 the .Z'" M. G. 
Magnette had arrlve~ 
along with the Austin 
A. 30. Bot h had 8. M. C. 
engines, and by 1956 
the -A·, "8- and -C· 
Series 8. M. C. engines 
were in all the cars. 

The · C· was, in fact, a MORRIS-designed 
version of the B. M. C. three. 

After the 4 / U, the French metric thre.ed Setrionsl dnwing of lbe IF eogine 
was no more <only in 8.M. C. replacement 
Gold Seel units of the old Morri s 
Engines). 

U. N. F. and U. N.C. with AlF heads ruled the day. 

Neil Cal rns. 
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WANTED 

100697 	 YB anti-roll bar and ag.oc. fittin'3 g ; Y/T front. side 
curtain frames. J.Byrn~,    , 
Queensland , Austr.lia. 

1~0997 	 I n s t rurnent panel wood. Car 10$. A. Lual di, Uru':!uay. 
   . 

101097 	 For Y/T; Jackal} sY5tem Flexible h05e (Cha5Sig ~rame 
to back 05p.le) ne- ..... 01"" u$ed; "q" nut -'" LQ t.hd, olivQ 
"~ diameter hole to connect pipe to h05e. 
K.H.Borcher5,     G&rroany. 

06 11 97 	 For L.HD Y / T: speedometer '; ' ype 5.516); ammeter {-
20/+2(1 :; j 	 li i3ht ing/i'3n1t ion switch; wiper motor; 
spare wh e &'1 .; lb" } ; "False nos~" r' adiator '>hell atnd 
IrIEd.il. l l ionj headl am p b ·,..ack~ts (ri9ht &: 19ft:.; boot 
hinges; b oot lid handle. Con t a ct: f"1r.A.A.F.E:aas, 

    ~ The 
Netherlands. 

FOR SAL_E 
"'~.•. , . cox: 

111097 	 B.rl.C. Gold S~a l recondi ti on~d ~~arbcx (could b~ ~or' 

a Y-Typ~ j. Cont a c t: Mr.R.Edw~rd$!  , 
  Nr.LOl"lg: f ield .  . 

S ~nd y ou r $pB ~e s Fo~ Sale & Uanted list5 t o ; 

(Su-pplemeot)1IJ 

USED CA  
£495I~~~,*~V '!u,.....~._--..::.....::=-.:::: 
"" ~0C>t ..,.cIawn ... 0'" ....... ~...: tUo ~ ...<lu-c 
:'~80~::O~.""<PA"~" ",1.0< eo-.!oe.. " .....t....o., 

£288~i!<.GT't'6 =:. :.........!:'..,:,-.....:.I': .~;:.  
1M 	 ~riv< . k_II ·. ~.~___I,', _u,ll.' ""16<. 
t<OJ ....I>O" _T 10 obtlo(o M.G.·, 11_ ~h· 
b,<~ .,,, • ..,...cu .. ~""" _ .... 
L~IJS .~al~OOD~U~":·~I:..~· 
. 2 1-.U.) Hlp .....~ F;~""I<Y. {Eu< Fo.aky 1Jt><k<........... 
F;ncIlI<Y '=.Jooo. 7"· ' ~" 

GUY SAL."'O~ Avro"-lOB1LES. 

1953 1><.0. 1\-1;1<...loon. _.IIi< ........ rc.l ....tIIer•  
•n.... __ oO~,::!. ~';t,~' ~~~~:I'l:...~'~..:lt<oJ:= 
E"b<'r1J_~ ' SSI. "7IS-.n 

M~~~~~~n:O'~~. OIE.!!;..~-:;Ulitd , J t~.~;~;'Hll. E»< • • B.,,,,,",,, 	 I "H. 1~·! :' 

M.G, (It to 1.6-1itn:s)  

195 =N~i~~T~"'~~ ~'''..;;!  
... , ,"...~~n .n~ s.... ,I1>..... ~I..d .sa..;",. It_ ... , 
11boo. ........ To~ ld->."'~...... _ I. ,.~ ..... 

Bo."TALU. LTD. 	 . 

1952 ~<t.;, .U-~"""""" .... ooa. I>d,..........-,..  
~c-:~N.()~-TI!AUES. p~- 'OGI . 7S!-S69 

1953 !!"J'.... l ~'~::::- '~n~~...J~.~· ;:r.;
0_..... IA_... S.lW. 	 1\ ........ 2201... na-m  
£155. ~~~.~:..Joo;o,,~.-;........Ik<, ~«j; 

1939 ~1~"W:,\tIO~ ~~~ (W=~~ 
1938 ~~:-.tll .1>0••••cn.o •• "ll. ,~~ 

"51 

July 20. 1955 

s  

(Supplement) 

1UM · 1J, 1956 

M .G. (Ii 10 2.6_litre.s) 

http:IrIEd.il


Just t~ new ones for you thi s tine. , .. 

There Is muc h interest 1n the r - Type 1n Switzerland these dill's and 
Dr. Tobias Studer of has done excellent work over the last few years 
tracking down the various cars In his country, not least those with Spec!81 
coachwork, as have been fe8tured in various past issues of "TCY". His 
latest find, actually in , is Y/364-8, a black 194-9 saloon. This car 
has engine Dumber SC/13547 and was first registered on 29th September 1949. 
During the fifties and sixties it had several owners in Devon and Somerset 
and tben seems to have been dry stored for quite some time. Recently, the 
car was inported into Switzerland by a car dealer and restorer and Is 
presently awa1ting restoration. Although at first glonce the bodywork and 
(c realll) interior seem in excellent condition, apparently the fl oor is 
somewhat rotten and the brake hydraulics are l.eaking. We have allocated 
Register number 1272 to this car. 

For Register number 1273 I presently only ' have the body number, 
unfortunately. It is a light blue 1949 Y/T <body number 19675/255) owned by 
Mr. Geoffrey. C. Shepard of  Mass6cbusetts. This car was bought by 
the current owner's grandfather in 1950 and was then passed on to his aunt; 
the car has now been passed down to Mr. Shepard. This Y/T has apparently 
only done 32.480 mi l es 60d was garaged every winter and put up on blocks. 
According to its present owner, the only time it has been touched by rain 
was during a trip to a garage last year when it went to be inspected! 

Back in February 1996 (Issue No. 130) I brought S a lle neIJS of '(10520 
(Register NO. 1210) which had turned up in Uruguay. 1 was hoping that here 
we had on untouched exampie of an early "tloi'Q-tone green" car which might 
solve once snd for all the various controversies associated With this 
colour scheme. Alas, it is alWllys wise to be extra careful where 50 ye8r-
old cars are concerned, for many not readily apparent o.lteratlons Jn6.1 have 
been carried out to them O'7er tb.eir extensive lives. In its owner's own 
words, here is a little of the car's history.. .. 

-I found m.y deor 'fA in a bodywork repair shop in Montev1deo City. The car 
was in good condition though completely covered in dust . In the inside it 
had the original dashboard. but the wood was completely damaged. The 
instruments were all there and apparently in good condition. The upholstery 
of the seats had -been made new, -but not in leather; it was II16de in an 
imitation JIl8terial of good quality 1n a light brown colour. The floor had 
been made new in steel . 

I ascertained that the car's owner wns 8 flyer who was very fond of English 
cars, but he had had an accident and W61S then Wlable to drive. He also had 
financial problems and was unable to pay for the restoration, 60 the car 
stayed where it was! With the consent of tbe car's owner, the rep8!r shop 
sold the car to me and in that way they received payment for their work . 

cont'd. ... 
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At that tille this YA W8S tb.e only one I knew of in Uruguay, but sometille 
efter I found anothe r, which W8S used by its owner for work and W2!S quite 
neglec ted. A short tille after this he sold the car tmd I have lost track of 
i t . A friend has told me about a third car but I have never seen 1t . 

.My M. G. was painted in 8I1 Engl1sb greea colour witb black wio8s. As it was 
very scratcbed, I decided to peint it aga1n with the colours thet you see 
1n the photos I s ent you." (see page 1 of TCY130 where the car is in a 
t wo- t one green scheme - Ed.) . 

GUARANTEE PLATE ISSUE 

Chassis No , Enqine No , Cll"p letion Da te 

V8/0 70':1 $C211 7590 05 /0')/ 52 
YB/07 10 5e2 /1 7.Sn 09/09/52 
VBNi 11 $e2111585 09/09/52 
YEI /07 11 $C2117599 09/09/52 
Y81Q71:3 SClIl7·S% 09 / 0')152 
Y8 / 0714 $C2/17.596 09/09/52 
VB/01l5 SC21115'35 09/09/ 52 
YB/071& SC2J 17597 1)~/09/S2 

Y8 /011 7 SC2/17601 11/(19/52 
18/0718 SO/1 7600 11/09152 
YB/07 1S SC2 / 17603 11/09/52 
1BI0720 50/17604 15/09/52 
YB /0121 $C2II7607 I·SIOS /52 
YSlOn2 SC2I17606 15/09/52 
'tB/ 0723 Se21 1i602 16109/52 
YB I0124 SO/ 11608 16/09/52 
YBN725 SU/ 17605 16/0<;1/52 
VB /0726 5e2/11610 16109/52 
18/0727 5C21176 12 17 /09/52 
VB /0728 $C1l1761 3 11109/52 
'1'8/0729 $C2111609 171 09/52 
18 /0730 5C2/1 1611 1710S/52 
Y8 /0731 $C2117;1 ' IS/09 / 52 
l8/01 32 5e2} 17621 . 18/0'3/52 
1B /O i33 Se2117616 18/09/52 
113 /0734 5C2I17623 19 /09/ 52 
'1'8/0735 SC21l761l3 19109/52 
Y8/0136 SC2117622 19/09/52 
VB /OH7 SC2/! 7620 22109/52 
VB/073B SC2I171) 19 22/ 0'3/52 
VB/0139 $C2117628 22 /0 9/5'1 
lB/ 0740 Se 2l17629 22/09/52 
V8/ 0HI SO/11627 23/09/52 
18/07.41 Se211 7625 23 / 09/52 
'18/07.43 SC2J 17633 23/09/52 

LEDGER S 

'ihaH i s Ito , 

YB/1)7 U 
Y8 /074 5 
Y8/07 .46 
YB/07.47 
Y8 /07.48 
Y8.107.4'3 
YB/01S0 
'1'6/0 7.51 
YB /0152 
YB/07Sa 
YB/01SA 
V8 /0755 
YB /0756 
YB /01 57 
lB/ 075e 
YB/0759 
'1'610760 
YB /On 1 
'1'8 / 0762 
V8/0763 
VB/076d 
'(8/0765 
YB /0766 
'18/0 767 
YB/0768 
v8 /0 769 
Y8/0770 
Y8/071 1 
'18 / 0772 
"( B/0773 
18/0774 
Y8/0715 
VSI0 776 
VB/0777 
VB/077S 
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THE YBs - Pt. VII . 

Eng ine No, Cllr!tp ieHo n Dat.: 

Se 2/176.43 291 09/51 
SC21l7638 29 /0~/ 52 

SC2I 17636 31)/09/52 
$C21170.4 1 30/09/52 
ge 211764(1 30/09/52 
SC1117632 24 /0'3/S2 
$C2Jl7&30 26/09/52 
Se2l11631 26/09/52 
SC2l1nU 26/09/52 
SC2117637 19/09/52 
SC21l7639 30/0'3/52 
$C1I17615 30/09/52 
SC2/ 176.42 30/09152 
$(2/176A8 30/09/52 
SC2117652 02110 /52 
5e2l116.49 02) 10/52 
5e2l11645 0211 0/52 
SC2/176d6 02 /10 /52 
5C2111650 011 10/52 
$0/1 i654 02 /10/52 
SC2I17651 06/1 0/ 52 
5C2J 1766d 06/10 /52 
5C2117667 06110/ .52 
5C2117668 06/10/52 
5C2117666 061 10/52 
$C2/11610 06 / I 0152 
SC"2!17653 06110/52 
50/1 7665 06/ 1 Q/~2 
$C2I 11674 06/10/5 2 
SC2I I1f.n 06/10 /52 
5C1I 17677 06/ 10/52 
5C2 /17663 06110/ .52 
SC2I11658 06/10/52 
$C2/ 17655 06/10/52 
SC211165'3 IOnO /52 

http:5e2l116.49
http:Se2/176.43
http:YB/07.47
http:18/07.43
http:18/07.41


COMPARISONS 
Mll 

(From No. 135.) 

To find 35-55 mph timings is not possibJe for the above cars, as this was not recorded, 
bUl as luck would have it. the 20-40,30-50, and 40-60mph times are recorded. so here 

- . goes.... ...  

Model 

M.G. Series YA 
M.G. Series VB 
Vauxhall Series 'L' 
Vauxhal l Series 'E' 
Morris Oxford MO 
Morris Oxford S2 

cc 

1250 
1250 

1442 
1508 

1476 
1489 

Morris Cowley S2 1200 
Hillman Minx Mk3 (SV) 1185 
Hillman Minx Mk8 1398 
Ford 100E(SV) 1172 
Ford Consul Mk I 1508 
Ford Anglia E494A (SV) 993 
Ford Prefect E493A (SV) 11 72 
Austin A40 Somerset 1200 

20-40 30-50 40-60 

10.7 sees 13 .8 sees 18.5 sees 
15.3 16.0 22.0 
14.5 18.4 
11.7 13.4 18.3 
15.4 19.3 
12.4 14.0 18.4 
13.2 15.7 19.6 
13.8 16.8 
13.0 14.7 20.3 

12.6 14.8 18.8 
12.1 14.5 17.8 
11.9 15.3 
16.7 28.8 
10.7 12.0 15.7 

You need to look at the other comparison chart as \veU, though as tbe editor points 
out, the picture is better here. The YA isthe best 20 to 40 mph, (all figures for top 
gear runninl» It does well 30 to 50, but shows its age by the 40 to 60 figures. Again 
the little 1 ODE comes out quite well , aod"surprise,so does the Austin A40! Note how 
many cars were not measured to 60 mph, as they took so long. or just could not get 
there.The Consul is a real slug here, where4S the Oxford 82 is qui te good. Mid-range 
acceleration is all down to good torque;! can only hope the figures for that VB were 
just a bad day ... .......(The Motor, September 1951.) Just lD sbow bow you can prove  
anything with statistics & figures, I found another road test that read for the YB, 20· 
40, 14 seconds; 30-50, IS seconds; and 40-60,19 seconds. Did the 'Y' PUl on weight 
as it aged? 

NC 
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